Pennsylvania 
State  Library 


THE 


HIST  O  R Y 

\ 

/ 

OF  THE  REIGN  OF 

PHILIP  THE  SECOND, 

V ' 

f 

KING  OF  SPAIN. 


By  ROBERT  WATSON,  LL.D. 

PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  UNITED  COLLEGE  OF  ST.  SALVATOR  AND 
ST.  LEONARDS,  IN  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  ST.  ANDREWS. 


VOL.  II. 

THE  SIXTH  EDITION. 


LONDON: 

Printed  by  A.  Strahan,  Printers-Street, 

FOR  T.  CADELL  AND  W.  DAVIES  IN  THE  STRAND; 
AND  J.  BALFOUR,  AND  W.  CREECH,  EDINBURGH. 

1803. 


N 


I 


S  920  Ps2w  v.2 
Watson,  Robert,  1730?-1781. 
The  history  of  the  reign  of 
Philip  the  Second,  king  of 


THE 


/ 

HISTORY 

OF  THE  REIGN  OF 

PHILIP  THE  SECOND , 

KING  OF  SPAIN. 


BOOK  XL 


WHILE  the  tranfa&ions  that  have  been  book 
related  palfed  in  Zealand,  the  fame 
fpirit  of  revolt,  by  which  the  people  of  that  157^- 
province  were  actuated,  made  rapid  progrefs  Gf  Holland, 
in  fome  of  the  other  provinces.  The  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  Enchuyfeh  were  the  Lrft  in  North 
Holland  who  had  the  courage  to  plant  the  Hand- 
ard  of  liberty  upon  their  walls ;  and  thofe 
of  Medinblinc,  Edam,  Purmerend,  and  other 
towns,  quickly  followed  the  example.  In  fome 
of  thefe  places,  part  of  the  people  were  averfe 
to  this  revolution  ;  but  thefe  were  few,  com¬ 
pared  with  their  opponents,  and  were  obliged 
VomlL  B  either 
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book  either  to  yield  to  the  majority,  or  to  fecure 
themfelves  by  flight  from  their  refentment. 

157a. 

The  fame  meafures  were  purfued,  at  the 
fame  time,  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  pro¬ 
vince.  That  flame  which  had  been  kindled 
fome  time  before,  burfl:  out  at  once  in  a  thou- 
fand  different  places.  And  in  a  few  months, 
Leyden,  Gouda,  Dort,  Haerlem,  and  all  the 
other  towns  in  Holland,  Amfterdam  except¬ 
ed,  had  openly  declared  againfl;  the  Spaniards, 
and  avowed  their  refolution  to  acknowledge  no 
other  authority  in  future,  but  that  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  and  the  States.  The  fame 
refolution  was  formed  in  feveral  of  the  cities 
of  Overyffel,  Friefland,  and  Utrecht. 


This  revolution,  fo  favourable  to  William’s 
views,  was  not  a  little  promoted  by  intrigues, 
which,  although  he  himfelf  was  abfent,  were 
carried  on  in  his  name,  and  by  his  authority. 
In  letters  to  the  principal  inhabitants  he  had 
allured  them  to  his  intereft,  by  flattering  them 
with  the  hopes  of  having  all  their  privileges 
fecured  ;  of  enjoying  full  freedom  to  exercife 
their  religion,  whether  proteftant  or  catholic ; 
and  of  being  for  ever  delivered  from  that  op- 
preflive  load  of  taxes,  with  which  they  had  been 
overwhelmed.  In  order  to  enforce  thefe  ex¬ 
hortations,  he  fent  his  agents  throughout  the 

provinces ; 
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provinces ;  and  molt  of  thefe  were  perfons 
either  of  great  addrefs,  or  of  great  authority 
and  influence  among  the  people \ 

William’s  military  preparations  were  at 
this  time  far  advanced,  and  he  hoped  foon  to  radons  * 
begin  his  march,  with  the  probability  of  a  more 
profperous  iflue  than  had  attended  his  former 
expedition.  He  had  already  collected  a  for¬ 
midable  army  of  well-difciplined  forces.  Con- 
fiderable  fums  had  been  tranfmitted  to  him  by 
the  friends  of  his  caufe ;  and  the  flrongefl: 
aflurances  had  been  given  him,  that  fome  of 
the  principal  cities  in  the  fouthern  provinces 
would  open  their  gates  to  receive  him.  But  no 
circumftance  contributed  more  to  infpire  him 
with  a  confidence  of  fuccefs,  than  the  new 
meafures  which,  a  little  before  the  prefent  pe¬ 
riod,  had  been  embraced  by  the  court  of 
France. 

In  the  bloody  contefl  which  had  fubfifled  The  affairs 

for  feveral  years  between  the  catholics  and  pro* 

* 

*  In  Holland,  the  revolution  was  chiefly  owing  to  the 
a&ivity  of  Sonoy,  whom  the  prince  had  fent  thither  as 
governor  fubftitute,  till  he  himfelf  fhould  arrive  :  and  in 
Guelderland,  Utrecht,  and  Friefland,  to  the  count  of 
Berg,  a  nobleman  of  intereft  in  thofe  parts,  who  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  William’s  filler,  and  adted  in  every  thing  by  his  di¬ 
rection. 
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teftants  in  that  kingdom,  the  former  had  ge¬ 
nerally  been  victorious.  But  the  latter,  roufed 
by  their  leaders,  aided  by  foreign  powers,  ani¬ 
mated  by  zeal  for  their  religion,  and  inflamed 
•with  refentment  on  account  of  the  cruel  perfe- 
cutions  which  had  been  exercifed  againft  them, 
continued  to  make  fuch  vigorous  efforts,  as 
created  in  their  enemies  the  molt  alarming  ap- 
prehenfions  with  regard  to  the  iffue  of  the  war. 
The  court  had,  at  different  times,  offered  them 
advantageous  terms  of  accommodation ;  and 
peace  had  oftener  than  once  been  eftablifhed 
between  the  contending  parties.  But  their 
pretenfions,  their  interefts,  and  their  religious 
principles,  were  incompatible ;  and  they  re¬ 
mained  quiet  only  till  they  were  in  a  condition 
to  renew  hoflilities.  The  court  never  had 
more  reafon  to  entertain  hopes  of  being  able  to 
extirpate  their  opponents,  than  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
fixty-nine.  Their  brave  and  aCtive  leader,  the 
prince  of  Conde,  had  been  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Jarnac ;  they  had  afterwards  received  a  dread¬ 
ful  overthrow  in  the  battle  of  Moncontour  ;  and 
the  admiral  Coligni,  with  the  young  princefs  of 
Bourbon,  had  been  obliged  to  retire,  with 
the  feeble  remains  of  their  fliattered  army,  to 
the  mountains  of  Gafcony  and  Languedoc. 
There,  however,  they  exerted  themfelves  ftre- 
nuoufly  in  making  preparations  for  trying  once 

more 
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more  the  fortune  of  war ;  and  in  a  few  months,  book 

.  XI. 

they  drew  together  a  force  fufficient  to  enable  u— 
them  to  leave  their  retreat,  and  to  enter  the  ,572* 
lifts  againft  the  royal  army. 

When  intelligence  of  this  was  brought  to  Queen-mo. 
the  queen-mother,  who  exercifed  at  that  time  againft  the 
an  unlimited  'authority  in  the  government,  {he  p,oteft‘in•,’ 
was  equally  exafperated  and  alarmed ;  and 
{he  refolved  to  employ  other  means  than  open 
force  to  be  avenged  upon  her  enemies.  She 
communicated  her  plan  only  to  the  king,  the 
duke  of  Anjou,  the  cardinal  of  Lorrain,  the 
duke  of  Guife,  and  Alberto  Gondi,  count  of 
Retz ;  who  all  engaged  to  maintain  the  moft 
inviolable  fecrecy.  Time  only  brought  to  light 
their  dark  defign.  The  proteftants,  they  now 
believed,  were  not  to  be  overcome  by  the  force 
of  arms ;  and  it  was  refolved  to  have  recourfe 
to  fraud  and  circumvention. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  a  new  treaty  with 
the  princes  of  Navarre  and  the  admiral  was  fet 
on  foot,  and  foon  afterwards  concluded  at  St. 

Germains.  By  this  treaty,  the  proteftants  re¬ 
ceived  a  free  pardon  of  all  their  paft  offences, 
with  liberty  to  make  public  profeflion  of  the  re¬ 
formed  religion  ;  and  the  princes  and  admiral 
were  allowed  for  their  fecurity,  to  retain  pof- 
feflion  of  Rochelle,  Cognoc,  La  Charite,  or 

B  3  Mont- 


6 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


Montauban,  on  condition,  that  if  the  articles 
of  the  peace  were  obferved,  thefe  places  Ihould 
be  delivered  to  the  king  within  the  fpace  of  two 
years  from  the  date  of  the  prefent  pacification. 

The  proteflant  leaders  entertained  the  fame 
diftruft  of  the  fincerity  of  the  king  and  queen- 
mother  in  this,  as  in  all  their  former  negotia¬ 
tions.  They  were  flill  afraid  of  putting  them- 
felves  in  their  power,  and  remained  at  a  diftance 
from  court,  in  the  places  of  ftrength  which  had 
been  affigned  them.  In  order  to  remove  their 
fufpicions,  every  fpecies  of  artifice  was  employ¬ 
ed.  All  the  articles  of  the  peace  were  punctually 
fulfilled.  Strict  orders  were  ifiued  to  allow 
the  proteftants  in  all  places  to  celebrate  openly 
their  religious  affemblies ;  and  in  all  the  dis¬ 
putes  which  happened  between  the  catholics 
and  them,  the  latter  were  treated  with  indul¬ 
gence,  while  the  former  had,  on  many  occa- 
fions,  reafon  to  complain  of  injuftice  or  feve- 
rity.  Charles  embraced  every  opportunity  to 
exprefs  the  pleafure  which  he  now  enjoyed,  in 
having  refiored  tranquillity  to  his  kingdom; 
and  even  when  none  but  zealous  catholics  were 
prefent,  he  often  declared  how  unalterably  fixed 
his  purpofe  was,  to  perform  with  ftrid  fide¬ 
lity,  his  engagements  with  the  proteftants.  He 
had  fufficiently  experienced  the  folly  of  attempt¬ 
ing  to  fubdue  men’s  confidences  by  force  ;  and 
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no  confideration  would  make  him  return  to  his 
former  unhappy  meafures  ;  which  he  had  found 
to  be  no  lefs  ineffe&ual  for  accompliffiing  the 
end  intended,  than  they  were  deilru&ive  of  his 
own  repofe,  and  pernicious  to  his  fubjedts. 
All  his  counfellors,  except  thofe  who  were 
partners  in  the  bloody  fecret,  believed  him  to 
be  fmcere;  and  by  the  accounts  which  they 
gave  of  his  difcourfe,  added  to  the  difpleafure 
which  they  expreffed  at  his  change  of  conduct, 
they  contributed  to  complete  the  delufion  of  the 
proteilants.  The  admiral,  however,  ftill  re¬ 
tained  his  wonted  diffidence;  and  when  urged 
by  the  king  to  come  to  court,  and  receive  in 
perfon  every  proof  that  could  be  given  him  of 
fmcere  attachment,  he  declared,  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  think  himfelf  fecure,  where 
his  mortal  enemies  of  the  family  of  Guifewere 
poffelfed  of  fo  much  power. 

To  have  gratified  the  admiral  by  fo  great  a 
conceffion  as  the  immediate  removal  of  the 
Guifes,  Charles  knew  would  have  had  a  fufpi-- 
cions  o  edt ;  and  therefore  he  went  no  further 
at  this  time,  than  to  alfure  him  that  his  fears 
were  groundlefs,  and  that  his  enemies  were  not 
mailers  as  formerly.  But  foon  after  the  duke 
of  Guife  and  his  brother  left  the  court,  feem- 
ingly  much  difgufled  with  the  meafures  which 
were  there  purfued.  At  the  fame  time,  other 
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means  of  delufion  were  employed,  more  likely 
to  produce  the  defired  effect.  Charles  offered 
■  his  lifter  in  marriage  to  the  king  of  Navarre  ; 
and  an  ambaffador  was  fent  to  England,  to 
negotiate  a  match  between  the  duke  of  Anjou 
and  queen  Elizabeth.  But  of  all  the  inftruments 
of  deceit  which  he  employed,  there  was  none 
more  efficacious,  than  the  declaration  which  he 
made  of  his  refolution  to  enter  into  war  with  the 
king  of  Spain.  Philip  had  refufed,  he  faid,  to 
grant  him  reparation  for  certain  injuries, 
which  his  fubjects  had  received  from  the  Spa¬ 
niards  in  America  ;  and  he  was  determined  to 
take  vengeance  on  that  prince,  by  invading  his 
dominions  in  the  Netherlands.  Pie  offered  the 
command  of  the  army,  which  he  talked  of 
fending  thither,  to  the  admiral,  and  affured  him 
that  he  would  be  entirely  governed  by  his  coun- 
fels,  and  thofe  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  and 
count  Lewis,  in  carrying  on  the  war. 

No  propofal  could  be  better  calculated  than 
this  to  blind  the  admiral’s  penetration.  Con- 
fcious  of  fuperior  military  talents,  he  was  na¬ 
turally  fond  of  war  ;  ftncere  in  his  profeffion  of 
the  reformed  religion,  he  was  zealous  to  pro¬ 
pagate  and  defend  it ;  and  he  was  ftrongly  at¬ 
tached  by  fympathy  of  manners,  as  well  as  re¬ 
ligious  principles,  to  the  princes  of  Naffau. 
Count  Lewis  was  vrith  him  at  Rochelle,  when 
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the  propofal  was  delivered,  and  he  contributed 
not  a  little  to  banifh  from  his  mind  the  remains 
of  thofe  fufpicions,  which  he  dill  retained  for 
the  king's  fincerity.  Soon  afterwards  they 
both  fet  out  for  Paris,  where  they  were  receiv¬ 
ed  and  treated  with  fo  much  efteem  and  confi¬ 
dence,  as  gave  the  admiral  a  full  conviction  that 
the  fentiments  both  of  the  king  and  the  queen- 
mother  were  in  reality  what  they  feemed. 

Charles  thought  it  neceffary  for  his  pur-* 
pofe  to  wear  the  mafk  for  fome  time  longer; 
and  as  he  found  that  nothing  had  ferved  fo 
effectually  to  lull  the  admiral’s  fufpicions  as  this 
lafl  device,  he  affeCted  to  be  extremely  folicit- 
ous  about  making  preparations  for  the  war; 
and  in  the  mean  time  defired  count  Lewis  to 
repair  to  the  frontiers  of  the  Netherlands,  to 
communicate  his  defign  to  the  malecontents, 
and  to  hold  them  in  readinefs  for  the  admiral’s 
arrival  with  the  troops.  There  was  nothing 
farther  from  his  intention  than  to  begin  hoftili- 
ties.  But  no  fooner  were  the  Huguenots  in¬ 
formed  of  the  defign  on  which  count  Lewis  had 
fet  out,  than  great  numbers  of  them,  prompt¬ 
ed  by  their  religious  zeal,  and  by  the  reftlefs 
military  fpirit  of  the  age,  flocked  after  him, 
and  offered  to  affifh  him  in  any  enterprife  he 
fnould  undertake. 
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Lewis  was  himfelf  of  too  aftive  a  temper  to 
fuffer  them  to  remain  long  v/ithout  employ¬ 
ment.  It  was  of  the  utmoll  confequence,  he 
knew,  towards  the  fuccefs  of  that  expedition 
on  which  his  brother  was  about  to  enter,  as 
well  as  of  the  French  invafion  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  to  acquire  poffeffion  early  of  fome  for¬ 
tified  town  in  the  frontier  provinces.  With 
this  view  he  had  maintained  a  fecret  corre- 
fpondence  with  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Mons ;  and  he  made  himfelf  mailer  of  that  im¬ 
portant  city  by  the  following  llratagem  : 

Having  left  the  confines  of  France,  he  arrived 
in  the  evening  with  five  hundred  horfe  and  a 
thoufand  mufqueteers  at  a  wood  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Mons,  whence  he  fent  forward 
ten  or  twelve  of  his  foldiers,  whom  he  feledled 
on  account  of  their  fuperior  addrefs  and  refolu- 
tion.  They  entered  Mons  in  the  evening,  and 
lodged  together  in  the  fame  inn.  They  gave 
out  that  they  were  dealers  in  wine  ;  informed 
their  holl,  that  their  fervants  were  bringing  a 
quantity  of  that  liquor,  and  inquired  at  what 
hour  the  gate  of  the  city,  by  which  it  was  to 
be  brought  in,  would  be  opened.  They  were 
told,  that,  for  a  fmall  reward,  the  keeper 
would  open  it  at  any  time ;  and  early  next 
morning,  having  bribed  the  keeper  to  opeq 
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it,  they  feized  upon  the  keys,  and  difperfed 
the  guards.  Count  Lewis,  who  was  at  hand 
with  a  hundred  horfe,  immediately  rufhed  in, 
and  having  taken  poftellion  of  the  gate  with  a 
part  of  his  troops,  he  traverfed  the  principal 
ftreets  of  the  city  with  the  reft,  and  proclaim¬ 
ed  to  the  inhabitants,  that  he  was  not  come  as 
an  enemy,  but  as  a  friend  ;  and  that  the  prince 
of  Orange  was  approaching  with  a  powerful 
army,  to  affert  their  liberty,  and  to  deliver 
them  from  all  thofe  oppreffive  taxes  which 
had  been  impofed  upon  them  by  the  duke 
of  Alva. 

All  the  citizens  (till  remained  within  their 
houfes,  except  a  few  who  were  privy  to  his  de- 
fign ;  but  he  began  to  grow  uneafy  when  he 
refle&ed  on  the  fmall  number  of  men  that  were 
with  him,  and  to  wonder  that  the  reft  of  his 
troops  were  not  come  forward.  It  was  to  no 
purpofe,  he  knew,  to  attempt  keeping  poftef- 
fion  of  fo  great  a  town  with  fo  fmall  a  force. 
He  rode  out  therefore  as  faft  as  he  could  to¬ 
wards  the  place  where  he  had  left  his  troops, 
who  had  loft  their  way,  and  were  wandering  in 
the  wood.  He  conduced  them  immediately 
to  the  city  ;  not  without  anxiety,  left  he  fhould 
find  the  gate  {hut  againft  him  on  his  return. 
But  fuch  was  the  confternation  of  the  citizens, 
and  their  ignorance  of  what  had  paffed,  that 
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o  k  none  of  them  had  ventured  to  dir  without  their 
—  houfes.  The  gate  was  ftill  open,  and  every 

is:-  thing  in  the  town  as  quiet  and  motionlefs  as 

when  he  left  it.  He  then  placed  his  guards  at 
the  feveral  gates,  and  on  the  ramparts ;  and 
calling  the  magiflrates  together,  explained  to 
them  his  own,  and  his  brother’s  defigns  ;  giv¬ 
ing  them  the  dronged  affurances  that  no  vio¬ 
lence  fhould  be  committed  by  his  foldiers.  Af¬ 
ter  which  he  commanded  fuch  of  the  citizens  as 
he  could  not  trud,  to  deliver  up  their  arms  ; 
and  ordered  all  of  them  to  proceed  as  formerly 
in  the  purfuit  of  their  cudomary  occupations. 
His  troops  did  not  amount  to  more  than  fifteen 
hundred  men ;  but  he  foon  acquired  a  much 
greater  force  by  the  acceffion  of  many  pro- 
tedants,  who  haflened  to  his  affidance  from 
Picardy  and  Champaign b. 

The  lofs  of  Mons  affefted  the  duke  of  Alva 
in  the  mod  fenfible  manner  ;  and  it  gave  him 
the  greater  uneafinefs  and  concern,  as  it  was 
altogether  unexpected.  Being  no  dranger  to 
count  Lewis’s  enterprifmg  genius,  he  had  kept 
an  anxious  eye  upon  all  his  motions,  during 
his  abode  in  France  ;  efpecially  after  the  peace 
of  St.  Germains,  and  the  kind  reception  he 
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had  met  with  from  the  king.  The  lateft  ac¬ 
count  which  he  had  received  of  him  from  his 
fpies  at  Paris  was,  that  he  was  playing  at 
tennis ;  by  which  piece  of  intelligence  they 
meant  to  infmuate,  that  he  was  more  attentive 
to  amufement  than  to  any  ferious  purfuit. 
When  the  duke  therefore  was  informed  of  his 
fuccefs  at  Mons,  he  difcovered  the  utmoft  im¬ 
patience  and  chagrin.  In  the  rage  which  it 
excited  in  him,  throwing  down  his  hat,  and 
trampling  upon  it,  “  I  have  been  deceived,  he 
cried,  by  a  Tufcan  woman  (meaning  Cathe¬ 
rine  of  Medicis),  but  ere  long,  inftead  of  Tuf¬ 
can  lilies  fhe  Ihall  feel  the  fmart  of  Spanifh 
thorns.” 

« 

His  vexation  was  much  increafed  by  his 
knowledge  of  the  great  importance  of  the 
place  which  he  had  loft.  He  conftdered  that 
Mons  was  not  only  the  capital  of  the  province 
of  Hainault,  but  one  of  the  largeft  and  moft 
populous  cities  in  the  Low-Countries ;  that, 
A  being  fituated  in  a  marftry  foil,  it  might  eafily 
be  rendered  impregnable  ;  that  although  it  was 
not  in  the  line  of  the  barrier  towns,  yet  it  was 
removed  at  fo  fmall  a  diftance  from  the  fron¬ 
tier,  that  the  polfeftion  of  it  muft  greatly  faci¬ 
litate  the  entrance  of  foreign  troops  into  the 
provinces  j  and  that  either  the  French  king* 
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whofe  conduct  had  for  fome  time  part  had  fo 
hoftile  an  appearance,  or  the  prince  of  Orange, 
could  eafily  furnifh  it  with  fupplies. 

These  confiderations  made  him  refolve  to 
attempt  the  recovery  of  it  without  delay ;  but 
while  he  was  making  the  preparations  neceffary 
for  this  purpofe,  he  received  intelligence  of 
the  revolution  in  Holland  5  and  at  the  fame 
time  was  informed,  that  the  prince  of  Orange, 
having  already  collected  a  numerous  army,  was 
about  to  begin  his  march.  Alva,  far  from 
fhrinking  at  the  view  of  fo  many  impending 
dangers,  exerted  himfelf  with  great  adtivity 
and  vigour  to  repel  them.  He  earned  on  his 
levies  with  the  utmofl  diligence,  and  in  a  very 
fhort  time  found  himfelf  poffeffed  of  between 
five  and  fix  thoufand  German  horfe,  and 
eighteen  thoufand  foot  of  the  fame  nation ;  be- 
fides  fifty  companies  of  Spaniards,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  Walloons,  and  other  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Netherlands.  He  would  gladly 
have  fent  a  part  of  thefe  forces  to  recover  the 
revolted  cities  in  the  maritime  provinces,  and 
the  reft  to  the  fiege  of  Mons  ;  but  when  he  re¬ 
flected  on  the  difficulty  which  he  muft  en¬ 
counter  in  either  of  thefe  two  enterprifes,  he 
apprehended  that  his  army,  numerous  as  it  was, 
could  not  with  jafety  be  divided.  He  re- 
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folved  therefore  to  employ  it,  whole  and  entire, 
againft  his  enemies  on  one  hand  of  him,  before 
he  ffiould  turn  it  to  the  other. 

Still,  however,  he  remained  in  great  per¬ 
plexity,  finding  it  difficult  to  determine  whether 
it  was  moft  expedient  to  begin  with  the  fiege 
of  Mons,  or  the  recovery  of  the  maritime  pro¬ 
vinces.  And  to  affift  him  in  deciding  this  im¬ 
portant  queftion,  he  called  a  council  of  his 
principal  officers;  when  the  marquis  of  Vitelli, 
one  of  the  firft  in  rank,  as  well  as  in  military 
merit,  advifed  him  earneftly  to  begin  with  the 
latter,  and  fupported  his  opinion  by  obferving, 
“  That  although  the  interior  provinces  were 
liable  to  be  invaded  from  the  fide  of  France  or 
Germany,  yet  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  re¬ 
cover  whatever  cities  ffiould  be  loft  in  thofe 
provinces,  as  the  inhabitants  were  in  general 
more  loyal  than  thofe  of  Holland  and  Zealand, 
and  much  lefs  infefted  with  the  fpirit  of  inno¬ 
vation  in  religion.  That  the  Huguenots  un¬ 
der  count  Lewis  were  deftitute  of  means  to 
fupport  themfelves,  and  muft  foon  be  difperf- 
ed ;  for  he  could  not  be  perfuaded  that  the 
French  king,  who  had  hitherto  ffiewn  fo  much 
zeal  for  the  true  religion,  would  ever  debafe 
himfelf  fo  far,  as  to  favour  the  attempts  of  his 
rebellious  fubjedts  to  fubvert  it.  The  German 
forces  under  the  prince  of  Orange,  undifciplined 
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book,  arid  tumultuary,  were  actuated  in  their  prei 

_ — fent  warfare,  by  no  other  motives  but  thofe  of 

*572.  pay  and  plunder.  And  if  they  were  difap- 

pointed  in  their  expectation  of  thefe,  there  was 
little  ground  to  doubt  that  they  would  choofe 
rather  to  return  home,  after  taking  vengeance 
on  their  leaders,  than  expofe  themfelves  to  the 
fatigue  and  danger  of  befieging  towns  and  for- 
treifes.  “  We  may  therefore,  without  anxiety,’* 
continued  he,  “  put  off  the  fiege  of  Mons,  and 
the  defence  of  the  inland  frontier,  till  a  more 
convenient  feafon  fhall  arrive.  But  the  {fate  of 
the  maritime  provinces  admits  not  of  the  lead 
delay.  The  people  there  are  univerfally  infect¬ 
ed  with  herefv.  Thev  have  conceived  a  de- 

J  J 

gree  of  phrenzy,  and  indulged  themfelves  in 
the  moifc  extravagant  excelfes  again!!  the 
church  and  the  king.  Their  fituation,  ffrong 
by  nature,  will  foon  be  rendered  impregnable. 
Every  paffage  of  a  river  and  canal  will  require 
an  army  to  force  it,  and  every  fiege,  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  finifh  it.  By  the  fea,  and  by  the 
rivers,  they  can  be  always  richly  furnifhed 
with  provifions  ;  they  can  every  hour  receive 
fuccour  from  France,  Germany,  or  England  j 
and  will  be  able,  by  their  naval  force,  to  pre- 
vent  the  king’s  army  from  receiving  fupplies 
from  Spain.  It  is  there  too,  the  prince  of 
Orange,  for  many  years,  was  governor.  There 
he  poffeifes  feveral  large  eflates  $  and  he  has 
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formed  there  numerous  and  clofe  connections 
with  perfons  of  the  greateft  influence  in  the 
country.  As  it  was  in  thefe  provinces  he  firfl 
erected  the  flandard  of  rebellion,  it  is  in  them 
he  intends  to  fix  the  feat  of  that  ufurped  do¬ 
minion  which  he  is  fo  ambitious  to  maintain* 
Let  us  attack  our  enemy  firfl  in  his  flrong 
hold ;  and  when  we  have  driven  him  from 
thence,  we  (hall  find  it  much  eafier  to  pre¬ 
vent  him  from  eflablifhing  himfelf  in  any  other 
quarter*” 

Sucrt  Were  the  reafons  which  Vitelli  gave 
for  advifing  the  duke  of  Alva  to  poflpone  the 
fiege  of  Mons;  and,  if  his  advice  had  been 
followed,  it  is  probable  that  the  republic  of 
the  United  Provinces  would  never  have  been 
formed.  The  people  had  not  yet  had  time  to 
put  the  cities  into  a  proper  flate  of  defence,  and 
they  could  not  have  long  refilled  fo  great  a 
force  as  the  duke  of  Alva  might  have  employed 
to  fubdue  them.  Amflerdam  and  Middleburg 
were  flill  unlhaken  in  their  allegiance.  With 
the  fhips  belonging  to  thefe  two  wealthy  ci¬ 
ties,  and  thofe  which  he  would  have  received 
from  Spain,  a  fleet  might  have  been  equipped 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  proteflants ;  who  muft 
have  been  foon  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  fub- 
mitting  to  whatever  terms  Philip  might  have 
thought  fit  to  impofe. 
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No  filch  pernicious  confequences  as  thcfe 
which  were  foretold  by  Vitelli,  could  have  fol¬ 
lowed  from  allowing  the  enemy  to  remain  for 
fome  time  in  poffeffion  of  Mons ;  nor  even  from 
the  conquer!:  which  the  prince  of  Orange  might 
have  made  of  other  places.  In  an  open  coun¬ 
try,  fuch  as  the  interior  provinces,  the  fate  of 
towns  mud  depend  entirely  on  the  number  and 
difcipline  of  the  armies  employed  to  attack  or 
defend  them ;  and  in  both  thefe  refpedts,  the 
duke  of  Alva  had  reafon  to  believe  that  he 
would  be  at  all  times  able  to  maintain  his  fupe- 
rioi'ity ;  efpecially  if,  by  fird  reducing  the  ma¬ 
ritime  provinces,  he  could  keep  open  his  com¬ 
munication  by  fea  with  Spain, 

But  it  is  infinitely  eafier  for  men  to  judge 
concerning  matters  of  fuch  nice  deliberation, 
after  the  event  has  happened,  than  when  they 
are  about  to  enter  upon  a&ion.  It  ought  to  be 
confidered,  that  Alva  had  not  yet  experienced 
the  difficulties  attending  the  fiege  of  towns, 
fituated  in  a  country  fo  much  interfered  by  the 
fea,  by  rivers  and  canals,  as  the  maritime 
provinces ;  and  could  not  forefee  thofe  amazing 
exertions  which  the  people  made,  fird  in  their 
preparations  for  war,  and  afterwards  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  their  cities  when  attacked.  He  had 
likewife  reafon  to  entertain  fufpicions  of  the 
hodile  intentions  of  the  French  king.  He 
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dreaded  the  havoc  which  would  be  made  by 
the  army  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  in  the  richer 
and  rpore  fertile  provinces ;  and  thought  it 
would  bring  an  indelible  ftain  upon  his  honour, 
if  he  did  not  endeavour  to  prevent  it.  Befides 
thefe  motives,  it  is  not  improbable,  confider- 
ing  the  natural  violence  of  his  temper,  that  he 
was  in  fome  degree  influenced,  in  the  refolu- 
tion  which  he  formed,  by  his  perfonal  jealoufy 
of  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  his  defire  of  dif- 
appointing  a  fecond  time  the  attempts  of  one 
who  had  formerly  rivalled  him  in  the  favour  of 
his  prince. 

Whatever  were  his  motives,  he  refolved  to 
begin  his  operations  with  the  fiege  of  Mons  ; 
and  to  delay  the  reduction  of  Holland  till  he 
fhould  difengage  himfelf  from  his  enemies  on 
the  fouthern  frontier.  In  order  to  increafe  the 
number  of  his  forces,  he  commanded  the  garri- 
fons  of  Rotterdam  and  Delffhaven,  the  only 
towns  in  Holland  in  which  he  had  any  garrifons 
left,  to  join  him  ;  and  immediately  fent  off  his 
fon  Frederic  de  Toledo,  accompanied  by  Noin* 
Cannes  and  Vitelli,  with  a  part  of  the  troops,  to 
form  the  blockade  of  Mons. 

The  inhabitants  of  that  city,  though  fufpi- 
cious  at  firft  of  count  Lewis’s  intentions,  were 
now  well  fatisfied  with  his  government,  and 
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were  folicitous  to  provide  for  their  defence 
againfl  the  Spaniards.  They  aflifted  him  with 
great  alacrity  in  completing  their  fortifications. 
They  were  active  in  laying  in  military  ftores 
and  provifions;  and  having  repeatedly  fallied 
out  for  this  purpofe,  after  Toledo’s  arrival  in 
their  neighbourhood,  they  had  feveral  ren¬ 
counters  with  his  troops. 

Lewis  had,  fome  time  before,  fent  the  Sieur 
de  Jenlis  to  Paris,  to  inform  the  king  of  his  fuc- 
eefs,  and  to  folicit  the  fpeedy  march  of  the 
troops  which  he  had  promifed  to  fend  to  his 
affiftance.  Charles  received  Jenlis  in  the  moil 
gracious  manner,  affe&ed  to  be  extremely  happy 
with  the  accounts  which  he  had  brought  him, 
and  gave  him  authority  to  levy  forces ;  hoping 
that  before  they  could  take  the  field,  he  would 
be  able  to  put  an  end  to  the  fcene  of  diflimula- 
tion  which  he  had  fo  long  been  acting.  But 
the  admiral,  who  was  allowed  to  exercife  an 
unlimited  power  in  the  adminiftration,  pufhed 
forward  the  levies  with  greater  vigour  than  the 
king  intended ;  and  in  a  few  weeks,  Jenlis 
was  ready  to  fet  out  with  between  four  and  five 
thoufand  foot,  and  four  hundred  horfe.  The 
admiral  and  count  Lewis  concurred  in  advifing 
him  to  diredt  his  march  by  the  way  of  Cambray, 
that  he  might  avoid  being  intercepted  by  the 
enemy,  and  join  the  army  of  the  prince  of 

Orange. 
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Orange.  But  Jenlis  refufed  to  comply  with  b  00  k 
this  wholefome  counfel.  He  vainly  hoped  to 
be  able,  with  his  own  forces  alone,  to  oblige  1 57"v 

the  Spaniards  to  quit  the  liege  ;  and  he  wilhed 
to  fecure  this  honour  to  himfelf,  rather  than 
leave  it  to  be  reaped  by  the  prince  of  Orange. 

Notice  was  fent  privately  to  Toledo,  from  the 
court  of  France,  of  the  route  which  he  was  to 
take,  and  of  the  time  of  his  departure.  Tole¬ 
do  immediately  drew  off  his  forces  from  the 
blockade,  and  advanced  to  meet  him  on  the 
frontier;  being  defirous  to  engage  at  a  diltance 
from  the  town,  left  count  Lewis  Ihould  fally 
out,  and  attack  the  Spaniards  in  the  rear,  when 
they  were  engaged  in  battle  with  Jenlis.  To¬ 
ledo  had  reached  a  village  called  St.  Ghillain, 
at  the  diftance  of  a  few  miles  from  Mons,  when 
he  was  informed  that  the  enemy  had  entered  a 
neighbouring  wood,  and  that  upon  their  com¬ 
ing  out  from  it  he  might  attack  them  with  great 
advantage.  He  ordered  his  cavalry  to  march 
firft,  and  followed  as  fall  as  he  was  able  with 
the  infantry.  The  cavalry  had  almoft  reached 
the  borders  of  the  wood,  when  they  perceived  a 
hundred  of  the  enemy’s  horfe  that  had  been 
fent  before  to  reconnoitre.  Thefe  the  Spani. 
ards  inftantly  attacked,  and  drove  back  into  the 
wood,  purfuing  them  clofely  till  they  reached 
the  main  army,  which  was  thrown  into  confu- 
fjon  by  the  precipitate  flight  of  the  fugitives. 
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In  a  very  little  time  the  whole  Spanifh  army 
arrived,  and  began  the  attack  before  Jenlis 
had  time  to  draw  up  his  men  in  order  of  battle. 
The  French  made  refiftance,  however,  for  two 
hours  with  great  bravery;  but  at  laft  they  gave 
way,  and  endeavoured  to  fave  themfelves  by 
flight.  Upwards  of  twelve  hundred  fell  on  the 
field,  and  many  were  killed  in  the  purfuit, 
partly  by  the  Spaniards,  and  partly  by  the 
country  people,  who  took  cruel  vengeance  for 
the  injuries  which  they  had  received  from  them 
in  their  march,  jenlis  himfelf  was  taken  pri- 
foner,  and  conducted  to  the  citadel  of  Ant¬ 
werp  ;  where,  having  died  fuddenly,  his  death 
was  afcribed  to  poifon.  The  lofs  fuftair.ed  by 
the  Spanifli  army  was  inconfiderable. 

Toledo  returned  to  Mons  in  a  few  days  after 
this  diftinguifhed  victory:  and  foon  after  the 
duke  of  Alva  arrived.  This  cautious  general 
having  drawn  a  double  trench  and  rampart 
round  his  army,  by  which  it  was  rendered 
fecure  on  one  fide  againfl:  the  fallies  of  the 
befieged,  and  on  the  other,  againfl;  any  fudden 
attack  that  might  be  made  upon  it  by  the  prince 
of  Orange,  he  immediately  eredted  feveral  bat¬ 
teries,  and  began  his  fire  in  different  quarters 
with  great  fury.  The  befieged  difcovered  no 
lefs  vigour  in  their  defence  ;  which  was  con¬ 
ducted  with  great  prudence,  as  well  as  the 

mod 
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moft  indefatigable  aflivity,  by  count  Lewis, 
feconded  in  all  his  operations  by  the  celebrated 
La  Noue,  who  had  gained  diftinguifhed  re¬ 
nown  in  the  civil  wars  of  France. 

But  although  the  befieged  difplayed  the  ut- 
moft  Ikill  and  intrepidity,  they  had  no  hopes 
of  being  able  to  raife  the  liege,  without  the 
afiiftance  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  William 
had  already  penetrated  into  the  Low  Countries, 
and  advanced  as  far  as  Ruremond.  There  he 
flopped,  and  demanded  a  fupply  of  provifions 
for  his  troops.  The  government  of  the  town 
was  in  the  hands  of  zealous  catholics,  who  not 
only  rejected  his  requelt,  but  accompanied 
their  refufal  with  a  degree  of  haughtinefs  and 
infolence  by  which  the  prince  and  his  army 
were  highly  exafperated.  There  were  many 
of  the  citizens,  however,  with  whom  he  had 
formerly  held  intelligence.  Having  at  this 
time  renewed  his  correfpondence  with  them,  he 
made  a  brifn  attack  upon  one  of  the  gates. 
The  catholics  fuflained  it  with  fpirit ;  but 
while  they  were  thus  employed,  the  proteftant 
inhabitants  fnatched  the  opportunity,  and  in¬ 
troduced  the  aftailants  by  another  gate  into  the 
city.  It  was  not  then  in  the  power  of  the 
prince  of  Orange  to  reflrain  the  fury  of  his  fol- 
diers.  They  plundered  many  of  the  citizens, 
violated  the  churches,  and  put  to  death,  with 
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book  great  barbarity,  feveral  priefts,  and  other  reli- 

< _ „XL^_,  gionifts.  By  fome  popifh  hiftorians,  William 

I57*.  himfelf  has  been  blamed  on  account  of  thefe 
enormities.  But  thefe  writers  feem  neither  to 
have  known  that  he  publilhed  an  edict  to  pre¬ 
vent  them,  nor  to  have  confidered,  that  as  he 
could  not  but  perceive  that  violent  meafures 
were  calculated  to  hurt  his  caufe,  by  alienating 
the  affections  of  the  people  in  other  cities,  fo 
his  conduCt,  on  innumerable  other  occafions, 
furnifhes  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  his  utter  aver* 
fion  to  all  cruelty  and  outrage. 

•  V 

William’s  acquidtion  of  Ruremond  was  of 
great  importance,  as  it  put  him  in  poffeflion  of 
a  commodious  paffage  over  the  Maefe ;  he 
therefore  left  a  garrifon  to  defend  it,  and  haf- 
tened  afterwards  to  Hainault.  The  citizens  of 
Mechlin  having  been  gained  over  to  his  intereft 
by  the  Sieur  de  Dorp,  opened  their  gates  to  re¬ 
ceive  him.  There  he  likewife  left  a  garrifon. 
The  citizens  of  Louvain  refufed  to  admit  him 
within  their  walls  ;  but,  on  his  preparing  to 
employ  force,  they  confented  to  grant  him  a 
contribution ;  of  which  he  accepted,  in  order 
to  fave  the  time  which  the  fiege  would  have 
coft  him.  Niveile,  Died:,  Sichem,  Tillemont, 
and  feveral  other  towns  furrpndered  to  him  ; 
fome  through  fear,  and  others  through  the  affec¬ 
tion  which  they  bore  to  his  caufe  or  perfon. 

Dendremond 
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Dendremond  and  Oudenarde  were  taken  by 
furprife,  and  great  irregularities  were  commit¬ 
ted  by  the  foldiers  in  both  thefe  places,  efpe- 
daily  in  the  latter,  where,  notwithdanding  their 
leader’s  prohibition,  they  once  more  indulged 
that  ungovernable  fury  with  which  their  bigo¬ 
try  infpired  them  againd  the  eccledadics  of  the 
Romifh  communion. 

William  made  his  flay  at  each  of  thefe 
places  as  {hort  as  podible.  He  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  arrive  in  Hainault  till  the  beginning  of 
September,  when  his  army  amounted  to  more 
than  twenty  thoufand  men. 

So  great  an  army  could  not  be  fupported 
long  without  more  ample  funds  than  he  poflefled. 
The  dates  of  Holland  had  fent  him  a  confider- 
able  fum.  The  exiles  had  tranfmitted  to  him 
a  part  of  the  money  that  arofe  from  their  cap¬ 
tures.  His  other  friends  had  raifed  contribu¬ 
tions  proportioned  to  their  abilities.  But  fo 
great  had  been  the  expence  of  levying,  equip- 
ing,  and  maintaining  his  troops,  and  fuch  im- 
menfe  fums  had  been  laid  out  in  purchafmg 
artillery  and  military  dores,  that  he  had  occa- 
fion  dill  for  all  the  fupplies  which  had  been 
promifed  him  by  the  court  of  France. 

But  his  hopes  of  relief  from  that  quarter 
\ygre  now  utterly  extinguilhed.  The  plan  of 
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treachery  above-mentioned,  which  had  been 
carried  on  for  two  years  with  a  degree  of  per- 
feverance  as  well  as  of  difiimulation  that  has 
not  its  parallel  in  hiftory,  was  at  this  time 
brought  to  a  conclufxon.  The  artifices  em¬ 
ployed  to  delude  the  proteftant  leaders  had  at 
length  fucceeded,  and  they  were  almoft  all 
caught  in  the  net  which  had  been  prepared  for 
their  defiruction. 

The  admiral  had  remained  at  court  for  feve- 
ral  months,  during  which  time  Charles  gave 
him  every  day  frefh  marks  of  affedtion  and 
•  efteem.  That  deceitful  monarch  had  fhewn 
likewife  a  particular  attachment  to  the  admi¬ 
ral’s  friends,  and  was  perpetually  furrounded 
with  them  at  council,  in  his  own  apartments, 
and  when  he  went  abroad.  With  his  permif- 
fion,  the  admiral  had  left  Paris,  and  gone  to 
Chatillon,  where  he  ftaid  for  foine  time  to  fettle 
his  private  affairs.  This  indulgence  wras  calculat¬ 
ed  to  create  in  him  the  mod  affurfed  confidence  ; 
fince  it  could  hardly  be  fuppofed,  that  if  the 
king  had  intended  him  any  harm,  by  enticing 
him  to  court,  he  would  have  allowed  him  to 
depart  from  it.  To  fuch  a  height  was  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  fecurity  now  rifen,  that  when  Charles 
expreffed  his  defire  of  having  all  grounds  of  en¬ 
mity  between  him  and  the  Guifes  removed,  he 
readily  confented  that  they  fhould  come  to 
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Paris,  and  agreed  to  refer  the  feveral  points  of  book 
difference  between  himfelf  and  them  to  the 
king’s  decifion.  In  a  few  days  after,  the  duke  I5'2* 
of  Guife  arrived,  attended  by  a  numerous  train 
of  dependants ;  and  a  formal  reconciliation  was 
made  in  prefence  of  the  king.  But  it  foon  ap¬ 
peared  how  little  fmcerity  there  was  on  one  fide, 
in  the  profeffions  which  were  uttered  on  that 
occafion. 

As  a  prelude  to  the  final  cataftrophe,  the 
queen  of  Navarre,  a  princefs  who  by  her  fpirit 
and  magnanimity  had  long  been  formidable 
to  the  catholics,  died,  after  a  fhort  illnefs, 
which  was  generally  afcribed  to  poifon.  And 
an  attempt  was  made,  by  a  partifan  of  Guife, 
to  affaffmate  the  admiral.  By  this  laft  event 
the  protellants  were  greatly  alarmed  ;  but  the 
king  and  queen-mother,  by  redoubling  their 
difiimulation,  and  aifuming,  with  confummate 
artifice,  the  appearance  of  deep  concern  for 
what  had  happened,  prevented  the  admiral 
from  fufpe&ing  them  to  have  been  privy  to  it, 
and  diverted  him  and  the  other  proteftant 
leaders  from  forming  any  vigorous  refolution 
of  providing  for  their  fafety.  They  were  all 
found  therefore  defencelefs  and  unprepared. 

v 

In  that  horrid  fcene  which  palled  on  the 
night  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  Augufi:,  the  duke 
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book  of  Guife  was  the  principal  adtor.  But  his  fa-* 

_  XI,_  vage  fpirit  quickly  diffufed  itfelf  into  every 
1572.  bread  ;  and  no  catholic  declined  to  affid  him 
in  the  execution  of  his  bloody  purpofe.  The 
admiral,  to  whom,  not  many  days  before,  he 
had  pledged  his  friendship,  was  among  the  firft 
who  fell  a  facrifice  to  his  fury.  This  great  man 
died  with  a  fortitude  and  tranquillity  fuitable 
to  his  charadter.  “  Young  man,”  faid  he  to 
La  Befme  (who  was  fent  into  his  apartment 
by  the  duke  of  Guife,  while  Guife  himfelf  re¬ 
mained  without  till  the  deed  was  perpetrated), 
“  you  ought  to  reverence  grey  hairs  ;  but  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  execution  of  your  defign  ;  you  can 
fhorten  my  life  but  a  very  little.”  While  he 
wras  faying  this,  the  affaffin  plunged  his  fword 
into  his  bread.  At  the  fame  time  all  his  do- 
meflics  and  friends  were  murdered  j  among 
whom  was  the  brave  Guerchy,  his  lieutenant, 
and  his  fon-in-law,  the  amiable  Teligny,  who 
had  won  even  the  favage  heart  of  Charles,  and 
whofe  engaging  afpedt  fufpended  for  fome 
time  the  lifted  hands  of  his  murderers.  But  it 
does  not  belong  to  this  hidory  to  enter  more 
particularly  into  the  detail  of  this  tranfadlion. 
Upwards  of  ten  thoufand  protedants  were  maf- 
facred  in  Paris  alone ;  and  in  the  other  cities 
of  the  kingdom,  between  fifty  and  fixty  thou¬ 
fand  c 
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Of  this  horrid  maffacre,  the  firfl  idea  is  faid 
to  have  been  fuggefted  to  the  queen-mother  by 
Philip,  through  the  duke  of  Alva,  at  confe¬ 
rences  held  at  Bayonne  in  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fifty -nine  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that 
intelligence  of  it  was  received  at  Madrid  with 
the  utmofl  joy.  Philip  offered  public  thankf- 
giving  to  heaven  for  the  deftrudion  of  his 
enemies ;  and  wrote  to  Charles  a  congratula¬ 
tory  letter  on  the  fubjed.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  filled  the  protefiants  in  the  Low  Countries 
with  horror  and  confternation.  Their  hopes 
of  obtaining  deliverance  from  the  Spanifh 
yoke,  through  the  powerful  aid  of  France, 
had  been  raifed  to  the  greateft  height,  and 
their  dejedion  now  was  in  proportion  to  their 
former  expedations. 

Nothing  could  be  more  galling  to  the 
prince  of  Orange  than  the  news  of  this  difafter. 
Befides  the  cruel  difappointment  of  finding  a 
powerful  monarch  his  mortal  enemy,  whom 
he  had  fo  much  reafon  to  believe  to  be  his 
friend,  he  knew  not  what  dangerous  effed  this 
unexpeded  revolution  might  produce  upon  his 
troops,  efpecially  as  fome  of  them  were  fub- 
jeds  of  France,  and  had  entered  into  his  fer- 
vice,  under  a  belief  that  their  king  was  to  fup- 
port  them  in  their  prefent  enterprife. 
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Perceiving,  therefore,  the  neceflity  of  pufh- 
mg  forward  his  operations  with  the  utmoft 
vigour,  and  being  perfuaded,  that,  without 
fome  fignal  inilance  of  fuccefs,  he  could  not 
long  fupport  his  army,  he  advanced  without 
delay  towards  Mons ;  being  refolved  to  try 
every  expedient,  not  only  to  raife  the  fiege, 
but  if  pofftble  to  bring  on  a  general  engage¬ 
ment. 

The  duke  eafily  penetrated  into  his  defign, 
and  omitted  nothing  in  his  power  to  prevent 
him  from  carrying  it  into  execution.  After 
the  arrival  of  feveral  German  auxiliaries  in  his 
camp,  his  army  was  fuperior  in  number,  as  it 
had  always  been  in  difcipline,  to  that  of  the 
prince ;  and  he  could  not  have  much  reafon  to 
dread  the  event  of  a  battle,  in  cafe  he  Ihould 
find  it  unavoidable.  But  knowing  that  the 
fate  of  battles  is  decided  fometimes  by  acci¬ 
dents,  againft  which  no  human  prudence  can 
provide ;  and  confidering,  that  the  prince’s 
army,  through  the  fcantinefs  of  his  funds, 
would  probably  foon  fill  to  pieces  of  itfelf,  he 
refumed  the  principles  on  which  he  had  a&ed  in 
the  time  of  William’s  former  expedition,  and 
refolved  to  avoid  expofmg  his  troops  to  any  un- 
neceffary  rifk  ;  hoping,  that,  by  tiring  out  the 
enemy,  he  ftiould  be  able  to  triumph  over 
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them  without  fighting.  With  this  view,  while 
he  inverted  the  town  on  every  fide,  and  pre¬ 
vented  any  fupplies  from  being  thrown  into  it, 
he  entrenched  his  camp  fo  rtrongly,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  entirely  impra&icable  for  the  prince  of 
Orange  to  force  his  lines.  He  fortified  the 
feveral  partes  by  which  the  town  might  be  ap¬ 
proached  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  ;  watched 
over  every  operation  himfelf,  with  indefatigable 
attention  ;  and  forbade  his  men  to  engage  in 
the  flighted  fkirmifli  with  the  enemy,  what¬ 
ever  provocation  they  might  receive. 

After  having  taken  thefe  precautions,  he 
fent ,  out  five  hundred  horfe  to  reconnoitre. 
They  were  met  by  nearly  the  fame  number  of 
German  horfe,  commanded  by  count  Henry, 
William’s  youngert  brother,  who  being  ambi¬ 
tious  to  diftinguilh  himfelf  in  this  his  firft  cam¬ 
paign,  attacked  the  Spaniards  with  uncommon 
fury,  and  after  killing  many  of  them,  broke 
their  ranks,  and  drove  them  back  in  great  con- 
fufion.  The  Prince  himfelf  followed  foon  af¬ 
terwards  with  all  his  army,  and  drew  it  up  in 
battle  array  before- the  duke  of  Alva’s  camp. 

But  Alva,  more  determined  than  ever  fince 
the  repulfe  of  the  cavalry,  to  adhere  to  his  plan, 
kept  all  his  men  within  their  entrenchments. 
The  prince  of  Orange  omitted  nothing  in  his 
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power  to  induce  him  to  change  his  purpofe^ 
He  fhifted  his  ground,  intercepted  the  convoys 
of  provifions,  attacked  foragers,  and  fent  out 
parties  on  every  fide,  with  a  view  to  entice 
the  enemy  to  quit  their  lines. 

There  were  perfons  in  the  Spanifh  camp  who 
condemned  their  general’s  condudt  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  exhorted  him  to  put  to  proof  that 
courage  of  which  the  enemy  were  fo  extremely 
ollentatious.  Among  thefe  was  the  archbilhop 
of  Cologne6,  whofe  ardent  fpirit  breathed  no¬ 
thing  but  war  and  battle,  and  who  could  not 
relifh  thofe  cautious  maxims  by  which  the  duke 
of  Alva  had  refolved  to  regulate  his  condudh 
Alva  remained  equally  firm  againft  the  impor¬ 
tunities  of  his  friends,  and  the  arts  that  were 
pradtifed  by  the  enemy.  It  was  a  maxim  often 
in  his  mouth,  that  as  all  human  events  are  pre¬ 
carious,  the  moil  precarious  of  all  is  a  battle  ; 
to  which  he  added,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  the 
aim  of  a  general  to  fight,  but  to  overcome  ;  and 
that  there  were  other  means  by  which  this  aim 
might  be  accomplilhed  more  effectually  than 
by  fighting. 

But  although  his  condudt  was  not  approved 
by  the  archbilhop  of  Cologne,  he  had  the  fatif- 
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faction  to  know  that  it  gave  the  greateft  uneafi- 
nefs  to  the  prince  of  Orange  ;  who  perceived, 
that  if  an  opportunity  did  not  offer  foon  of 
ftriking  fome  important  blow,  by  which  he 
might  raife  the  fiege,  it  woul,d  not  be  poflible 
for  him  to  keep  his  army  together.  His 
finances  did  not  enable  him  to  bring  provifions 
from  a  diffance,  and  all  the  country  round  had 
been  plundered  by  the  Spaniards.  Being  dri¬ 
ven  therefore  to  defpair,  he  made  a  bold  effort 
to  break  through  the  enemy’s  entrenchments ; 
but  this  adventurous  attempt,  which  nothing 
could  juftify  but  the  urgent  motive  that  incited 
him,  was  attended  with  fuch  an  iffue  as  he  had 
reafon  to  expert.  His  men  were  bravely  re- 
pulfed,  and  a  confiderable  lofs  fuftained. 

He  now  relinquifhed  all  hopes  of  either  raff¬ 
ing  the  fiege,  or  forcing  an  engagement ;  and 
he  refolved  to  leave  Hainault,  after  attempting 
to  introduce  fuch  fupplies  into  the  town  as 
might  enable  the  garrifon  to  hold  out  till  win¬ 
ter,  when  the  duke  of  Alva  would  be  obliged 
to  retire.  For  this  purpofe,  he  made  choice 
of  two  thoufand  horfe  and  one  thoufand  foot, 
the  flower  of  his  army.  There  was  only  a  Angle 
pafs  by  which  they  could  have  accefs  to  the 
town,  and  at  that  place  Alva  had  built  a  ftrong 
fort,  of  which  he  committed  the  defence  to  a 
feleift  body  of  Spanifh  troops,  under  the  com- 
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book  mand  of  Saneio  d’ Avila  and  Julio  Romero. 

_ _  Notwithdanding  this  precaution,  which  left 

!5r-  hardly  a  poffibiiity  of  fuccefs,  the  troops  defin¬ 
ed  for  the  relief  of  Mons  advanced  towards  the 
pafs  with  the  utmod  intrepidity.  Romero  and 
d’ Avila  received  them  with  equal  intrepidity ; 
and  were  feconded  by  the  guns  of  the  fort. 
The  combat  was  hot  and  furious.  There  was 
a  brifk  cannonading  during  the  time  of  it  from 
the  two  armies,  and  from  the  town  ;  but  the 
fire  from  the  fort  did  the  greated  execution  ; 
and  the  Germans,  after  feveral  hundreds  of 
their  number  had  fallen,  wrere  at  lad  obliged 
to  abandon  their  attempt. 

The  prince  The  prince  of  Orange,  now  convinced  of  the 
leave  hai-  impoffibiliiy  of  relieving  the  bedeged  in  oppo- 
■iaulr‘ .  fition  to  fo  powerful  an  army,  immediately  de¬ 
camped.  The  duke  of  Alva  followed  him 
next  day  with  mod  of  his  forces,  and  in  every 
movement  difcovered  the  mod  confummate 
fkill ;  fo  that  he  at  once  prevented  the  Prince 
from  ^et  rning  towards  Mons,  and  avoided  be¬ 
ing  reduced  himfelf  to  the  neceflity  of  fighting. 
It  was  not  long  before  he  learned  that  there  was 
not  the  fame  good  order  in  the  Prince’s  army, 
which  had  hitherto  been  obferved  in  it.  Wil¬ 
liam’s  authority  over  his  troops  had  differed 
greatly  by  the  failure  of  his  late  attempts ; 
and  he  was  unable  any  longer  to  maintain  that 
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perfeft  difcipline,  without  which  no  army,  how¬ 
ever  numerous,  can  be  formidable. 

Alva  readily  embraced  the  opportunity 
which  this  circumftance  afforded  him.  Hav¬ 
ing  taken  a  view  in  perfon  of  the  enemy’s  quar¬ 
ters,  he  refolved  to  attack  them  in  the  night. 
He  committed  the  charge  of  this  enterprife  to 
Julio  Romero,  and  gave  him  two  thoufind 
chofen  infantry,  who  were  ordered  to  be  ready 
to  march  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  each  with 
a  fhirt  over  his  armour,  to  enable  them  to  dif. 
tinguifh  one  another.  They  fell  with  great 
fury  on  the  Germans,  who  were  ftationed  to 
guard  the  camp  \  and  as  moll  of  them  were  fall 
afleep,  they  made  dreadful  havoc  among  them, 
till  the  alarm  was  communicated  to  the  reft, 
who  were  foon  roufed  by  the  groans  and  fhrieks 
of  the  wounded.  At  firft,  believing  that  the 
whole  Spanifh  army  had  attacked  them,  they 
fled  precipitately.  The  aflailants  had  in  the 
beginning  fet  fire  to  the  tents,  and  many  of 
the  Germans  perifhed  in  the  flames.  But  this 
circumftance,  by  which  the  horror  of  the  fcene 
was  augmented,  faved  the  German  army  from 
deftru&ion.  It  difcovered  the  number  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  made  it  eafier  for  the  prince 
of  Orange  to  draw  up  his  men,  and  to  know 
in  what  quarter  he  might  find  the  enemy.  But 
the  aflailants  perceiving  that  the  whole  camp 
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book  was  up  in  arms,  made  their  retreat  in  time,  and 

XI  A  • 

_ _ .  eluded  the  vengeance  which  they  faw  approach- 

i57i.  ing.  By  the  favour  of  tne  night  they  efcaped 
with  little  lofs,  after  having  put  to  the  fword 
near  five  hundred  of  the  Germans. 

The  confequences  of  this  difafter  were  more 
pernicious  to  the  prince  of  Orange  than  the  dif¬ 
after  itfelf.  It  filled  his  troops  with  confterna- 
tion,  and  gave  them  a  formidable  idea  of  the 
Spaniards,  whom,  on  account  of  their  having 
fo  often  declined  fighting,  they  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  defpife.  Without  waiting  for  orders, 
they  haftily  decamped  with  one  confent,  and 
left  a  part  of  their  baggage  a  prey  to  the 
enemy.  They  had  not  candour  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  the  misfortune  which  had  befallen 
them  on  the  preceding  night  wras  owing  to 
their  negligence  in  obeying  orders.  They 
were  difpofed  to  throw  the  blame  of  it  upon 
their  general,  and  began  to  complain,  that  in- 
ftead  of  enriching  them  with  fpoil,  he  had 
brought  them  into  the  Low  Countries,  only  to 
expofe  them  to  perpetual  hardfhips  and  diftrefs. 
He  found  means,  however,  at  this  time  to 
quiet  their  minds,  and  in  fome  meafure  to  rec¬ 
tify  their  opinion  of  his  conduct 

The  duke  of  Alva  was  on  this  occafion  urg^ 
ed  by  his  officers  to  purfue  the  Prince  till  he 
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fhould  drive  him  entirely  out  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  ;  but  he  repeated  the  old  maxim,  That 
it  is  wifer  to  make  a  bridge  for  a  flying  enemy, 
than  to  reduce  them  to  defpair  j  and  returned  to 
the  fiege. 

The  prince  of  Orange  led  his  troops  to 
Mechlin ;  and  having  remained  there  for  fome 
days  to  recruit  them  after  their  fatigue,  he 
continued  his  march  northwards,  till  he  had 
brought  them  as  far  as  Orfoy  in  the  duchy  of 
Cleves.  At  that  place  their  ill-humour  broke 
out  afrefh  with  greater  violence  than  ever,  and 
they  began  to  hold  private  meetings,  in  which 
they  deliberated,  whether,  in  order  to  procure 
payment  of  their  arrears,  they  fhould  not  deli¬ 
ver  him  up  to  the  duke  of  Alva.  The  princi¬ 
pal  officers  received  this  ungenerous  propofal 
with  horror  and  indignation.  They  were  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  Prince  had  done  every  thing 
that  could  have  been  done  by  a  general  of  the 
moll  confummate  abilities.  They  knew  that  he 
had  begun  his  enterprife  with  the  higheft 
probability  of  fuccefs,  and  that  his  failure  in  it 
had  been  almofl  entirely  owing  to  the  treache¬ 
rous  dealings  of  the  French  king ;  by  trufting 
to  whom,  he  had  engaged  in  a  very  different 
plan  of  operations  from  that  which  he  would 
otherwife  have  adopted.  By  thefe  confidera- 
tions  the  officers  were  entirely  fatisfied  :  and 
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through  their  influence,  the  common  foldiers 
were  perfuaded  to  relinquifh  their  perfidious 
defign.  The  army  was  immediately  difbanded  ; 
and  William  fet  out  for  Holland,  where  the 
people  longed  for  his  arrival. 


The  fur- 
render  of 
Mons. 


His  retreat  from  Mons  gave  his  brother, 
count  Lewis,  who  was  naturally  of  a  fanguine 
temper,  the  deepeft  afflidion.  And  this,  joined 
to  the  extreme  fatigue  which  he  had  under¬ 
gone  for  feveral  months  before,  threw  him  into 
a  violent  diftemper,  which  prevented  him 
for  fome  time  from  attending  to  the  fiege. 
But  during  his  confinement  La  Noue  conduded 
the  defence  with  fo  much  fkill  and  intrepi¬ 
dity,  that  Alva  defpairing  of  being  able  be¬ 
fore  winter  to  take  the  town  by  force,  was 
willing  to  agree  to  fuch  terms  of  capitulation, 
as  count  Lewis  thought  it  not  difhonourable  to 
accept.  Thefe  were,  that  the  French,  count 
Lewis,  the  Flemilh  nobility,  and  all  who  were 
not  inhabitants  of  the  place,  fhould  leave  it 
with  their  arms  and  baggage  ;  and  that  fuch 
of  the  inhabitants  as  had  borne  arms  might 
leave  it  with  their  effeds,  but  not  their  arms. 
That  fuch  of  them  as  were  catholics  might  re¬ 
main  in  the  town  unmolefted  ;  but  that  all  the 
proteftants  flrould  not  only  depart  from  the 
town,  but  from  the  Netherlands ;  and  that  all 
perfons,  whether  citizens  or  foreigners,  Ihould 
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take  an  oath,  that  they  would  not  carry  arms 
for  the  fpace  of  a  year,  either  againft  the  king 
of  France  or  the  king  of  Spain;  from  which 
oath  count  Lewis  alone  was  exempted.  This 
capitulation  was  figned  by  the  dukes  of  Alva 
and  Medina  Cceli,  by  Frederic  de  Toledo,  and 
the  baron  de  Noircarmes ;  and  all  the  conditions 
of  it  were  pundtually  fulfilled. 

In  this  manner  was  Mons  recovered  from  the 
proteftants,  after  it  had  been  more  than  three 
months  in  their  pofieffion.  #The  duke  of  Alva 
felt  no  anxiety  with  regard  to  the  recovery  of 
the  cities  which  had  received  the  prince  of 
Orange.  They  were  neither  (Irongly  fortified, 
nor  fufficiently  provided  with  garrifons  to  de¬ 
fend  them.  The  firft  againft  which  he  turned 
his  arms  was  Mechlin ;  and  he  ordered  his 
fon  to  lead  thither  the  Spanifh  troops,  who 
having  received  no  pay  for  fome  time,  ad¬ 
vanced  like  fo  many  famifhed  wolves,  with  a 
refolution  to  fatiate  their  rapacity  by  plundering 
the  inhabitants. 

On  their  arrival,  the  garrifon  wh’ch  h  i 
been  left  in  the  town  by  the  prince  of  Orange 
feemed  determined  to  make  refiftance ;  but 
finding  the  citizens  averfe  trom  co-operating 
with  them,  and  defpairing  of  being  able,  with¬ 
out  their  afliftance,  to  hold  out  long,  they  de- 
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B  'xf  K  ferte(^  the  place  in  the  night ;  and  next  morn- 
' — -  — — /  ing  all  the  priefts  and  ecclefiaftics  went  in  fo- 
I5;2,  lemn  proceflion  to  Toledo’s  tent,  to  deprecate 
his  vengeance.  When  they  were  pleading  the 
caufe  of  the  unhappy  anxious  inhabitants,  and 
reprefenting  that  only  a  fmall  number  of  them 
had  been  guilty,  while  by  far  the  greateft  part 
had  preferved  their  allegiance  ;  the  foldiers,  ap- 
prehenfive  that  Toledo  might  liften  to  this  apo¬ 
logy,  and  difappoint  them  of  their  prey,  rufhed 
forward  to  the  city,  and  broke  into  it,  fome 
by  the  gates,  and  others,  by  the  help  of 
fcaling  ladders,  over  the  walls.  Then  fpread- 
ing  themfelves  like  a  deluge,  they  gave  a  loofe 
to  every  fpecies  of  violence  ;  butchering  fome, 
and  plundering  all  without  mercy.  There 
was  no  diftinction  made  of  age,  fex,  or  condi¬ 
tion.  Virgins  and  matrons  were  violated  be¬ 
fore  the  eyes  of  their  parents  and  bufbands. 
The  churches  and  convents  were  pillaged  as 
well  as  private  houfes ;  and  the  nuns  were  not 
exempted  from  that  brutal  lull  and  fury,  which 
the  Spaniards  indulged  without  control. 

juftifiedby  The  duke  of  Alva  was  fenfible  how  great  an 
Aiva!*  e°  odium  mull  attend  fuch  a  barbarous  treatment 
of  a  city,  which  had  hitherto  been  diflinguifhed 
for  its  fidelity  ;  yet  he  chofe  to  juftify  what 
had  been  done,  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards 
publifhed  a  manifefto,  in  which  he  declared, 

that 
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that  the  citizens  had  fuffered  no  more  than 
their  rebellion-  had  deferved  ;  that  juftice  was 
not  yet  entirely  fatisfred  ;  that  their  crime  me¬ 
rited  a  (till  feverer  punilhment,  than  barely  to 
be  deprived  of  their  effects  ;  and  that  other 
cities  which  had  already  imitated,  or  fhould 
afterwards  imitate,  their  example,  might  ex¬ 
pert,  fooner  or  later,  to  meet  with  the  fame 
fate.  Of  the  facrilege  that  had  been  committed 
on  the  churches  and  convents,  and  the  {hock¬ 
ing  treatment  of  the  weaker  fex,  no  mention 
was  made  in  the  manifefto,  and  no  excufe 
was  ever  offered  for  palling  over  thefe  enormi¬ 
ties  with  impunity.  Great  arrears,  faid  the 
apologifts  of  Alva,  were  at  that  time  due  to  the 
foldiers ;  and,  as  he  could  not  fatisfy  them,  he 
either  thought  it  reafonable  to  allow  them  to 
take  a  compenfation  for  their  pay  ;  or,  being 
well  acquainted  with  their  ferocious  tempers,  he 
was  afraid  to  exercife  his  authority.  The  Spa- 
nilh  foldiers  themfelves,  though  little  fcrupu- 
lous  with  refpedt  to  crimes  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  nature,  juftice,  and  humanity,  were  after¬ 
wards,  agreeably  to  the  character  of  their  na¬ 
tion,  touched  with  remorfe  on  account  of  their 
violation  of  the  churches ;  and  in  order  to  atone 
for  their  guilt,  they  hearkened  to  the  dictates  of 
fuperftition,  and  laid  out  a  portion  of  their  plun¬ 
der  in  building  a  houfe  for  the  jefuits  in  Antwerp'. 
s  Meteren,  p.  107.  Campana,  p.  97.  Bcntiv.  p.  1 14. 
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book  Alva  having  gone  to  Maeftricht,  where  he 
difmiffed  his  German  horfe,  went  from  thence 
c-uei^of  to  -^ru^sJ  while  the  Spaniards  were  permitted 
the  spani-  to  remain  at  Mechlin  for  feveral  days,  which 
pheni  they  employed  in  coliefling  their  plunder,  and 
fending  it  off  in  boats  to  Antwerp,  to  be  ex- 
pofed  to  Tale.  Toledo  then  led  them  againfi:  the 
other  cities  which  had  received  German  garri- 
fons.  Thefe  garrifons  fled  on  his  approach  ;  and 
the  people  agreed  to  pay  exorbitant  contribu¬ 
tions  to  fave  their  cities  from  being  hacked  :  nor 
did  he  meet  with  any  oppofition  in  his  progrefs, 
till  he  came  to  Zutphen,  which  was  at  that  time 
a  place  of  conf datable  ftrength,  It  was  de¬ 
fended  with  a  wail  flanked  with  baftions,  and 
furrounded  with  a  deep  ditch.  The  Iflel  wafhes 
the  fortifications  on  one  fide,  the  Berkel  on 
another ;  and  the  ground  on  the  other  two  fides 
is  fo  extremely  wet  and  marfhy  as  to  render  the 
place,  for  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  year,  almofl: 
inacceflible.  But  unfortunately  for  the  pro- 
teftants  in  garrifon,  they  could  not  avail  them- 
felves  of  thefe  advantages  at  this  juncture  >  the 
frofl:  having  fet  in  with  uncommon  feverity  fe¬ 
veral  days  before  the  arrival  of  Toledo.  He 
found  no  difficulty  therefore  in  approaching  the 
place  with  his  batteries,  and  he  foon  made  a 
breach  in  the  wall.  He  was  preparing  for  an 
aflfault,  when  he  received  intelligence,  that  the 
garrifon,  and  all  fuch  as  had  rendered  them- 
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felves  obnoxious,  had  gone  out  of  the  town  by  book 
the  oppofite  gate ;  and  that  the  citizens  who  re¬ 
mained  were  now,  when  left  at  liberty  to  a£t 
agreeably  to  their  inclination,  willing  imme¬ 
diately  to  furrender  at  difcretion.  But  Toledo 
having,  by  the  fmall  reftftance  which  the  gar- 
rifon  had  made,  got  a  pretext  for  plundering 
this  unhappy  people,  refufed  to  liften  to  any 
terms  of  accommodation,  and  ordered  his 
troops  to  advance.  They  entered  the  town 
without  oppofition,  and  repeated  there  the 
fame  {hocking  barbarities  which  they  had  exer- 
cifed  in  Mechlin,  with  this  difference,  that  as 
there  was  much  lefs  booty  in  Zutphen,  to  fatisfy 
their  rapacity,  they  indulged  their  cruelty  fo 
much  the  more.  They  put  to  the  fword  all  the 
citizens  who  fell  in  their  way,  men  and  women 
without  diftinftion  ;  and  when  they  were  tired 
with  flaughtering,  they  caft  great  numbers  into 
the  Iflel,  and  indulged  themfelves  in  the  hor¬ 
rid  joy  of  beholding  the  unhappy  fufferers  perifh 
in  the  ftream.  By  the  fword  and  water,  above 
five  hundred  perilhed  ;  and  the  reft  were  obliged 
to  redeem  their  lives  by  the  moft  oppreffive 
contributions,  which  were  fo  cruelly  exafted, 
that  the  living  had  reafon  to  envy  the  fate 
of  thofe  whom  death  had  delivered  from  fuch 
intolerable  mifery f. 
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WHILE  the  Spanifh  army  was  employed  book 
in  the  fiege  of  Mons,  and  in  fubduing  _  X1I^_, 
the  other  revolted  towns  in  the  fouthern  pro-  *57*. 
vinces,  the  people  of  Holland  and  Zealand  tions  in 
improved  the  leifure  which  was  afforded  them,  zelitnd!nd 
by  taking  every  precaution  in  their  power  to 
fecure  themfelves  from  being  again  reduced 
under  the  Spanifh  yoke.  They  increafed  the 
number  of  their  fhips  of  war,  completed  their 
fortifications,  and  levied  fo '  great  a  number  of 
forces,  as,  writh  the  great  advantages  of  their 
fituation,  they  hoped  wrouid  be  fufficient  for 
their  defence. 
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Philip 

paiies  from 
the  taxes  of 
the  ioth  and 
zoth  penny 
ju  j  une. 


Before  the  duke  of  Alva  fet  out  for  Mohs, 
he  had,  agreeably  to  orders  tranfmitted  to  him 
from  Spain,  read,  in  prefence  of  the  States  of 
Brabant,  Artois,  Hainault,  and  Flanders,  a  de~ 
claration,  that  he  would  pafs  from  the  taxes 
of  the  tenth  and  twentieth  pennies,  on  condi¬ 
tion  that  the  ftates  would  aevife  fame  other 
means  by  which  the  money  iteceffary  for  the 
king’s  fervice  might  be  raifed.  Intimation  was 
made  of  this  concefiion  to  the  States  of  Holland, 
by  the  count  of  Boffut ;  who,  in  the  name  of 
the  governor,  commanded  them  to  aifemble  at 
the  Hague,  to  conftder  of  what  other  taxes  they 
would  fubflitute  in  the  room  of  thofe  which 
had  been  formerly  impofed. 


Eis  concef- 
fion  rii  (re¬ 
garded  by 
the  States. 
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This  conceffion,  which,  if  it  had  been  made 
fooner,  might  have  prevented  the  revolt  of  the 
maritime  provinces,  w'as  not  attended  with  the 
defired  effect.  It  excited  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  the  higheft  degree  of  joy  and  exultation ; 
but  they  did  not  think  themfelves  indebted  for 
it,  either  to  the  king  or  the  duke  of  Alva. 
They  afcribed  it  wholly  to  the  dread  that  was 
entertained  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  to  whom 
alone  they  thought  themfelves  bound  for  this 
firft  inflance  of  attention  that  had  been  Ihewn 
to  their  inclination  or  intereft  fince  Philip’s  accef- 
fion  to  the  throne.  They  could  not  doubt, 
that  if  his  apprehenfions  of  the  German  army 
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were  removed,  Alva  would  be  again  permitted 
to  refume  the  purfuit  of  that  plan  of  tyranny 
which  he  had  been  obliged  to  fufpend.  They 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  vindictive  fpirit 
which  animated  Philip’s  councils.  They  knew 
that,  for  much  {lighter  offences  than  thofe  of 
which  they  had  been  guilty,  many  thoufands  of 
their  countrymen  had  fuffered  the  mod  cruel 
death  ;  and  they  believed,  that  whatever  affur- 
ances  might  be  given  them  of  pardon,  the  me¬ 
mory  of  their  guilt  would  never  be  extinguifhed 
but  in  their  blood.  By  the  unrelenting  cru¬ 
elty  which  had  been  exercifed  againft  the 
proteflants,  added  to  the  contempt  which  had 
been  fhewn  to  their  fundamental  rights  and 
laws,  the  people  were  entirely  alienated  from 
Philip’s  perfon  and  government.  They  were 
convinced  that  he  had  refolved  to  treat  them 
henceforth,  not  as  fubje&s  but  as  flaves ;  and 
they  had  long  repined  and  murmured  at  their 
fate. 

From  the  time  of  Alva’s  arrival  in  the 
Netherlands,  all  the  proteflants  who  had  ef- 
caped  from  the  cruelty  of  the  inquifitors,  had 
carefully  concealed  their  fentiments,  and  con¬ 
formed  to  the  eflabKfhed  worfhip  ;  but  having 
of  late  received  a  great  increafe  of  number,  by 
the  return  of  many  of  the  exiles,  they  had 
thrown  off  themafk;  and  it  now  appeared,  that 
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by  far  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
even  of  the  deputies  of  the  States,  were  Ilrongly 
attached  to  The  reformed  religion.  Their  re¬ 
ligious  zeal  co-operated  with  their  abhorrence 
of  the  Spanilh  tyranny  ;  and  both  together  in- 
fpired  them  with  a  fixed  unalterable  purpofe  to 
defend  their  liberty  to  the  laft. 


They  meet 
at.  Dort, 


Prompted  by  thefe  motives,  the  States  paid 
no  regard  to  the  order  for  alfembling  at  the 
Hague,  tranfmitted  to  them  by  Boffut ;  and 
that  they  might  the  more  Ilrongly  exprefs  their 
contempt  of  the  Governor’s  authority,  they  ap¬ 
pointed  an  alfembly  to  be  held  at  Dort.  Of 
this  alfembly  they  gave  early  notice  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  and  entreated  him  to  fend  one 
of  his  moll  faithful  friends,  properly  inftrufled, 
to  affift  them  in  their  deliberations.  The  per- 
fon  whom  the  Prince  made  choice  of  for  this 
purpofe,  was  the  Sieur  de  St.  Aldegonde,  the 
author  of  the  compromife,  who  had  long  been 
well  acquainted  with  William’s  molf  fecret  views 
and  fentiments. 


and  enter 
into  en¬ 
gagements 

a'ith  the 
prince  ot 
Orange, 


St.  Aldegonde  readily  undertook  the  talk 
impofed  upon  him  ;  and  at  the  firft  meeting  of 
the  States,  gave  them  thanks,  in  the  name  of 
the  Prince,  for  the  intimation  which  they  had 
fent  him,  of  their  refolution  to  vindicate  their 
liberty  under  his  direction,  “  The  Prince  was 

confcious. 
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confcious,  he  faid,  of  being  ferioufly  intereft- 
ed  in  the  welfare  of  all  the  provinces,  and  of 
none  more  than  thofe  of  Holland  and  Zealand, 
which  for  feveral  years  had  been  the  obje&s  of 
his  particular  attention.  From  time  to  time  he 
had  heard  with  indignation  and  grief,  -of  the 
diftrefs  and  mifery  to  which  they  had  been  re¬ 
duced  through  the  Spanilh  tyranny ;  and  there 
was  nothing  which  he  defired  more  ardently, 
than  to  be  inftrumental  in  recovering  for  them 
thofe  invaluable  rights,  which  for  ages  paft 
had  proved  the  fource  of  their  profperity.  In 
order  to  accomplilh  this  end,  he  had  fpared 
neither  expence  nor  labour.  He  had  failed  in 
his  former  attempt  for  their  deliverance,  not 
(he  hoped,  they  would  believe)  through  any 
negligence  or  mifcondudt,  but  through  the  fu- 
perior  power  and  more  copious  refources  of  the 
enemy.  In  his  prefent  armament,  he  had  al¬ 
ready  expended  all  that  remained  of  his  once 
ample  fortune  ;  and  as  in  levying  his  army,  he 
had  trufted  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  alhftance 
which  they  had  promifed  him  ;  now  was  the 
time  .to  fulfil  that  promife,  and  to  enable  him 
to  begin  his  military  operations  without  de¬ 
lay.” 

The  States,  who  knew  the  truth  of  what  St. 
Aldegonde  had  reprefented,  and  were  fenfible 
how  much  the  fuccefc  of  William’s  enterprife 
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depended  on  his  receiving  an  immediate  fup- 
ply,  fent  him  without  delay  a  hundred  thoufand 

1572. 

florins,  which  they  borrowed  from  the  more 
wealthy  citizens  ;  and  promifed  to  fend  him 
more  as  foon  as  it  could  be  raifed,  either  from 

\ 

the  ordinary  taxes,  or  from  the  revenues  of  the 
monafteries,  which  were  at  that  time  converted 
into  a  fund  for  carrying  on  the  war.  After 
this  tranfaftion,  a  folemn  declaration  in  writing 
was  delivered  to  St.  Aldegonde,  in  which  they 
engaged  to  acknowledge  the  prince  of  Orange 
as  the  only  lawful  governor  or  ftadtholder  of 
■l  ie  province ;  appointed  him  commander  in 
chief  of  all  their  forces  by  fea  and  land  ;  and 
engaged,  that  without  his  confent,  they  fhould 
not  liften  to  any  terms  of  peace  which  might 
be  offered  ;  St.  Aldegonde,  on  the  other  hand, 
engaging  in  the  name  of  the  prince,  that  he 
would  not  lay  down  his  arms,  nor  enter  into 
any  accommodation  or  treaty,  without  the 
knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  States s. 

Their  dil- 
trefs. 

The  States  exerted  themfelves  ftrenuoufly  to 
perform  their  promifes  of  fupplies.  They  fent 
him  two  hundred  thoufand  florins,  which  he 

% 
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received  at  Ruremonde,  in  his  way  to  Mons, 
and  gave  him  fecurity  for  three  hundred  thou¬ 
fand.  When  the  news  were  brought  them  of 
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his  retreat,  and  the  neceflity  under  which  he  book 
found  himfelf  of  difbanding  his  army,  they 
were  exceedingly  dejefted ;  and  were  filled  *572. 

with  the  mod  difquieting  apprehenfions,  when 
they  confidered  that  the  duke  of  Alva,  having 
no  enemy  in  the  field  to  oppofe  his  progrefs, 
was  now  at  liberty  to  employ  all  his  forces 
united  in  taking  vengeance  on  them  for  their 
contempt  of  his  authority. 

Their  diftrefs  was  much  increafed  by  the  Amfterdam 
inflexible  obftinacy  of  the  city  of  Amfterdam,  tes'l? 
in  adhering  to  the  Spanilh  intereft  ;  which  did  mards- 
not  proceed  fo  much  from  the  general  inclina¬ 
tion  of  the  citizens,  as  from  the  care  which  the 
duke  of  Alva  had  taken  to  preferve  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  that  city  in  the  hands  of  the  moft  rigid 
catholics.  By  an  order  of  the  States,  Lumey, 
count  de  la  Marc,  had  befieged  it  with  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  troops ;  but  after  making 
fome  progrefs  in  his  operations,  he  defpaired 
of  fuccefs,  and  fuddenly  raifed  the  fiege.  He 
afcribed  the  mifcarriage  of  his  attempt  to  the 
negligence  of  the  States,  in  fupplying  him  with 
provifions.  The  States,  on  the  other  hand, 
threw  the  blame  entirely  upon  the  count. 

They  had  been  for  fome  time  paft  extremely 
diflatisfied  with  his  conduft,  on  account  of  the 
cruelties  which  he  had  allowed  his  troops  to 
exercife  againft  the  catholics ;  and  they  believed 
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that  they  ihould  never  be  able  to  perfuade 
the  people  of  Amfterdam  to'  unite  with  the 
other  cities  in  the  province,  while  their  army 
was  under  the  command  of  a  perfon  who  had 
rendered  himfelf  fo  exceedingly  obnoxious h. 


Outrages 
committed 
by  tbeir 
t:oop». 


Loud  complaints  of  the  outrages  of  the  fol- 
diers  were  heard  in  every  quarter,  and  many  of 
the  people  began  to  lament  the  revolution  to 
which  they  had  given  their  confent.  The 
States  dreaded  the  confequences  of  fo  much 
ill-humour.  But  they  were  not  poffeffed  of 
power  fufficient  to  remedy  the  abufes  com¬ 
plained  of ;  and  La  Marc,  who  was  naturally 
violent  and  ferocious,  paid  no  regard  to  their 
commands.  In  this  diftrefs,  they  had  no  re- 
fource,  but  in  the  prudence  and  authority  of 
the  prince  of  Orange,  who,  they  hoped,  would, 
notwithftanding  his  late  misfortunes,  be  able 
to  reprefs  the  infolence  of  the  foldiers  and  their 
general.  They  fent  him  notice  of  the  critical 
fituation  to  which  they  were  reduced  ;  and  they 
intreated  him  to  come  as  foon  as  poffible,  to 
take  the  government  of  the  province,  and  the 
command  of  the  forces  into  his  own  hand. 


Arrival  of  Willi  am  could  not,  either  with  fafety  or 

the  prince  of  honour,  have  left  his  army  fooner  than  he  did. 

Orange  in  *  4 

Holland. 
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From  Orfoy,  where  it  was  difbanded,  he  went, 
attended  only  by  his  own  domellics,  and  a 
company  of  horfe,  to  Campen  in  Overyffel,  and 
from  thence  he  palfed  over  the  Zuider  Sea,  to 
Enchuyfen ;  where  he  was  joyfully  received, 
and  all  his  directions  for  the  greater  fecurity  of 
the  place  were  carried  immediately  into  exe¬ 
cution.  After  flaying  there  for  fome  days,  and 
vifiting  the  other  towns  in  the  province,  he  fet 
out  for  Haerlem  ;  having  appointed  a  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  States  to  be  held  in  that  city,  to 
confider  of  the  prefent  fituation  of  their 
affairs. 

His  arrival  excited  in  perfons  of  all  ranks 
the  mofl  unfeigned  joy ;  but  this  joy,  he  per¬ 
ceived,  was  greatly  allayed  by  their  apprehen- 
fions  of  being  unable  to  refill  an  enemy,  before 
whom  he  himfelf,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
army,  had  been  obliged  to  retire.  The  firfl 
object  of  his  attention  was  to  raife  their  droop¬ 
ing  fpirits,  by  making  them  fenfible  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  they  poffelfed  in  the  nature  and 
fituation  of  their  country  ;  which,  while  they 
retained  their  fuperiority  at  fea,  and  aCted  in 
concert,  would  render  abortive  all  the  attempts 
of  the  Spaniards  to  reduce  them.  The  magna¬ 
nimity  which  he  difplayed  diffufed  itfelf  into 
every  breaflj  and  the  deputies  unanimoufly  de¬ 
clared,  that  they  would  be  entirely  governed 
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by  his  councils  in  all  their  conduct,  and  would 
lay  down  their  lives  fooner  than  abandon  that 

IJ72- 

invaluable  liberty,  without  which  they  thought 
life  itfelf  was  not  defirable. 

His  mode¬ 
ration,  and 
falutary  re¬ 
gulations. 

In  the  prefent  temper  of  their  minds,  Wil¬ 
liam  might  have  ruled  the  people  of  the  mari¬ 
time  provinces  with  an  abfolute  fway ;  but  he 
knew  there  was  a  much  fafer,  as  well  as  a  more 
effectual,  method  of  exercifmg  power,  and 
wifely  refolved  to  confult  the  States  in  every 
matter  of  importance,  and  to  take  upon  him- 
felf  only  the  execution  of  their  commands.  For 
this  purpofe  he  frequently  convened  them  ;  and 
in  order  to  give  greater  weight  to  their  deci- 
fions,  he  perfuaded  them  to  admit  into  their 
number  the  deputies  of  twelve  other  cities,  be- 
fides  thofe  of  whom  their  affembly  had  been 
hitherto  compofed  :  a  meafure  which  was  no 
lefs  gracious  and  popular,  than  it  was  wife  and 
prudent.  It  flattered  the  vanity  of  thofe  towns 
on  which  the  new  privilege  w'as  beftowed  ;  en¬ 
gaged  them  to  contribute  with  greater  alacrity 
their  fhare  of  the  public  expences;  and  drew 
the.  feveral  diftridts  of  the  province  into  a  ftate 
of  more  intimate  union  with  one  another. 

With  the  States,  thus  increafed  in  number, 
the  prince  applied  himfelf  to  rectify  the  difor- 
ders  w7hich  had  prevailed,  and  to  put  the  pro¬ 
vince 
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vince  into  a  pofture  of  defence  againft  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  It  had  been  deferted  during  the  late 
commotions  by  many  of  the  principal  inhabit¬ 
ants,  by  feveral  members  of  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice,  and  by  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  and 
others  who  held  public  employments ;  which 
they  had  been  induced  to  abandon,  either  by 
their  attachment  to  popery,  or  the  diffidence 
in  the  duration  and  liability  of  the  prefent  go¬ 
vernment.  The  numerous  vacancies  which 
were  thus  occafioned,  were  fuppiied  with  pro- 
teftants;  and  no  catholic  was  admitted  into  any 
office,  or  allowed  to  take  any  concern  in  the 
adminiftration  of  public  affairs. 

The  exercife  of  the  Romiffi  religion  was  pro¬ 
hibited  in  the  churches;  and  the  only  worffiip 
permitted  to  be  exercifed  publicly,  was  the 
proteftant,  as  taught  by  Calvin,  and  praflifed  in 
Geneva,  and  the  Palatinate.  Thus  far  the 
prince  of  Orange  complied  with  the  inclination 
of  the  people,  by  a  great  majority  of  whom 
the  principles  of  the  reformers  had  been  em¬ 
braced.  But  all  perfecution  on  account  of  reli¬ 
gion,  he  difcouraged  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 
His  reafonings  for  toleration  were  more  fuc- 
cefsful  now  in  favour  of  the  papiffs,  than  they 
had  been  formerly  with  the  duchefs  of  Parma, 
in  behalf  of  the  reformers.  The  States,  by  his 
p^rfuahon,  refolved  that  no  perfon  whatever 
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fhould  be  molefled  on  account  of  his  religion, 
provided  that  he  -lived  quietly,  kept  no  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  Spaniards,  and  gave  no  dif- 
turbance  to  the  eflablifhed  mode  of  worfhip !. 

William  found  greater  difficulty  in  reflrain- 
ing  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  army,  than  in  fet¬ 
tling  either  the  courts  of  juflice  or  the  church. 
When  we  reflect  on  thofe  horrid  fcenes  which 
were  exhibited  in  the  Netherlands  by  the  duke 
of  Alva  and  his  affociates,  it  will  not  appear 
furprifing,  that  the  proteflants  fhould  have  con¬ 
ceived  the  mod  violent  animofity  againfl  their 
bloody  perfecutors.  They  had  feen  their  dear- 
eft  relations  and  friends,  befides  many  perfons 
whom  they  revered  on  account  of  the  innocence 
and  fanftity  of  their  lives,  treated  like  the  moft 
flagitious  malefactors :  and  many  of  themfelves 
had,  in  order  to  avoid  the  fame  fate,  been 
obliged  to  abandon  their  habitations,  and  to 
wander  from  place  to  place,  forlorn  and  indi¬ 
gent.  In  the  bitternefs  of  their  diftrefs,  they 
had  forgotten  the  fpirit  of  that  religion  for 
which  they  buffered ;  and  on  many  occafions, 
wreaked  their  vengeance  againfl  their  enemies 
with  a  brutal  fury.  To  the  Spaniards  who 
were  taken  prifoners  at  fea,  the  proteflants  on 
board  the  fleet  gave  no  quarter ;  while  the 
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ecclefiaftics,  and  many  others  whofe  only  crime 
was  their  adhfrence  to  the  religion  of  their  an- 
ceftors,  were  treated  by  the  proteflant  foldiers 
with  equal  inhumanity. 
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The  count  of  la  Marc,  commander  in  chief 
of  the  forces,  was  fo  far  from  oppofing  thefe 

Lumey  de 
la  Marc. 

enormities,  that  he  encouraged  his  foldiers  in 
committing  them.  This  nobleman’s  principal 
virtue  was  intrepidity,  and  under  the  cloak  of 
zeal  for  liberty,  and  the  reformed  religion,  he 
feems  to  have  intended  nothing  fo  much  as  the 
gratification  of  his  avarice  or  revenge.  The 
prince  of  Orange,  who,  from  his  natural  huma¬ 
nity,  and  a  prudent  regard  to  future  confe- 
quences,  was  utterly  averfe  to  every  fpecies  of 
violence,  attempted  to  make  him  fenfible  of 
the  folly  and  iniquity  of  his  condudh  But 
finding  that  he  was  not  likely  to  fucceed,  and 
that  the  foldiers  (till  indulged  themfelves  with¬ 
out  controul  in  their  wonted  excefies,  he  re¬ 
ferred  the  matter  to  the  cognizance  of  the 
States,  and  defire  d  them  to  confider  coolly 
what  was  proper  to  be  done.  The  States,  who 
were  highly  incenfed  againft  the  count,  for  his 
contempt  of  their  authority,  deprived  him  of 
his  command,  and  ordered  him  to  be  appre¬ 
hended.  William,  unwilling  to  forget  the  fer- 
vices  which  the  count  had  performed  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  revolt,  foon  after  interpofed  in 

his 
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book  his  behalf,  and  prevailed  upon  the  States  to 
releafe  him.  But  la  Marc  could  hot  digeft  the 
1572-  affront  which  had  been  offered  him.  He  com¬ 
plained  loudly  of  the  States  for  their  ingrati¬ 
tude  ;  boafted  of  his  authority  in  the  fleet  and 
army,  and  attempted  to  excite  a  fpirit  of 
fedition  among  the  people.  The  States  were 
meditating  to  feize  him  a  fecond  time,  in  order 
to  bring  him  to  his  trial.  But  the  prince  of 
Orange,  promped  by  tendernefs  for  his  rela¬ 
tions,  and  a  fenfe  of  his  former  fervices,  dif- 
fuaded  them  from  executing  their  defign,  and 
advifed  them  to  fuffer  him  to  leave  the  pro¬ 
vince.  The  States  liflened,  though  with  fome 
reluctance,  to  this  advice,  and  the  count  hav¬ 
in'!  left  the  Netherlands,  died  foon  afterwards 

O 

m  the  city  of  Liege. 

The  command  of  the  forces  was  conferred 
on  the  count  of  Battenburg,  by  whom  they 
were  brought  under  proper  difcipiine;  and  all 
fuch  of  the  catholics  as  chofe  to  remain  in  the 
country  delivered  from  thofe  alarms  and  ap- 
prehenfions  with  which  they  had  been  hitherto 
difquieted.  One  caufe  of  the  great  irregulari¬ 
ties  which  had  been  committed  by  the  troops, 
was  the  want  of  proper  funds  for  their  fub- 
fiftence.  The  States  now  fupplied  this  defedf, 
as  well  as  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  would  allow.  To  the  payment  of  the 

army, 
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army,  and  other  public  purpofes,  they  appro¬ 
priated  the  demefnes  which  the  king  had  en¬ 
joyed  as  count  of  Holland,  the  revenues  of  the 
Romifh  priefts  and  monafteries,  and  the  eftates 
of  all  fuch  catholics  as  had  gone  over  to  the 
enemy,  befides  a  certain  proportion  of  the  cap¬ 
tures  made  at  fea  \ 

While  the  prince  of  Orange  and  the  States  Progrefsof 
were  thus  employed  in  providing  for  the  fecuri- 
ty  of  Holland,  Frederic  de  Toledo  had  made 
rapid  progrefs  in  reducing  the  towns  which  had 
revolted  in  the  other  provinces  ;  nor  did  he 
find  much  difficulty  in  fubduing  them ;  for  fo 
great  was  the  terror  which  they  had  conceived 
from  his  late  fuccefs,  that  of  all  the  town's  which 
had  declared  for  the  prince  of  Orange  in  Gro¬ 
ningen,  Overyffel,  Utrecht,  and  Frielland,  there 
was  none  that  did  not  fend  ambaffadors  to  To¬ 
ledo,  to  deprecate  his  vengeance,  and  to  make 
profeffion  of  unreferved  fubmiffion  to  his  will. 

He  placed  garrifpns  in  the  mofl  considerable 
towns,  and  inflicted  no  other  punifhment  upon 
the  people  but  pecuniary  fines.  Had  he  main¬ 
tained  the  fame  moderation  in  his  conduct  af¬ 
terwards,  he  would  not  perhaps  have  encoun¬ 
tered  much  greater  difficulty  in  the  recovery 
of  fome  of  the  towns  of  Flolland  and  Zealand, 
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book  than  he  had  met  with  in  recovering  thofe  of  the 
w— interior  provinces  ;  but  from  natural  temper, 
I5"a-  he  rejoiced  infinitely  more  in  rigour  and  feve- 
rity,  than  in  lenity  and  moderation;  of  the 
truth  of  which  he  gave  a  fignal  proof  in  his 
barbarous  treatment  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Naerden. 

Mafiacre of  This  town  was  then  neither  large  nor  ftrongly 
w'Kaerden  fortified,  yet  the  citizens,  prompted  by  fome 
foreign  proteflants  who  refided  in  it,  were  bold 
enough  to  refufe  admittance  to  a  company  of 
horfe,  fent  by  Toledo  before  his  main  army, 
to  require  their  fubmiilion  ;  but,  having  quickly 
repented  of  their  rafhnefs,  they  difpatched  a 
deputation  of  the  moft  refpedtable  inhabitants, 
among  whom  was  Lambertus  Hortenfius,  a 
man  eminent  for  his  learning,  to  Amersfort, 
where  Toledo  had  arrived  in  his  way  to  Naer¬ 
den.  He  declined  hearing  the  ambaffadors 
himfelf,  and  defined  them  to  apply  to  Julio 
Romero,  who  had  power,  he  faid,  to  grant 
them  fuch  terms  of  reconcilement  as  he  fhould 
judge  to  be  reafcnable.  By  Romero  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  fhould  be  fpared  on  the  following  condi¬ 
tions  :  That  the  town  fhould  be  immediately 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  Toledo  ;  that  all  the 
.  Inhabitants  fhould  renew  their  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  king  ;  and  that  one  hundred  Spanifh  fol- 

diers 
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diers  fhould  be  permitted  to  feize  as  much 
booty  as  they  could  carry  at  one  time  out  of 
the  city.  In  ratification  of  this  agreement, 
Romero,  having  given  his  right  hand  three  fe- 
veral  times  to  Hortenfius,  entered  the  town, 
attended  by  fo  fmall  a  number  of  Spaniards  as 
banifhed  from  the  minds  of  the  citizens  all  ap- 
prehenfions  of  fraud  or  violence  ;  and  when  he 
fummoned  them  to  meet  in  one  of  the  churches 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  they  ran  thither 
unarmed,  and  prefented  themfelves  a  defence- 
lefs  prey  to  their  bloody  murderers.  Whether 
Romero  adted  in  concert  with  Toledo  does  not 
appear  from  the  cotemporary  hiflorians.  This 
only  is  certain,  that  while  the  former  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  adminiftering  the  oath ;  the  latter, 
who  had  brought  forward  his  troops  to  the  gates 
of  the  town,  led  them  diredfly  to  the  church  in 
which  the  citizens  were  affembled,  and  order¬ 
ing  the  doors,  wrhich  till  then  had  been  kept 
fhut,  to  be  thrown  open,  he  rufhed  into  it  at  the 
head  of  his  troops,  and  immediately  killed  with 
his  own  hand  the  principal  magiflrate.  The 
Spaniards  were  not  backward  to  imitate  the 
example  of  their  general.  They  fell  with  fa- 
vage  fury  on  the  aftonifhed,  defencelefs  citi¬ 
zens,  and  after  butchering  all  that  were  in  the 
church,  fpead  themfelves  over  the  city,  and 
put  every  perfon  whom  they  met  to  the  l'word. 
They  made  no  diftindtion  between  the  inno- 
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book  cent  and  the  guiltv;  the  catholics,  as  well  as 

XLL  0  " 

T^_  prcteftanrs ;  thofe  who  had  preferred  their  alle- 
xir--  glance,  as  well  as  thofe  who  had  thrown  it  od, 
were  all  involved  in  one  proinifcuous  ruin. 
The  foldiers  then  entering  into  the  hcufes, 
where  they  found  the  wives  and  daughters  of 
the  fain  overwhelmed  with  anguilh,  instead  of 
being  foftened  by  the  light  of  fo  much  unme¬ 
rited  diftrefs  in  that  tender  lex,  their  favase 

J  O 

hearts  onlv  prompted  them  to  indulge  their 
avarice,  their  cruelty,  and  their  lull.  Even 
virgins  under  a ne  they  undated,  and  others 
thev  tortured  in  the  mod:  inhuman  manner, 
either  from  a  wanton  pleafure  which  they  took 
in  cruel  deeds,  or  to  extort  from  the  unhappy 
futerers  a  difcovery  of  the  treafure  which  had 
belonged  to  their  murdered  hulbands  or  pa¬ 
rents.  They  ftrangled  fotr.e,  embrued  their 
hands  in  the  blood  of  others,  turned  all  the 
reft  of  the  city  into  the  open  fields,  and  then 
throwing  fire  into  the  houfes,  reduced  the  town 
to  alhes. 

The  accounts  tranfmitted  to  us  by  the  pro- 
teflant  writers  of  the  horrid  cruelty  which  the 
Spaniards  exercifed  on  this  occafion,  would  be 
incredible,  if  they  were  not  confirmed  by  the 
catholic  hiftorians.  There  was  an  hofpital  in 
the  town  for  old  men.  and  at  that  time  there 
were  feverai  in  it  above  eighty  years  of  age  ; 

even 
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even  thefe  were  butchered;  nor  did  perfons  book 

confined  to  the  bed  of  ficknefs  and  di  ft  refs  _ 

efcape  their  fury.  The  life  of  Lambertus  Hor-  ‘572. 
tend  us  was  faved  by  the  interpofition  of  the 
count  de  Boflut ;  but  the  Spaniards  made  him 
fuller  what  was  worfe  than  death;  by  murder¬ 
ing  the  fon,  and  tearing  his  heart  out  of  his 
body  before  the  father’s  eyes.  There  is  an¬ 
other  inftance  of  their  cruelty  recorded,  which 
is,  if  poftible,  ftill  more  inhuman.  After  hav¬ 
ing  tortured  in  the  moft  fhocking  manner  one 
of  the  citizens,  to  make  him  difcover  where 
he  had  concealed  his  wealth,  they  difhonoured 
his  wife  in  his  prefence,  and  upon  his  reproach¬ 
ing  them  with  their  barbarity,  they  put  him 
to  death  ;  then  having  tied  the  woman's  hands 
behind  her,  they  bound  her  by  the  feet  to  a 
beam  of  the  houfe,  with  her  head  downward, 
and  left  her  to  die  in  that  pofture,  with  her 
little  fon,  whom  they  likewife  bound  and  placed 
befide  her,  to  aggravate  the  mifery  of  that 
dreadful  death  to  which  their  cruelty  had 
doomed  her  ’. 

From  this  horrid  mafiacre,  Toledo  led  his 
army  to  Amfterdam,  where  he  remained  for 
fome  time  in  expectation  that,  from  the  dread 
of  his  vengeance,  the  other  towns  of  the  pro- 

Meurfii  Auriacus,  p.98.  1  huani,  lib.  liv.  Bentivoglio, 
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book  vinee  would  be  induced  to  make  a  tender  of 
.  ^ITL,,  their  iubmiffion ;  but  the  cruelty  and  trea- 
T5_2»  chery  which  he  had  exercifed  at  Naerden, 
were  net  more  contrary  to  the  laws  of  religion 
and  humanity,  than  inconiiftent  with  the 
maxims  of  found  policy,  and  were  calculated 
not  fo  much  to  excite  terror  as  revenge  and  in¬ 
dication.  From  the  fate  of  Naerden,  the 
people  were  convinced,  that  there  was  at  lead 
as  much  to  be  dreaded  from  fubmuSon  as  from 
ref  dance,  and  thev  thought  it  no  lefs  abfurd 
than  dangerous,  to  enter  into  terms  of  agree¬ 
ment  with  men  who  had  fhewn  themfelves  fo 
cruelly  perfidious. 


of 


?..perC->  i 


Oi  this  thev  foon  gave  a  compicuous  proof 
in  their  vigorous  and  obflinate  defence  of 
Haerlem.  To  gain  over  the  inhabitants  of  that 
citv,  Toledo  had  employed  the  mediation  of 
the  catholics  of  Amfterdam,  and  fome  of  the 
magilt  rates  of  Kaeriem  had  fen:  privately  three 
of  their  number  to  Frederic  to  treat  with  him 
of  a  furrender.  This  was  no  fooner  known, 
than  Riperda,  a  Friefland  gentleman,  to  whom 
the  prince  of  Orange  had  committed  the  go¬ 
vernment  or  the  town,  called  together  the 
principal  inhabitants,  and  informed  them  of 
what  had  pan ed.  “  By  a  folemn  oath,”  faid  he, 
“  the  magiflrates  were  lately  bound  not  to 
liften,  without  your  permiffion,  to  any  pro^ 
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pofals,  or  to  engage  in  any  defign  or  enter- 
prife  by  which  the  general  intereft  of  the  city 
might  be  affefted,  yet*  not  only  without  your 
permiflion,  but  even  without  your  knowledge, 
they  have  fent  an  embaffy  to  treat  with  Toledo 
about  delivering  the  city  to  the  Spaniards.  We 
are  unable,  they  pretend,  to  withftand  fo  great 
a  force  as  will  be  brought  againft  us,  and  mull 
be  involved  in  all  the  miferies  of  a  cruel  (iege, 
unlefs  we  avert  them  by  a  timely  application 
for  peace  and  pardon.  But  have  the  Spaniards 
treated  with  greater  lenity  thofe  who  have  trufted 
to  their  faith,  than  thofe  who  have  oppofed 
them?  Have  the  people  of  Mechlin  and  Zut- 
phen  been  dealt  with  more  mercifully  than  thofe 
of  Mons  ?  Does  not  the  melancholy  fate  of 
Naerden  fufficiently  inftruct  you  how  little  re¬ 
gard  is  due  to  the  promifes  of  thofe  men,  wha 
have  now  Ihewn  themfelves  no  lefs  devoid  of 
faith  than  we  have  ever  found  them  of  huma¬ 
nity  ?  Are  not  the  (Ireets  of  that  unhappy  city 
(till  reeking  with  the  blood  of  thofe  who  con¬ 
fided  in  the  faith  and  mercy  of  the  Spaniards  ? 
By  (landing  on  our  defence  we  may  elude  their 
fury ;  but  if  we  receive  them  into  the  city,  we 
ru(h  headlong  upon  deftruction.  They  will 

either  butcher  us  like  (heep,  after  they  have 
(tripped  us  of  our  arms,  or  reduce  us  to  a  (late 
of  ignominious  (lavery  and  bondage.  Do  not 
flatter  yourfelves  with  the  hopes  that  they  are 
Vo l.  II.  F  willing 
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book  willing  to  be  reconciled  to  you.  They  intend 

- only  to  take  advantage  of  your  fimplicitv,  and 

J5/2.  to  get  you  into  their  power,  without  expofing 
themfelves  to  danger.  Have  you  not  already 
fworn  to  act  the  part  to  which  I  now  exhort  you, 
to  defend  your  walls  again!!  the  Spaniards,  and 
to  preferve  your  allegiance  to  the  prince  of 
Orange,  whom  you  have  acknowledged  as  the 
only  lawful  governor  of  the  province  ?  And  in 
order  to  fave  ourfelves  from  the  hardfhips  of  a 
fiege,  fhall  we  imitate  that  vile  example  of 
treachery,  which  in  our  enemies  appears  fo 
odious  ?  Let  us  derive  courage,  my  friends, 
from  the  juftnefs  of  our  caufe  ;  and  rather  than 
fubmit  to  fuch  an  enemy,  let  us  refolve  to  die, 
fighting  glorioully  in  defence  of  our  religion, 
our  liberty,  and  laws.” 

This  fpeech  was  received  with  fhouts  of  high 
applaufe  by  all  the  audience.  They  cried  out 
with  one  voice;  “  No  peace  with  the  Spani¬ 
ards  ;  we  will  Ihed  the  laft  drop  of  our  blood, 
rather  than  open  our  gates  to  fo  perfidious  an 
enemy.”  Riperda  then  fent  information  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  who  was  at  this  time  in 
Delft,  of  the  refolution  which  they  had  formed. 
And,  in  return,  William  encouraged  the  citi¬ 
zens  to  perfevere,  by  alluring  them  that  the 
other  cities  in  the  province  would  exert  them¬ 
felves  with  vigour  in  their  behalf.  Immedi- 
.  *  atelv 
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ately  after  w'hich  he  reinforced  the  garrifon  with  ko  ok 
four  companies  of  Germans  ;  and  fent  St.  Aide- 
gonde  with  a  commiilion  to  put  the  admini-  I572, 
ftration  of  the  town  in  the  hands  of  fuch  as 
were  fincerely  attached  to  the  reformed  reli¬ 
gion.  Of  the  three  ambaffadors  who  had 
treated  with  the  Spaniards,  one  remained  with 
Toledo,  and  the  other  two  were,  upon  their 
return  to  Haerlem,  put  under  ar reft,  and  fent 
to  Delft,  where,  after  being  tried,  they  were 
condemned  as  traitors.  One  of  them  died  in 
prifon,  and  the  other  ,was  executed  publicly  l 
an  inltance  of  feverity,  with  which  the  prince 
of  Orange  was  not  difpleafed,  as  it  tended  to 
deter  the  catholics  in  the  other  cities  from  hold¬ 
ing  correfpondence  with  the  enemy. 


The  news  of  thefe  unexpected  events  excit¬ 
ed,  in  tlye  fiery  tempers  of  Toledo  and  his  fa¬ 
ther,  the  higheft  degree  of  wrath  and  indigna¬ 
tion.  They  immediately  gave  orders  for  the 
march  of  the  troops  to  Haerlem,  and  exerted 
themfelves  ftrenuoufly  in  making  preparations 
for  carrying  on  the  fiege  with  difpatch  and 
vigour. 

Haerlem  was,  at  the  time  of  this  memo-  Defcnption 
rable  fiege,  the  moll  confiderabie  town  in  Hoi-  olH,ur,em' 
land,  next  to  Amfterdam.  It  was  furrounded 
with  a  deep  ditch  and  a  ftrong  wall,  but  was  of 
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fo  great  extent,  that  it  required  a  numerous 
garrifon  to  defend  it.  It  hands  beautifully  in 
the  midft  of  an  extenfive  plain,  having  a  wood 
on  one  fide,  and  a  branch  of  the  river  Sparen 
on  the  other  ;  and  the  other  branch  of  that 
river  paffes  through  the  town,  and  then  falls 
into  the  lake,  or  as  it  is  fometimes  called,  the 
fea  of  Haerlem.  Amfterdam  and  Leyden  are 
nearly  at  the  diftance  of  between  three  and  four 
leagues  from  it ;  the  former  lying  towards  the 
eaft,  and  the  latter  towards  the  fouth.  From 
Amfterdam  and  Utrecht,  Toledo  propofed  to 
furnifh  his  army  with  provifions  ;  and  the  people 
of  Haerlem  expected  to  derive  the  fame  advan¬ 
tage  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Leyden  ;  where, 
in  order  to  affift  them  more  effectually,  the 
prince  of  Orange  now  fixed  his  refidence. 

The  neareft  way  by  which  the  Spanifh  army 
could  approach  to  Haerlem,  was  by  the  fort 
of  Sparendam,  the  rampart  of  which  flood  on 
the  dyke  along  which  the  troops  muff  pafs.  In 
this  fort  Riperda  had  placed  a  garrifon  of  three 
hundred  men,  and  had  begun  to  employ  the 
country  people  in  breaking  down  the  dyke,  in 
order  to  lay  the  country  under  water.  But 
the  frofl  having  fet  in  with  uncommon  feverity, 
rendered  all  their  labour  fruitlefs,  and  gave  the 
Spaniards  eafy  accefs  to  the  fort.  The  garri¬ 
fon  made  a  vigorous  refinance  for  fome  time  ; 
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but  being  attacked  on  every  fide,  and  over-  book 
powered  by  fuperior  numbers,  they  were  at 
length  compelled  to  retire  to  Haerlem.  15'z‘ 

Toledo  followed  foon  after  with  his  army,  Toledo  be- 
which  confided  of  between  twelve  and  thirteen  |^sJhe 
thouiand  men  ;  fix  thoufand  of  whom  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Spain,  and  the  red  Walloons  and  Ger¬ 
mans.  He  had  jud  begun  to  adign  them  their 
feveral  dations,  when  he  received  intelligence 
that  a  body  of  troops,  amounting  to  near  three 
t'noufand  men,  with  cannon  and  provifions, 
were  upon  their  march  from  Leyden,  with  an 
intention  to  enter  Haerlem,  before  the  blockade 
was  formed.  He  let  out  immediately  to  inter¬ 
cept  them,  and  had  the  good  fortune,  during  a 
fall  of  fnow,  to  come  upon  them  unawares, 
near  the  village  of  Berkenrode.  His  troops 
being  greatly  fuperior  in  number  to  the  enemy, 
broke  their  ranks  at  the  fird  onfet,  and  having 
killed  between  fix  and  feven  hundred,  put  the 
red  to  flight.  Their  officers  endeavoured  to 
rally  them,  but  in  vain.  They  fled  precipi¬ 
tately,  and  left  their  cannon  and  provifions  a 
prey  to  the  vi&orious  army. 

Flushed  with  this  fuccefs,  Toledo  returned  Brog^seof 
immediately  to  the  fiege.  Having  dationed 
the  Walloons  and  Germans  on  the  great  road 
which  leads  to  Leyden,  he  himfelf,  with  the 
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book  Spaniards,  took  pofifeffion  of  an  hofpital,  which 
lay  near  the  gate  of  the  crofs.  At  this  place 
*572-  he  refolved  to  begin  his  operations,  although 
the  gate  was  covered  by  a  ftrong  ravelin,  and 
the  wall  on  that  fide  could  be  more  eafily  de¬ 
fended  than  in  any  other  quarter.  Into  this 
blunder  he  was  betrayed,  not  fo  much  by 
ignorance  or  inadvertence,  as  by  the  contempt 
which  he  entertained  for  the  befieged.  After 
the  fuccefs  with  which  his  arms  had  every 

j 

where  been  attended,  he  did  not  expect  to 
meet  with  the  fmalleft  difficulty  in  his  prefent 
enterprife  ;  and  flattered  himfelf  that  Haerlem, 
like  the  other  revolted  cities,  would,  as  foon 
as  he  ffiould  begin  his  attack,  open  her  gates 
to  receive  him.  From  the  fame  prefumption, 
he  neglected  all  the  precautions  which  are 
ufually  taken  in  fieges  ;  and,  without  opening 
trenches  to  cover  his  men  from  the  enemy’s 
fire,  he  planted  his  batten*,  and  began  to  can¬ 
nonade  the  gate  and  ravelin.  He  had  no 
fooner  made  a  breach,  than  he  refolved  to 
ftorm  it,  and  for  this  purpofe  ordered  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  men  to  crofs  the  ditch,  by  means 
of  a  portable  bridge.  This  detachment  was 
ordered  to  return,  in  cafe  the  breach  ffiould 
be  found  impracticable.  But  the  reft  of  the 
foldiers,  who  were  not  lefs  confident  of  fuccefs 
than  their  general,  and  were  impelled  by  their 
avidity  for  plunder,  without  waiting  for  the 
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word  of  command,  ran  forward  to  the  bridge, 
and  palled  over  it  in  great  numbers.  They 
foon  perceived  their  error.  The  breach  was 
not  near  fo  confiderable  as  they  had  imagined, 
and  their  fcaling-ladders  were  too  Ihort.  The 
narrownefs  of  the  bridge,  which  permitted  only 
three  men  to  march  a-breaft,  threw  them  into 
confufion.  They  flood  on  the  brink  of  the 
ditch,  crowded  together,  and  expofed  to  the 
mufquetry  as  well  as  cannon  of  the  befieged. 
Still,  however,  the  foolifh  ardor  with  which 
they  were  inspired,  made  them  unwilling  to  re¬ 
tire,  till  Romero,  an  officer  whom  they  highly 
refpefted,  advanced  towards  them,  and  re¬ 
proached  them  with  the  madnefs  of  their  at¬ 
tempt.  “  Do  you  not  perceive,”  he  cried, 
<c  that  the  fmallnefs  of  the  breach  renders  your 
afiault  impracticable  ?  Is  this  the  difcipline 
which  you  have  learnt  in  the  fchool  of  the  duke 
of-  Alva  ?  Thus,  without  orders,  to  expofe 
yourfelves  a  defencelefs  prey  to  thefe  rebels, 
who  infult  and  butcher  you,  while  they  them- 
felves  are  out  of  the  reach  of  danger  ?  You 
will  foon  find  an  opportunity  to  take  vengeance 
on  them.  At  prefent  it  is  not  in  your  power.” 
At  length  he  perfuaded  them  to  retire,  but 
not  till  he  himfelf  was  wounded,  and  near  two 
hundred  private  men,  and  a  great  number  of 
officers,  had  fallen. 
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book  This  difafler  ferved  to  undeceive  Toledo 
with  regard  to  the  facility  of  his  enterprife  j 
*57 z.  and  he  refolved  not  to  expofe  his  troops  to  any 

further  danger,  till  he  fhould  be  fully  provided 
with  every  thing  neceflary  for  conducing  the 
fiege,  with  lefs  expence  of  blood,  and  a  better 
profpedt  of  fuccefs.  For  this  end,  he  gave  the 
proper  inftru&ions  to  his  agents  in  Utrecht  and 
Amflerdam;  but  all  the  roads  which  led  to  his 
camp,  were  fo  much  infefted  by  the  Hollan¬ 
ders,  that  a  whole  month  elapfed  before  he  was 
in  a  condition  to  renew  his  operations  againfl; 
the  town. 


Supplies 
lent  oihe 
town  over 
the  ice. 


The  prince  of  Orange  was  more  fuccefsfu] 
in  his  attempts  to  fecure  it.  He  could  not  in¬ 
deed  collect  a  fufficient  number  of  troops,  either 
to  raife  the  fiege,  or  to  force  his  way  through 
the  enemy’s  entrenchments.  But  the  frofl  haw 
ing  continued  for  feveral  week*,  not  only  men, 
but  even  loaded  carriages,  could  be  conveyed 
over  the  lake  with  greater  facility  than  by  land. 
The  reader  need  not  be  told  with  what  agility 
the  Hollanders  tranfport  themfelves  from  one 
place  to  another,  over  the  ice,  with  fcates. 
They  exerted  all  their  dexterity  on  this  occa- 
fion,  and  introduced  into  the  city  fifteen  com¬ 
panies  of  foldiers,  together  with  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of'  fledges  loaded  with  provifions  and  am¬ 
munition. 
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In  the  mean  time  Toledo  had  prepared  every 
thing  requifite  for  refuming  the  operations  of 
the  fiege  ;  and  he  now  haftened  to  repair  the 
faults  which  he  had  committed  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  ;  proceeding  with  greater  caution  than  be¬ 
fore,  but  with  the  fame  activity  and  vigour. 
Having  by  trenches  fecured  his  troops  againll 
the  fire  of  the  befiegers,  he  began  to  batter  the 
town  with  his  artillery  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
(employed  his  miners,  of  whom  the  duke  of 
Alva  had  fent  him  three  thoufand  from  the 
bifhopric  of  Liege,  in  working  mines,  and  Tap¬ 
ping  the  foundation  of  the  walls.  Neither  la¬ 
bour  nor  danger  was  avoided.  But  the  bold- 
nefs  and  vigilance  of  the  citizens  and  garrifon 
were  in  proportion  to  the  means  employed  to 
fubdue  them.  By  countermines,  they  either 
prevented,  or  rendered  ineffectual,  the  mines 
of  the  befiegers  ;  and  no  fooner  was  a  breach 
made  in  the  fortifications,  than  ditches  were 
dug,  or  fome  fudden  bulwark  railed  behind  it, 
by  which  all  accefs  was  rendered  as  difficult  as 
ever.  Not  fathfied  with  adding  on  the  defen¬ 
sive,  they  often  Tallied  out  upon  the  befiegers, 
deftroyed  their  works,  and  fell  upon  them  fword 
jn  hand,  when  they  were  the  lead;  prepared  to 
jrepel  their  attacks. 

While  the  Spaniards  were  thus  kept  in  per¬ 
petual  occupation  and  anxiety,  the  prince  of 
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Orange  laboured  affiduoufiy  to  increafe  their 
/  difficulties,  by  fending  out  flying  parties  to  in¬ 
tercept  their  convoys  of  prcvifions.  Some  of 
thefe  attempts  proved  fuccefsful ;  and  as  they 
made  it  neceffary  for  Toledo  to  fend  large  de¬ 
tachments  from  his  army  to  guard  his  convoys, 
they  facilitated  the  introduction  of  fupplies  in¬ 
to  Haerlem,  and  retarded  the  progrefs  of  the 
fiege. 

Almost  all  the  fupplies  of  the  Spanifh  army 
came  from  Amfterdam,  and  there  was  but  one 
road  by  which  they  could  be  conveyed.  In  or¬ 
der  to  take  poffeffion  of  an  important  pafs  on 
that  road,  the  Prince  had  lent  a  detachment  of 
troops  under  Anthony  le  Peintre,  who  had  a 
principal  concern  in  the  furprife  of  Mens.  The 
catholics  of  Amfterdam  having  received  infor¬ 
mation  of  this  deftgn,  difpatched  a  number  of 
forces,  fufficient  not  only  to  fecure  the  pafs,  but 
to  engage  with  the  enemy.  The  two  parties 
came  to  blows ;  the  proteftants  were  routed, 
and  many  of  them  flain;  among  whom  was  le 
Peintre  their  commander.  In  derifion  of  the 
befieged,  the  Spaniards  having  cut  off  the 
heads  of  le  Peintre,  and  of  another  officer 
killed  in  that  rencounter,  whofe  name  was 
Coning  or  King,  they  threw  them  over  the  walls 
into  the  city,  with  an  infeription  tied  to  the 
head  of  Coning,  which  bore,  befides  his  name, 
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upon  which  they  jefted  awkwardly,  that  he  was  book 
come  with  two  thoufand  auxiliaries  to  raife  the 
fiege.  Of  this  infult  the  Haerlemefe  fhewed  l^z- 
their  refentment,  by  an  action  equally  barba¬ 
rous.  They  beheaded  twelve  of  their  Spanifh 
prifoners ;  and  then  put  all  their  heads  into  a 
calk,  which  they  rolled  down  into  the  trenches, 
after  writing  upon  it,  “  The  tax  of  the  tenth 
penny  to  the  duke  of  Alva,  with  the  intereft 
due  to  him  on  account  of  the  delay  of  pay¬ 
ment.55  In  revenge  for  this  barbarity,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  hung  up  by  the  feet  and  neck,  a  number 
of  prifoners,  in  fight  of  the  befieged;  who,  in 
return,  put  to  death  fome  more  of  their  pri¬ 
foners,  in  the  fame  ignominious  manner,”  in 
the  view  of  the  Spaniards.  Such  inffances  of 
barbarous  and  ufelefs  cruelty  were  often  prac- 
tifed  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  war ;  nor 
were  they  difcontinued,  till  the  duke  of  Alva 
and  his  fon,  who  by  their  example  contributed 
much  to  the  fpreading  of  this  favage  fpirit,  had 
left  the  Netherlands. 

The  operations  of  the  fiege  were  in  the  mean  Toledo  af- 
tirne  carried  on  by  Toledo  with  as  much  cele-  the 
rity,  as  the  difficulty  under  which  he  laboured 
jn  furnifhing  himfelf  with  provifions,  and  the 
numberlefs  difeafes  which  the  feverity  of  the 
feaion  occafioned  among  his  troops,  would 
allow.  By  undermining  the  ravelin  which  de¬ 
fended 
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book  fended  the  gate  of  the  crofs,  he  obliged  the 
..  garrifon  to  abandon  it ;  and  after  a  cannonad- 
1572.  'ing,  which  had  lafted  for  many  days,  by  which 
he  laid  a  great  part  of  the  wall  in  ruins,  he  at 
la  ft  refolved  to  itorm  the  breach  with  all  his 
forces.  For  this  purpofe  he  drew  them  to¬ 
gether  from  their  feveral  ilations  in  the  night ; 
and  that  he  might  find  the  bcfieged  unprepar¬ 
ed,  he  began  the  aflault  before  day-break.  No 
precaution  was  neglected  to  infure  fuccefs. 
The  orders  were  explained  to  all  the  foldiers, 
particularly  and  diilinftly.  Each  man  had  his 
illation  and  part  aifigned  him.  Some  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  {land  at  a  proper  diftance  from  the 
walls,  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  cafe  they  ihould 
appear ;  and  thofe  who  were  deflined  for  the 
aflault  were  enjoined  to  obferve  the  molt  pro¬ 
found  filence,  till  they  ihould  make  themfelves 
mailers  of  the  breach.  So  well  was  this  laft 
injundlion  obferved,  that  feveral  of  the  Spaniards 
had  mounted  the  breach,  and  even  fcaled  the 
walls,  before  the  befieged  were  apprifed  of  their 
approach.  But  when  they  had  advanced  thus 
far,  they  were  perceived  by  the  guards,  who  im¬ 
mediately  founded  the  alarm,  and  tumbled  them 
all  headlong,  before  they  had  time  to  put  them- 
felves  into  a  poilure  of  defence. 

ti  repui fed.  This  aflault  was  made  near  the  ravelin  of 
which  the  Spaniards  had  got  pofleifion,  fome 
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days  before ;  and  in  order  to  fecond  the  affail-  book. 

'  .  XII. 

an:s,  many  Spaniffi  officers  and  foldiers  were 

(landing  upon  the  ravelin,  and  a  great  number  '.572- 

round  it.  The  townfmen  having  refolved  to 

render  this  fortification  ufelefs  to  the  enemy, 

had  wrought  a  mine  under  it,  and  lodged 

there  a  quantity  of  gunpowder,  and  other  com- 

buftible  materials.  They  faw  with  joy,  and 

feized  inllaiitly,  the  opportunity  prefented  to 

them,  of  executing  their  purpofe  with  fignal 

damage  to  the  enemy.  A  part  of  the  ravelin, 

with  the  ground  adjoining  to  it,  was  blown  up; 

and  many  of  the  Spaniards  periffied.  The  reft 

of  the  army  ftood  aghaft  at  this  unforefeen 

difafter.  The  citizens  left  them  no  leifure  to 

recover  from  their  aftonifhment,  but  rulhed 

out  impetuoufly,  attacked  them  with  irrefiftible 

fury,  and  compelled  them  to  retire  with  the 

lofs  of  a  great  number  of  officers,  and  upwards 

of  three  hundred  private  men. 

The  failure  of  this  attempt,  in  which  Toledo  He  meat, 
had  exerted  his  utmoft  force  and  (kill,  gave  ra?mg  of 
him  great  anxiety  with  regard  to  the  iffue  the  liese* 
of  the  liege  ;  and  fome  of  the  principal  officers 
advifed  him  to  raife  it  without  delay.  -  “  All 
the  miferies  of  a  fiege,”  they  faid,  “  were  felt 
more  by  the  royal  army,  than  by  the  rebels 
who  were  befieged.  Through  the  difficult 
communication  between  the  camp  and  Amfter- 

dam, 
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dam,  the  troops  laboured  under  a  perpetual 
fcarcity  of  provifions ;  and  fullered  more  from 
the  feverity  of  the  feafon,  than  from  the  fword 
of  the  enemy.  They  would  either  never  be 
able  to  take  the  place,  or  it  would  coft  them 
infinitely  more  than  it  was  worth.  In  the  end, 
the  conquerors  would  find  themfelves  in  as  de¬ 
plorable  a  condition  as  the  conquered  ;  and  no 
army  would  remain,  fufficient  to  fubdue  the 
other  cities  which  had  rebelled.” 

This  opinion  was  warmly  oppofed  by  other 
officers,  who  reprefented,  That  their  fuccefs  in 
the  further  profecution  of  the  tvar,  would 
depend  on  the  iffue  of  the  prefent  fiege.  “  If 
we  raife  it,”  faid  they,  “  we  fhall  confirm  all 
the  other  cities  in  their  obftinacy  ;  if  we  per- 
fevere,  we  fhall  render  eafier  every  future  en- 
terprife.  The  feafon  cannot  remain  long  in  its 
prefent  feverity.  One  night  may  diffolve  the 
ice,  of  which  our  enemies  have  fo  often  availed 
themfelves.  Our  lofs  of  men  will  be  fpeedily 
repaired  by  the  levies  which  are  making  in  the 
Netherlands,  and  by  the  troops  which  we  ex¬ 
pect  from  Spain.  We  fhall  foon  be  able  to  cut 
off  the  town  from  all  communication  with  the 
other  revolted  cities,  and  when  we  have  done 
this,  can  we  doubt  that  the  befieged  will  open 
their  gates,  and  throw  themfelves  upon  our 
mercy  ?” 


Between 
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Between  rhefe  oppofite  opinions  Toledo  book 
would  not  take  upon  himfelf  to  decide,  but  re-  ■_  XI  -  _ 
ferred  the  matter  to  the  duke,  whofe  anfwer,  *57*- 

.  .  .  .  r  ’  Alva’s  let- 

carrying  m  it  the  appearance  of  authority  more  tei  tohis 
than  of  counfel,  {hewed  that  he  was  not  a  fun* 
little  diffatisfied  with  his  fon  for  deliberating 
on  the  fubjedt.  “  You  muff  profecute  the 
fiege,”  faid  Alva,  in  the  letter  which  he  wrote 
to  him,  “  till  you  bring  it  to  the  defired 
iflue ;  unlefs  you  would  prove  yourfelf  un- 
v  or  thy  of  the  name  you  bear,  of  the  blood 
from  which  you  are  fprung,  and  of  the  com¬ 
mand  with  which  I  have  entrufled  you.  The 
more  difficult  this  enterprife,  the  greater  glory 
may  you  derive  from  it.  In  a  fiege  of  fuch 
importance  as  the  prefent,  you  ought  not  to 
coniider  the  number  of  days  which  it  detains 
you,  but  the  confequences  with  which  your 
fuccefs  or  failure  will  be  attended.  You  mu  ft 
now  endeavour  to  effedfuate  by  famine,  what  you 
have  been  unable  to  accomplilh  by  the  fword. 

You  muff  blockade  the  town  inftead  of  {form¬ 
ing  it ;  and  you  will  be  enabled  to  render 
the  blockade  complete,  by  the  reinforcement 
which  will  foon  be  fent  you.  But  if  {fill  you 
fhall  entertain  thoughts  of  abandoning  your 
enterprife,  I  will  either  come  myfelf  to  the 
camp.  Tick  as  lam;  or  if  my  increafing  illnefs 
fhall  prevent  me,  I  will  fend  for  the  duchefs 
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of  Alva  to  command  the  army,  rather  than 
fuffer  it  to  withdraw.” 

Frederic  was  Hung  with  this  reproach,  and 
refolved  to  profecute  the  liege,  regardlefs  of 
all  the  difficulties  and  dangers  which  had  in¬ 
duced  him  to  deliberate.  He  proceeded  flow- 
iy,  however,  on  account  of  his  want  of  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  troops  to  form  the  blockade  ; 
when,  about  the  middle  of  February,  the  froft 
went  off,  and  changed  entirely  the-  operations 
of  the  contending  parties. 

Battle  on  The  prince  of  Orange  had  not  negledied  to 
provide  for  this  event.  A  great  number  of 
veffels  had  been  prepared,  and  as  foon  as  the 
ice  was  melted,  and  the  wind  favourable,  they 
left  Leyden  with  a  large  fupply  of  provilions  ; 
and.  failing  along  the  lake,  entered  into  the 
Sparen,  and  got  fafe  to  Haerlem.  In  this  way 
the  befieged  were  frequently  fupplied;  nor 
could  the  Spaniards  for  fome  time  procure  a 
naval  force  fufficient  to  prevent  it.  At  laft  the 
count  de  Boffut,  aflifled  by  the  people  of  Am- 
fterdam,  collected  a  great  number  of  armed 
veffels,  with  which  he  made  his  appearance  on 
the  lake.  And  thus  the  fcene  was  almoft  en-  ■ 
tirely  changed,  and  the  operations  of  the  fiege 
converted,  for  feveral  weeks,  into  the  various 
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rencounters  which  palled  between  the  fleets  ;  b  oo  k 
while  the  one  party  laboured  to  introduce  fup-  * — ->A— 
plies  into  the  city,  and  the  other  was  continually  ^73- 
on  the  watch  to  intercept  them.  At  firlt  the 
actions  were  flight  and  unimportant,  but  at 
length  the  number  of  Ihips  on  both  Tides  being 
greatly  augmented,  they  came  to  a  general  en¬ 
gagement  ;  in  which,  after  much  bloodlhed, 
victory  declared  againfl  the  proteftants.  In 
this  action  the  count  de  Boflut  acquired  great 
honour,  and  reduced  the  enemy’s  fleet  to  fo 
low  a  pitch,  that  henceforth  they  could  not  ven¬ 
ture  with  fafety  to  come  within  his  reach.  He 
foon  after  made  himfelf  mailer  of  a  fort  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Sparen,  and  having  lla- 
tioned  a  part  of  the  fleet  there,  he  rendered 
all  accefs  to  the  town  by  water  utterly  imprac¬ 
ticable. 

During  thefe  tranfafilions  on  the  lake,  the  Tfie  vigour 
townfmen  and  garrifon  exerted  the  fame  acti-  dhyot'^e” 
vity  and  vigour  as  before.  They  gave  the  be-  bcfiesed- 
■fiegers  no  refpite,  but  harafled  them  -continu¬ 
ally,  by  Tallying  out  in  llrong  bodies,  fome- 
times  in  one  quarter,  and  fometimes  in  an¬ 
other.  In  one  of  the  Tallies,  they  drove  the 
German  forces  from  their  intrenchmerfts,  flew 
upwards  of  eight  hundred  of  them,  fet  on 
fire  their  tents  and  baggage,  and  carrying  off  a 
Vol.  II.  G  great 
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great  number  of  cannon  and  military  enfigns, 
returned  to  the  town  in  triumph®. 

But  Toledo  was  foon  afterwards  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  prevent  thefe  eruptions,  from  which  the 
befieged  derived  fo  much  glory.  The  rein¬ 
forcement  which  his  father  had  been  preparing, 
at  length  arrived ;  and  his  trenches  were  there¬ 
by  fecured  againll  any  attack  that  could  be 
made  upon  them,  either  from  within,  or  from 
without. 

Their dif-  The  befieged  began  to  fuller  greatly  from  a 
wefs‘  fcarcity  of  provifions.  There  was  no  expedient 
for  relief,  however  defperate,  which  they  did 
not  employ.  They  attempted  frequently,  in 
the  night,  to  force  the  enemy’s  lines,  and  to 
open  a  palfage  for  the  convoys,  which,  agree¬ 
ably  to  concert,  the  prince  of  Orange  fent  for¬ 
ward,  to  be  ready  to  enter  the  town,  in  cafe  the 
garrifon  could  dillodge  the  befiegers  from  their 
entrenchments.  But  they  found  the  enemy 
every  where  prepared  to  receive  them,  and 
were  repulfed  in  all  their  attempts.  They  had 
then  Tecourfe  to  another  no  -lefs  defperate  expe¬ 
dient.  They  broke  down  the  dyke  of  the  Spa- 
ren,  and  laid  all  the  ground  between  the  lake 

"  Thuanus,  tom.  iii;  p.  218. 
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and  the  city  under  water.  The  Spaniards  be¬ 
ing  obliged,  in  confequence  of  this  device,  to 
quit  the  part  of  their  entrenchments  to  which 
the  water  reached,  fome  flat-bottomed  boats 
paded  into  the  town,  with  gun-powder  and 
provifions.  But  the  relief  which  the  belieged 
received  in  this  way  was  inconfiderable.  Boffut 
being  abfolute  mailer  of  the  lake,  the  paffage 
by  which  the  Hollanders  had  entered  was  foon 
blocked  up,  and  all  accefs  to  the  town  ren¬ 
dered  as  difficult  as  ever. 

The  people  of  Haerlem  had  nowr  no  profpe£t  Count  Bat* 
of  deliverance,  but  from  a  body  of  troops  defeated, 
which  the  prince  of  Orange  had  for  fome 
months  been  employed  in  affembling,  with  a 
view  to  attempt  the  raffing  of  the  fiege.  He 
had  folicited  aid  from  the  queen  of  England, 
and  from  the  French  and  German  protellants. 

But  the  former  was  averfe  at  this  time  to  de¬ 
claring  herfelf  openly  againll  Philip  ;  and  both 
the  latter  were  too  much  occupied  at  home,  to 
have  either  leifure  or  power  to  afford  theii 
brethren  in  Holland  any  effeflual  affffiance. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  famine  in  Haerlem  had 
rifen  to  the  moll  dreadful  height.  Every 
fpecies  of  ordinary  food  was  already  confumed  j 
and  the  people  fubfilled  on  the  roots  of  the 
coarfell  herbs,  and  on  the  flelh  of  horfes,  dogs, 
and  other  animals  againll  which  men  com- 
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monly  entertain  the  mod  irreconcilable  aver, 
fion.  William  having  got  information  of  the 
extremity  to  which  they  were  reduced,  refolved 
to  make  an  effort  in  their  behalf,  with  the 
forces  which  he  had  already  colleded.  They 
confided  partly  of  French,  German,  and  Eng- 
lifh  protedants,  but  chiefly  of  raw  troops, 
which  had  been  levied  hadily  for  the  prefent 
purpofe  in  the  neighbouring  cities ;  amounting 
to  four  thoufand  foot,  and  fix  hundred  horfe. 
He  intended  to  have  conducted  this  little  army 
himfelf,  but  was  prevailed  on  by  the  States  to 
give  the  command  of  it  to  the  count  of  Batten- 
burg.  Notice  was  conveyed  to  the  befieged,  of 
the  time  when  this  armament  would  approach 
Haerlem,  by  letters  tied  to  pigeons,  which 
had  been  brought  from  Haerlem  to  Leyden,  in 
order  to  be  employed  as  meffengers  to  the  be¬ 
fieged,  in  cafe  all  other  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  cities  fhould  be  obdruded". 

Battenburg  fet  out  from  Leyden  with  his 
troops,  fever al  field-pieces,  and  a  large  con¬ 
voy  of  provifions,  in  the  beginning  of  July. 
His  indrudions  were,  to  dired  his  attack 
againd  the  quarters  of  the  Germans  dationed 
towards  the  plain  of  Haerlem.  The  befieged, 
it  was  expeded,  would  fally  out  upon  them  at 
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the  fame  time,  and  while  they  were  thus  dif¬ 
fracted  by  one  enemy  before,  and  another  be¬ 
hind  them,  it  was  hoped  that  the  convoy  of 
provifions  would  find  an  opportunity  of  enter¬ 
ing  the  town.  But  Toledo  having  received  in¬ 
telligence  of  their  defign,  drew  up  a  part  of  his 
forces  within  their  entrenchments,  to  reprefs 
the  fally  intended  by  the  befieged,  and  led  out 
the  reft  to  meet  count  Battenburg.  His  troops 
being  greatly  fuperior  to  the  enemy  both  in  dif- 
cipline  and  number,  broke  their  ranks,  and 
threw  them  into  confufion  at  the  firft  onfet. 
The  general,  and  upwards  of  two  thoufand 
men,  were  killed ;  and  almoft  the  whole  con¬ 
voy  of  provifions  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
victors. 

I 

s 

This  difafter  entirely  broke  the  fpirits  of  the 
befieged,  and  made  it  neceffary  for  them  to  pro- 
pofe  a  furrender  without  delay.  They  accord¬ 
ingly  fent  a  deputution  to  Toledo,  with  an 
offer  to  deliver  up  the  town,  on  condition  that 
the  inhabitants  ftiould  not  be  pillaged,  and 
that  the  garrifon  fhould  be  allowed  to  march 
out  of  it  with  the  honours  of  war.  Toledo 
refufed  to  liften  to  thefe,  or  any  other  condi¬ 
tions  ;  and  informed  them  that  they  muft  leave 
it  to  him  to  determine,  what  treatment  both 
ihe  garrifon  and  citizens  fhould  receive. 
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$  xn  K  The  befieged  were  too  well  acquainted  with 
» — — ,~i — t  his  implacable  fpirit,  not  to  fnrink  at  the 
Th1-573’  thoughts  of  expofmg  themfelves  to  his  mercy, 
juiion.  They  had  not  forgotten  the  difmal  cataftrophe 
of  Naerden.  They  confidered  this  anfwer  as  a 
declaration,  that  he  had  devoted  them  to  de- 
flruflion.  The  people  ran  in  crowds  from 
every  quarter  of  the  city,  to  the  places  of 
public  refort,  in  order  to  learn  the  particulars 
of  that  fatal  anfwer  which  the  deputies  had 
brought.  The  women,  the  aged,  and  all  the 
more  unwarlike  part  of  the  inhabitants,  were 
overwhelmed  with  terror.  As  if  their  houfes 
had  been  already  in  flames,  or  as  if  they  had 
beheld  the  bloody  fword  of  the  Spaniard  wav¬ 
ing  round  them,  there  was  nothing  to  be  feen 
or  heard,  but  tears,  and  fhrieks,  and  groans, 
Their  defpair  was  foon  afterwards  converted  into 
a  degree  of  madnefs,  by  a  refolution  formed 
by  the  governor  and  garrifon,  to  leave  all  fuch 
as  were  unable  to  bear  arms  behind  them,  and 
to  force  their  way,  fword  in  hand,  through  the 
enemy’s  lines.  To  prevent  them  from  execut¬ 
ing  their  purpofe,  the  women  haftened  tumul- 
tuoufly  (many  of  them  with  their  children  in 
their  arms)  to  the  gate  where  the  garrifon  had 
appointed  to  rendezvous  before  their  departure. 
It  was  a  fcene  truly  piteous  and  miferabie  ;  the 
women  either  rolling  in  the  duft,  or  clinging 
ij-ound  the  necks  and  knees  of  their  hufbands, 

fathers, 
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fathers,  fons,  or  brothers;  diflblved  in  tears, 
and  imploring  that  they  might  be  carried  along  . 

with  them,  and  differed  either  to  efcape  or 
perifh  together.  The  men  were  melted  at  the 
fight  of  fo  much  anguifh  in  perfons  fo  near 
and  dear  to  them,  and  yielded  at  lad  to  their 
entreaties.  It  was  then  agreed,  that  one  half 
of  all  the  military  in  the  town  fhould  march  in 
the  front,  the  other  half  in  the  rear,  and  the 
women,  children,  and  others  unable  to  bear 
arms,  in  the  middle  between  them.  Drawn 
up  in  this  form,  they  refolded  to  attempt  a  paf- 
fage  with  their  fwords  through  the  enemy’s  en¬ 
trenchments.  They  knew  it  to  be  impoffible 
but  that  mod  of  them  mud  perifh.  “  But  if 
we  open  our  gates  to  the  Spaniards,”  faid  Ri- 
perda,  “  mud  we  not  likewife  perifh  ?  And  if 
we  mud  die  ^though  dill  it  is  podible  we  may 
efcape),  is  it  not  better  to  die  fighting  bravely 
in  the  field  ;  we  who  have  exerted  ourfelves  fo 
ftrenuoufiy  in  defence  of  our  religion  and  liber¬ 
ty  ;  than,  after  being  dript  of  our  arms,  and 
bound  like  criminals,  to  receive  an  ignomi¬ 
nious  death  upon  a  fcaffold,  or  in  a  dungeon, 
from  the  hands  of  an  ungenerous  and  unre¬ 
lenting  enemy  r” 

They  were  upon  the  point  of  putting  their  Toledo  of- 
defign  in  execution,  when  intelligence  of  it  favorable 
w'as  carried  to  Toledo.  He  confidered,  that  tcrnis< 
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if  they  were  not  diverted  from  it,  he  fhould, 
in  confequence  of  his  vi&ory,  inflead  of  a 
great  and  important'  city,  acquire  poffeffion 
only  of  a  defolated  ruin.  He  reflected  too  on 
the  danger  to  which  his  troops  might  be  ex- 
pofed,  from  the  fury  of  fo  many  brave  men 
animated  by  defpair  and  vengeance;  and  there¬ 
fore,  without  delay,  he  fent  a  trumpet  to  the 
befieged,  to  give  them  hopes  of  favour  and 
forgivenefs.  There  was  a  violent  ftruggle  in 
their  minds  for  fome  time  between  their  fears, 
and  the  hopes  with  which  he  thus  infpired 
them.  But  from  their  knowledge  of  his  cha¬ 
racter,  their  diftruft  and  diffidence  prevailed ; 
and  they  refufed  to  hearken  to  his  propofal, 
till  he  engaged,  that,  on  condition  of  their 
paying  two  hundred  thoufand  livres,  the  army 
fhould  be  reftrained  from  plundering  the  in¬ 
habitants,  and  that  all  of  them,  except  fifty- 
feven  whom  he  named,  fhould  receive  a  full 
pardon  of  their  offences. 

This  exception  of  fo  great  a  number  of  citi¬ 
zens,  who  were  the  moft  confiderable  perfons 
in  the  town,  ■  and  had  diftinguiffied  themfelves 
by  their  bravery  in  its  defence,  would  have 
prevented  the  accommodation  from  taking 
place,  had  not  the  German  part  of  the  garrifon 
urged  in  the  moft  determined  manner,  that  the, 
conditions  offered  fhould  be  accepted.  The 

W  alloons. 
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Walloons,  on  the  other  hand,  and  the  Dutch,  book 

were  extremely  reluctant  and  averfe ;  becaufe,  < _ 

as  they  were  more  obnoxious  than  the  Ger-  *573- 
mans,  they  believed  that  no  mercy  would  be 
fhewn  them.  The  garrifon  being  thus  divided 
in  their  fentiments,  and  many  of  them  having, 
with  a  view  to  make  their ,  efcape,  fecretly  with¬ 
drawn  from  their  ftations  on  the  walls,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  began  to  dread  that  the  Spaniards,  ob- 
ferving  them  grown  more  remifs  than  formerly, 
might  take  the  town  by  dorm;  and  therefore,  Thefui> 

>  ©  *  '  render. 

without  further  delay,  they  fent  a  deputation  of 
their  number,  to  make  the  furrender  on  the  terms 
propofed. 


A  regiment  of  Spaniards  was  immediately  July  13, 
fent  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  place.  All  per- 
fons,  whether  inhabitants  or  foreign  foldiers, 
were  ordered  to  lay  down  their  arms.  The 
citizens  were  commanded  to  retire  into  certain 
churches,  and  the  garrifon  to  certain  monade- 
ries,  where  guards  wrere  placed  over  them,  to 
prevent  their  efcape.  On  the  fame  day,  Toledo 
entered  the  town  with  the  Spanifh  troops.  In 
order  to  induce  the  foreign  foldiers,  of  whom 
the  garrifon  chiefly  confided,  to  concur  with 
the  inhabitants  in  the  furrender,  Toledo  had 
given  them  particular  affurances  of  fafety.  And 
although  they  were  ftriftly  guarded,  and  not  dif¬ 
fered  to  depart,  yet  bread  had  been  didributed 

to 
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to  them  as  well  as  to  the  citizens ;  and  no  vio¬ 
lence  was  offered  them  till  the  third  day,  when 
the  duke  of  Alva,  who  had  recovered  from  his 
illnefs,  came  to  Haerlem,  on  pretence  of  vi- 
fiting  the  fortifications,  but  in  reality  to  inftrudt 
his  fon  with  regard  to  his  treatment  of  the  pri- 
foners. 

It  wras  then,  but  too  late,  that  this  brave, 
orACirvaeIand  t^oug'n  now  defencelefs  garrifon,  repented  of 
h;,s  ion.  having  fo  tamely  delivered  up  their  arms ;  and 
faw  the  folly  of  trading  in  the  mercy  of  an 
ungenerous  enemy,  whole  revenge  and  hatred 
were  implacable.  A  maffacre,  which  had  been 
concerted  in  the  interview  between  the  father 
and  fon,  was  begun,  by  putting  to  death  three 
hundred  Walloons.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
brave  Riperda  and  other  perfons  of  note  were 
beheaded.  But  the  {laughter  ffcpt  not  here. 
Several  hundreds  of  French,  Scotch,  and  Eng- 
lifh  foldiers,  befides  a  confiderable  number  of 
the  citizens  who  had  been  feized  in  attempting 
to  make  their  efcape,  were  likewife  butchered  ; 
and  when  the  executioners  were  tired  with 
flaughtering,  they  tied  the  unhappy  victims  two 
by  two,  and  plunged  them  into  the  river.  Even 
the  fick  and  wounded  were  carried  out  into  the 
court-yard  of  the  hofpital  where  they  lay,  and 
put  to  the  fword. 


90 

BOOK 

XII. 

*573- 


Tlif  perfidi- 


Historiaks 


PHILIP  n.  KING  OF  SPAIN, 

Historians  differ  as  to  the  number  of  thofe 
who  were  involved  in  this  difmal  catadrophe ; 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  fome  of  the  Spanifn 
writers  make  it  greater  than  the  Dutch.  By 
the  lowelt  account,  nine  hundred  brave  men 
were  executed  like  the  vileft  malefactors,  who, 
trulting  to  Toledo’s  promife,  had  given  up 
their  arms,  and  thrown  themfeives  upon  his 
mercy. 
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It  would  (hock  the  reader’s  humanity  to  offer  Confe- 
any  excufe  for  fuch  inhuman  cruelty ;  yet  it  the  vigorous 
mud  not  be  denied  that  Alva  had  ample  mat- 
ter  of  chagrin,  when  he  confidered  how  much 
the  length  of  the  fiege,  and  the  obftinate  valour 
of  the  befieged,  had  cod  him.  By  the  incle¬ 
mency  of  the  feafon,  by  the  fcarcity  of  provi- 
fions,  and  by  the  fword  of  the  enemy,  he  had 
lod  four  thoufand  five  hundred  men ;  befides  a 
great  number  whom  their  difeafes  or  wounds 
rendered  unfit  for  fervice.  Nor  was  the  dimi¬ 
nution  of  his  forces  the  only  lofs  which  he  fuf- 
tained  from  this  fiege.  It  was  attended  with  an 
expense,  by  which  his  treafury  was  exhauded. 

It  funk  confiderably  the  reputation  of  his  arms, 
and  infpired  the  infurgents  with  hopes,  that  an 
enemy,  who  had  found  it  fo  difficult  to  con¬ 
quer,  might  themfeives  be  overcome.  It  af¬ 
forded  leifure  to  the  other  revolted  cities  to 
fettle  their  affairs,  and  furnifhed  them  with 

the 
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book  the  happieft  opportunity  of  carrying  on  their 
conquefts  in  Zealand,  where  the  city  of  Mid- 
*573-  dleburg  Hill  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  °. 

Mutiny  of  Of  the  feveral  inconveniencies  which  the 
trips.  l!  ’  duke  of  Alva  differed  from  the  length  of  the 
fiege,  the  draining  of  his  treafury  was  not  the 
lead  confiderable ;  as  it  occafroned  his  falling 
behind  in  the  payment  of  his  troops,  and  ren¬ 
dered  abortive  all  the  fucceeding  operations 
of  the  campaign.  He  intended  that  they  fhould 
have  gone  from  Haerlem  into  North  Holland, 
to  fecure  the  town  of  Alcmaer.  But  when 
orders  were  given  for  their  march,  they  refufed 
to  obey.  They  had  been  greatly  exafperated  by 
the  conditions  granted  to  the  people  of  Haer¬ 
lem,  becaufe  they  were  thereby  difappointed  in 
their  hopes  of  plunder ;  and  they  refolved  to 
make  Toledo  feel  their  refentment,  by  infill¬ 
ing  on  the  immediate  payment  of  their  arrears. 
He  reprefented  to  them  the  prejudice  which 
the  King’s  intereft  would  fuller  from  their  re¬ 
maining  inactive  at  the  prefent  crifis.  But  the 
more  they  perceived  their  importance,  the 
higher  was  the  gratification  of  their  refentment. 
Without  regard  either  to  Toledo’s  remon- 
llrances,  or  to  the  terms  on  which  Haerlem  had 

°  Bentivoglio,  p.  117.  Meteren,  p.  no.  Meurfii  Au- 
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been  furrendered,  they  fixed  their  quarters  book 

in  that  city ;  laid  the  citizens,  already  ex-  v _ 

haufted  by  their  fufferings,  under  contribution,  J  573- 
and  exercifed  over  them  the  fame  tyrannical 
oppreflion  as  if  they  had  taken  the  town  by 
ftorm :  thus  demonftrating  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  other  cities,  the  abfurdity  of  fubmitting 
to  the  Spaniards,  whatever  conditions  might 
be  offered  ;  fince,  even  when  their  commanders 
were  willing  to  obferve  thefe  conditions,  they 
were  violated  by  the  foldiers,  whofe  rapacity  the 
general  was  unable  to  reftrain. 

This  incident  affected  the  duke  of  Alva  with 
the  moft  fenfible  concern.  He  was  aware  of 
the  pernicious  effects  that  muft  arife  from  it. 

He  had  ever  valued  himfelf,  and  not  without 
reafon,  on  the  exafl:  difcipline  which  he  had 
hitherto  maintained.  Inclined,  but  at  the 
fame  time  afraid,  to  employ  rigour  and  fe- 
verity,  left  ftill  more  pernicious  confequences 
might  follow,  he  refolved  to  make  trial  of 
perfuafion ;  and  with  this  view  he  employed 
the  interceflion  of  the  marquis  of  Vitelli,  who 
was  the  moft  beloved  as  well  as  the  moft  re- 
fpefted  of  all  his  officers.  Vitelli  exerted  his 
utmoft  art  and  influence;  and  at  laft,  with 
infinite  difficulty,  he  perfuaded  the  muti¬ 
neers  to  accept  a  part  of  their  arrears, 

*5  and 
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The  fiege  of 
Alcmawr. 


and  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  their  com¬ 
manders  p. 

Much  time  having  been  employed  in  this 
negotiation,  the  feafon  was  far  advanced  be- 
fon  the  army  could  be  led  to  Alcmaer.  This 
place  ( if  they  had  attacked  it  fooner)  mult  un¬ 
avoidably  have  fallen  into  their  hands.  It  had 
been  the  laft  of  all  the  cities  in  North  Holland 
in  fhaking  off  its  allegiance  to  Philip.  The 
catholic  inhabitants  were  numerous,  and  had 
been  able  to  keep  poffeffion  of  one  of  the 
principal  gates  of  the  town.  They  had  eameftly 
folicited  Toledo  to  haften  to  their  afliflance. 
But  the  mutiny  of  his  troops  having  prevented 
him  from  complying  with  their  requeft  till  it 
was  too  late,  the  Prince  of  Orange  had  im¬ 
proved  the  leifure  which  this  incident  afforded 
him  ;  and  having  fent  forces  to  the  affiftance  of 
the  proteftant  inhabitants,  he  had  wrefted  the 
gate  out  of  the  hands  of  the  catholics ;  furnifh- 
ed  the  proteftants  with  arms,  and  procured  for 
them,  from  the  neighbouring  cities,  fupplies 
of  provifions  and  military  ftores. 

Toledo  was  aware  of  the  difadvantages 
which  muff  attend  his  entering  on  the  fiege  of 

p  Bentivoglio,  p.  131. 
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a  place,  fituated  like  Alcmaer,  in  a  marfhy  foil, 
fo  late  in  the  year.  But  he  hoped  that,  with  fo 
great  an  army  as  he  now  poffeffed  %  he  would 
be  able  to  reduce  it  before  the  rainy  feafon 
fhould  begin ;  and  he  knew  that  the  reduction 
of  Alcmaer  would  greatly  facilitate  his  conquelt 
of  the  other  towns  in  the  province.  He  left 
Haerlem,  therefore,  as  foon  as  Vitelli  had  quelled 
the  mutiny  of  the  troops,  and  marched  dire&ly 
towards  Alcmaer r. 

Having  planted  a  battery  on  each  fide  of 
the  town,  he  began  a  brilk  cannonading,  and 
in  a  few  days  made  fuch  confiderable  breaches, 
that  he  doubted  not  of  being  able  to  carry  the 
town  by  ftorm.  In  order  to  divide  the  garri- 
fon,  he  refolved  to  make  an  affault  on  both 
fides  at  once.  The  inhabitants  perceived  his  The  sPani- 
defign,  and  prepared  for  their  defence.  The  repuifad/1* 
Spaniards  having  palfed  the  ditch,  by  means 
of  two  portable  bridges,  advanced  to  the  at¬ 
tack  with  loud  fhouts,  and  full  of  confidence 
that  there  was  no  force  in  the  place  fufficient  to 
oppofe  them.  But  they  foon  found  that  cou¬ 
rage,  when  grounded  on  defpair,  can  in  fome 
cafes  fupply  the  want  both  of  difcipline  and 
numbers.  The  garrifon,  feconded  by  the 

’  It  amounted  to  Gxteen  thoufand  men. 

r  It  lies  at  the  diftauce  of  only  one  day’s  journey  from 

Haerlem. 
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book  townfmen,  made  fo  intrepid  a  refiftance,  as 

_ _ _ _ ,  filled  the  Spaniards  with  aftonifhment.  They 

1573-  renewed  the  attack  feveral  times  ;  but  were  at 
laft  obliged  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  fix  hundred 
killed,  and  three  hundred  wounded.  Toledo 
could  not,  either  by  promifes  or  threats,  per- 
fuade  them  to  return  to  the  affault.  Soon  af¬ 
terwards  the  rains  began  to  fall,  and  the  Spa¬ 
niards  buffered  greatly  from  the  humidity  of  the 
air  and  foil.  The  duke  of  Alva  too  had  received 
intelligence,  that  the  Hollanders  had  formed 
the  defign  of  opening  their  fluices,  in  order  to 
lay  the  country  round  Alcmaer  under  water. 
To  fave  his  army,  therefore,  from  deftrudlion, 
he  fent  orders  to  his  fon  to  raife  the  fiege  ; 
Thefiege  which  Frederick  did  accordingly  on  the  ele- 

laifed,  °  J 

venth  of  October.  He  then  marched  to  the 
fouthern  parts  of  the  province,  and  put  his 
troops,  greatly  fatigued  and  exhaufted,  into 
winter-quarters s. 

Sea-fight  Alva  was  not  more  fortunate  at  this  time  by 
fterlw*  fea,  than  he  had  been  by  land  at  Alcmaer.  In 

revenge  for  the  affiflance  which  the  people  of 
Amfterdam  had  lent  the  Spaniards  in  the  fiege 
of  Haerlem,  the  inhabitants  of  Enchuyfen, 
Horn,  and  other  proteftant  cities,  had  fitted 
out  againft  them  a  numerous  fleet,  which  they 

'  Meteren,  p.  123.  Thuanuvlib.  lv.  left.  8. 
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ftationed  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ye.  With 
this  fleet  they  took  or  deftroyed  every  veflel 
that  attempted  to  pafs  from  Amfterdam  into 
the  Zwider  fea,  and  thus  put  an  entire  flop  to 
the  trade  of  that  commercial  city.  To  remedy 
this  evil,  which  mult  foon  have  proved  fatal  to 
a  people  who  fubfifted  wholly  by  trade,  the 
duke  of  Alva  had  come  himfelf  to  Amfterdam, 
where  he  had  equipped  with  the  utmoft  expe¬ 
dition  a  fleet,  conftfting  of  twelve  fhips  of  war, 
of  a  much  larger  fize  than  ufual,  of  which  he 
gave  the  command  to  the  count  de  Boftut. 
This  fleet  was  much  inferior  in  number  to  that 
of  the  enemy ;  but  this  di [advantage,  Alva 
hoped,  would  be  compenfated  by  the  number 
of  lbldiers  on  botfrd,  added  to  the  fuperior  fize 
of  the  (hips,  and  the  fldil  and  bravery  of  the 
commander. 

As  foon  as  Boflut  approached  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  the  Hollanders  left  their  ftation,  and 
retired  towards  Horn  and  Enchuyfen.  Here 
they  received  a  confiderable  reinforcement ; 
and  foon  afterwards  returned,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Theodore  Sonoy,  'to  watch  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  encounter  the  enemy  on  advantage¬ 
ous  terms.  The  two  fleets  for  fome  time  lay 
in  fight  of  each  other,  and  frequent  fkirmfilies 
pafled  between  them.  Boflut  hefitated  long, 
whether  he  fhould  venture  to  engage  with  a 
Vol.  II.  H  force 
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force  fo  much  fuperior  ;  and  for  this  reafon  he 
kept  his  fleet  in  the  open  fea,  and  in  the  deepeft 
water,  where  he  could  avail  himfelf  of  the  fize 
of  his  {hips.  But  the  people  of  Amfterdam, 
impatient  under  the  interruption  of  their  trade, 
having  tranfmitted  a  falfe  reprefentation  to  the 
duke  of  Alva  of  the  ftrength  of  the  Dutch  fleet, 
perfuaded  him  to  fend  pofitive  orders  for  a  ge¬ 
neral  engagement.  Boflut,  though  extremely 
diffident  of  fuccefs,  immediately  fleered  to¬ 
wards  the  enemy,  who  lay  in  {hallow  water, 
prepared  for  his  attack.  The  combat  was  be¬ 
gun  with  great  fpirit  and  intrepidity,  but  vic¬ 
tory  foon  appeared  on  the  fide  of  the  Holland¬ 
ers  ;  who  having  a  much  greater  number  of 
{hips  than  the  enemy,  attacked  them  on  every 
fide  ;  and  being  much  nimbler  in  all  their  mo¬ 
tions,  did  them  a  great  deal  of  mifchief,  while 
their  own  lofs  was  inconfiderable.  Of  Boflut’s 
fleet,  one  {hip,  with  all  the  crew,  was  funk ; 
three  were  ftranded,  and  afterwards  taken  by 
the  Hollanders ;  and  all  the  reft,  except  the 
admiral’s  galley,  faved  themfelves  by  flight. 
Of  this  veflfel,  the  cotemporary  hiftorians  fpeak 
in  the  flrongefl  terms ;  and  reprefent  her  as 
one  of  the  largeft,  and  the  befl  equipped,  that 
had  been  ever  feen.  She  was  furrounded  by  a 
number  of  the  enemy’s  fmaller  veflels,  which 
battered  her  furioufly  on  every  fide,  and  at 
length  drove  her  upon  a  bank.  Boflut,  Hill 
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iinwilling  to  fuffer  her  to  fall  into  their  hands, 
continued  to  make  the  moll  obftinate  refin¬ 
ance  s,  till,  of  three  hundred  folders  on  board, 
two  hundred  and  twenty  were  killed,  and  all 
the  reft  wounded  but  fifteen.  In  this  fituation, 
one  of  the  Spaniards,  who  remembered  the 
fcenes  of  treachery  and  bloodfhed  in  which  he 
had  been  concerned  in  Naerden  and  Haerlem, 
advifed  the  admiral  to  receive  the  enemy  into 
the  fhip,  and  then  to  blow  her  in  the  air.  But 
Boffut,  confcious  of  having  done  every  thing 
that  either  his  duty  or  his  honour  could  require, 
refufed  to  liften  to  fo  defperate  a  propofal,  and 
chofe  rather  to  confide. in  an  offer  which  was 
made  him  by  the  Hollanders,  that  if  he  would 
furrender  without  any  further  refiftance,  they 
would  fpare  the  lives  of  all  that  were  on  board. 
On  this  condition  the  fhip  was  accordingly 
given  up  ;  and  Boffut,  with  fuch  of  the  crew 
and  foldiers  as  furvived,  was  dondu&ed  to  pri- 
fon  in  the  town  of  Horn 

Sonoy  fent  immediate:  notice  of  this  vidlory 
to  the  States  of  Holland  ;  who  being  fenfible 
how  much  their  fafety  depended  on  maintain- 

’  This  engagement  lafted  for  twenty-eight  hours. 

'  The  admiral’s  {hip,  called  the  Inquifition,  carried  bnly 
two  and  thirty  guns. — Thuanus,  lib.  Iv.  fett.  vii.  Mete- 
ren,  p.  12^.  Bentivoglio,  p.  133. 
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ing  their  fuperiority  at  fea,  had  been  extremely 
anxious  with  regard  to  the  iffue  of  the  conteft  ; 
and  they  now  appointed  a  folemn  thankfgiv- 
ing  to  be  obferved  in  all  the  churches  of  the 
province. 

The  strjes  Their  joy  on  this  occafion  was  not  a  little 
Gertruden-  increafed  by  the  acquifition  of  San  Gertruden- 
be's‘  berg  ;  which  gave  them  the  command  of  the 
Maefe,  and  a  free  entrance  into  the  province 
of  Brabant.  It  was  taken  by  a  detachment  of 
their  troops,  under  the  command  of  the  Sieur 
de  Payette,  a  French  proteftant,  who  entered 
it  in  the  night  by  fcalade,  and  put  the  garrifon, 
confifling  of  a  cohort  of  Walloons  under  a  Spa- 
nilh  g^emor,  to  the  fword. 

st.  Aide.  This  lofs  was  in  fome  meafure  compenfated 
phfoner.  to  the  duke  of  Alva,  by  an  advantage  which  a 
detachment  of  his  army  gained  over  the  Sieiir 
de  St.  Aldegonde,  who  had  marched  with  a 
body  of  troops  to  check  'the  excurfions  of  the 
Spaniards  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Holland. 
St.  Aldegonde’s  forces  were  cut  to  pieces  or  dif- 
perfed,  and  he  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner.  Alva 
would  not  have  fpared  the  life  of  a  man,  who, 
by  his  aftivity  in  roufing  the  fpirit  of  liberty 
among  his  countrymen,  had  rendered  himfelf 
fo  exceedingly  obnoxious,  had  he  not  been  re- 
Itrained  by  his  regard  for  the  prefervation  of 

the 
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the  count  de  Boffut ;  upon  whom  the  prince  of  book 
Orange  had  declared  he  would  retaliate,  for 
whatever  feverity  Ihould  be  ufed  againft  St.  J573* 
AldegondeL 

I 

Alva  intended  to  have  begun  the  next  cam-  AI'a  leave* 

.  .  .  .  r  r  T  i  .  ....  the  Nether- 

paign  with  the  liege  or  Leyden  ;  and  with  this  lands, 
view  he  feized  upon  a  number  of  ftations  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  that  city.  But  this 
fiege,  no  lefs  memorable  than  that  of  Haer- 
lem,  was  referred  for  his  fucceffor.  Alva  had, 
as  mentioned  above,  applied  to  Philip  for  li¬ 
berty  to  leave  the  Low  Countries,  on  account 
of  the  bad  Hate  of  his  health,  occafioned  by 
the  moifture  of  the  climate,  and  the  fatigues 
which  he  had  undergone.  This  was  believed 
by  many  to  be  only  a  pretence ;  while  his  re¬ 
quell  proceeded  in  reality  from  apprehenfions, 
that  the  king  had  liflened  to  the  reprefentations 
of  his  enemies,  and  would  foon  confer  his  of¬ 
fice  upon  another.  There  is  very  little  reafon, 
however,  to  fuppofe  that  Philip  was  in  the 
fmallell  degree  diffatisfied  with  his  conduct, 
fince  he  appears,  in  all  his  tyranny  and  vio¬ 
lence,  to  have  adled  with  ftricrt  conformity  to 
his  inllrudlions.  But  Philip  having  at  laft  be¬ 
come  diffident  of  the  fuccefs  of  thofe  cruel 
meafures  which  he  had  hitherto  prefcribed, 

u  Meurfii  Albanus,  p.270.  Meteren,  p.  125. 

H  3  had 


103 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


BOOK 
'  XIL 


The  new 
governor. 


had  refolved,,  not  from  choice,  but  from  ne- 
ceffity,  to  make  trial  of  fome  more  gentle  ex¬ 
pedients.  He  knew  how  unfit  the  duke  of 
Alva  was  to  be  employed  in  the  execution  of 
this  new  plan  of  government ;  and  he  believed 
that  no  conceflions  would  prove  acceptable  to 
the  revolted  provinces,  that  could  be  made  by 
one  who  had  rendered  himfelf  fo  much  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  their  abhorrence.  He  had  therefore 
readily  confented  that  Alva  ffiould  retire,  and 
had,  more  than  a  year  before  the  prefenf 
period,  appointed  the  duke  de  Medina  Cceli 
governor  of  the  Netherlands,  in  his  room.  This 
nobleman  having  found,  upon  his  arrival,  that 
the  provinces  were  in  a  very  different  date 
from  what  he  had  expected,  and  that  the 
charge  which  he  had  undertaken  would  pro-* 
bably  be  attended  with  much  greater  difficulty 
than  glory,  declined  entering  upon  it,  and  after¬ 
wards  obtained  leave  from  Philip  to  return  to 
Spain.  He  remained  however  in  the  Low 
.Countries,  till  towards  the  end  of  the  prefent 
year,  when  the  new  governor  Don  Lewis  de 
Zuniga,  and  Requefens,  arrived.  And  foon 
afterwards  the  duke  of  Alva,  who  had  come 
to  Brufiels  to  receive  Requefens,  having  re- 
figned  the  regency  into  his  hands,  fet  out  with 
his  fon,  by  the  way  of  .Germany  and  Italy, 
for  Spain, 

On 
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On  this  occafion  men  were  affe&ed  vari- 
oufly.  Even  all  the  proteftants  did  not  en¬ 
tertain  the  fame  fentiments  with  regard  to  the 
effe&s  which  the  duke’s  departure  was  likely 
to  produce.  While  fome  rejoiced  at  it  from 
the  dread  which  they  entertained  of  his  abili¬ 
ties  ;  others  confidered,  that  for  feveral  months 
pall  his  good  fortune  had  forfaken  him ;  and 
they  believed  that  the  abhorrence  which  his 
tyranny  had  excited  towards  his  perfon  and 
government,  would,  by  proving  a  powerful 
bond  of  union  among  his  enemies,  effectually 
prevent  them  from  liftening  to  any  infidious 
terms  of  accommodation  which  the  Spaniards 
flight  propofe. 
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He  was  regarded,  both  by  the  catholics  and  Alva’s 
proteftants,  as  the  chief  fource  of  all  the  ca-  boaft* 
lamities  in  which  the  Netherlands  had  been 
involved.  He  had  received  his  government 
from  the  duchefs  of  Parma,  in  a  ftate  of 
perfect  tranquillity.  By  his  tyranny  he  had 
thrown  it  into  the  moft  terrible  combuftion,- 
and  kindled  the  flames  of  a  deftru&ive  war, 
which  he  was  confcious  of  being  unable  to 
extinguilh,  and  had  therefore  applied  for  liberty 
to  retire.  He  is  faid  to  have  boafted  to  count 
J£oningftein  v,  at  whofe  houfe  he  lodged  in  his 
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way  to  Italy,  that  during  his  government  of 
five  years  and  a  half,  upwards  of  eighteen 
thoufand  heretics  had  fullered  by  the  hand  of 
the  public  executioner  ;  befides  a  much  greater 
number  whom  he  had  put  to  the  fword,  in 
the  towns  which  he  took,  and  in  the  field 
of  battle. 

His  govern-  The  fituation  of  the  Low  Countries  during 
Alva’s  adminiff ration,  was  truly  deplorable.  ' 
His  oppreffion  was  not  confined  to  the  pro- 
teftants ;  but  great  numbers  too  of  the  ca¬ 
tholics  were  put  to  death,  and  their  effects 
forfeited,  on  the  pretence  of  their  having- 
given  entertainment  to  heretics,  or  of  having 
held  a  correfpondence  with  them  in  their  exile. 
Wives  were  punifhed  with  the  utmoff  feverity 
for  affording  fhelter  to  their  hufbands,  whom 
the  council  of  tumults  had  condemned  ;  chil¬ 
dren  for  performing  the  like  kind  offices  to 
their  parents  ;  and  in  Utrecht,  a  father  was 
executed  for  allowing  his  fon,  who  had  re¬ 
turned  from  banifhment,  to  lodge  under  his 
roof  for  one  night.  By  forcing  fo  many 
thoufands  of  the  mofi:  induftrious  inhabitants 
to  leave  the  country,  and  by  neglecting  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  naval  force  to  oppofe  the  exiles  at  fea, 

,  commerce  was  almoft  entirely  ruined ;  not- 
withftanding  which,  he  impofed  upon  the  ' 
people  more  oppreffive  taxes  than  they  could 

have 
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have  borne,  if  they  had  been  in  the  moft  flou- 
rifhing  condition.  In  levying  his  taxes,  the 
utmoft  rigour  was  employed.  The  people 
were  often  wantonly  provoked,  and  tumults 
purpofely  excited,  from  which  occafion  was 
taken  to  punifh  them  with  confifcation  of  their 
goods,  and  fometimes  both  with  death  and 
confifcation.  From  the  confifcations  and  taxes 
large  fums  were  raifed ;  yet,  by  maintaining 
fo  numerous  an  army,  and  by  building  citadels 
to  keep  the  principal  towns  in  awe,  as  he  re¬ 
ceived  little  afliftance  from  the  king,  who  was 
engaged  in  other  expenfive  enterp riles,  he  fell 
behind  in  the  payment  of  his  troops;  and  in 
order  to  keep  them  in  good  humour,  he  per¬ 
mitted  them  to  live,  at  free  quarters  upon  the- 
inhabitants ;  againft  whom  they  exercifed,  on 
many  occafions,  the  moll  cruel  and  opprellive 
rapacity. 
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BOOK  XIII. 
PART  I. 


I 

PHILIP  could  not  have  made  choice  of  a  book 
more  proper  fucceffor  to  the  duke  of  Alva  ■_rl— 
than  Requefens ,  who  had  acquired  fome  mili-  J573- 
tary  fame  in  the  battle  of  Lepanto,  and  had  dif-  Requefens,. 
tinguilhed  himfelf  in  the  government  of  Milan, 
by  his  prudence  and  moderation ;  qualities  from 
which  Philip  now  hoped  for  greater  fuccefs  in 
quelling  the  rebellious  fpirit  of  his  fubje&s  in 
the  Netherlands,  than  had  attended  the  violent 
adminiftration  of  the  duke  of  Alva. 


To  fliew  as  early  as  poffible  that  a  change 
of  meafures  had  been  adopted  by  the  court  pf 
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Spam,  Requefens  began  his  government  with 
demolifning  Alva’s  ftatue  above  mentioned,  and 
with  repreffing  the  infolence  of  certain  garri- 
fons,  at  whofe  enormities  his  predeceffor  had 
connived a.  He  then  applied  with  great  in- 
duflry  to  make  the  neceflary  preparations  for 
the  relief  of  Middleburg  ;  which,  having  been 
clofely  befieged  by  the  Zealanders  for  more 
than  a  year  and  a  half,  was  now  reduced  to  the 
laft  extremity.  Several  vigorous  attempts  had 
been  made,  during  the  duke  of  Alva’s  admi- 
niftration,  to  raife  the  fiege ;  but  through  the 
fuperiority  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  they  had  proved 
abortive ;  and  Mondragon  the  governor  had 
given  notice,  that  if  he  was  not  relieved  in  a 
few  days,  he  would  find  it  neceflary  to  fur- 
render. 


Requesens  knew  that  nothing  but  the  moll 
prefiing  neceffity  would  have  drawn  this  decla¬ 
ration  from  an  officer  of  fo  great  fpirit  and  for¬ 
titude  as  Mondragon.  And  he  was  fenfible, 
that,  upon  the  prefervation  of  Middleburg, 
depended  that  of  all  the  other  towns  in  Zea¬ 
land  which  '  retained  their  allegiance.  He 
therefore  poftponed  every  other  objeft  of  his 
attention ;  and  having  gone  to  Antwerp,  he 
equipped  there,  and  at  Bergen-op-zoom,  with  the 

a  Strada,  ab  init.  anno  one  thoufand  five,  hundred  and 
fcrenty-four. 
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utmoft  expedition,  a  fleet  confifting  of  more  cook 

than  thirty  (hips,  befldes  tranfports,  with  provi- 

fions  and  military  (lores b.  *374- 

This  fleet  he  divided  into  two  fquadrons, 
one  of  which,  commanded  by  the  vice-admiral, 
the  Sieur  de  dimes  and  Julio  Romero,  he  or¬ 
dered  to  fail  from  Bergen,  down  the  Eafter 
Scheld ;  and  the  other,  under  Sancio  d’ Avila, 
to  fall  down  the  Honat  or  Wefler  Scheld,  from 
Antwerp.  By  this  meafure,  he  intended  to 
diftrad  the  enemy’s  attention,  and  to  oblige 
them  to  divide  their  forces  ;  and  he  hoped  that 
at  lead  one  of  the  two  fquadrons  might  effec¬ 
tuate  its  entrance  into  the  canal  of  Middle- 
burg. 

But  the  prince  of  Orange,  whofe  adherents 
were  numerous  in  every  corner  of  the  maritime 
provinces,  had  received  early  information  of 
the  governor’s  defign,  and  had  likewife  got 
intelligence  of  his  plan  of  operations.  Having 
paffed  over  from  Holland  to  the  ifle  of  Wal- 
cheren,  and  taken  up  his  refidence  in  Flufhing, 
in  order  to  affift  the  Zealanders  with  his  coun- 
iel,  William  (lationed  a  part  of  his  fleet  on  the 
fouth  coaft  of  the  ifland,  to  lie  in  \rait  for 
d’ Avila  ;  and  fent  all  the  reft,  ftrongly  manned, 

*  Meteren,  p.  13 1. 
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book  and  well  equipped  for  fighting,  up-  the  Eafter 
Scheld,  with  orders,  as  foon  as  poflible  to  at- 
l574-  tack  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  de  dimes' 
and  Romero. 


Battle  of 
Saeheilo. 


This  fleets  with  the  greateft  part  of  the 
tranfports,  had  already  fet  fail  from  Bergen  -7 
and  Requefens,  extremely  anxious  for  its  fate, 
had  accompanied  it  as  far  as  Sacherlo.  There 
it  call  anchor,  and  was  waiting  for  the  rifing 
tide,  when  the  Zealanders,  commanded  by 
Boifot  admiral  of  Holland,  arrived  in  fight. 
De  G limes  foon  perceived  the  fuperiority  of 
Boifot’s  fleet,  both  in  the  fize  and  number  of 
the  Blips,  and  was  of  opinion  that  he  ought  not  1 
to  proceed  in  the  intended  enterprife ;  but  he 
was  over-ruled  by  Romero,  who,  prompted  by 
his  innate  courage,  and  by  that  contempt, 
which,  like  the  reft  of  his  countrymen,  he  en¬ 
tertained  for  the  Dutch  infurgents,  infilled 
that  they  Ihould  try  the  fortune  of  a  battle. 
They  accordingly  weighed  anchor,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  enemy.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  engagement,  de  Glimes’s  own  Blip  ran 
foul  of  a  fand-bank,  from  which  fhe  could  not 
be  difengaged.  The  Zealanders  perceiving  her 
diftrefs,  attacked  her  on  every  fide,  and  at  length 
fet  her  on  fire.  Romero  haftened  to  her  afiift- 
ance ;  but  all  his  attempts  to  extinguilh  the 
flames  proved  ineffectual.  In  a  few  minutes 
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fhe  funk ;  after  having  communicated  the  book 

flames  to  Romero’s  ihip,  that  had  come  to  her  . _ _ 

relief.  Romero  was  obliged  to  jump  over-  on¬ 

board,  and  fave  his  life  by  fwimming c.  The 
Zealanders  had  the  fame  fortunate  fuccefs 
againft  all  the  other  {hips  of  the  enemy ;  they 
funk  fome,  burnt  others,  and  took  the  reft. 

Befides  De  Glimes,  and  feveral  other  officers, 
near  a  thoufand  Walloons  and  Spaniards  pe- 
rifhed.  The  vi&ory  was  decifive.  And  Reque- 
fens  had  the  mortification,  from  the  dyke  of 
Sacherlo,  to  be  an  eye-witnefs  of  this  difafter, 
which  was  great  in  itfelf ;  but  was  rendered  ftill 
greater,  and  more  afflicting  to  him,  by  the  fatal 
confequences  with  which  he  forefaw  it  muff:  be 
attended. 

D’Avila  in  the  mean  time,  with  the  fqua- 
dron  under  his  command,  had  failed  from  Ant¬ 
werp,  and  advanced  as  far  as  Flufliing.  Had 
he  proceeded  in  his  voyage  without  delay,  he 
muff:  have  reached  Middleburg,  in  fpite  of  the 
Dutch  fleet  which  had  been  ftationed  to  op- 
pofe  him ;  for  it  is  not  probable  that  he  would 
have  met  with  great  refiftance  from  that  fleet,  as 
the  flower  of  all  the  forces  belonging  to  it  had 
been  fent  with  Boifot.  The  prince  of  Orange, 

who  knew  this,  was  extremely  apprehenfive  of 

* 
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the  iflue,  and  anxioufly  longed  for  Boifot’s  re¬ 
turn:  but  he  was  foon  delivered  from  his 
anxiety,  by  obferying  from  a  promontory  near 
Flufhing,  that,  inftead  of  haftening  forward, 
d’Avila  had  call  anchor,  and  feemed  refolved 
to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  De  Glimes  and  Ro¬ 
mero.  In  a  few  hours  d’Avila  received  intel¬ 
ligence  of  their  defeat ;  after  which,  defpairing 
of  being  able  to  relieve  the  befieged,  he  imme¬ 
diately  fet  fail  for  Antwerp.  He  was  purfued 
by  the  enemy  ;  but  having  betaken  himfelf  to 
flight  in  time,  he  arrived  with  very  little  lofs  at 
his  defined  port. 

The  prince  of  Orange  conveyed  intelligence 
to  Mondragon  of  what  had  paired,  by  a  Spa- 
nifh  officer  whom  he  had  taken  prifoner;  and 
at  the  fame  time  threatened,  that  if  he  did  not 
furrender  the  town  in  a  few  days,  the  garrifon 
fhould  be  put  to  the  fword  without  mercy. 
Great  numbers  of  the  befieged  had  already  died 
of  hunger,  or  of  the  unwholefome  food  to 
which  they  had  been  obliged  to  have  recourfe, 
Provifions  of  alrnofl  every  kind,  not  excepting 
the  flefh  of  dogs  and  horfes,  w7ere  confumed  j 
nor  had  they  any  other  food,  but  bread  made 
of  flax  feed ;  and  even  this  was  nearly  ex- 
haufted.  Mondragon,  perceiving  that  the  de- 
ftru&iori  of  the  garrifon,  as  well  as  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  mud  be  the  certain  confequence  of  his 
i  refufng 
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refufing  to  capitulate,  confented  to  give  up 
both  the  city  of  Middleburg  and  Armuyden, 
on  condition  that  the  garrifons  Ihould  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  depart  with  their  arms  and  baggage, 
and  that  the  ecclefiafiics,  and  all  fuch  of  the 
catholic  inhabitants  as  inclined  to  withdraw, 

A  7 

Ihould  have  liberty  to  difpofe  of  their  effe&s,  and 
be  tranfported  to  the  continent.  William  highly 
refpected  Mondragon  on  account  of  his  gallant 
conduct  during  the  liege,  and  agreed  to  thefe 
conditions ;  but  required  that  he  Ihould  pledge 
his  honour  that  he  would  procure  the  releafe  of 
St.  Aldegonde,  and  two  or  three  more  of  the 
proteftant  leaders,  to  return  into  captivity.  In 
the  fequel.  Mondragon  (hewed  himfelf  worthy 
of  the  confidence  which  was  repofed  in  him. 

By  his  interceffion  with  Requefens,  St.  Alde¬ 
gonde  and  the  other  prifoners  were  fet  at  li¬ 
berty  d. 

Notwithstanding  this  fignal  triumph  gain-  Apprehen- 
ed  over  Requefens  in  his  firft  enterprife,  the  princeof*6 
prince  of  Orange  was  not  without  apprehen-  °rang*‘ 
fions,  that  the  difference  between  his  chara&er 
and  that  of  his  predecelfor,  added  to  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  meafures  which  he  feemed  determined 
to  purfue,  might  produce  fome  alteration  in 
the  fentiments  of  the  people.  The  high  mili- 

d  Meteren,  p.  120.  Bcntivoglio. 
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tary  talents,  the  vigour  and  a&ivity  of  Alva, 
had  been  objects  of  dread  and  terror.  They 
had  overawed  molt  of  the  provinces,  and  ren¬ 
dered  the  efforts  of  others  ineffectual ;  but  as 
the  oppreffive  violence  of  that  tyrant  had  at  firfl 
given  birth  to  the  revolt,  fo  it  had  contributed 
more  than  any  other  caufe  to  cherifh  and  fup- 
port  it.  Under  a  milder  and  more  artful  go¬ 
vernor,  William  dreaded  not  only  that  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  interior  provinces  would  acquiefce 
in  the  eflablifhed  government,  but  that  even  the 
people  of  Holland  and  Zealand  would  be  enticed 
again  to  yield  their  necks  to  the  Spanifh  yoke. 
And  to  prevent  this,  he  employed  every  confi- 
deration  that  could  work  either  on  their  hopes 
or  fears. 

h«  puts  the  The  king  had  fo  far  complied  with  their 
their'guard.  wifhes,  as  to  remove  the  duke  of  Alva ;  but 
how  little  reafon  they  had  to  flatter  themfelves, 
that  any  greater  regard  would  be  now  paid  to 
their  rights  than  formerly,  was  manifefl  from 
his  choice  of  the  new  governor,  vsfho  had  pro¬ 
cured  his  mailer’s  favour,  by  the  exercife  of 
cruelty  over  the  Moors  in  Granada ;  and  who, 
being  a  ftranger  and  a  Spaniard  as  well  as  Alva, 
could  not  be  greatly  interefled  in  the  profperity 
of  the  provinces,  nor  have  any  other  end  in 
view,  but  to  promote  •  the  tyrannical  defigns  of 
the  court  of  Spain.  Requefens  indeed  had  a 

more 
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more  benign  and  placid  countenance  than  Alva; 
but  the  danger  to  which  the  provinces  were  ex- 
pofed,  was  for  this  reafon  the  more  to  be  dread¬ 
ed  by  every  friend  of  his  country.  Amidfl  the 
governor's  profeffions  of  concern  for  their  pro- 
fperity,  no  mention  had  been  made  of  free¬ 
ing  them  from  that  enormous  load  of  taxes 
under  which  they  groaned ;  or  of  delivering 
their  conferences  from  that  reflraint  and  vio¬ 
lence,  which  the  former  governor  had  impofed 
upon  them ;  or  of  reftoring  the  laws  which 
Alva  had  fo  wantonly  trampled  under  foot ;  or 
in  fhort,  of  difmiffing  thofe  foreign  troops, 
from  whofe  rapacity  they  had  fufifered  fuch  in¬ 
tolerable  outrage.  In  order  to  accomplifh 
thefe  important  purpofes,  the  provinces  of 
Holland  and  Zealand  had  taken  up  arms ;  and 
although  the  fortune  of  the  war  had  been  vari¬ 
ous,  yet  in  fpite  of  the  mod  vigorous  efforts  of 
the  duke  of  Alva,  with  a  numerous  army,  to 
reduce  them,  thefe  provinces  were  governed 
by  their  own  inhabitants,  and  enjoyed  the  free 
and  full  poffelfion  of  their  religious  and  civil 
rights.  The  other  provinces  ought  now  to 
imitate  the  example  of  their  countrymen,  and 
they  might  reafonably  hope  that  their  endeavours 
would  be  attended  with  fuccefs ;  the  king 
having  appointed  a  governor  over  them,  inex¬ 
perienced  in  the  art  of  war,  and  unacquainted 
with  the  army  under  his  command,  which  was 
•  I  2  at 
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at  prefent  drongly  infected  with  a  fpirit  ’of  fedf 
tion  and  difcontent.  It  might  perhaps  appear 
rafh  and  daring  for  the  inhabitants  of  fo  narrow 
a  territory  as  the  Netherlands,  to  enter  the  lids 
with  fo  potent  an  enemy  as  the  king  of  Spain ; 
but  the  power  of  that  monarch  was  not  in  reality 
fo  formidable  as  it  feemed.  The  great  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  dominions  ferved  rather  to  embar- 
rafs  and  encumber  him,  than  to  add  to  his 
ftrength ;  and  confidering  the  didance  of  hia 
place  of  refidence,  and  the  difficulty  of  tranf- 
porting  troops  either  from  Spain  or  Italy,  there 
was  little  reafon  to  apprehend'  that  he  would 
ever  be  able  to  fubdue  the  people  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  ;  if  they  afted  with  that  unanimity  and 
fpirit  which  became  them,  in  a  caufe,  wherein, 
not  only  their  property,  and  their  exiftence  as  a 
commercial  date,  but  their  religion  and  civil 
liberty,  were  at  dake. 


The  hit  at-  By  thefe  and  fuch  other  arguments,  did  the 
count  °  prince  of  Orange  animate  the  people  to  co- 
NaiTau°f  operate  with  him,  in  aflerting  their  liberty,  in 
opposition  to  the  plan  formed  by  the  court  of 
Spain  to  endave  them. 

Meanwhile,  his  brother  count  Lewis,  who 
had  redded  in  Germany  ever  dnce  the  Surren¬ 
der  of  Mons,  was  employed  in  attempting  to 
perfuade  the  protedant  princes  there,  to  adid 

him 
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him  in  bis  preparations  for  a  new  invafion  of  book 

the  interior  provinces  ;  to  which,  notwithftand-  k _ . 

ing  the  failure  of  his  former  enterprifes,  Lewis  IS74* 
was  prompted,  partly  by  his  knowledge  of  the 
mutinous  fpirit  of  the  Spanifh  troops,  but  chiefly 
by  the  profpect  of  that  afliftance  which  it  was 
now  in  his  brother’s  power  to  afford  him.  It 
was  concerted  between  the  two  brothers,  that 
as  foon  as  count  Lewis  had  finifhed  his  levies, 
the  prince  fliould  advance  with  a  body  of  troops 
towards  the  interior  provinces,  either  to  make  a 
diverfion  in  his  brother’s  favour,  or  to  unite 
their  forces. 

Lewis  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  pro¬ 
cure  money  to  defray  the  expence  of  his  in¬ 
tended  expedition.  His  brother’s  fortune,  as 
well  as  his  own,  were  almoft  ruined  by  their 
former  military’  enterprifes.  The  States  of 
Holland  were  involved  in  greater  expence  than 
they  were  able  to  fupport.  They  had,  in  con- 
junflion  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  made  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  queen  of  England ;  but  this 
princefs,  being  unwilling  to  embroil  herfelf 
with  Philip,  had  refufed  to  aflift  them.  Lewis 
had  begun  his  preparations,  in  hopes  of  re¬ 
ceiving  fupplies  from  fome  German  princes, 
who  had  promifed  their  afliftance,  but  who 
wrere  either  not  inclined,  or  unable  to  fulfil 
their  engagements.  To  fave  himfelf  from  the 
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affront  of  abandoning  an  undertaking,  in 
which  a  great  number  of  French  and  German 
proteflants  had  engaged  at  his  requeft,  he 
opened  a  negotiation  with  Schomberg,  ambaf- 
fador  of  Charles  the  Ninth  of  France,  who 
at  this  time  courted  the  favour  of  the  proteftant 
princes  in  Germany,  with  a  view  to  facilitate 
the  election  of  his  brother,  the  duke  of  Anjou, 
to  the  crown  of  Poland.  Between  Lewis  and 
Schomberg,  who  met  at  Franc  fort  on  the 
Maine,  it  was  agreed,  That  if  Charles  fhould, 
in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  declare  war  againfl  the  king  of  Spain,  the 
provinces  of  Holland  and  Zealand  fhould  be 
immediately  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
French  monarch  ;  on  his  engaging  to  maintain 
all  their  rights,  and  in  particular,  the  free 
exercife  of  the  reformed  religion.  But  if 
Charles  fhould  not  make  open  war,  it  was 
agreed,  that  count  Lewis  fhould  have  three 
hundred  thoufand  livres  to  affift  him  in  his  pre- 
fent  enterprife ;  that  the  French  king  fhould 
have  the  fovereignty  of  Holland  and  Zealand, 
and  that  fome  of  the  German  princes  fhould  be 
furety  for  the  performance  of  this  condition.  A 
part  of  the  money  was  paid,  and  Lewis  was 
thereby  enabled  to  complete  his  levies,  which 
amounted  to  between  three  and  four  thoufand 
horfe,  and  feven  thoufand  foot6. 

'  Thuanus,  lib.lv.  Meteren,  p.  133. — Charles  died  foon 
after,  and  the  treaty  had  no  other  confequences. 

He 
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He  began  his  march,  accompanied  by  his  book 
brother  Henry,  and  Chriftopher  fon  of  the  ,__n— 
elector  Palatine,  in  the  beginning  of  February ;  *574. 

and  defpifing  the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  he  ad¬ 
vanced  with  great  rapidity  towards  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  in  hopes  of  finding  the  governor  unpre¬ 
pared.  Having  eroded  the  Rhine  and  the  Mo- 
felle,  he  directed  his  courfe  towards  Guelder- 
land,  with  an  intention  to  pafs  the  Maefe  at 
Maeftricht,  and  to  purfue  his  march  through 
Brabant,  till  he  fhould  unite  his  forces  with 
thofe  which  his  brother  had  engaged  to  bring 
to  his  afliftance. 

With  fo  great  difpatch  and  fecrecy  had  The  jover- 
Lewis  conduced  his  preparations,  that  Re-  pi«i^!r" 
quefens  remained  ignorant  of  his  defign,  till 
he  was  informed  that  he  had  begun  his  march. 

By  this  intelligence  the  governor  was  thrown 
into  great  perplexity.  His  troops  had  been 
lately  fo  much  reduced,  that  it  was  impoflible 
for  him  to  oppofe  both  the  brothers  at  the  fame 
time;  and  he  confidered  that  to  unite  his 
forces,  and  employ  them  againft  Lewis,  would 
expofe  the  maritime  provinces  an  eafy  prey  to 
the  prince  of  Orange.  His  anxiety  was  in- 
creafed  by  the  difeovery  of  an  intrigue,  which 
had  been  formed  by  William’s  adherents,  for 
the  furprife  of  Antwerp.  Nor  was  he  entirely 
free  from  apprehenfions  that  his  troops  might 
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refute  to  quit  the  towns  in  which  they  were 
Rationed,  till  they  fhould  receive  payment  of 
their  arrears.  Having  convened  a  council  of 
his  principal  officers,  and  heard  their  opinions 
of  the  meafures  which  they  thought  mod  pro¬ 
per  to  be  purfued,  he  refolved  to  remain,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Marquis  of  Vitelli-  in  Antwerp, 
to  watch  the  fecret  machinations  of  the  prince 
of  Orange  ;  and  fuch  troops  as  could  be  fooneft 
drawn  together,  were  immediately  fent  off  un¬ 
der  Sancio  d’ Avila,  to  oppofe  the  paffage  of 
count  Lewis  over  the  Maefe.  The  reft  follow¬ 
ed  foon  after ;  having  been  perfuaded  to  leave 
their  quarters,  by  a  promife  that  their  arrears 
fhould  be  paid,  as  foon  as  the  provinces  were 
delivered  from  the  impending  danger. 

Lewis  in  the  mean  time  advancing  towards 
the  frontier,  had  arrived  within  a  few  miles  of 
Maeftricht,  where  he  pitched  his  camp  ;  in  ex¬ 
pectation  that  his  friends  in  the  place  would  be 
able  to  make  themfelves  matters  of  one  of  the 
gates.  But  Requefens  having  difcovered  his 
intention,  had  difpatched  feveral  companies  of 
light  armed  troops  before  the  main  army,  to 
fecure  the  town.  Thefe  troops  arrived  in  time 
to  prevent  the  friends  of  Lewis  from  executing 
their  defign  ;  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  they 
were  joined  by  d’Avila  with  the  reft  of  the 
forces. 


Lewis 
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Lewis  was  not  prepared  for  undertaking  the 
fiege  of  a  place  fo  completely  fortified  as  Maef- 
tricht ;  and  after  fome  trials  of  flrength  in  two 
or  three  fkirmilhes  with  the  Spaniards,  he  de¬ 
camped,  and  marched  down  the  Eafi:  fide  of 
the  river,  till  he  came  to  Ruremonde ;  but 
there  too,  as  well  as  in  Maeftricht,  the  pro- 
teftants  were  intimidated  and  overawed,  and  not 
a  fingle  perfon  ventured  to  declare  in  his 
favour.  He  continued  his  march  in  the  fame 
direftion,  refolving  to  haften  forward  till  he 
fhould  join  his  brother,  who  was  advancing  to 
meet  him  in  the  country  which  lies  between  the 
Maefe  and  the  Waal. 

D’ Avila  aimed  at  nothing  for  fome  time 
but  to  prevent  Lewis  from  tranfporting  his 
army  over  the  river,  and  with  this  view  he  had 
marched  as  near  him  as  pofiible,  having  the 
river  between  them  ;  but  receiving  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  two  thoufand  veteran  troops,  and  find¬ 
ing,  by  the  information  of  his  fpies,  that  Lewis 
had  laid  ande  his  firft  defign  of  croffing  the 
Maefe,  and  was  on  full  march  towards  the 
prince  of  Orange,  he  confidered  that  it  was 
of  the  higheft  importance  to  prevent  their 
junction ;  and  that  for  this  purpofe  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  compel  Lewis  as  foon  as  pofiible  to 
engage.  With  this  intention  he  proceeded 
with  the  utmoft  celerity  down  the  river,  and 
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cook  have  croffed  it  by  a  bridge  of  boats  at  the 
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u— town  of  Grave,  he  thus  got  between  count 

J574-  Lewis  .and  his  brother’s  army.  Lewis,  anxious 
to  prevent  this,  had  avoided  every  unneceffary 
delay,  but  his  troops,  chagrined  at  being  re- 
fufed  admittance  firfl  into  Maeftricht,  and  af¬ 
terwards  into  Ruremonde,  had  proceeded  in 
their  march  with  much  lefs  alacrity  than  the 
Spaniards.  He  received  the  firft  intelligence 
of  d’Avila’s  having  crofled  the  Maefe  when  he 
arrived  at  Mooch,  a  village  at  the  diflance  of 
only  one  league  from  the  Spaniih  army,  and 
on  the  fame  fide  of  the  river.  He  foon  per¬ 
ceived  the  neceffity  to  which  he  was  reduced, 
either  to  give  the  enemy  battle,  or  to  retire. 
To  retire,  he  faw,  mull  be  extremely  difficult 
and  dangerous,  on  account  of  the  diforder  and 
conilemation  which  commonly  attend  a  re¬ 
treat  ;  and  therefore  he  did  not  hefitate  to  try 
the  fortune  of  a  battle,  although  he  knew  how 
much  inferior  his  undifciplined  forces  were  to 
the  Spaniards,  who  were  felect  veteran  troops, 
animated  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  fuperior 
prowefs,  and  commanded  by  d’ Avila,  a  perfon 
of  extraordinary  abilities,  who,  by  merit  alone, 
had  raifed  himfelf  from  the  flation  of  a  com¬ 
mon  foldier,  to  the  rank  of  general. 


Battle  of 
Mooch. 


To  enable  him  to  refill  fo  formidable  an  ene¬ 
my,  Lewis  refolved  to  remain  in  his  prefent 

fituation 
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fituation  at  Mooch,  and  to  cover  his  infantry 
with  a  ftrong  intrenchment.  His  cavalry, 
though  reduced  by  defertion,  was  (till  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  enemy  ;  but  from  this  fuperiority, 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  which  rifes  into  hills 
at  a  little  diftance  from  the  river,  did  not  fuf- 
fer  him  to  derive  any  confiderable  advantage. 
He  drew  them  up  as  well  as  the  unequal  face 
of  the  country  would  permit,  on  the  right  of 
his  camp  ;  and  upon  a  hill  behind  his  main 
army,  he  placed  a  fquadron  of  chofen  troops, 
with  which  he  intended  either  to  fix  the  vi&ory, 
if  it  fhould  appear  doubtful ;  or,  in  cafe  of  a 
defeat,  to  open  a  paflage  through  the  enemy  to 
his  brother,  who  had  now  advanced  as  far  as 
Nimeguen  to  meet  him.  He  had  juft  time  to 
put  his  troops  in  order  of  battle,  when  d’ Avila 
arrived,  having  his  infantry  on  the  right,  and 
on  the  left  his  cavalry,  flanked  by  a  body 
of  mufqueteers,  defigned  to  fupport  them 
againft  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  German 
cavalry. 

D’ A vila  began  the  engagement  by  fending 
three  hundred  men  to  attack  the  enemy’s  lines. 
The  troops  which  had  been  appointed  to  de¬ 
fend  them,  advanced  brifldy  towards  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  and  gave  them  a  gallant  and  refolute 
reception ;  but  they  were  foon  compelled  to 
retire.  The  Spaniards  followed,  and  attempted 

to 
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book  to  enter  the  camp  along:  with  them.  The 
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action  thefe  was  bloody  and  obftinate,  and 
I-'7~  frefh  fuccours  haftened  from  both  armies  to 
the  affiftance  of  the  combatants.  But  the  co¬ 
temporary  hiftorians  differ  fo  widely  from  each 
other  in  their  accounts  of  this  engagement, 
that  it  is  impoffibie  to  know  the  truth.  Some 
authors  affirm,  that  the  Germans  acquitted 
themfelves  with  honour,  and  made  a  bold  and 
vigorous  refiftance.  Others  fay,  that  only  the 
French  troops  in  count  Lewis’s  army  perform¬ 
ed  their  duty,  while  the  Germans  refufed  to 
advance  unlefs  their  arrears  were  paid,  and  re¬ 
mained  obilinately  in  their  camp  till  the  Spa¬ 
niards  broke  into  it,  and,  after  making  prodi¬ 
gious  havock  among  them,  put  them  to  an 
Levijde.  ignominious  flight.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
£L:'kand  action,  the  German  cavalry  proved  an  over¬ 
match  for  their  antagonists,  and  having  fallen 
with  great  fury  on  that  part  of  the  enemy’s 
horfe  that  was  nearest  them,  they  drove  them 
to  a  diftance  from  the  field  of  battle  ;  but  when 
they  were  forming  themfelves  again  for  a  new 
attack,  fome  frefh  fquadrons  of  the  Spanifh 
cavalry  advanced,  and  threw  them  into  difor- 
der.  The  Spanifh  mufqueteers,  who  had  been 
placed  to  fupport  the  horfe,  were  then  of  fignal 
ufe.  With  their  fhot  they  galled  the  Germans 
in  flank,  and  greatly  augmented  their  confu- 
fion.  Count  Lewis  and  the  Palatine  attempted, 
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but  in  vain,  to  rally  them.  Thefe  princes  did  book 
every  thing  to  reftore  the  battle  that  could 
have  been  done  by  the  mod  expert  command- 
ers,  while  they  endeavoured  to  animate  their 
troops  by  their  example,  and  gave  confpicuous 
proofs  of  the  moft  heroic  valour.  Their  efforts 
might  have  been  crowned  with  fuccefs,  if  a 
body  of  Spanifh  lances  had  not  arrived  when 
the  German  reiters  had  begun  to  give  way. 

The  reiters  were  overpowered  ;  above  five 
hundred  of  them  were  killed,  and  of  the  in¬ 
fantry  between  three  and  four  thoufand.  The 
vi&ory  was  decifive,  and  the  value  of  it  to  the 
conquerors  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the  deaths 
of  count  Lewis,  his  brother  Henry,  and  the 
Palatine ;  all  of  whom  the  cotemporary  hiftori- 
ans  defcribe  as  having  exerted  the  highefl  de¬ 
gree  of  vigour  and  intrepidity,  although  none 
of  thefe  writers  were  able  to  procure  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  manner  in  which  they  fell.  Their 
death  was  matter  of  great  lamentation- to  the 
proteftant  confederates,  and  efpecially  the  death 
of  Lewis,  who  had  made  fo  many  great  exer¬ 
tions  in  their  behalf. 


As  foon  as  the  prince  of  Orange  received  the 
melancholy  news  of  this  difafter,  he  began  to 
return  towards  Holland,  being  convinced  that 
now,  when  he  was  deprived  of  his  brother’s 
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e  o  o  k  aid,  it  would  be  in  vam  for  him  to  attempt  to 
XIII.  r 

keep  the  held E. 

*574- 

William  expected  that  they  would  have  im¬ 
mediately  followed  him,  in  order  to  improve 
their  victory,  whilft  the  terror  which  it  infpired 
was  recent ;  and  they  would  probably  have 
done  fo,  had  not  the  Spanifh  troops  fullied 
the  glory  which  they  had  acquired,  by  rebel¬ 
ling  againft  their  officers  on  the  next  day  after 
the  battle.  B’Avila  could  not  inftantly  fulfil 
his  engagement  to  pay  their  arrears.  Almoft 
three  years  pay  was  due  to  them.  Even  before 
the  prefent  expedition,  their  patience  had  been 
worn  out,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  the 
hopes  of  plunder,  or  the  dread  of  confe- 
quences  fatal  to  themfelves,  that  induced  them 
to  march  againft  the  Germans,  more  than 
their  confidence  in  the  promife  which  d’ Avila 
had  made  them.  Being  now  freed  from  their 
apprehenfions  of  perfonal  danger,  and  difap- 
pointed  in  their  expectations  of  being  enriched 
by  the  fpoils  of  the  enemy,  who  were  ftill 
poorer  than  themfelves,  they  demanded  from 
their  general  the  immediate  performance  of  his 
promife ;  and  when  they  only  received  new  af- 
furances  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe  with  which 
they  had  been  amufed  before,  they  threatened 
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to  take  vengeance  on  him  for  his  falfehood  and  book 
deceit.  He  and  the  other  officers  endeavoured 
to  appeafe  them,  but  in  vain.  In  order  to  *57 4* 

avoid  their  fury,  he  was  obliged  to  make  his 
efcape  fecretly  from  the  camp  ;  and  imme¬ 
diately  after  his  departure,  they  ran  to  arms, 
expelled  their  officers,  and  having  from  among 
themfelves  elected  other  officers  and  a  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  they  quickly  left  Mooch,  and 
directed  their  march  to  Antwerp,  with  an  in¬ 
tention  to  live  at  free  quarters  upon  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  wealthy  city,  till  they  ffiould  extort 
payment  of  their  arrears. 


Requesens  having  received  intelligence  of 
their  defign,  had  remained  at  Antwerp ;  and, 
if  he  had  complied  with  the  counfel  of  Cham- 
pigny,  governor  of  the  town,  and  taken  pre¬ 
cautions  for  fecuring  a  part  of  the  fortifications 
which  was  unnniffied,  he  might  have  fruflrated 
their  attempt ;  but  being  extremely  diffident  of 
the  Spaniffi  part  of  the  garrifon,  which  had  the 
fame  ground  of  difcontent  with  the  mutineers, 
and  flattering  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  being 
able  to  appeafe  them,  he  fuffered  them  to  en¬ 
ter  the  city  without  refiffance,  to  the  number 
of  three  thoufand  men.  They  had  no  fooner 
entered,  than  they  formed  themfelves  in  order 
of  battle.  The  citizens  were  overwhelmed 
with  terror,  and  many  of  them  fled  precipitately 
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book  out  of  the  city.  Requefens  rode  up  to  (he 
Jr-  Tw  mutineers,  and  remonftrating  to  them  on  the 
*574*  pernicious  tendency  of  their  conduit,  he  pray¬ 
ed,  entreated,  and  threatened  them  ;  but  could 
not,  by  addreffing  either  their  hopes  or  fears, 
draw  any  other  conceflion  from  them,  but  that 
they  would  abftain  from  plunder,  on  condition 
that  they  fhould  receive  immediate  payment  of 
their  arrears,  and  that  the  Walloons  and  Ger¬ 
mans  under  the  command  of  Champigny, 
fhould  be  ordered  to  quit  the  town.  With 
this  laft  requeft,  the  governor  thought  it  expe¬ 
dient  to  comply  ;  and  thus  the  mutineers  were 
left  in  full  poffeffion  of  the  place,  without  any 
force  to  control  them.  The  firff  objeif  of 
their  attention  was  to  fecure  the  gates,  after 
which  they  difperfed  themfelves  over  the  city, 
and  took  up  their  quarters  in  the  houfes  of  the 
principal  inhabitants,  where  they  ffudied  to 
create  expence,  and  night  and  day  to  give 
difturbance  and  uneafinefs.  They  were  perpe¬ 
tually  calling  on  the  governor  to  fulfil  his  en¬ 
gagements  ;  and  as  they  daily  threatened  to 
fack  and  plunder  the  town,  if  he  did  not  fpeedily 
comply  with  their  requefts,  the  people  were 
difquieted  with  continual  apprehenfions  and 
alarms.  The  mutineers  required  payment  not 
only  of  their  own  arrears,  but  of  thofe  too 
which  had  been  due  to  fuch  of  their  com¬ 
panions  as  had  died  of  difeafes  or  fallen  in 
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battle.  At  length,  the  Turn  of  one  hundred  boo k 

thoufand  florins  was  raifed  by  the  inhabitants  ;  «. _ 

and  the  governor  was  obliged  to  pledge  his 
jewels  and  furniture  for  the  remainder,  and  to 
grant  a  pardon,  confirmed  by  a  folemn  oath,  to 
all  concerned  in  this  fedition ;  after  which  the 
mutineers  returned  under  their  former  officers, 
and  went  to  join  the  reft  of  the  army  which  was 
now  in  Holland,  and  had  already  begun  the 
fiege  of  Leyden.  May  30. 

From  this  mutiny,  Philip’s  intereft  in  the  jDeftmaion 
Netherlands  fuffered  greatly  in  feveral  refpedts.  kms’* 
In  the  time  of  d’ Avila’s  expedition  againft 
count  Lewis,  Requefens  having  exerted  his 
utmoft  vigour  and  a&ivity,  had  equipped  a 
numerous  fleet,  which  he  intended  to  employ 
in  the  recovery  of  Zealand.  When  the  mu¬ 
tineers  arrived  at  Antwerp,  this  fleet,  which 
was  not  yet  of  fufficient  ftrength,  lay  under  the 
walls  of  the  city.  Adolphus  Hanftede,  the 
commander,  anxious  for  his  charge,  and  ap- 
prehenfive  that  the  feditious  foldiers  might,  in 
order  to  extort  compliance  with  their  demands, 
take  poflefiion  of  the  fhips,  had  removed  them 
to  a  place  at  fome  diftance  from  Antwerp, 
where  they  were  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards.  But,  in  avoiding  this  danger,  he  fell  into 
a  greater.  The  Zealanders,  whofe  partifans 
were  continually  on  the  watch,  quickly  received 
Vol.  II.  K  intel- 
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intelligence  of  his  change  of  ftation,  and  re- 
folved  to  improve  the  opportunity  which,  was" 
thus  prefented  to  them.  Having  attacked  him 
when  he  was  utterly  unprepared  for  defence, 
they  took  forty  of  his  Ihips ;  funk  and  deftroyed 
feveral  others  ;  and  rendered  all  the  reft  unfit 
for  fervice.  By  this  fevere  blow,  the  plan 
which  Requefens  had  projected  for  recovering 
the  maritime  towns,  was  entirely  difconcerted. 
The  fleet,  now  deftroyed,  was  to  have  aCted  in 
conjunction  with  another,  which  Philip  had 
been  preparing  in  the  ports  of  Spain.  But  as 
the  Spanilh  fleet  was  deemed  too  weak  to  con¬ 
tend  fmgly  with  the  enemy,  the  deftgn  was  laid 
afide  for  the  prefent ;  and  no  future  governor  of 
the  Low  Countries  ever  found  it  practicable  to 
revive  it s. 

Whilst  the  Zealanders  availed  themfelves  of 
the  fedition  in  the  Spaniflr  army,  by  fea,  the 
prince  of  Orange  had  been  equally  intent  on 
deriving  advantage  from  it  by  land.  On  re¬ 
ceiving  information  of  the  fate  of  his  brothers, 
he  had  begun  his  march  towards  Holland  ;  but 
when  intelligence  was  brought  him  that  the 
Spaniards  had  mutinied,  he  refolved  to  improve 
the  opportunity  which  this  afforded  him,  by 
making  fome  new  acquifition.  Palling  over 
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into  the  ifle  of  Bommel,  which  is  formed  by 
the  confluence  of  the  Maefe  and  the  Rhine, 
he  engaged  the  chief  town  in  it  to  efpoufe  his 
intereft ;  and  having  fixed  his  head-quarters 
there  for  fome  time,  he  gave  fupport  to  his 
friends  in  the  ifiand,  and  reduced  to  great  ex¬ 
tremity  fuch  of  the  people  as  ftill  adhered  to 
the  Spanifh  government.  The  marquis,  of  Vi- 
telli  was  difpatched  by  R.equefens  to  oppofe 
his  progrefs.  That  able  commander  rendered 
abortive  a  defign  which  the  prince  had  formed 
on  Bois-le-duc  ;  and  the  prince,  on  the  other 
hand,  took  meafures  which  prevented  the  town 
of  Bommel  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  Vi- 
telli.  But  the  attention  of  both  was  foon  after 
this  ingrofled  by  a  more  important  and  intereft- 
ing  objeft,  the  fiege  of  Leyden,  to  the  rela¬ 
tion  of  which  I  fhall  proceed,  after  mentioning 
an  attempt  of  Requefens  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war,  by  publifliing  a  new  act  of  indemnity  in 
the  name  of  the  king. 

Although  feveral  perfons  were  excluded 
from  the  benefit  of  this  indemnity,  yet  it  -was 
much  more  cornprehenfive  than  that  which  had 
been  publifhed  fome  time  before  by  the  duke 
of  Alva.  It  did  not  however  produce  the  de¬ 
fined  effeft.  The  people  were  not  confcious 
of  that  guilt  which  Philip’s  pompous  deed  of 
clemency  imputed  to  them  $  they  believed  that 
*  BL  2  they 
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they  had  buffered  wrong,  inftead  of  having 
done  it ;  and  they  could  not  be  grateful  to 
him  for  difpenfing  with  a  punilhment,  which 
they  thought  it  would  have  been  in  the  higheft 
degree  tyrannical  to  inflidt.  Befides  this,  the 
pardon  was  clogged  with  a  condition,  by 
which  almoft  all  the  inhabitants  of  Holland 
and  Zealand,  amounting  to  many  hundred 
thoufands,  and  great  numbers  too  in  the  other 
provinces,  were  excluded.  This  was,  that 
the  proteftants  fhould  renounce  their  religion, 
and  return  into  the  bofom  of  the  church  ;  a 
condition  from  which  Philip’s  bigotry  would 
never  fuffer  him  to  depart,  nor  the  zeal  and 
fincerity  of  the  reformers  permit  them  to  ac¬ 
cept.  Requefens  could  not  be  ignorant  of 
this,  yet  he  entertained  fome  hopes  at  this 
time  of  bringing  about  an  accommodation,  by 
means  of  St.  Aldegonde,  who  had  not  as  yet 
obtained  his  liberty.  The  governor  fent  C.ham- 
pigny  and  Junius  de  Jong  to  treat  with  him  ; 
but  when  St.  Aldegonde  informed  them  that  no 
peace  would  ever  be  agreed  to  by  the  maritime 
provinces,  unlefs  the  queftion  concerning  reli¬ 
gion  were  left  to  the  decifion  of  the  States, 
Requefens,  who  knew  that  Philip  would  never 
confent  to  that  condition,  ordered  the  confer¬ 
ence  to  be  immediately  diffolved  h. 
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He  now  bent  his  whole  attention  to  the  fiege 
of  Leyden.  He  had  blockaded  that  city  for 
feveral  months  in  the  winter  feafon,  and  reduced 
the  inhabitants  to  great  diftrefs ;  but  he  had 
been  obliged  to  defift  from  his  undertaking, 
and  to  call  off  his  troops  to  oppofe  the  German- 
army.  They  left  their  ftations  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Leyden  on  the  21ft  of  March,  and 
refumed  them  on  the  26th  of  May. 


BOOK 
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Leyden. 


In  order  to  form  a  juft  conception  of  the 
operations  of  this  memorable  fiege,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  remember  that  Leyden  lies  in  a  low 
fituation,  in  the  midft  of  a  labyrinth  of  rivu¬ 
lets  and  canals.  The  city  was  large  and  popu¬ 
lous  ;  and  at  the  time  of  the  fiege  was  fur- 
rounded  with  a  deep  ditch,  and  a  ftrong  wall, 
flanked  with  baftions.  That  branch  of  the 
Rhine  which  ftill  retains  its  ancient  name, 
pafles  through  the  middle  of  it ;  and  from  this 
ftream  fuch  an  infinity  of  canals  are  derived, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  fay  whether  the  water  or 
the  land  poflefies  the  greater  fpace.  By  thefe 
canals,  the  ground  on  which  the  city  ftands  is 
divided  into  a  great  number  of  fin  all  iflands, 
united  together  by  near  a  hundred  and  fifty 
ftone  bridges,  that  are  equally  fubfervient  to 
the  beauty  of  the  place,  and  the  convenience 
of  the  inhabitants.  Leyden  is  at  the  diftance 
of  a  few  hours  journey  from  the  Hague,  Delft, 
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book  and  Gouda  :  and  only  a  little  farther  from  R.ot- 
XIII  J 

_  _ _ _  terdam  on  the  one  hand,  and  Haerlem  on  the 

other.  On  account  of  its  fituation,  as  well  as 
on  its  own  account,  it  w  as  deemed  a  place  of 
the  firfl  importance,  and  a  prize  worthy  of  all 
the  ardour  which  was  difplayed  by  the  contend¬ 
ing  parties. 

The  prince  of  Orange,  who  had  received 
notice  of  the  governor’s  intention  to  renew  the 
fiege,  communicated  his  intelligence  to  the  citi¬ 
zens  ;  and  exhorted  them  to  furnifn  themfelves 
with  (lores  of  provifions,  and  to  fend  out  of  the 
town  all  fuch  perfons  as  would  be  ufelefs  in 
defending  it.  They  were  not  fufficiently  at¬ 
tentive  to  thefe  injunctions.  The  prince  com¬ 
plained  of  their  remiffnefs,  and  informed  them, 
that  for  three  months  at  lead  it  would  not 
be  in  the  power  of  the  States  to  raife  the 
liege. 

To  retard  the  approach  of  the  Spaniards,  he 
ordered  ten  companies  of  Englifh  adventurers, 
under  the  command  of  colonel  Edward  Chef- 
ter,  to  take  poffeffion  of  two  forts,  one  at  the 
fluice  of  Gouda,  and  the  other  at  the  village  of 
Alphen,  by  which  the  enemy  muft  pafs  in  their 
way  to  the  city.  Thefe  troops  did  not  anfwer 
the  expectation  which  William  had  conceived 
of  their  behaviour.  The  five  companies  which 
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were  placed  at  the  fluice  of  Gouda,  after  a 
fhort  refiftance,  betook  themfelves  to  flight  j 
and  the  other  five,  after  a  fldrmilh  in  which  no 
perfon  fell  on  either  fide,  bafely  imitated  the 
example  of  their  countrymen,  and  retired  un¬ 
der  the  walls  of  Leyden.  The  citizens,  who 
from  their  ramparts  had  beheld  their  ignomini¬ 
ous  behaviour,  and  fufpedted  them  of  treachery, 
refufed  to  admit  them  within  the  town.  The 
Englilh  afcribed  their  conduit  to  the  infuffici- 
ency  of  the  fortifications  which  they  had  been 
appointed  to  defend  ;  but  not  being  able  to 
wipe  out  the  fufpicion  entertained  of  their  fide¬ 
lity,  they  ail  deferted  to  the  enemy,  but  a  few 
whom  the  people  of  Leyden  received  with  open 
arms !. 

The  prince  of  Orange  having  intended  that 
the  Englifh  forces,  after  being  obliged  to  quit 
their  fil'd:  ftations,  flrould  have  retired  into  the 
town,  had  not  provided  any  other  troops  to  de¬ 
fend  it.  The  inhabitants  were  therefore  reduced 
to  the  neeeflity  of  trufting,  for  their  defence,  to 
their  own  valour  and  conduct :  a  circumltance, 
which  at  firfl:  had  a  formidable  afpett,  but 
which  in  the  end  proved  the  caufe  of  their  pre- 
fervation ;  fince  it  was  thereby  much  longer 
before  they  were  reduced  by  famine,  than  it 
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would  have  been,  if,  befides  themfelves,  they  had 
had  a  numerous  garrifon  to  fupport. 

The  government  of  Leyden  was  committed 
on  this  occafion  to  Janus  Douza  k,  a  perfon  of 
noble  birth  ;  and  well  known  in  the  literary 
world,  by  his  poetical  productions.  By-  his 
example,  and  his  eloquence,  this  illultrious 
patriot  kindled  in  the  minds  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  fuch  a  zeal  for  liberty,  and  fo  great  an 
abhorrence  of  the  tyranny  of  Spain,  as  ren¬ 
dered  them  fuperior  to  every  dlftrefs,  and  in  a 
great  meafure  fupplied  their  want  of  military 
fkill.  They  muff*  however,  have  been  found 
inferior  to  the  Spaniards ;  and  if  Valdez,  the 
Spanifh  commander  to  whom  Requefens  com¬ 
mitted  the  conduct  of  the  fiege,  had  pufiied 
his  operations  with  proper  vigour*  he  mull  cer¬ 
tainly  have  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  town. 
But  whether  he  wanted  to  fave  his  men,  and 
to  carry  his  end  without  bloodlhed  ;  or  defpair- 
ed,  with  the  Ikill  and  force  which  he  polfelfed, 
to  be  able  to  reduce  fo  llrong  a  place  by  lack 
and  llorm,  he  did  not  think  of  any  other  expe¬ 
dient  for  fubduing  it,  but  that  of  blocking  it 
up  on  all  Tides,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  entrance 
of  fupplies.  To  this  one  point,  all  his  opera¬ 
tions  were  directed.  By  a  circular  chain  of 
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more  than  fixty  forts,  which  communicated  with  book 
each  other,  and  ran  quite  round  the  city,  he  in- 
veiled  it  on  every  fide,  and  not  only  rendered  it  x57+* 
impoflible  to  introduce  fupplies,  but  even  cut  off 
all  intelligence  between  the  befieged  and  their 
friends  in  the  other  cities,  except  what  was 
conveyed  by  pigeons,  in  the  manner  to  which 
the  proteflants  had  recourfe  during  the  blockade 
of  Haerlem1.  • 

By  one  of  the  forts  called  Lammen,  the  be¬ 
fieged  having  been  deprived  of  the  benefit  of 
pafturing  their  cattle  in  the  neighbouring  mea¬ 
dows,  they  faliied  out  with  great  fury  upon  the 
Spaniards,  and  almoft  got  poffeffion  of  the 
fort ;  but  after  an  obftinate  and  bloody  con- 
tefi,  they  were  at  laft  obliged  to  retire.  The 
Spaniards  fortified  themfelves  in  that  flation 
more  ftrongly  than  before ;  and  the  befieged 
now  defpaired  of  being  able,  either  in  that,  or 
any  other  quarter,  to  remove  them  to  a  greater 
diftance  from  the  city.  Inflead  of  this,  they 
apprehended  daily  their  nearer  approach  to  it ; 
and  expefted  that  they  would  foon  open  their 
batteries,  in  order  to  prepare  for  taking  it  by  Conduit 
ftorm.  This  belief  ferved  to  quicken  the  in-  tionofdle* 

inhabitant*. 

1  Thefe  pigeons  were  embalmed,  and  are  ftill  pre¬ 
ferred  in  the  town-houfe  of  Leyden.  Les  Delices  des  Pays 
JBas. 
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habitants ;  and  the  women  as  well  as  the  men 
were  employed  day  and  night,  without  ceafing, 
in  ftrengthening  the  fortifications.  An  account 
was  taken  of  the  flock  of  provifions  within  the 
town  ;  and  in  order  to  make  it  hold  out  as  long 
as  poffible,  they  began  to  hufband  it  betimes. 
They  were  perpetually  exhorting  and  animating 
each  other,  and  expatiating  upon  the  cruelty  and 
perfidy  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  unworthy  fate 
of  the  people  of  Zutphen,  Haerlem,  and  other 
places,  who  had  trufted  to  their  faith  and  mercy. 
When  they  were  folicited  to  turn  to  their  allegi¬ 
ance  by  Lanoy,  De  Lique,  and  other  natives  of 
the  Low  Countries ;  they  made  anfwer,  in  the 
words  of  a  Latin  poet, 

Fiftula  dulce  canit  volucrem  dum  decipit  auceps, 

\  To  other  letters,  in  which  they  were  defired 
to  reflect  on  the  mifery  to  which  they  muff  ere 
long  be  reduced,  they  replied,  that  they  had, 
upon  the  mod  mature  confideration,  refolved 
rather  to  die  of  hunger,  or  to  perifh  with  their 
wives  and  children  in  the  flames  of  the  city, 
kindled  by  their  own  hands,  than  fubmit  to  the 
tyranny  of  the  Spaniards  m. 

m  Another  faying,  ftill  more  ferocious,  is  recorded  by 
fome  hiltorians ;  That  rather  than  fubmit  to  fo  perfidious  an 
enemy,  they  would  feed  on  their  left  arms,  and  defend  them- 
-fdves  with  their  right.  V an  Meteren,  ut  fupra. 
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That  mifery  which,  during  the  firft  two  b^ok 
months  of  the  fiege,  exifted  only  in  idea,  was  — , — - 
at  lafl  realized.  Their  whole  Hock  of  ordinary  IS74‘ 

.  .  ..  5  Their  dif-. 

provifions  being  confumed,  they  were  obliged  to  tiefs. 
have  recourfe  to  the  filefh  of  dogs  and  horfes. 

Great  numbers  died  of  want ;  and  many  by  the 
ufe  of  this  unnatural  food.  The  refolution  of 
the  people  at  length  began  to  fail,  and  they  now 
believed  their  prefent  calamities  to  be  fuperior 
even  to  thofe  they  fhould  experience  under  the 
Spaiiifh  government.  Some  of  them  conceived 
a  delign  to  deliver  up  the  town,  and  formed  a 
fecret  alfociation  for  this  purpofe.  But  their  plot 
being  detected,  means  were  taken  to  prevent 
them  from  putting  it  in  execution.  A  great 
number  of  people  having  come  one  day  in  a  tu¬ 
multuous  manner-  to  a  magiftrate  whofe  name 
was  Adrian,  exclaiming  that  he  ought  either  to 
give  them  food,  or  deliver  the  town  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  “  I  have  folemnly  fworn,” 
he  replied,  <c  that  I  will  never  furrender  myfelf, 
or  my  fellow-citizens,  to  the  cruel  and  perfidious 
Spaniard  ;  and  I  will  fooner  die  than  violate  my 
oath.  I  have  no  food,  elfe  I  would  give  it  you. 

But  if  my  death  can  be  of  ufe  to  you,  take,  tear 
me  in  pieces,  and  devour  me ;  I  (hall  die  with 
fatisfattion,  if  I  know  that  by  my  death  I  fhall 
tor  one  moment  relieve  you  from  your  direful 
tieceflity.” 


By 
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By  this  extraordinary  anfwer,  the  people, 
{truck  with  aflonifhment,  were  filenced,  and  their 
fury  was  for  fome  time  appeafed. 


The  Sta-es 
refol  ded  :o 
the 

country  un¬ 
de;  'arater. 


The  prince  of  Orange,  who  was  not  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  extreme  mifery  to  which  the  be¬ 
fieged  were  reduced,  had  done  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  accomplifh  their  relief.  He  had 
already  collected  large  fupplies  of  provifions ; 
but  could  not,  with  all  his  activity  and  addrefs, 
raife  a  fufficient  force  to  open  a  paflage  into 
the  city.  "When  he  found  that  the  fituation  of 
the  befieged  would  not  admit  of  longer  delay, 
he  convened  an  affembly  of  the  States  of  the 
province.  And  the  deputies,  after  confider- 
ing  the  flrength  of  the  enemy,  and  the  amount 
of  their  own  forces,  perceiving  it  to  be  im¬ 
practicable  to  relieve  the  befieged,  either  by 
land,  or  by  the  river  and  canals,  agreed  to 
have  recourfe  to  an  expedient,  which  was  dic¬ 
tated  by  deipair,  and  was  the  only  one  at  pre- 
fent  in  their  power  to  employ.  They  refolved 
to  avail  themfelves,  againft  the  Spaniards,  of 
that  furious  element,  from  which  their  coun¬ 
try  had  often  fuffered  the  molt  dreadful  de- 
vaflation ;  to  open  their  fluices,  to  break  down 
the  dykes  of  the  Maefe  and  the  Iffel,  and  by 
thus  laying  all  the  country  round  Leyden  un¬ 
der  water,  to  get  accefs  to  the  befieged  with, 
their  fleet.  Nothing  could  be  more  repugnant 

to 
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to  the  ideas  of  this  people,  than  fuch  a  refolu-  book 
tion.  To  drain  their  lands,  to  exclude  the 
water,  and  preferve  their  dykes,  were  then,  as  *574- 
they  are  dill,  objects  to  the  Dutch  of  aimed 
continual  attention,  and  which  cod  them  an¬ 
nually  an  immenfe  expence.'  But  they  were  at 
prefent  animated  by  objects  dill  more  import¬ 
ant  and  intereding ;  and  their  love  of  liberty, 
joined  to  their  dread  of  popery  and  the  Spa- 
nifh  yoke,  prevailed  over  every  other  confider- 
ation.  The  damage  which  it  was  fuppofed 
would  arife  from  the  meafure  adopted,  was 
edimated  at  fix  hundred  thoufand  guilders. 

But  they  confidered,  that  if  the  Spaniards 
fhould  fucceed  in  their  prefent  enteiprife,  not 
only  the  region  to  be  overflowed,  but  all  the 
red  of  the  province,  would  fall  under  their 
fubjedtion.  This  the  States  regarded  as  in¬ 
finitely  worfe  than  either  poverty  or  death  ;  and 
in  their  prefent  difpofition,  they  would  have 
chofen  to  ruin  the  country  altogether,  rather 
than  leave  it  to  be  enjoyed  by  an  enemy  whom 
they  held  in  fuch  abhorrence.  They  now  ap¬ 
plied  themfelves  to  the  demolition  of  thofe  ✓ 
mounds,  upon  which  their  exidence  as  a  na¬ 
tion  depends,  with  a  degree  of  indudry  and 
ardor,  equal  to  that  which  they  were  accudom- 
ed  to  employ  in  repairing  them,  after  the  ra¬ 
vages  of  an  inundation. 

I 
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The  water,  after  its  barriers  were  removed, 
diffufed  itfelf  over  all  the  adjacent  fields;  and 
*574*  in  a  few  days,  almoft  the  whole  region  which 
lies  between  Rotterdam,  Gouda,  Delft,  and 
Leyden,  was  overflowed.  The  Spaniards  were 
thrown  at  firft  into  the  utmoft  dread  and  ter¬ 
ror  ;  but  when  they  underflood  the  caufe  of 
this  unexpected  inundation,  and  obferved  that 
the  water  did  not  rife  above  a  certain  height, 
they  recovered  from  their  aflonifhment.  They 
were  obliged  to  abandon  fuch  of  their  forts  as 
were  fituated  in  _  the  lower  grounds,  and  to  re¬ 
tire  to  thofe  which  flood  higher ;  but  of  thefe 
lafl  they,  hoped  to  be  able  to  keep  pofleffion, 
and  to  continue  the  blockade,  till  the  famine, 
which  they  knew  raged  in  the  town  with 
dreadful  fury,  fhould  conquer  the  obftinacy 
of  the  citizens,  and  bring  the  fiege  to  a  con- 
clufion. 

Tiie  prince  of  Orange,  in  the  mean  time, 
was  employed  in  preparing  every  thing  necef- 
fary  to  carry  into  execution  the  meafure  which 
the  States  had  adopted.  He  ordered  to  be 
built,  at  Rotterdam  and  other  places,  near  two 
hundred  flat-bottomed  veffels,  having  each  of 
them,  ten,  twelve,  fourteen,  or  fixteen  oars ; 
and  thefe  he  mounted  with  guns,  and  manned 
with  eight  hundred  Zealanders ;  a  rude  and  fa- 
vage,  but  a  brave  and  determined  band,  ani¬ 
mated 
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mated  at  once  by  religious  zeal,  and  the  molt 
implacable  hatred  againft  the  Spaniards  ;  and 
whofe  appearance  was  rendered  horrid  by  the 
-  fears  of  innumerable  wounds,  which  they  had 
received  in  their  late  naval  engagements.  They 
were  brought  from  the  fleet  by  Boiflot,  the  ad¬ 
miral  of  Zealand,  to  whom  the  conduct  of  the 
prefent  enterprife  was  committed'1. 

With  fuch  of  the  veflels  as  were  already 
equipped,  Boiflot  left  Delft  in  the  beginning  of 
September,  and  dire&ed  his  courfe  towards 
Leyden.  But  the  water  had  not  as  yet  rifen  to 
a  fufficient  height,  and  the  banks  of  the  rivers 
and  canals,  in  which  only  there  was  a  proper 
depth  of  water,  were  fo  ftrongly  fortified,  as 
to  render  his  approach  to  the  city  impracti¬ 
cable.  From  fome  of  their  forts  he  obliged  the 
Spaniards  to  retire,  but  others  were  of  fuffi¬ 
cient  ftrength  to  with  ft:  and  the  moft  vigorous 
.  attacks.  In  order  to  avoid  thefe,  he  broke 
down  more  dykes  as  he  advanced,  and  in  his 
progrefs  had  feveral  bloody  engagements  with 
the  enemy.  The  blockade,  however,  remain¬ 
ed  ftill  as  clofe  as  ever.  Boiflot  began  to  be 
apprehenfive  of  the  iflue.  Heaven  feemed  not 

n  The  fpirit  by  which  thefe  men  were  a&uated,  may  be 
conceived  from  their  method  of  diftinguifhing  themfelves ; 
which  was  by  wearing  a  half  moon  on  their  caps,  with  this 
infeription,  Turks  rather  than  papifts.  Meteren,  p.izj.o. 

to 
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S  o  o  k  to  favour  his  defien.  The  north  wind  contff 

XIII  ° 

y— nued  much  longer  than  had  been  ever  known 
J574-  at  the  prefent  feafon,  and  retarded  the  water  in 
its  afcent.  The  prince  of  Orange,  when  Boiffot 
entered  upon  this  expedition,  had  been  confined 
to  his  chamber  by  a  dangerous  illnefs.  He  was 
now  recovered,  and  came  to  vifit  the  admiral’s 
difpofition  of  his  fhips,  which  he  found  to  be  ex- 
a&ly  conformable  to  the  dire&ions  which  the 
States  had  given  him ;  but  their  defign,  the 
prince  perceived,  muft  prove  abortive,  and  all 
their  labour  and  expence  be  loft,  unlefs  the  wind 
ffyould  change  foon  to  another  quarter,  and  the 
autumnal  tides  rife  as  ufual. 

The  anxiety  With  extreme  impatience  they  now  expected 
oHhecUi^  the  approach  of  thefe  tides,  which  are  com- 
2ens'  monly  the  fubjett  of  their  dread  and  terror. 

The  fituation  of  the  befieged  was  become  the 
moft  deplorable  and  defperate.  During  feven 
weeks  there  had  not  been  a  morfel  of  bread 
within  the  city  ;  and  the  only  food  had  been 
the  roots  of  herbs  and  weeds,  and  the  flefh  of 
dogs  and  horfes.  Even  all  thefe  were  at  length 
confumed  ;  and  the  people  reduced  to  live  on 
foup  made  of  the  hides  of  animals  which  had 
been  killed.  A  peftilence  fucceeded  to  the 
famine,  and  carried  off  in  a  few  weeks  fome 
thoufands  of  the  inhabitants.  Thofe  who  fur- 
vived,  overwhelmed  with  anguifh  at  the  dif- 

mal 
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mal  fcenes  which  they  daily  beheld,  were  fcarcely 
able  to  perform  the  mournful  office  of  bury¬ 
ing  the  dead.  In  this  dreadful  fituation,  they 
faw  from  their  walls,  the  fails  and  flags  of  the 
veflels  deftined  for  their  relief;  but  had  the 
mortification  to  perceive,  that  it  was  utterly 
impoffible  for  them  to  approach.  It  is  not 
furprifing  that  fome  of  the  people,  finding  their 
mifery  greater  than  they  were  able  to  endure, 
Ihould  have  entertained  the  thoughts  of  furren¬ 
dering  the  town  to  the  enemy.  Some  confpi- 
racies  were  again  formed  for  this  purpole  ;  but 
they  were  difcovered  and  defeated  by  the  vigi- 
lance  of  Douza,  fupported  by  a  great  majority 
of  the  people,  to  whom  neither  the  peftilence, 
nor  famine,  nor  death  in  its  mod  hideous 
forms,  appeared  fo  dreadful,  as  the  tyranny  of 
the  Spaniards. 

But  the  time  of  their  deliverance  was  at 
hand ;  and  Heaven  interpofed  at  lad  in  a  con- 
fpicuous  manner  in  their  behalf.  Towards  the 
end  of  September,  the  wind  changing  from  the 
north-ead  to  the  north-wed,  poured  th^  ocean 
into  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  with  uncommon 
violence  ;  and  then  veering  about  to  the  fouth, 
it  puffied  the  water  towards  the  plains  of  Ley¬ 
den,  till  they  were  converted  into  a  fpacious 
lake,  in  which  the  Spanilh  forts  were  feen 
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Scattered  up  and  down,  and  many  of  them 
almoft  covered  with  the  water. 

Boissot  feized  with  ardor  the  opportunity 
which  was  thus  prefented  to  him.  And  though 
feveral  of  the  enemy’s  fortifications  flill  lay  in 
the  way  by  which  it  was  neceffary  for  him  to 
advance,  he  foon  obliged  the  Spaniards  to 
abandon  them.  The  Zealanders  purfued  them, 
fometimes  on  foot  along  the  dykes,  and  fome- 
times  in  their  boats  ;  and  had  feveral  fierce 
rencounters  with  them,  in  which,  from  the  ad¬ 
vantage  which  their  boats  afforded  them,  they 
were  everv  where  victorious.  The  Situation  of 

J 

the  Spanifli  troops  at  this  time  was  truly  de¬ 
plorable.  Some  were  Swallowed  up  in  the  mud 
and  water ;  and  others,  attempting  to  march 
along  the  dykes,  were  either  killed  by  the  fire 
from  the  boats,  or  dragged  down  with  hooks 
fixed  to  the  ends  of  long  poles,  and  put  to  the 
fword  without  mercy.  Fifteen  hundred  pe¬ 
ri  fhed  in  their  retreat. 

All  the  forts  were  now  forfaken,  except  the 
fort  above  mentioned,  called  Lammen,  of 
which,  if  the  Spaniards  had  kept  poffeflion, 
they  might  have  retarded  the  approach  of  the 
fleet  for  feveral  days.  This  fort  was  much 
Stronger,  and  flood  higher  than  the  reft.  But 
when  the  garrifon  underftood  that  their  general 

had 
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had  fled,  and  that  the  Zealanders  on  the  one  book 
hand,  and  the  befieged  on  the  other,  were  pre-  ^XIIi^ 
paring  to  begin  an  attack,  they  abandoned  1574" 
their  ftation,  and  by  torch-light  effe&uated  a 
junftion  with  the  reft  of  the  forces,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night. 

In  this  manner  was  the  fiege  of  Leyden  raid¬ 
ed,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  month  after 
the  blockade  was  formed.  Boiflot  advanced 
without  delay  to  the  gates  of  the  city.  The 
people,  pale  and  meagre,  ran,  as  their  fmall 
remains  of  ftrength  would  allow,  to  meet  himj 
and  many  of  them  fo  greedily  devoured  the 
food  which  he  diftributed,  that  what  was  in¬ 
tended  for  their  relief,  proved  the  caufe  of 
their  mftant  dcftruftion  y  for  provifions  of  every 
kind  in  the  city  had  been  entirely  exhaufted, 
and  the  befieged  were  fo  weakened,  that  if  the 
blockade  had  continued  two  days  longer,  they 
mull  all  have  perifhed  J. 

0  They  efcaped  ftill  more  narrowly  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  In  the  night  immediately  preced¬ 
ing,  and  at  the  very  time  when  the  Spaniards  were  making 
their  retreat  from  the  fort  of  Lammen,  a  great  part  of  the 
wall  of  the  city  having  fallen  down,  the  noife  reached  the 
ears  of  the  Spaniards ;  who,  if  they  had  known  the  caufe, 
might  have  entered  the  town  without  refiftance.  But 
their  dread  reprefented  the  noife  to  their  imaginations 
as  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  ferved  only  to  precipi¬ 
tate  their  flight. 
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When  they  were  fomewhat  refrefhed  with 
the  food  which  Boiffot  had  brought,  they  ac¬ 
companied  the  magiflrates  to  one  of  the 
churches,  to  render  thanks  to  the  Almighty. 
Never  was  any  affembly  more  deeply  agitated. 
By  the  confideration  of  their  ngnal  and  unex¬ 
pected  deliverance,  when  they  were  upon  the 
brink  of  ruin ;  joined  to  the  remembrance  of 
the  difmal  fcenes  which  they  had  witneffed, 
and  of  the  many  friends  and  fellow-citizens 
whom  the  famine  and  peflilence  had  carried 
off,  their  minds  were  overpowered  at  once 
with  gratitude  and  for  row.  They  were  diffolved 
in  tears;  and  mingled  together  the  voices  of 
praife  and  of  lamentation. 

The  cotemporary  hiflorians  have  further  re¬ 
corded,  that  when  the  prince  of  Orange  received 
information  of  the  raifing  of  the  fiege,  be¬ 
ing  engaged  in  public  worfhip  in  one  of  the 
churches  at  Delft,  he  flood  up,  and  read  to  the 
audience  the  letters  which  contained  the  in¬ 
telligence  ;  after  which,  the  States  being  con¬ 
vened,  a  day  of  general  thankfgiving  was  ap¬ 
pointed. 

The  Spanifh  army  took  their  route  by  the 
way  of  Amfterdam  and  Utrecht,  and  attempted 
to  get  polfeflion  of  the  laft  of  thefe  places 
by  furprife  y  but  the  gates  being  (hut  againft 

them. 
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them,  and  a  contribution  of  money  offered,  book 
they  were  prevailed  on  to  purfue  their  march  , 
towards  Maeflricht,  where  they  were  put  into  1574. 
winter-quarters p. 
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The  Spaniards  threw  all  the  blame  of  the  failure  of  their 
enterprife  upon  their  general  ;  whom  they  accufed  of  hav¬ 
ing  been  remifs  in  his  operations  againft  the  town,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  bribe  of  two  hundred  thoufand  florins,  which 
they  alleged  he  had  accepted,  either  from  the  States  of 
Holland,  or  from  the  people  of  Leyden.  Whether  there 
was  any  ground  for  this  accufation,  does  not  appear  with 
fufficient  evidence.  But  the  foldiers  flew  to  arms,  feized 
his  perfon,  and  confined  him,  till  he  agreed  to  pay  them 
the  two  hundred  thoufand  florins,  which,  they  faid,  he  had 
received  from  the  Hollanders, 
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^HE  difficulties  which  the  Spaniards  en¬ 
countered  in  the  feveral  enterprifes  that 
have  been  related,  gave  Philip  a  very  different 
idea  of  the  fpirit,  vigour,  and  refources  of  the 
malcontents,  from  what  he  had  hitherto  enter¬ 
tained  ;  and  determined  him  to  liften  to  an  offer, 
which  his  coufm  the  emperor  Maximilian  made 
at  this  time,  of  mediating  a  reconcilement. 
Maximilian  was  prompted  to  interpofe  his  in¬ 
fluence,  partly  perhaps  by  concern  for  the 
intereft  of  his  kinfman,  but  chiefly  by  his 
apprehenfion,  that  through  the  clofe  connec¬ 
tion  which  fubfifled  between  the  Dutch  and 
German  proteftants,  the  flame  which  raged 
with  io  much  fury  in  the  Low  Countries, 
might  at  laft  diffufe  itfelf  into  Germany. 
Having  therefore  interceded  with  Philip  to 
grant  the  infurgents  favourable  terms,  and  ob¬ 
tained  powers  to  negotiate  an  agreement,  he 
transferred  thefe  powers  to  count  Scwartzen- 
burg,  whom  he  fent  into  Holland,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy-five,  attended  by  feveral 
German  nobles.  On  the  count’s  arrival  in 
Dort,  he  had  an  interview  with  his  kinfman 
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the  prince  of  Orange  ;  with  whom  he  employed 
all  his  own  influence,  and  that  of  the  em¬ 
peror,  from  vidiom'  he  brought  a  confidential 
letter  to  the  prince.  From  the  refped  due  to 
the  emperor,  William  confented  to  a  congrefs 
in  the  city  of  Breda.  But  as  he  could  not  be 
perfuaded,  that  Philip  would  be  ever  brought 
to  offer  conditions  which  the  States  could  ac¬ 
cept  with  fafety,  he  believed  that  the  treaty 
propofed  would  prove  abortive,  and  therefore 
he  exhorted  the  States  to  keep  themfelves  in  a 
pofture  of  defence,  and  to  profecute  with 
vigour  their  preparations  for  renewing  the  war, 
when  the  congrefs  fliould  be  diflolved.  The 
prince  himfelf  was  not  of  the  number  of  the 
deputies  ;  nor  did  thofe  who  were  appointed, 
though  lefs  obnoxious  to  Philip’s  refentment, 
think  it  fafe  to  trull  themfelves  in  the  power 
of  the  Spaniards  in  Breda,  till  Romero,  and 
Mondragone,  and  two  other  perfons  of  diffinc- 
tion,  were  fent  into  Holland  as  hoftages. 

From  the  proceedings  at  this  congrefs,  and 
the  mutual  diftruft  which  the  deputies  difco- 
vered,  the  reader  will  eafily  perceive  the  caufes 
which  rendered  ineffectual,  not  only  the  pre¬ 
lent  attempt,  but  likewife  all  the  endeavours 
which  were  afterwards  employed,  during  the 
fpace  of  forty  years,  to  reconcile  the  contending 
parties. 
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The  demands  of  the  States  of  Holland  and 
Zealand  confided  of  two  articles  ;  that  the  go¬ 
vernor  fhould  immediately  dil'mifs  the  foreign 
troops  5  and  that  a  general  alfembly  •  of  the 
States  of  all  the  provinces  fhould  be  held  to 
determine  the  feveral  points  in  controverfy, 
whether  civil  or  religious. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  requefts,  the  Spanilh  de¬ 
puties  obferved,  that  it  was  unreafonable  tcj 
call  the  Spaniards  by  the  name  of  foreigners, 
fince  they  were  equally  the  fubjects  of  the  king 
as  the  people  of  the  Netherlands,  and  had 
done  him  the  mod  fignal  fervice,  in  that  very 
country  from  which  he  was  now  requeued  to 
expel  them.  That  the  Germans,  French,  and 
Englifh,  in  the  fervice  of  the  States,  might 
with  much  greater  propriety  be  denominated 
foreigners.  That  the  king  did  not  intend,  in 
cafe  peace  were  edablifhed,  to  retain  the  Spa¬ 
nilh  troops  in  the  Low  Countries  longer  than 
neceffity  fhould  require ;  but  that  it  would  be 
highly  improper  to  urge  him  any  further  on 
this  fubjedfc,  as  he  could  not,  confidently  with 
honour,  difmifs  the  forces  in  the  prefent  podure 
of  his  affairs.  They  added,  that  after  tran¬ 
quillity  was  redored,  the  king  would  not  be 
averfe  to  the  convocation  of  the  States,  nor  op- 
pofe  their  deliberating  concerning  fuch  affairs 
as  properly  belonged  to  them.  That  he  would 
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be  ever  ready  to  liften  to  their  counfel,  and 
would  regulate  his  conduct  agreeably  to  it  in 
every  thing  that  was  juft  and  reafonable.  And 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  make  them  an  offer  of  a  full  indem¬ 
nity  of  their  paft  offences,  upon  the  following 
conditions :  That  all  cities  and  forts,  with 
their  artillery  and  ftores,  ihould  be  delivered 
into  his  hands ;  that  every  heretical  form  of 
worfhip  fhould  be  profcribed  ;  and  that  all  fuch 
perfons  as  were  unwilling  to  forfake  their  errors, 
fhould  difpofe  of  their  effects  and  leave  the 
country. 

To  thefe  declarations  and  offers  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  deputies,  thofe  of  the  States  replied,  that 
notwithstanding  what  had  been  faid,  they  muff 
/till  adhere  to  their  firffc  requeft,  of  having  the 
provinces  delivered  from  the  oppreflion  of  the 
Spanilh  and  other  foreign  troops.  Thefe 
troops  w'ere  indeed  fubje&s  of  the  king  of 
Spain,  but  they  wrere  not  fubjedts  of  the  duke 
of  Brabant,  or  the  earl  of  Flanders,  Holland, 
or  any  other  of  the  provinces,  in  which  there¬ 
fore  they  could  not  be  fuffered  to  remain,  with¬ 
out  a  violation  of  a  fundamental  law  of  the  con- 
ffitution.  It  was  true,  that  the  French  and 
Englifti  troops  were  foreigners ;  but  thefe 
troops  had  come  into  the  Low  Countries  at  the 
defire  of  the  States  they  had  never  aflumed  to 
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themfelves  any  fhare  in  the  government,  and 
were  deemed  necefiary  by  the  States  for  their 
defence  again (l  the  Spaniards  ;  whereas  the  Spa¬ 
niards  had,  from  their  firft  entrance  into  the 
Netherlands,  treated  the  inhabitants  as  ene¬ 
mies  and  flaves  ;  had  arrogated  to  themfelves 
every  important  branch  of  the  adminiftration, 
and  had,  on  many  occafions,  exercifed  the  mod; 
unrelenting  cruelty,  indulging,  in  the  mod; 
abandoned  manner,  their  lawdefs  lull  and 
avarice,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  great  numbers  of 
the  innocent  and  faithful  fubjects  of  the  king. 
It  would  be  impoffible  to  redore  tranquillity  to 
the  provinces  while  thefe  men  were  allowed  to 
remain,  nor  w^ere  they  friends  to  the  king  or 
the  peace  propofed  w7ho  advifed  him  to  re¬ 
tain  them.  If  the  fervice  which  the  king  had 
received  from  his  Spanifh  troops,  were  com¬ 
pared  with  the  mifchief  of  which  they  had  been 
the  authors,  it  would  be  found  that  they  had 
done  infinitely  greater  harm  than  good ;  and 
that,  by  the  lawlefs  rapine  which  they  had 
exercifed,  they  had  received  much  more  than  a 
fudicient  compenfation  for  all  their  fervices. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  Low  Countries  were 
confcious  of  having  often  contributed  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  glory  of  the  Spanifh  crown.  Nor 
could  even  their  late  conduct,  if  juftly  con- 
fidered,  be  interrupted  as  a  breach  of  their 
duty  to  the  king,  fince  they  had  never  oppofed 
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bis  exercifing  any  rights  which  appertained  to 
him  as  fovereign  of  the  provinces ;  and 
although  they  had  taken  up  arms,  they  had 
never  employed  them  but  in  vindicating  thofe 
rights  and  privileges  which  the  king  himfelf 
had  fworn  to  maintain,  or  in  defending  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  their  wives  and  children, 
againft  the  violence  and  lawlefs  tyranny  of  the 
Spaniards. 


It  gave  them  much  concern  to  find,  that 
the  king  would  not  agree  to  fummon  an  affembly 
of  the  States  till  peace  fhoujd  be  reftored,  as 
they  were  convinced  that  no  other  means  fo 
effedtual  could  be  devifed  for  eftablifhing  peace 
on  a  firm  and  permanent  foundation.  It  gave 
them  {fill  greater  concern  to  hear  the  deputies, 
in  the  name  of  the  king,  exprefs  themfelves,  as 
if  they  looked  upon  the  States  only  as  coun- 
fellors,  whofe  advice  he  would  or  would  not 
follow,  according  as  he  fhould  judge  expedient. 
This  they  could  not  help  confidering  as  an  inti¬ 
mation,  that  the  {fates  were  to  be  limited  in 
the  exercife  of  their  authority  ;  and  if  this  was 
intended,  no  ufeful  purpofe  could  be  ferved 
by  calling  them  together.  With  the  condi¬ 
tions  annexed  to  the  proffered  indemnity,  it 
was  impoflible  they  could  comply.  They 
could  not  deliver  the  cities  and  forts  into  the 
hands  of  the  Spaniards,  without  being  appre- 
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henfive  of  the  fraud  exemplified  in  the  fable 
of  the  war  between  the  wolves  and  the  fheep, 
in  which  the  latter  were  perfuaded  to  give  up 
their  auxiliaries,  the  dogs,  into  the  hands  of 
their  crafty  foes.  For  they  had  not  forgotten 
the  fate  of  the  counts  Egmont  and  Flora,  and 
many  others,  who  repented  when  it  was  too 
late  of  putting  faith  in  promifes  which  their 
enemies  could  violate  with  impunity.  And 
with  refpedt  to  the  other  condition,  that  all 
heretics  Ihould  quit  the  country  ;  as  they  could 
not  believe  the  religion  now  eftablifhed  in 
Holland  and  Zealand  to  be  heretical,  fo  if  all 
who  had  renounced  the  popilh  faith  were  to  be 
deemed  heretics,  and  expelled  from  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  there  would  not  be  a  fufficient  number 
left  to  keep  the  dykes  in  repair;  the  country 
would  be  ftript  of  the  greateff  part  of  its  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  ere  long  be  buried  in  the  waves. 
They  concluded  with  entreating  the  deputies  to 
take  the  reprefentation  they  had  made  in  good 
part,  as  proceeding  from  their  zeal  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  king  as  well  as  of  the  provinces  ; 
and  with  praying  Almighty  God  to  infpire  the 
king  and  his  minifters  with  milder  fentiments 
than  thofe  which  they  had  hitherto  embraced. 

In  the  reply  which  was  made  to  this  remon- 
flrance,  the  Spanifh  deputies,  after  complain¬ 
ing  of  the  fpirit  in  which  it  was  compofed,  faid 
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that  the  king  would  fo  far  comply  with  the  re-  book 

qued  relative  to  the  foreign  troops,  as  to  fend  < _ 

them  away  immediately  after  the  terms  of  peace  I575, 
were  fettled ;  provided  the  States  would  at  the 
fame  time  difmifs  the  foreigners  in  their  fervice, 
and  deliver  up  the  cities  and  other  fortified 
places.  He  would  likewife  fummon  the  affembly 
of  the  States,  as  foon  as  the  prefent  difturbances 
had  fubfided ;  but  he  could  not,  confidently 
with  his  dignity,  fubmit  to  their  decifion,  the 
conditions  on  which  peace  was  to  be  edablifhed; 
fince  this  would  be  to  abandon  what  he  regarded 
as  his  peculiar  prerogative,  and  to  allow  them  to 
prefcribe  where  it  was  their  duty  to  obey.  In 
particular,  he  was  determined  never  to  refer  to 
their  decifion  the  important  quedion  concerning 
religion.  The  States,  as  well  as  the  king,  had 
fworn  to  maintain  the  catholic  faith  ;  and  no 
confideration  would  ever  prevail  on  him  to  differ 
them  to  depart  from  it  in  the  dualled  article. 

He  was  not  afraid  of  depopulating  the  maritime 
provinces  by  the  expulfion  of  heretics;  on  the 
contrary,  he  believed  that  thefe  provinces  would 
fiouridi  more,  for  that  tranquillity  which  unity 
of  faith  would  enfure ;  and  if  the  heretical  mi- 
niders  were  removed,  he  doubted  not  that  the 
people  would  foon  perceive  the  folly  into  which 
they  had  been  betrayed,  and  return  into  the  bc- 
fom  of  the  church. 
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May  31ft. 
Final  an- 
fwer  of  the 

Sates. 


The  deputies  of  Holland  and  Zealand,  after 
confulting  their  conflituents,  gave  the  follow¬ 
ing  as  their  ultimate  reply.  That  they  were 
willing  to  refer  the  feveral  points  of  difference, 
the  difmiflion  of  the  Spanifli  troops,  the  deli¬ 
vering  of  the  cities,  forts,  and  military  flores, 
the  nature  of  the  fecurity  to  be  given  for  ful¬ 
filling  the  conditions  of  the  peace,  and  even 
the  article  of  religion,  to  the  general  affembly 
of  the  States  of  all  the  provinces :  and  they 
were  willing,  they  faid,  to  make  the  laft  of 
thefe  concefiions,  not  from  any  intention  of 
giving  up  their  religion,  which  no  confideration 
would  induce  them  to  forfake ;  but  from  the 
deep  concern  which  they  felt  on  account  of  the 
long  continued  calamities  of  their  fellow-citi¬ 
zens  ;  to  .put  an  end  to  which,  they  were  ready 
to  abandon  their  native  country,  if  the  States 
fhould  find  it  neceffary  to  eftablifh  a  religion, 
with  which  their  confciences  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  comply. 


The  come-  Count  Scwartzenburg  now  perceived  that 
foiled.011'  no  greater  conceffion  could  reafonably  be  ex¬ 
pected.  He  reprefented  to  the  governor,  that 
confidering  how  deep  the  proteftant  religion 
had  {truck  its  roots  in  the  maritime  provinces, 
the  extirpation  of  it  could  not  be  fpeedily  ac- 
complifhed ;  and  he  urged  him  to  grant  a  truce 
for  fix  months,  during  which  time  the  exercife 
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of  that  religion  Ihould  be  permitted,  and  every  book 
lenient  meafure  employed  to  footh  and  conciliate  e— -v— 
the  minds  of  the  people.  But  Requefens  had  l575- 
not  authority  from  the  king  to  agree  to  this  re- 
quefl ;  and  he  refufed  to  grant  even  a  truce  of 
two  months,  except  on  condition  that  the  pro- 
teftants  Ihould  abltain  from  their  mode  of  reli¬ 
gious  worfhip,  and  oblige  their  minifters  imme¬ 
diately  to  quit  the  country.  With  this  condition 
Count  Scwartzenburg  knew  that  the  maritime 
provinces  would  never  be  perfuaded  to  comply. 

He  therefore  defpaired  of  being  able  to  bring  his 
negotiation  to  the  defired  iffue,  and  foon  after 
fet  out  for  Germany.  The  congrefs  was  dif- 
folved.  The  hoftages  were  reftored  ;  and  the 
contending  parties,  having  their  refentment  more  ‘ 
inflamed  than  ever,  applied  themfelves  to  the 
profecution  of  the  war q. 

t 

The  deputies  had  no  fooner  left  Breda,  than  The  war 
Requefens  publilhed  an  edift,  prohibiting  all 
communication  with  the  malcontents ;  and  im¬ 
mediately  afterwards  fent  his  troops,  under  the  July  nth, 
count  de  Hierges,  to  lay  fiege  to  the  town  of 
Buren ;  which  they  foon  obliged  to  capitulate. 

From  Buren  they  marched  to  Oude-water,  and 
in  fpite  of  a  brave  and  vigorous  defence,  they 
took  it  by  Itorm ;  exercifmg  at  this  place  their 

q  Meteren,  p.  146 — 152.  Bentivog.  lib.  ix.  ab  initio. 
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book  wonted  fury,  and  putting  the  garrifon  and  all 
the  inhabitants  to  the  fword,  without  diftindtion 
isys-  either  of  fex  or  age.  Hierges  proceeded  next 
to  Schowen  upon  the  Leek.  The  prince  of 
Orange  made  hade  to  fend  a  reinforcement  to 
the  garrifon.  But  the  inhabitants,  dreading 
the  fame  fate  as  that  of  the  people  of  Oude- 
water,  obliged  the  garrifon  to  furrender.  After 
which,  Hierges  directed  his  march  towards 
Crimpen.  Viteili,  in  the  mean  time,  with  the 
forces  under  his  command,  reduced  a  number 
of  places  which  lie  between  the  Leek  and  the 
Va’nal ;  and  Mondragone  was  no  lefs  fuccefsful 
in  the  quarter  of  Holland,  which  borders  upon 
Brabant. 

The  gover-  But  Requefens  did  not  incline  that  his  troops 
lakes  the  fhoula  pufh  their  conquefts  in  Holland  any  fur- 
ZeJand.ot  ther  at  prefent.  In  compliance  with  his  in- 
ftructions,  he  refolved  to  bend  his  wrhole  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  reduction  of  fome  of  the  principal 
towns  in  Zealand,  which  Philip  was  defirous 
of  acquiring,  for  the  reception  of  a  fleet  to  be 
fent  from  Spain.  In  order  to  accomplifli  this 
defign,  Requefens  drew  off  his  troops  from 
Holland ;  and  had,  fome  time  before,  prepared 
a  number  of  flat-bottomed  veflels,  proportioned 
to  the  depth  of  the  gulfs  and  canals.  In  thefe 
veflels  he  intended  to  have  tranfported  his 
troops  to  Zealand ;  but  the  prince  of  Orange 
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having  received  intelligence  of  his  defign,  and 
collected  a  naval  force  of  the  fame  kind,  much 
fuperior  in  number,  he  relinquifhed  his  firfh 
plan,  and  adopted  another  that  feemed  equally 
difficult  and  dangerous.  This  was  to  imitate 
what  was  done  by  Mondragone,  when  he  raffed 
the  fiege  of  Tergoes,  and  to  make  the  foldiers 
wade  through  an  arm  of  the  fea,  which  was 
five  miles  broad. 

In  the  north-eaft  parts  of  Zealand,  there  are 
three  iflands  much  larger  than  the  red  ;  Tolen, 
Duveland,  and  Schowen.  Tolen,  which  lies  the  Spa' 
neareft  to  Brabant,  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards ;  and  between  this  ifland  and  Duve¬ 
land,  lies  the  little  iile  of  Philipfland,  which 
is  feparated  from  Duveland  by  the  canal,  or 
arm  of  the  fea,  over  which  Requefens  intended 
that  his  forces  fhould  pafs  on  foot.  It  was 
known  from  fome  experiments  which  had  been 
made,  that  this  canal  was  fordable  ;  nor  was  it 
quite  fo  broad  as  that  which  Mondragone’s 
troops  had  paffed  over  to  the  relief  of  Tergoes. 

But  there  was  ftill  much  reafon  to  fufpect 
that  the  attempt  would  be  found  impracti¬ 
cable. 

Such  of  the  officers  as  were  of  this  opinion, 
obferved,  that  there  was  a  wide  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  enterprife  in  quell  ion,  and  that  of 
Vol.II,  M  Mondra- 
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Mondagrone,  whofe  men  had  no  other  ob- 
ftacles  to  encounter  but  thofe  of  the'  paffage, 
and  needed  only  flrength  and  patience  to  en- 
fure  fuccefs  ;  whereas,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the 
enemy  having  taken  the  alarm,  were  continually 
upon  the  watch  ;  and  the  ford  was  in  a  manner 
befieged  by  their  numerous  veffels,  which  were 
ready  to  attack  the  Spaniards,  when  they  would 
be  unable  to  defend*  themfelves.  And  even 
allowing  that  they  fhould  furmount  thefe  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  effectuate  their  paffage,  yet  what 
remained  for  them,  on  their  approach  to  the 
oppofite  fhore,  but  to  be  attacked  by  a  frefli 
and  vigorous  enemy,  advantageoufly  pofted, 
before  they  could  difentangle  themfelves  from 
the  mud  and  water. 

By  thefe  confiderations,  fome  of  the  principal 
officers  were  induced  to  remonftrate  againff 
the  intended  enterprife,  as  too  hazardous  and 
defperate  ;  and  they  were  of  opinion,  that  no 
attempt  ought  to  be  made  on  Zealand  till  the 
fleet  from  Spain  fhould  arrive.  But  this  pru¬ 
dent  counfel  was  not  fuited  to  the  bold  in¬ 
trepid  fpirit  which  animated  the  greater  part  of 
the  Spanifh  officers.  The  remembrance  of 
their  former  victories,  joined  to  their  contempt 
of  the  malcontents,  infpired  them  with  con¬ 
fidence  of  fuccefs  ;  and  they  were  unwilling  to 
divide  the  glory  of  their  conquefts  with  their 
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countrymen,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  on  their  book 
way  from  Spain.  If  this  enterprife,  faid  they, 
be  impracticable  in  the  day,  why  may  we  not  *575* 
undertake  it  in  the  night ;  when  we  fhali  either 
elude  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy  ;  or,  if  they 
get  information  of  our  defign,  yet  we  fhali  have 
little  reafon  to  dread  their  efforts,  as  they  will 
be  obliged  to  fire  their  guns  at  random,  and 
fpend  their  force  in  air.  The  troops  polled  on 
the  other  fide  to  oppofe  our  landing,  will  a£t 
as  their  countrymen  have  often  done  on  fimilar 
occafions.  The  boldnefs  of  our  adventure,  and 
the  daring  countenances  of  our  men,  will  over¬ 
whelm  their  daflardly  fpirits  with  difmay  and 
terror. 

Requesens  was  not  naturally  fond  of  rafh  or 
daring  enterprifes ;  but  being  exceedingly  de- 
firous  to  carry  his  fcheme  of  fubduing  Zealand 
into  fpeedy  execution,  he  tranfported  three 
thoufand  feledt  troops,  compofed  of  an  equal 
numbei  of  Spaniards,  Walloons,  and  Germans, 
to  the  lfle  of  I  hilipfland.  Then  having  ordered 
d’ Avila  to  attend  him  with  the  fleet,  on  board 
which  he  put  one  half  of  thefe  forces,  'he  gave 
the  command  of  the  other  half,  deflined  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  paffage,  to  Oforio  d’Ulloa,  a  Spanifh 
officer  of  diftinguifhed  courage,  who  had  warmly 
exhorted  him  to  undertake  this  bold  and  An¬ 
gular  expedition. 
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On  the  28th  of  September,  as  foon  as  it  was 
dark,  and  the  tide  had  begun  to  retire,  Ulloa 
ntered  the  water  at  the  head  of  his  troops, 
with  the  guides  before  him.  The  'troops  were 
followed  by  two  hundred  pioneers ;  and  the 
rear -guard  was  formed  by  a  company  of  Wal¬ 
loons,  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  name 
of  Peralta.  They  could  march  only  three  men 
a-breaft,  on  the  top  of  a  ridge  of  earth  or 
fan d,  and  were  often  obliged  to  wade  up  to  the 
fhoulders,  and  to  bear  their  mufkets  on  their 
heads,  to  preferve  them  from  the  water.  They 
had  advanced  but  a  little  way,  when  the  Dutch 
and  Zealanders  approached,  and  began  a  furi¬ 
ous  difcharge  of  their  fmall  arms  and  artillery. 
And  not  fatisfied  with  this,  many  of  them  leap¬ 
ed  into  the  wrater,  and  with  hooks  fattened  to 
the  ends  of  long  poles,  laid  hold  of  the  fol- 
diers,  oppreffied  with  the  weight  of  the  element 
through  which  they  toiled ;  maffacring  fome, 
and  plunging  others  in  the  waves.  Nothing 
but  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  which  prevented 
the  two  fquadrons  of  the  enemy’s  fhips  from 
adling  in  concert,  could  have  faved  the  royalifts 
from  deftruction.  But,  notwithftanding  the 
difficulties  under  which  they  laboured,  they 
perfifted  bold  and  dauntlefs  in  their  courfe,  ex¬ 
horting  and  affifling  one  another  ;  and  without 
quitting  their  ranks,  repelling  the  enemy,  and 
defending  themfeives  as  well  as  their  defperats- 
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circumftances  would  allow.  Their  calamities 
increafed  as  they  approached  to  the  oppofite 
fhore.  For  befides  that  their  vigour  was  im¬ 
paired,  they  had  deeper  water  to  pafs,  and  the 
enemy’s  {hips  could  come  nearer  to  the  ford. 
At  laft,  however,  they  reached  the  land,  in 
time  to  fave  themfelves  from  deftru&ion.  The 
banks  were  lined  with  a  numerous  body  of 
troops ;  and  if  thefe  troops  had  behaved  with 
an  ordinary  degree  of  refolution,  it  is  impof- 
fible  that  the  Spaniards,  drenched  as  they  were 
with  mud  and  water,  and  exhaufted  with  fa¬ 
tigue,  could  have  flood  before  them.  But  un¬ 
fortunately,  in  the  beginning  of  the  attack, 
their  commander  was  killed  by  an  accidental 
fhot  of  one  of  his  own  men.  Conflernation 
feized  his  troops, .  and  they  fled  in  the  moll 
daflardly  manner,  before  an  enemy  unable  to 
purfue. 

This  extraordinary  adventure,  though  it  fuc- 
ceeded  beyond  what  could  juftly  have  been  ex¬ 
pected,  was  not  executed  without  lofs.  The 
pioneers  were  all  either  overtaken  by  the  tide, 
or  deflroyed  by  the  enemy. '  The  rear-guard 
under  Peralta  faved  themfelves  by  returning 
back.  Of  the  troops  under  Ulloa,  a  confider- 
able  number  was  killed  or  drowned,  and  others 
wounded.  But  among  the  killed  there  was 
only  one  perfon  of  diftinCtion,  named  Pacheco; 
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concerning  whom  it  is  recorded,  that  being 
wounded  by  a  mufket-fhot,  and  unable  to  ad¬ 
vance,  and  forne  of  his  men  urging  him  to 
fuffer  them  to  bear  him  on  their  fhoulders,  he 
replied,  “  That  would  ferve  only  to  retard 
your  march.  My  wound  is  mortal ;  I  die,  and 
not  without  fome  honour,  in  fo  glorious  an  en- 
terprife.”  Saying  this,  he  funk  down  into  the 
water  q. 

When  the  Dutch  and  Zealanders  faw  that, 
in  fpite  of  their  oppofition,  the  royalifts  had  ac- 
complifhed  their  defign,  they  quitted  the  canal, 
and  went  to  give  notice  of  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  fea-port  towns, 
which  they  fuppofed  the  enemy  intended  to  at¬ 
tack.  Requefens  immediately  laid  hold  of  the 
opportunity  which  their  departure  afforded  him, 
to  tranfport  the  reft  of  his  forces  to  Duve- 
land  ;  where  they  joined  their  companions,  and 
foon  compelled  all  the  proteftant  troops  on  the 

q  Bentivoglio,  p.  16S.  This  hiftorian  gives  the  fame  au¬ 
thority  for  the  above-mentioned  particulars,  as  for  thofe  of 
the  paffage  at  Tergoes;  the  teftimony  of  Rivas,  governor  of 
Cambray,  who  was  an  adtor  in  both. 

The  Spaniards  were  not  a  little  encouraged  by  an  ap¬ 
pearance  then  rare,  but  fince  familiar  and  common,  an  Au¬ 
rora  Borealis,  or  northern  light ;  which  (hone  all  the  time  of 
their  paffage,  and  which  they  interpreted  as  a  fign  wrought 
by  Heaven  in  their  behalf. 
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ifland  to  fly  over  to  Ziricfee,  the  capital  of 
Schowen. 

The  redu&ion  of  that  city  was  the  immediate 
and  principal  objefl  of  the  prefent  expedition. 
For  befides  that  Requefens  hoped,  by  pofiefiing 
Ziricfee,  to  be  able  to  difturb  the  communication 
between  Holland  and  Zealand,  he  confldered  it 
as  the  fitteft  place  for  the  reception  of  the  rein¬ 
forcement  which  he  expected  from  Spain ;  and 
he  intended  to  make’ it  the  feat  of  his  ftrength  in 
that  quarter,  till  he  fhould  collect  a  naval  force 
fuflicient  to  enfure  the  conquefl  of  Middleburg, 
Flufiring,  and  the  other  towns  in  Walcheren. 
Towards  Ziricfee,  the  army,  now  commanded  by 
Mondragone  proceeding  without  delay.  Before 
they  could  reach  it,  they  found  it  necefiary  to 
pafs  over  the  canal  which  feparates  Duveland 
from  Schowen,  and  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
which  they  faw  the  enemy  preparing  to  difpute 
their  paflage.  This  did  not  deter  them  from 
the  profecution  of  their  defign.  Animated  by 
the  example  of  their  leaders,  they  leaped  without 
hefitation  into  the  canal,  which  was  near  a  league 
over,  having  the  bottom  full  of  mud,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  forward  with  fuch  undaunted  intrepidity, 
that  the  enemy,  regarding  them  with  aftonifii- 
ment,  abandoned  their  Ration,  and  left  the  paf- 
fage  free  and  undifputed. 
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Mondr agone  would  have  immediately  be¬ 
gun  the  fiege  of  Ziricfee,  but  thought  it  necef- 
fary  before-hand  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  cer¬ 
tain  pods,  which  the  Zealanders  had  fortified, 
in  order  to  fecure  the  communication  between 
the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  and  their  friends 
in  the  other  illands  and  on  the  continent.  Thefe 
forts  were  three  in  number ;  one  on  the  fouth 
near  Borendam,  and  the  other  two  called 
Browerfhaven  and  Bommene,  on  the  north 
and  eaft.  Through  the_  imprudent  confidence 
of  the  Spaniards,  who  made  an  affault  on  the 
firlt  of  thefe  forts  too  foon,  it  coll  the  lives  of 
fixty  of  that  nation,  with  Peralta  their  com¬ 
mander  ;  befides  a  confiderable  number  of 
Germans  and  Walloons.  The  fort  of  Brower- 
fhaven  fubmitted  without  refillance ;  but  that 
of  Bommene,  which  was  better  fortified,  was 
likewife  more  valiantly  defended  than  the  other 
two.  Du  Lis,  a  French  officer,  commanded 
the  garrifon,  confiding  of  Germans,  French, 
and  Engliffi  ;  into  whole  brealts  he  had  infufed 
the  fame  generous  and  dauntlefs  fpirit  with 
which  he  himfelf  was  animated.  The  behaviour 
and  fate  of  this  brave  determined  garrifon 
.deferves  a  place  in  hiltory.  At  the  time  of 
high  water  their  fortification  was  impregnable, 
as  at  that  time  the  fea  filled  both  the  ditch 
which  furrounded  it,  and  a  canal  which  paffed 
through  pt ;  but  at  low  water,  and  for  fome 
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hours  before  and  after  that  time,  the  ditch  was 
fordable,  and  the  enemy  could  advance  to  the 
very  foot  of  the  wall.  Both  Requefens  and 
Vitelli  had  come  to  direct  the  operations  of 
the  fiege.  Agreeably  to  their  commands,  the 
royalifls,  after  approaching  as  near  as  poflible 
to  the  ditch,  by  means  of  trenches,  opened  a 
large  battery,  which  continued  firing  upon  the 
fort  for  two  days  inceffantly,  till  a  fufficient 
breach  was  made.  Then  waiting  till  the  wa¬ 
ter  had  retired,  they  made  a  furious  affault ; 
but  the  befieged  withflood  their  moil  vigorous 
efforts,  and  at  lafl  obliged  them  to  retire,  with 
the  lofs  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  killed,  and  twice 
that  number  wounded.  The  Spaniards,  enraged 
on  account  of  their  repulfe  and  lofs,  returned 
to  the  affault  next  day,  and  began  to  ftorm  the 
fort  on  different  fides  at  the  fame  time.  Both 
parties  were  highly  agitated  with  fury  and  de- 
fpair,  and  both  were  alike  determined  either  to 
die  or  conquer.  The  profpeft  of  the  return¬ 
ing  tide  wrought  equally  on  the  fears  of  the 
affailants,  and  the  hopes  of  the  befieged.  The 
former  knew,  that  if  they  did  not  carry  their 
point  foon,  they  muff  a  fecond  time  fuffer  the 
fliame  and  daughter  of  a  repulfe  ;  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  confidered,  that  if  they  could  hold  out  a 
few  hours  longer,  the  water  would  deliver  them 
for  the  prefent,  and  the  enemy  be  perhaps  de¬ 
terred  from  renewing  the  affault.  Incited  by 
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book  thefe  reflections,  the  combatants  on  both  Tides 
exerted  all  their  vigour,  and  difplayed  a  degree 
j575-  of  fortitude  and  prowefs,  which  feldom  occurs 
in  the  annals  of  hiftory.  Each  perfon,  regard- 
lefs  of  his  fafety,  and  intent  only  upon  annoy¬ 
ing  the  enemy,  the  conflict  was  as  bloody  and 
defperate,  as  the  time  was  critical  and  import¬ 
ant.  It  had  lafted  for  near  fix  hours,  and 
many  of  the  braveft  on  both  Tides  had  fallen. 
At  iaft,  the  aflailants,  perceiving  the  quick 
approach  of  the  tide,  and  collecting  and  exert¬ 
ing  at  once  their  whole  force,  overpowered  the 
befieged  with  their  numbers,  and  burft  forward 
irrefiftibly  within  the  walls  of  the  fort ;  in  which 
the  garrifon  Thill  continued  to  refift,  till  there 
was  not  a  Tingle  perfon  left  to  enjoy  the  glory 
of  fo  illuftrious  a  defence.  The  royalifts  paid 
dear  for  their  victory ;  above  two  hundred 
men,  befides  thofe  who  had  fallen  in  the  firft 
aflault,  were  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  a  much 
greater  number  wounded r. 


The  fie^e  of  They  now  proceeded  to  the  fiege  of  Zi- 
Znicfee.  ricfee  ;  and  in  this  undertaking  their  difficulties 
were  greatly  augmented,  and  the  fiege  pro¬ 
longed,  by  a  refolution  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
had  broken  down  the  dykes  of  the  canal,  and 
laid  the  adjacent  country  under  water*  This 
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meafure,  of  which  the  States  of  Holland  had 
lately  fet  the  example  during  the  fiege  of  Ley¬ 
den,  fhewed  how  firmly  determined  the  citi¬ 
zens  were  to  make  a  vigorous  defence,  and  ren¬ 
dered  impracticable  all  the  ordinary  methods 
of  conducing  fieges,  by  trenches,  batteries, 
and  affaults.  Mondragone  perceived,  that  the 
reduction  of  Ziricfee  mult  be  a  work  of  con- 
fiderable  time,  and  that  the  only  expedient 
which  he  could  employ,  was  to  block  it  up  on 
every  fide,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  entrance  of 
fupplies.  Thefe  it  could  receive  only  by  the 
way  of  a  fmall  canal,  dug  from  Ziricfee  to  the 
great  one  above  mentioned,  which  feparates 
Schowen  from  the  ifle  of  Duveland. 

In  order  to  fecure  the  communication  be¬ 
tween  thefe  canals,  the  Zealanders  had  fortified 
the  banks  of  the  fmaller,  where  it  is  joined  to 
the  greater  ;  and  while  they  retained  pofleffion 
of  the  batteries  which  they  had  planted  there, 
they  fecured  a  free  entrance  to  the  {hips  which 
were  fent  from  Holland  and  Walcheren  with 
fupplies.  To  deprive  them  of  this  refource, 
and  lock  up  the  mouth  of  the  fmall  canal,  was 
the  firft  and  principal  objeCt  of  Mondragone’s 
attention.  For  this  purpofe  he  ftationed  his 
fhips  in  thofe  parts  where  the  water  was  deeped ; 
and  formed  in  the  mod  fhallow  parts  an  eda- 
cade,  a  work  of  a  prodigious  labour,  which 
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employed  his  troops  for  feveral  months,  and 
was  attended  with  confiderable  bloodfiied.  By 
perfeverance,  however,  he  brought  it  at  laft 
to  a  conclufion  ;  and  then  having  draw  a  an¬ 
other  ftacado  of  the  fame  kind,  from  an  bland 
which  lay  in  the  entrance  of  the  canal,  he  join¬ 
ed  the  two  ftacados  together  by  ftrong  iron 
chains,  and  thus  rendered  all  accefs  imprac¬ 
ticable. 

During  the  progrefs  of  thefe  operations,  the 
proteltants  embraced  every  opportunity  of  in¬ 
troducing  fupplies  into  the  city ;  and  they 
were  greatly  favoured  by  the  feafon,  which  was 
fo  much  milder  than  ufual,  as  to  leave  the 
river  and  canals  navigable  through  the  whole 
of  winter.  But  in  the  beginning  of  February, 
the  enemy’s  works  were  completed,  and  from 
that  time,  all  attempts  to  relieve  the  befieged, 
by  the  way  of  the  fmall  canal,  proved  inefiec- 
tual.  Their  friends  were  therefore  obliged  to 
turn  to  another  quarter. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fiege  feveral  cuts 
had  been  made  in  the  dyke  of  the  great  canal 
on  the  fide  of  Schowen,  in  order,  as  was  men¬ 
tioned  above,  to  overflow  the  country.  Through 
one  of  thefe  cuts,  near  the  village  of  Dreifcher,  • 
the  prince  of  Orange  propofed  to  convey  fup¬ 
plies  to  Ziricfee  acrofs  the  inundation ;  and  he 
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committed  the  execution  of  his  delign  to  count  book 
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Hohenloe,  a  German  nobleman  of  the  moll 
unqueltionable  fpirit  and  refolution ;  but  a  r5?5- 
ftorm  ariling,  and  the  Spaniards  having  en¬ 
camped  moll  of  their  forces,  and  planted  bat¬ 
teries  on  the  dyke,  clofe  by  the  cut,  they 
obliged  Hohenloe  to  retire.  The  prince,  not 
difcouraged  by  this  check,  prepared  to  make 
a  fecond  attempt  with  a  more  powerful  arma¬ 
ment.  And  in  order  to  animate  his  troops,  he 
refolved  to  conduct  the  enterprife  himfelf. 


He  reached  Dreifcher,  and  approached  the 
cut,  at  the  time  of  high  water.  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  attack  he  threw  the  enemy  into 
confufion,  made  confid'erable  daughter  among 
them,  and  carried  olf  fome  pieces  of  cannon 
from  their  batteries.  But  the  Spaniards,  rouz- 
ed  by  the  danger  which  threatened  them, 
quickly  recovered  their  ftations,  and  made  a 
bold  and  vigorous  refiftance,  till  the  tide  began 
to  retire  ;  when  the  prince  perceiving  it  to  be 
impracticable  to  advance,  was  obliged,  in  order 
to  fave  his  fleet  from  deftrudtion,  to  return 
into  the  great  canal.  Boilfot,  the  admiral,  whole 
fhip  was  much  larger  than  the  reft,  did  not  re¬ 
treat  in  time ;  and  his  fhip  having  lluck 
againft  the  bottom,  he  himfelf,  and  about  three 
hundred  of  his  crew,  either  perilhed  in  the 
waves,  or  were  killed  by  the  enemy.  This  was 
■  7  the 
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kook  the  laft  attempt  for  the  relief  of  the  befieged; 

who  being  at  length  overpowered  with  their 
i5~5-  miferies,  agreed  to  furrender  the  town  into  the 
hands  of  Mondragone ;  and  that  general,  de- 
nrous  to  put  a  period  to  fo  tedious  an  enter- 
prife,  granted  them  fuch  favourable  terms  as 
they  were  willing  to  accept s. 


This  fiege  had  Lifted  near  nine  months,  and 
during  all  that  time  had  occupied  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Spanifh  army. 


Death  oi  But  before  the  furrender  of  Ziricfee,  other 
events  had  happened  which  rendered  thofe 
that  have  been  related  of  fmall  importance  to 
either  party,;  and  which,  while  they  difappoint- 
ed  the  hopes  entertained  by  the  Spaniards  of 
completing  the  conqueft  of  Zealand,  in  a  great 
meafure  delivered  the  confederates  from  thofe 
difquieting  apprehenfions  which  the  late  fuccefs 
of  the  Spanifh  arms  was  calculated  to  excite. 
The  firfl  of  thefe  events  was  the  death  of  Vi- 
telli,  who  was,  without  controverfy,  the  ableft 
and  moll  experienced  general  at  that  time  in 
the  Netherlands. 


Death  of 
Ktquefens. 


Vitelli’s  death  was  quickly  followed  by  that 
of  Requefens.  In  carrying  on  the  fiege  of 
Ziricfee,  much  greater  fums  had  been  neceffary 
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than  he  was  able  to  fupply.  From  Spain,  he  book 

knew  that,  confidering  the  exhaufted  condition  _ 

of  the  king’s  finances',  occafioned  by  his  war  *575* 
with  the  Turks,  no  money  could  be  expected; 
and  the  States  of  fuch  of  the  provinces  as  re¬ 
tained  their  allegiance,  were  either  unwilling, 
or  unable,  to  comply  with  his  demands.  Thus, 
great  arrears  were  due  to  his  troops,  and  they 
had  already  began  to  mutiny,  and  to  exercife 
the  mod  intolerable  oppreflion  on  the  people  ;  to 
whom  he  had  been  obliged  to  grant  the  liberty 
of  wearing  arms  for  their  defence,  from  a  Well- 
grounded  apprehenfion,  that  if  he  had  not  per¬ 
mitted  them  to  do  this,  they  would  have  done  it 
without  his  authority  u. 

Requesens  had  too  much  fenfibility,  and  too 
little  llrength  of  mind,  either  to  endure  pa¬ 
tiently  the  mortifications,  or  to  encounter  re- 
folutely  the  difficulties,  to  which  fie  was  ex- 
pofed.  His  vexation  and  chagrin  preyed  incef- 
fantly  on  his  health  and  fpirits,  and  at  length 
brought  on  a  fever,  of  which  he  died  in  a  few 
days  ;  leaving  behind  him  a  much  higher  cha¬ 
racter  for  civil,  than  for  military  accompliffi- 
ments,  in  which  he  was  confeffedly  much  infe¬ 
rior  to  his  predecelfor  the  duke  of  Alvaw. 

1  Meteren,  p.  156. 

u  This  liberty  had  been  taken  from  them  by  the  duke  of 
Alva. 

_w  Thuanus,  tom.  iii.  p.464.  Strada,  tom.  ii.p.  35. 
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AFTER  the  death  of  Requefens,  who  had  Bxiv.K 

been  prevented  from  nominating  his  fuc-  - - 

ceffor  by  the  violence  of  his  difeafe,  the  council  The  govern- 
of  ftate  affumed  the  reins  of  government ;  and  band’s 'of  the 
as  the  king  hefitated  for  fome  time  in  his  ^"Cl1  ^ 
choice  of  a  governor,  he  found  it  neceffary 
to  confirm  their  authority. 


This  revolution  afforded  great  fatisfa&ion 
to  the  people  of  Holland  and  Zealand ;  who 
flattered  themfelves  with  hopes,  that  now,  when 
the  adminiftration  was  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  the  war  would  not  be  car¬ 
ried  on  with  the  fame  animofity  and  ardor  as 
Vol.  II.  N  before. 
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before.  At  firfl,  however,  the  council  en¬ 
tered  heartily  into  the  late  governor’s  defigns, 
and  profecuted  with  vigour  the  plan  of  ope¬ 
rations  which  he  had  left  unfinifhed.  And 
they  continued  to  do  fo  till  their  attention  was 
called  to  objects  of  a  ftill  more  interefting  na¬ 
ture,  than  the  reduction  of  the  maritime  pro¬ 
vinces. 

The  Spaniih  cavalry  had,  as  already  men¬ 
tioned,  begun  to  mutiny  before  the  death  of 
Requefens.  During  the  fiege  of  Ziricfee,  the 
infantry  remained  obedient  to  their  command¬ 
ers,  partly  from  being  kept  in  perpetual  em¬ 
ployment,  and  partly  from  the  hopes  of  en¬ 
riching  themfelves  by  the  plunder  of  that  city  ; 
but  being  difappointed  in  thefe  hopes  by  the 
articles  of  the  capitulation,  and  large  arrears 
being  due,  to  the  payment  of  which  even  the 
contributions  of  the  people  of  Ziricfee  were 
not  applied1,  they  flew  to  arms,  depofed  their 
officers,  defied  others,  and  a  commander  in 
chief  from  among  themfelves ;  and  then  having 
fworn  mutual  fidelity  over  the  facred  hoft, 
they  abandoned  all  their  eonq-uefts  which  had 
coll  them  fo  much  labour  and  blood,  and  palfed 
over  to  Brabant;  intending,  to  take  poflef- 

3  Meteren  fays,  that  the  Walloons  laid  hold  of  the  mo¬ 
ney,  and  with  great  dexterity  excluded  the  Spaniards  from 
the  town. 
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fion  of  fome  confiderable  fortified  place,  from 
whence  they  might  make  excurfions,  and  plun¬ 
der  the  neighbouring  towns  and  villages. 

The  council  of  flate  fent  count  Manfvelt  to 
appeafe  them ;  but  no  offers  or  prornifes  which 
the  count  was  empowered  to  make,  could  di¬ 
vert  them  from  their  defign.  They  hoped,  by 
the  rapidity  of  their  march,  to  have  entered 
Bruffels  by  furprife ;  but  both  the  inhabitants 
and  garrifon  were  prepared  to  oppofe  them. 
They  failed  likewife  in  an  attempt  on  Mechlin. 
Then  leaving  Brabant,  they  turned  fuddenly 
towards  Alloft  in  Flanders  ;  and  made  them- 
felves  mailers  of  that  town,  by  climbing  over 
the  walls  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  when 
the  citizens  were  off  their  guard.  They  could 
not  have  acquired  poffeffion  of  a  place  more 
fu'itable  to  their  defign  ;  as  it  was  fituated  in 
the  midfl  of  a  rich  and  fertile  country,  and  lay 
at  nearly  an  equal  diflance  from  Bruffels,  Ghent, 
and  Antwerp.  They  had  no  fooner  displayed 
the  flandard  of  rebellion  in  Alloft,  than  they 
were  joined  by  mofl  of  the  other  Spanifh  troops 
in  the  Low-Countries;  after  which  they  be¬ 
gan  to  exercife  every  fpecies  of  violence  and 
outrage,  both  againfl  the  citizens  and  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  country  round. 

N  2 
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The  prince  of  Orange  remained  not  idle  or 
unconcerned  in  this  critical  conjuncture.  He 
had  too  much  fagacity  not  to  difcern,  and  too 
much  zeal  and  dexterity  not  to  avail  himfelf  of 
fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of  advancing  his 
defigns.  By  his  letters,  and  emiflaries,  he 
endeavoured  to  roufe  the  fpirit  of  the  people, 
and  to  perfuade  the  council,  “  That  now  was 
the  time  when  they  might  deliver  themfelves 
for  ever  from  the  tyranny  of  Spain.  By  the 
good  providence  of  God,  the  government  had 
fallen  into  their  own  hands.  It  ought  to  be 
their  unalterable  purpofe,  to  hold  fall  the 
power  which  they  polfelfed,  and  to  employ  it 
in  delivering  their  fellow- citizens  from  that 
intolerable  load  of  mifery  under  which  they 
had  fo  long  groaned.  The  meafure  of  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  the  people,  and  of  the  iniquities  of 
the  Spaniards,  was  now  full.  There  was  no¬ 
thing  worfe  to  be  dreaded  than  they  had  already 
fuffered;  and  nothing  to  deter  them  from  re- 
folving  either  to  expel  their  rapacious  tyrants, 
or  to  perilh  in  the  glorious  attempt.” 


They  are 
declared  re¬ 
bels  by  the 
council. 


These  exhortations,  enforced  by  accounts 
which  were  propagated  of  the  enormities  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  Spanilh  troops,  found  an  eafy 
admittance  into  the  minds  of  perfons  of  all 
ranks.  The  council  of  Hate  were  no  lefs  in- 
t  flamed 
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flamed  than  the  people  ;  and  refolved  to  publifh  b 
an  edid,  declaring  the  Spaniards  to  be  rebels 
againft  the  king.  Barlaimont,  Manfvelt,  Vi-  I575- 
glius,  even  the  Spaniffi  officers  of  the  higheft 
rank,  and  Rhoda,  prefiaent  of  the  council  of 
tumults,  feemed  at  firlt  inclined  to  concur  with 
the  other  counfellors ;  but  perceiving  that  their 
refentment  was  not  confined  to  the  mutineers, 
but  extended  likewife  to  all  the  friends  of  the 
Spaniffi  government,  they  began  to  alleviate 
the  outrages  of  the  foldiers,  and  openly  op- 
pofed  the  publication  of  the  edid  ;  alleging, 
that  troops  which  had  mutinied  on  account  of 
not  receiving  their  pay,  could  not  juftly  be 
confidered  as  rebels  ;  and  that  the  edid  would 
ferve  only  to  exafperate  them  flill  more  againft 
the  people,  while  the  council  was  not  provided 
with  force  fufficient  to  reftrain  their  exceffes. 

But  thefe  reafons  were  held  in  great  contempt 
by  a  majority  of  the  council ;  who,  having  ex¬ 
pelled  the  diffenting  members,  accufed  them 
of  holding  correlpondence  with  the  mutineers, 
and  threw  them  into  prifon.  Then  having 
eleded  the  duke  d’Arfchot  for  their  prefident, 
in  the  room  of  Viglius,  they  publilhed  an  edid 
in  terms  ftrongly  calculated  to  increafe  the 
odium  againft  the  Spanifh  troops ;  calling  on 
the  people  to  concur  with  them  in  driving  out 
that  lawlefs  and  rapacious  crew,  who,  under 
the  pretext  of  procuring  payment  of  their  ar- 

N  3  rears, 
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rears,  would,  if  they  were  not  fpeedily  pre¬ 
vented,  bring  utter  ruin  upon  the  Nether¬ 
lands. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  confonant 
to  the  general  fpirit  of  the  Flemings,  than  the 
fentiments  contained  in  this  edi£t.  It  ferved 
as  fuel  to  that  flame  which  was  already  kindled, 
and  which  now  burft  out  with  redoubled  vio¬ 
lence.  To  give  greater  weight  to  the  mea- 
fures  which  had  been  already  taken,  and  to 
thofe  which  they  intended  to  purfue,  the  coun¬ 
cil  called  an  aflembly  of  the  States  ;  and  all 
the  provinces,  Luxemburg  excepted,  fent  de¬ 
puties  to  attend.  This  aflembly  had  no  fooner 
met  than  hoftilities  were  begun.  The  citadels 
of  Antwerp,  Ghent,  Valenciennes,  and  Utrecht, 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards.  Romero 
commanded  in  Lieres ;  and  Maeftricht  was 
garrifoned  by  fome  companies  of  German  in¬ 
fantry.  To  acquire  pofleflion  of  thefe  import¬ 
ant  fortrefles,  and  to  prevent  the  Spanilh 
troops  from  uniting  themfelves  into  one  body, 
were  the  objects  upon  which  the  States  bellow¬ 
ed  their  firft  and  principal  attention.  They 
were  fuccefsful  in  gaining  over  to  their  fide  the 
regiments  of  Walloons  in  the  Spanilh  fervice ; 
and  they  raifed  fo  great  a  number  of  militia  of 
the  country,  as,  when  joined  with  the  Walloons, 
formed  a  confiderabie  body  of  troops. 
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The  Spaniards,  on  the  other  hand,  prompted  book 

by  Rhoda,  and  animated  by  the  brave  and  > _ 

^Clive  d’ Avila,  exerted  themfelves  no  lefs  fire-  1576. 
nuoufly  in  counteracting  their  defigns.  An  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  name  of  Vargas,  having  drawn  to¬ 
gether  eight  hundred  horfe  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Maeflricht,  had  advanced  as  far  as 
Vifenach,  in  his  way  to  Allofl,  in  hopes  of  pre¬ 
vailing  on  the  mutineers  to  a£t  in  concert  with 
him.  At  Vifenach  he  was  met  by  two  thou- 
fand  foot  and  fix  hundred  horfe,  which  the 
States  had  fent  to  oppofe  him.  But  the  Spa¬ 
niards  were  not  fo  much  inferior  in  number,  as 
they  were  fuperior  in  military  difcipline.  Var¬ 
gas  fupplied  his  want  of  infantry  by  making  a 
company  of  Burgundians  quit  their  horfes. 

The  Flemilh  troops,  though  they  began  the 
attack  with  great  impetuofity,  fell  foon  into 
diforder ;  and  the  Spaniards  broke  in  upon  their 
ranks,  and  put  them  to  flight,  with  confiderable 
flaughter. 

Vargas  continued  his  route  to  Allofl ;  and 
was  feconded  in  his  applicatiod  to  the  mu¬ 
tineers,  by  d’ Avila  and  Romero  ;  but  neither 
the  importunity  of  their  officers,  nor  a  regard 
to  the  honour  of  their  nation,  or  to  their  per- 
fonal  fafety,  could  overcome  their  obflinate  re- 
folution  to  remain  in  Allofl,'  till  they  fhould  re¬ 
ceive  payment  of  thefe  arrears.  From  Allofl, 

N  4  Vargas 
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Vargas  led  his  troops,  with  the  utmoft  expedi¬ 
tion,  to  .Maeftricht,  which,  he  was  informed, 
the  Germans  in  garrifon  there  had  agreed  to 
deliver  to  the  States.  The  execution  of  their 
defign  had  been  retarded  by  fome  companies 
of  Spaniards,  a  part  of  whom  were  in  poffeflion 
of  one  of  the  gates,  and  the  reft  ftationed  in  the 
town  of  Vich.  This  town  lies  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  river,  and  is  connected  with  Maeftricht 
by  a  bridge  over  the  Maefe.  Vargas,  having 
tranfported  his  troops,  and  joined  his  country¬ 
men  at  Vich,  had  a  ftffrp  engagement  with  the 
townfmen  upon  the  bridge  ;  but  as  they  were 
not  fupported  by  the  Germans,  he  foon  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  retire.  They  paid  dear  for  this 
attempt  to  affert  their  liberty.  The  Germans, 
inftead  of  adding  as  their  friends,  united  with 
the  Spaniards,  and  both  together  plundered  the 
town  without  mercy  b. 

But  the  memory  of  the  calamities  which 
the  people  of  Maeftricht  experienced  on  this 
occafion,  was  effaced  by  thofe  which  foon  af¬ 
terwards  befel  the  citizens  of  Antwerp.  The 
States  had  laboured  in  vain  to  perfuade  the 
Spanfth  garrifon  in  the  citadel  to  deliver  it  into 
their  hands.  They  now  refolved  to  compel 
them  ;  and,  with  this  view,  they  had  brought 

D  Meteren,  p,  164.  Bentivoglio,  p.  178. 
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into  the  city  a  numerous  body  of  Walloons  and  book 
other  troops.  They  had  much  reafon  for  that 
folicitude  with  which  they  defired  to  get  pof-  W6- 
feffion  of  this  important  fortrefs  ;  which,  on 
the  one  fide,  communicated  with  the  town,  by 
a  fpacious  efplanade,  and  on  the  other,  with 
the  adjacent  country.  The  States  were  not 
fufficiently  aware  of  the  danger  to  which,  from 
thefe  two  circumfiances  united,  the  city  of 
Antwerp  was  expofed.  Champigny c  the  go¬ 
vernor  had  endeavoured  to  roufe  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  danger,  and  had  earneflly  exhorted 
them  to  block  up  the  efplanade  by  batteries  and 
trenches ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  order  all 
the  troops  that  could  be  fpared,  to  encamp 
without  the  town,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  Spa¬ 
niards  at  Alloft  and  other  places  from  entering 
the  citadel.  But  they  wholly  neglected  the 
latter  part  of  this  advice,  and  they  were  too 
late  in  beginning  to  put  the  former  in  execu¬ 
tion.  They  believed  that  the  garrifon  would 
not  venture  to  Tally  out  upon  the  town,  in 
which  there  was  fo  great  a  number  of  troops 
to  oppofe  them ;  and  they  flattered  themfelves 
with  the  hopes  of  being  able  to  compel  them  to 
furrender,  before  they  could  receive  affi  fiance 
from  their  countrymen.  For  this  purpofe,  two 

c  He  was  brother  to  cardinal  Granvelle,  and  was  a? 
averfe  from  the  Spanilh  intereft  as  his  brother  was  attached 
to  it. 

flrong 
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book  ftrong  batteries  were  planted  on  the  efplanade  ; 

_ w  while  the  townfmen  were  employed,  either  in 

?->76-  pulhing  forward  the  trenches,  or  in  railing 
mounds  for  the  fecurity  of  the  town. 

The  fiege  of  the  callle  of  Ghent  was  carried 
on  at  the  fame  time,  and  the  States  had  con¬ 
ceived  the  mod  fanguine  expectations  of  fucr 
cefs ;  when  the  noife  of  the  artillery  reached 
from  both  places  to  the  mutineers  in  Alloft ; 
and,  awakening  in  them  fome  fparks  of  their 
native  warlike  ferocity,  produced  a  more 
powerful  effeCt  upon  their  minds,  than  all 
the  exhortations  apd  entreaties  of  their  com¬ 
manders. 

Navarese,  their  leader,  feized  dexteroully 
this  opportunity  which  their  prefent  difpofition 
afforded  him  ;  and,  calling  them  together,  ex¬ 
horted  them  to  refleCt  upon  the  folly  of  differ¬ 
ing  the  fortreffes  befieged  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Flemings.  “  That  artillery,”  faid  he3 
“  which  is  now  thundering  in  our  ears,  is 
levelled  againft  us,  no  lefs  than  againft  the  gar- 
rifons  of  Ghent  and  Antwerp.  When  the 
Flemings  lhall  have  fubdued  the  reft  of  our 
countrymen,  can  we  doubt  that  they  will  next 
turn  their  arms  againft  us,  who  are  the  prin¬ 
cipal  objeCts  of  their  refentment  ?  Can  you 
imagine  that  the  States  will  then  lend  a  more 

favourable 
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favourable  ear,  than  at  prefent,  to  your  re¬ 
quells  ?  Believe  me,  they  will  ere  long  extin- 
guilh  the  debt  which  they  owe  you,  in  .your 
blood.  Let  us  march  inflantly  to  the  relief  of 
the  citadel  of  Antwerp.  We  fhall  foon  oblige 
the  enemy  to  raife  the  liege.  We  fhall,  in  fpite 
of  the  townfmen,  and  the  raw  troops  which 
they  have  brought  to  their  affiltance,  /make 
ourfelves  mailers  of  the  richeft  city  in  the  world, 
and  take  ample  revenge  for  the  unworthy  treat¬ 
ment  we  have  received.” 

He  would  have  proceeded ;  but  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  fhouts  of  applaufe,  and  exclamations 
from  every  quarter,  to  arms  !  to  arms !  They 
were  now  as  impatient  to  leave  AUofl,  as  they 
had  formerly  been  relu&ant.  On  the  third 
day  of  November,  and  only  a  few  hours  before 
fun-fet,  they  began  their  march ;  hoping  to 
reach  the  citadel  of  Antwerp  early  next  morn¬ 
ing,  unobferved  by  the  enemy.  Having  found 
greater  difficulty  in  palling  the  Scheld  than 
they  expe&ed,  they  did  not  arrive  till  noon ; 
notwithllanding  which,  being  joined  by  foqr 
hundred  horfe,  under  Vargas  and  Romero, 
who  had  adled  in  concert  with  Navarel'e,  they 
entered  the  citadel,  without  meeting  with  the 
leaft  oppolition.  The  citizens  were  no  fooner 
informed  of  their  arrival,  than  they  fufpe&ed 
their  defign,  and  were  filled  with  the  moll 
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dreadful  apprehenfions.  Champigny  the  go¬ 
vernor,  whofe  advice  had  been  fo  unfortunately 
difregarded,  faw  the  approaching  florm,  and 
did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  avert  it. 

But  the  impetuofity  of  the  mutineers  did  not 
leave  him  time  for  completing  the  arrangements 
which  he  intended.  Thefe  men,  impelled  at 
once  by  avarice  and  revenge,  rejected  with 
difdain  the  invitation  given  by  d’ Avila  to  re- 
pofe  and  refrefh  themfelves  after  their  march. 
With  rage  and  fury  in  their  countenances, 
they  demanded  the  fignal  to  advance ;  calling 
out,  that  they  were  determined,  before  night, 
either  to  perifh  in  the  conflict,  or  to  fix  their 
quarters  in  the  city.  They  were  in  number  be¬ 
tween  two  and  three  thoufand,  and  the  gar- 
rifon,  together  with  the  troops  brought  by 
Vargas  and  Romero,  amounted  nearly  to  the 
fame  number.  Navarefe  led  on  the  mutineers, 
and  the  remainder  were  commanded  by  Ro¬ 
mero.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  intrepidity 
with  which  thefe  two  determined  bands,  vying 
with  each  other,  attacked  the  trenches.  The 
citizens  difplayed,  at  the  firft  onfet,  great 
bravery  and  refolution ;  but  being  unable 
long  to  withftand  the  impetuous  attack  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  being  galled  at  the  fame  time 
by  the  artillery  of  the  citadel,  they  at  length 
gave  way,  and  fled  with  precipitation  along 
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the  two  ftreets  which  lead  from  the  parade  into 
the  centre  of  the  city.  The  Spaniards  were  fe- 
conded  by  their  cavalry ;  which  bore  down  all 
before  themr  and  followed  clofe  upon  the  rear 
of  the  vanquilhed,  till  they  reached  the  great 
fquare,  in  the  centre  of  which  hands  the  Guild¬ 
hall  or  Palace.  There  the  fugitives,  being  joined 
by  fome  frefh  troops,  made  a  halt,  and  rallied; 
but  they  were  foon  broken  a  fecond  time,  and 
would  have  been  all  cut  to  pieces,  it  they  had 
not  taken  Ihelter  in  the  palace,  and  in  houfes 
of  the  fquare.  From  the  windows  they  kept, 
for  fome  time,  a  brifk  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
and  did  confiderable  execution ;  but  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  who  were  accompanied  by  the  retainers 
of  their  camp,  fet  fire  to  the  houfes,  with  hay; 
draw,  and  other  combuftible  materials,  not 
fparing  even  the  palace  itfelf ;  which  was  ef- 
teemed  one  of  the  riched  and  mod  magnificent 
in  the  world.  It  was  quickly  reduced  to  allies ; 
and  of  thofe  who  had  taken  refuge  in  it,  fome 
perifhed  in  the  flames,  and  Tome  by  the  fword 
in  attempting  to  efcape,  while  others  frantic 
with  defpair  flung  themfelves  headlong  from  the 
windows d. 

The  Spaniards  then  difperfed  themfelves 
over  the  city  ;  overpowering  all  oppofition  with 
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book  irrefiftible  impetuofity.  Had  their  number 
been  fufEcient  either  to  murder,  or  to  over- 
*576.  take  the  multitude  that  fled  before  them,  the 
carnage  of  that  memorable  day  would  have 
been  Hill  more  dreadful.  Of  the  citizens  near 
feven  thoufand  perifhed  ;  while  the  lofs  of  the 
Spaniards  amounted  only  to  two  hundred  men. 
So  great  is  the  fuperiority  in  battle,  of  regular 
difcipline,  and  prompt  obedience  to  com¬ 
mand.  For  though  the  citizens  fought  with 
extraordinary  courage,  like  men  whofe  all  was 
at  flake,  they  adted  not  in  concert ;  and  al¬ 
though  they  had  been  marfhalled  by  Cham- 
pigny,  as  well  as  the  time  would  allow,  yet,* 
from  want  of  practice,  they  were  foon  thrown 
into  confufion,  and,  from  the  fame  caufe,  they 
were  unable  to  recover  their  ranks,  or  return  to 
the  charge. 

Justice  would  oblige  us  to  beftow  on  the 
Spanifh  troops  the  praife  due  to  the  mofl  heroic 
valour,  if,  befides  the  rapacity  which  impelled 
them,  they  had  not  disfigured  the  luftre  of 
their  victory  by  exercifing  a  degree  of  barba¬ 
rous  cruelty,  of  which,  at  that  period,  the  Spa** 
niards  alone,  of  all  the  nations  in  Europe, 
feem  to  have  been  capable.  Antwerp,  at  the 
time  of  this  cataftrophe,  was  in  the  mofl  flou- 
rifhing  condition.  Companies  of  merchants 
from  almoft  every  commercial  nation,  refided 
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hi  it,  poffefling  florelioiifes  and  fadtories  filled 
with  the  moll  precious  commodities.  Great 
numbers  of  the  citizens  too  were  the  wealthiest 

,  i 

in  Europe.  Their  magnificent  houfes  were 
adorned  with  the  molt  coftly  furniture ;  and 
their  {hops  and  warehoufes  ftored  with  gold  and 
Silver  fluffs,  and  all  other  kinds  of  valuable  ef¬ 
fects,  collected  from  every  corner  of  the  globe. 
Upon  thefe  the  Spaniards  feized,  without  any 
difcrimination  of  the  owners,  and  without  con¬ 
sidering  whether  the  perfons,  whom  they  pil¬ 
laged,  were  friends  or  enemies.  The  plunder 
that  lay  open  and  unconcealed  was  immenfe ; 
but  was  far  from  being  fufficient  to  fatiate  the 
avarice  of  the  Spaniards.  They  exercifed  the 
mofl  unrelenting  cruelty  upon  all  whom  they 
fufpedted  to  have  concealed  their  treafures ;  and 
nothing  was  to  be  heard  in  the  city,  but  either 
the  fhrieks  and  groans  of  the  fufferers,  or  the 
lamentations  of  thofe  whom  they  compelled  to 
behold  the  torments  of  their  hufbands,  wives, 
or  children.  Cotemporary  hiflorians  have  de- 
fcribed  fome  of  the  feveral  fpecies  of  torture 
which  they  inflicted ;  but  the  reader’s  modefly 
would  be  offended,  and  his  humanity  Shocked, 
by  the  recital e. 

In  this  manner  were  thefe  men,  for  three 
days  and  nights,  employed  in  plundering  and 
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butchering  by  turns,  a  people  who  were  fubjefts 
of  the  fame  prince  as  themfelves,  and  from  whom 
(whatever  ground  of  complaint  they  might  pre¬ 
tend  againft  the  council  of  date)  they  had  never 
received  the  fmalleft  injury  or  provocation.  Nor 
does  it  appear  that  their  officers  interpofed  to 
moderate  their  exceffes,  till  the  foldiers,  ex- 
haufted  with  fatigue,  were  about  to  give  over  of 
themfelves. 

I 

The  money  in  fpecie  which  was  extorted, 
amounted  at  lead:  to  eight  millions  of  guilders, 
befides  an  immenfe  quantity  of  gold  and  fxlver, 
in  plate,  duffs,  and  furniture,  which  the  owners 
were  not  able  to  redeem.  The  lofs  which  the 
people  of  Antwerp  fufrained  by  the  burning  of 
fo  many  buildings,  was  not  lefs  than  what  they 
fuffered  by  the  rapacity  of  the  foldiers.  The 
mod  beautiful  part  of  the  city  was  burnt  to  the 
ground ;  and  great  numbers  of  Ihops  and  ware- 
houfes,  containing  the  richeft  goods,  were  con- 
fumed  to  allies f. 

Whilst  the  barbarity  exercifed  againft  the 
inhabitants  of  Antwerp,  excited  fentiments  of 
compaffion  towards  the  unhappy  fufferers,  it 
greatly  augmented  that  abhorrence  which  the 

f  Meteren,  p.  164.  Thuanus,  tom.  iii.  p.471.  Benti- 
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Flemings  already  entertained  towards  the  Spa-  book 
niards,  and  made  them  more  folieitous  than 
ever  to  deliver  themfelves  from  a  yoke  which  1S?6, 
was  now  become  intolerable.  But  the  great 
fuperiority  which  the  Spanifh  troops  difcovered 
on  every  occafion  over  the  raw  undifciplined 
forces  of  the  States,  created  much  anxiety  with 
regard  to  the  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours.  The 
council  of  (late  perceived  the  neceffity  of  hav¬ 
ing  recourfe  to  foreign  aid  ;  and  they  willingly 
accepted  an  offer,  which  was  made  them  at 
this  juncture  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  of  fome 
cannon,  ammunition,  and  troops,  with  which 
they  pufhed  forward  the  fiege  of  the  citadel 
of  Ghent,  and  foon  obliged  the  garrifon  to  ca¬ 
pitulate. 


This  feafonable  affiftance  contributed  not  a 
little  to  advance  the  prince’s  views.  Imme¬ 
diately  after  the  death  of  Requefens,  he  had 
proje&ed  a  fcheme  of  uniting  all  the  provinces, 
and  had  exerted  himfeif  with  great  a&ivity  and 
addrefs,  in  carrying  it  into  execution.  The 
States  entered  readily  into  his  ideas.  Deputies 
were  appointed,  and  inverted  with  proper 
powers,  by  the  feveral  provinces;  and  in  the 
congrefs,  which  was  held  at  Ghent,  a  treaty  of  Ghe-t°f 
confederacy  was  concluded,  under  which  all 
the  provinces,  except  Luxemburg,  were  com¬ 
prehended. 
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book  In  this  confederacy,  fo  well  known  in  the 

XI V  .  J 

hiftory  of  the  Netherlands  by  the  name  of  the 

*576.  Pacification  of  Ghent,  it  was  agreed  between 
the  Catholic  provinces  on  the  one  hand,  and  ■ 
thofe  of  Holland  and  Zealand,  with  the  prince 
of  Orange,  on  the  other,  that  there  fhould  fub- 
fift  between  them  an  inviolable  alliance,  peace, 
and  friendfhip  ;  that  all  pall  injuries  Ihould  be 
buried  in  oblivion  ;  that  all  prifoners,  and  in 
particular  the  count  de  Bolfut,  Ihould  be  fet  at 
liberty  without  ranfom  ;  that  the  contracting 
parties  Ihould,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 
affilt  each  other  in  expelling  the  Spaniards 
from  the  Netherlands ;  that  as  foon  as  the  pro¬ 
vinces  Ihould  be  delivered  from  thefe  bloody 
oppreffors,  and  tranquillity  eltablilhed,  a  ge¬ 
neral  alfembly  Ihould  be  held  of  the  States  of 
all  the  provinces,  for  redreffing  grievances, 
reforming  abufes,  and  reftoring  the  conllitution 
to  its  primaeval  Hate ;  that  the  prince  of 
Orange  Ihould  remain  high  admiral  and  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  maritime  provinces ;  and  that  he, 
and  ail  others,  whofe  property  had  been  con- 
11  fcated,  Ihould  be  reinllated  in  their  poIfelTions 
and  dignities  ;  that  all  the  decrees  of  the  duke 
of  Alva,  relative  to  the  tumults  and  herefy, 
Ihould  be  abolilhed  ;  but  that  in  the  Catholic 
provinces,  only  the  Roman  catholic  religion 
fhould  be  exercifed  ;  while  in  thofe  of  Hol¬ 
land  and  Zealand,  all  matters,  whether  civil  or 
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religious,  fhould  remain  on  their  prefent  foot-  book 

in g,  till  a  general  aflembly  of  all  the  States  1 _ 

fhould  be  held  f.  1^6, 

The  deputies  who  were  now  convened,  whom  Al.rival  af 
the  hiflorians  call  likewife  by  the  name  of  the  ®  Al^rhia 
States,  entered  immediately  upon  the  execution 
of  the  articles  of  this  confederacy,  by  tranfport- 
ing  to  the  frontier  of  France  fuch  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  as  had  been  taken  prifoners  in  the  citadel 
of  Ghent :  and  they  had  begun  to  make  pre¬ 
parations  to  diflodge  them  from  other  places, 
when  they  were  informed  that  Don  John  of 
Auftria,  whom  Philip  had  made  choice  of  for 
governor,  had  arrived  in  the  province  of 
Luxemburg.  In  fome  refpefts  Don  John  was 
admirably  qualified  for  this  new  ftation,  to 
which  his  brother  had  appointed  him.  His 
affable  and  infmuating  manners  were  fitted  to 
conciliate  the  affe&ions  of  the  people  whom  he 
had  been  fent  to  govern ;  and  his  military 
accomplifhments  qualified  him  to  purfue  the 
war  with  vigour,  againft  the  revolted  pro¬ 
vinces.  But  in  the  critical  fituation  into  which 
the  late  enormities  of  the  Spaniards  had  brought 
the  Netherlands,  other  talents  befides  thefe 
were  requifite ;  fuch  as  prudence,  patience, 
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book  and  felf-command,  together  with  fkill  and  dex- 
xiv.  .  .  ° 

terity  in  managing  the  paffions  and  the  pre- 

15 :6-  judices  of  men  ;  qualifications  which  Don  John 

pofifefled  not  in  an  eminent  degree. 

ms  pm-  His  conduct  upon  his  firft  arrival  was  ill 
dente.  calculated  to  allay  thofe  fufpicions  which  the 

Flemings  entertained  of  the  king’s  defign  in 
fending  him  to  the  Netherlands.  Having 
flopt  at  Luxemburg,  he  wrote  letters  to  the 
council  and  the  States,  in  which  he  informed 
them,  that  he  would  not  come  to  Bruflels,  the 
ufual  refidence  of  their  governors,  unlefs  hof- 
tages  were  given  him  for  their  peaceable  be¬ 
haviour,  a  guard  appointed  for  the  fecurity  of 
his  perfon,  and  the  fame  unlimited  command 
of  the  fleet  and  army  conferred  upon  him,  which 
the  preceding  governors  had  enjoyed.  He  la¬ 
mented  the  outrages  which  had  been  committed 
by  the  Spanifh  troops;  and  promifed,  that,  if 
the  States  and  people  fhould  maintain  their  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  king,  and  their  profeffion  of  the 
catholic  faith,  the  injuries  which  they  had  fuf- 
tained,  fhould  not  pafs  unpunifhed.  But  he 
added,  that  if  they  failed  in  either  of  thefe  re- 
fpefts,  they  fhould,  in  that  event,  find  him 
no  lefs  prepared  for  war,  than  he  was  inclined 
to  peace8. 
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The  States  and  council  were  ignorant,  till  B^^K 
they  received  thefe  letters,  of  the  light  in  which  ^ 
their  late  conduct  was  considered  by  the  court  '5/6' 

J  The  States 

of  Spain.  They  believed  that,  as  the  lteps  apply  for 
which  they  had  taken  were  necelfary  for  the  the  prince 
prefervation  of  the  people,  it  was  impoflible  Cl-,nsc* 
they  could  be  offenfive  to  the  king ;  and  they 
were  extremely  furprifed,  thus  to  meet  not 
only  with  diftruffc,  but  even  threats,  and  a  de¬ 
fiance  where  they  were  confcious  of  having 
merited  approbation  and  applaufe.  They 
trembled  therefore  at  the  thoughts  of  putting 
themfelves  in  the  power  of  the  new  governor, 
and  were  greatly  at  a  lofs  to  determine  what 
anfwer  they  fiiould  return  to  his  demands.  On 
this  occafion  they  had  recourfe  to  the  prince 
of  Orange  for  advice.  And  William  readily 
embraced  the  opportunity,  which  was  thus 
prefented  to  him,  of  confirming  his  country¬ 
men  in  thofe  fufpicions  to  which  the  governor’s 
conduft  had  given  rife. 

cc  As  it  wras  but  too  manifeft,”  he  faid,  His  advice, 
“  from  the  (train  of  Don  John’s  letter,  that  he  ^30, 
intended  to  tread  in  the  footfteps  of  his  prede-  I5?6‘ 
ceffors,  the  States  and  council  had  much  need 
to  exert  all  their  firmnefs,  prudence,  and  cir- 
cumfpeftion.  They  ought  ferioully  to  confider 
the  important  charge  with  which  they  were  en- 
trufted  j  and  to  remember,  that  upon  their 
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prefent  conduft  it  depended,  whether  they, 
&rtd  their  wives,  and  children,  and  fellow- 
citizens,  Ihould  for  the  future  enjoy  thofe 
rights  which  belonged  to  them  as  natives  of 
the  Low  Countries,  or  Ihould  be  again  ex- 
pofed  to  the  lawlefs  tyranny  of  the  Spaniards. 
They  ought  to  exercife  with  vigour  the  power 
which  they  pofieffed,  and  refolutely  rejedt  all 
terms  of  agreement  with  the  governor,  by 
which  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  State  might 
be  brought  into  danger,  or  their  own  authority 
abridged.  Enter  not,  faid  he,  into  any  ac¬ 
commodation  with  him,  till  the  Spaniards,  and 
all  other  foreign  troops,  be  a&ually  difmiffed. 
Truft  not  to  any  foothing  promifes  which  he 
may  give  you,  of  difmifling  them  at  a  more 
convenient  feafon.  Remember  how  the  king 
himfelf,  when  he  went  to  Spain,  affured  you, 
that  the  troops  which  he  then  left  behind  him, 
ihould,  in  three  months  afterwards,  be  with¬ 
drawn,  and  yet  they  were  buffered  to  remain 
for  more  than  a  year  and  a  half ;  and  would, 
notwithkanding  your  folicitations,  have  kill 
remained,  if  the  calamity  which  befel  his  army 
in  Africa,  had  not  made  it  neceffary  for  him  to 
remove  them.  Let  no  confideration  perfuade 
you  to  liken  to  Don  John’s  requek  of  the  un¬ 
limited  command  of  your  forces.  By  granting 
this,  you  will  furnifh  him  with  weapons  againk 
yourfelves.  Nothing  can  exprefs  his  dikruk 

more 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 


more  ftronglv,  than  his  unprecedented  requi- 
fitions  of  hoftages,  and  a  guard  for  the  fecurity 
of  his  perfon.  If  you  comply  with  thefe  de¬ 
mands,  you  will  enable  him  to  annihilate  your 
authority  and  to  trample  under  foot  your  mod 
facred  rights  and  laws.  It  is  impodible  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  one  who  difcovers  fo  much  folicitude 
to  drip  you  of  your  power,  can  ferioufly  in¬ 
tend  your  welfare.  Is  it  not  more  reafonable 
that  the  governor  fhould  trud  the  States,  than 
that  the  States  fhould  lay  themfelves  at  the 
mercy  of  the  governor  ?  fuch  demands  were 
never  made,  even  by  your  princes  themfelves ; 
whofe  practice  always  was,  to  come  unarmed  to 
your  ademblies,  and  to  take  an  oath  to  main¬ 
tain  your  privileges,  before  they  received  from 
you  any  promife  of  obedience.  Confent  not  to 
put  yourfelves  under  the  power  of  John  of 
Audria,  upon  eafier  terms  than  have  been  ever 
iniided  upon  with  your  native  princes.  Re¬ 
quire  him,  previoufly  to  his  admidion,  to  in- 
terpofe  his  authority  for  the  immediate  depart¬ 
ure  of  the  Spanidi  troops ;  and  fo.lemnly  to  en¬ 
gage  to  govern  the  State  according  to  its  fun¬ 
damental  laws h.  To  thefe  conditions,  your 
late  fatal  experience  will  judify  you,  if  you 
add,  that  you  diall  have  the  power  of  adem- 

h  Plere  the  prince  mentions  the  particular  privileges  to 
which  he  alludes,  and  the  times  when  they  were  obtained. 
Meteren,  p.  175. 
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book  bling  yourfelves  twice,  or  even  thrice  a  year,  if 
you  (hall  judge  it  to  be  expedient ;  that  the 
h?6-  citadels  fhall  be  rafed  to  the  ground  ;  that  the 
right  of  appointing  the  governors  and  magis¬ 
trates  fhall  be  veiled  in  you  ;  and  that,  with¬ 
out  your  confent,  no  military  force  {hall  be 
levied,  and  no  garrifons  flationed  in  the  towns 
or  forts.  At  prefent,  it  little  imports  you  to 
confider  whether  or  not  this  conduft  will  give 
offence  to  the  king,  for  it  is  mere  delufion,  if 
you  flatter  yourfelves  that  you  have  not  already 
offended  him.  Promifes,  Soothing  Speeches, 
and  profemons  of  affedion  on  his  part,  will  not 
be  wanting  ;  but  you  will  difcover  the  laff  de¬ 
gree  or  weaknefs,  if,  after  what  you  have  ex¬ 
perienced  for  Several  years  paft,  you  are  not 
fenfible,  that  nothing  now  remains  for  you, 
but  either  miferably  to  bend  under  the  yoke, 
from  which  you  have  So  happily  efcaped,  or  to 
employ  with  vigour  and  fortitude  the  means 
with  which  providence  has  furnifhed  you  ;  and 
which,  I  doubt  not,  may  yet  prove  effectual 
for  your  fecurity,  provided  you  maintain  har¬ 
mony  and  concord  among  yourfelves'.” 


The  States 
apply  for 
aid  to  fo¬ 
reign 
powers. 


This  letter,  in  fome  meafure,  produced  the 
defired  effed.  It  put  to  Silence  all  thcfe  who 
were  for  receiving  Don  John  on  his  own  terms ; 


1  Meteren,  p.  175,  176. 
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and  the  States,  more  fufpicious  than  ever  of  boo  ic 
his  defign,  refolved  to  infill  upon  the  dimiffion  .  v'__ 

of  the  troops,  and  the  confirmation  of  the  paci-  1576- 
fication  of  Ghent,  as  conditions,  without  which 
they  would  never  agree  to  acknowledge  his  au¬ 
thority.  And  that  they  might  not  be  found 
unprepared,  in  cafe  of  his  rCfufal,  they  gave 
orders  for  making  new  levies ;  drew  together  an 
army  at  Wavre,  between  Brulfels  and  Namur; 
and  difpatched  ambaffadors  to  folicit  afliflance 
from  foreign  courts. 

In  Germany,  where  they  were  powerfully 
feconded  in  their  applications  by  the  prince  of 
Orange,  they  engaged  in  their  interefts  John 
Cafimire,  count  palatine  of  the  Rhine.  In 
France  they  did  not  confine  their  application 
to  the  Calvinilts,  but  likewife  prevailed  upon 
the  duke  of  Anjou,  the  king’s  brother,  to 
efpoufe  their  caufe,  by  fetting  before  him  the 
profpedt  of  an  eflablifhment  in  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  more  fuitable  to  his  rank  than  he  could 
expeft  to  obtain  in  his  brother’s  dominions. 

From  the  queen  of  England,  their  envoy  met 
with  the  mod  gracious  reception.  It  was  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  highefl  fstisfaclion  to  this  fagacious 
princefs,  to  fee  her  inveterate  enemy  thus  em¬ 
broiled  with  his  Flemifh  fubje&s ;  but,  as  fhe 
was  (till  defirous  to  avoid  an  open  rupture  with 
Philip,  fhe  chofe  to  affifl  them  with  money 

2  rather 
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rather  than  with  troops,  and  gave  them  forty 
thoufand  pounds,  with  a  promife  of  continu¬ 
ing  her  favour,  on  condition  (which  fine  added 
in  order  to  fave  appearances)  that  they  ffiould 
adhere  to  the  pacification  of  Ghent,  and  not 
throw  off  their  allegiance  to  their  legal  fove- 
reign. 

Their  nego-  While  the  States  were  making  thefe  pre- 

tiation  with  .  .  .  .  .  r 

Don  jubn.  parations  to  vindicate  their  rights  oy  force  oi 
arms,  they  fincerely  defired  to  attain  their  end, 
by  negotiation  with  the  governor.  For  they 
had  too  long  groaned  under  the  calamities  of 
war,  not  to  wifh  mod  earneflly  for  peace,  pro¬ 
vided  that  bleffmg  could  be  fecured  without 
making  a  facrifice  of  their  liberties.  Don 
John,  on  the  other  hand,  difcovered  an  ex¬ 
treme  reluctance  to  comply  with  the  condi¬ 
tions  which  they  required  of  him  ;  but  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  diffemble  his  fentiments,  and  at¬ 
tempted,  by  fair  fpeeches,  to  cajole  and  de¬ 
ceive  them.  Still,  however,  he  continued  to 
{hew  his  diffidence,  by  infilling  upon  having  a 
numerous  guard  for  his  perfon ;  and  by  refut¬ 
ing  his  content  to  the  departure  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  unlefs  the  States  ffiould  at  the  fame  time 
difmifs  the  foreign  troops  in  their  fervice,  and 
give  hoftages,  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  a 
neutral  power,  till  their  engagements  ffiould  be 
fulfilled. 
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The  States,  whofe  jealoufy  was  kept  alive  book 
by  the  repeated  warnings  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  eafily  penetrated  into  Don  John’s  de-  ^z6- 
figns ;  and  they  refolved,  if  poflible,  to  con¬ 
vince  him,  by  one  decifive  ftep,  that  it  was  in 
vain  for  him  to  expeft  that  they  would  ever 
depart  from  the  terms  propofed.  In  their  af- 
fembly  at  Bruffels,  on  the  fifth  of  January  one  T577- 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventy-feven,  they 
drew  up  a  new  deed  of  union,  in  which  they 
engaged  in  the  mofl  folemn  manner,  to  main¬ 
tain  inviolably  for  ever  the  pacification  of 
Ghent ;  to  fpare  neither  their  goods,  their  per- 
fons,  nor  their  lives,  in  order  to  fulfil  it ;  and 
to  regard  as'  perjured  traitors,  all  thofe  who, 
participating  in  the  prefent  union,  fhould  by 
word,  deed,  or  counfel,  counteract  it.  A  copy 
of  this  deed,  fubfcribed  by  the  governor  and 
deputies  of  all  the  towns  and  provinces  ;  by  the 
nobility,  prelates,  and  other  dignified  ecclefiaf- 
tics ;  and  by  the  members  of  tribunals,  councils, 
colleges,  and  chapters,  together  with  a  folemn 
ratification  of  it  by  the  council,  was  fent  by  the 
States  to  Don  John,  as  their  final  anfwer  to  his 
demands  k. 

This  meafure  contributed  not  a  little  to  Theiragree- 
promote  the  end  propofed.  It  gave  Don  John  a  him. 


k  Meteren,  p,  179. 


proof 


204 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


BOOK. 

XIV. 


March  I 


proof  of  firmnefs  on  the  part  of  the  States, 
which  he  little  expe&ed,  and  {hewed  him  the 
neceflity  of  either  agreeing  to  the  conditions 
which  they  fo  earneftly  required,  or  of  refolving 
inftantly  to  have  recourfe  to  arms.  Inflamed 
by  ambition  and  the  love  of  war,  he  would  not 
have  hefltated  a  moment  what  part  to  act, 
had  not  his  inftru&ions  from  the  king  required 
that  he  thould  avoid  coming  to  an  open  rup- 
tuie  with  the  Catholic  provinces.  He  confi- 
dered  likewife,  that  the  States  had  got  the  flart 
of  him,  and  were  already  well  prepared  to  repel 
force  by  force.  Nor  was  he  ignorant  of  the  en¬ 
couragement  which  they  had  received,  to  hope 
for  fuccour  from  the  neighbouring  powers ;  or 
of  the  danger  to  which  great  numbers  of  the 
Spanifh  troops,  furrounded  by  their  enemies, 
were  expofed,  of  being  reduced  by  famine.  In¬ 
fluenced  by  thefe  confiderations,  and  trufting 
that  ere  long,  after  quieting  their  fufpicions,  op¬ 
portunities  would  offer  of  depriving  the  States 
by  degrees  of  that  power  of  which  they  were 
at  prefent  fo  tenacious,  he  entered  into  a  nego¬ 
tiation  with  their  deputies  at  Marche  en  Famine, 
a  city  in  Luxemburg ;  and  after  many  obftruc- 
2>  tions  and  difficulties,  concluded  a  treaty  with 
them,  which  they  fondly  termed  the  perpetual 
edid. 


In 
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In  this  treaty  he  engaged,  that  all  the  10-  book. 
reign  troops  in  the  fervice  of  Spain  fhould 
leave  the  Netherlands,  and  never  return  thither  15i7- 
without  the  confent  of  the  States  ;  that  the 
Spaniards  and  Italians  fhould  depart  within  the 
fpace  of  forty  days,  and  the  Germans,  imme¬ 
diately  after  receiving  fatisfadlion  with  regard 
to  their  arrears  ;  and  that  all  the  cities  and 
forts  poffefied  by  thefe  troops  fhould,  as  foon 
as  they  were  reiinquifhed,  be  delivered  to  the 
States,  together  with  the  flores  of  ammunition, 
arms,  and  provifions.  He  ratified  the  pacifi¬ 
cation  of  Ghent.  He  confented  that  all  pri- 
foners  detained  on  account  of  the  late  difturb- 
ances,  fhould  immediately  be  fet  at  liberty,  ex¬ 
cept  the  count  of  Buren  And  he  promifed 
that  diligent  inquiry  fhould  be  made  concern¬ 
ing  the  outrages  lately  committed  by  the 
troops ;  that  juftice  fhould  be  executed  againfl 
the  guilty,  and  a  reafonable  compenfation  made 
to  the  fufferers,  either  in  the  Netherlands,  or  in 
Spain,  according  as  the  king  fhould  be  pleafed 
to  determine. 

The  States,  on  the  other  hand,  engaged  to 
preferve  inviolable  their  allegiance  to  the 
king,  to  maintain  the  profeffion  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith  throughout  all  the  provinces ;  to 

1  Son  of  the  prince  of  Orange. 

receive 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


20  6 


BOOK 

XIV. 

*577- 


receive  Don  John  as  governor  general  of  the 
Netherlands  ;  and  immediately  to  furnifh  him 
with  fix  hundred  thoufand  florins,  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  Italian  and  Spanilh  troops,  in  order 
to  prevail  on  them  the  more  eaflly  to  depart  for 
Spain  or  Italy. 


The  State: 
of  Holism 
refute  to 
concur. 


As  foon  as  this  treaty  was  concluded,  am- 
bafladors  were  difpatched  by  the  catholic  States, 
who  alone  were  concerned  in  it,  to  the  prince 
of  Orange  and  the  States  of  Holland  and 
Zealand,  to  defire  their  concurrence.  It  might 
eaflly  have  been  forefeen,  that  this  application 
could  not  be  attended  with  fuccefs.  For  al¬ 
though  the  maritime  provinces  had  confented, 
in  the  pacification  of  Ghent,  to  fubmit  the 
queftion  of  religion  to  the  decifion  of  a  general 
affembly,  to  be  held  after  the  departure  of  the 
Spaniards ;  yet  in  that  affembly  they  knew  that 
they  would  have  leifure  to  employ  all  their  in¬ 
fluence  in  behalf  of  their  religion,  and  to  offer 
fuch  reafons  againfl  proferibing  it,  as  they  hoped 
would  prove  a  fufficient  counterpoife  to  the 
religious  zeal  of  the  popiflr  States.  Without 
this  expectation  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  that 
proteflants,  whofe  fmcerity  in  their  profeflion 
was  fo  unqueftionable,  would  ever  have  agreed 
to  leave  to  others  the  determination  of  a  matter 
in  which  they  were  fo  deeply  interefted  ;  and 
therefore  it  is  not  furprifing,  that  they  declined 
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acceding  to  the  treaty  now  prefented  to  them,  eook. 
in  which  this  important  point  had,  without  ^ 
obtaining  their  confent,  been  fo  hardly  de-  gr¬ 
aded.  But  left  they  flrould  alarm  the  bigotry 
of  the  catholic  provinces,  they  took  no  notice, 
in  their  anfwer,  of  this,  which  was  their  prin¬ 
cipal  objedlion.  They  began  with  faying,  that 
they  could  not  enough  praife  that  generous  zeal 
which  the  States  had  difplayed,  in  delivering 
their  country  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  ;  and  they  rejoiced  to  find  that  they  ftill 
perfifted  in  their  refolution  of  adhering  to  the 
pacification  of  Ghent.  But  after  confidering 
attentively  the  treaty  which  had  been  transmit¬ 
ted  to  them,  they  were  forry  to  obferve,  that 
it  was  extremely  ill  calculated  to  anfwer  the 
laudable  intentions  of  the  States.  For  befides 
Several  other  objections  of  great  weight,  there 
was  no  proper  provifion  made,  in  this  treaty, 
for  the  regular  calling  of  aflemblies  ;  in  a  con¬ 
vention,  held  on  purpofe  to  reftore  and  fecure 
their  rights,  an  open  infraction  of  them  was  ra¬ 
tified,  by  their  confenting  to  the  unjuft  deten¬ 
tion  of  the  count  of  Buren ;  the  States  had 
failed  in  the  refpedt  and  gratitude  which  they 
owed  to  the  queen  of  England  and  the  duke  of 
Anjou;  and  certain  articles  of  the  treaty  were 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  the  Netherlands; 
particularly  that  article,  by  which,  inftead  of 
infilling  upon  a  reftitution  of  thofe  invaluable 
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book  effects,  of  which  the  Spaniards  had  plundered 
the  inhabitants,  they  had  promifed  money  to 
thofe  men,  notwithflanding  their  having  been 
folemnly  declared  traitors  and  rebels  by  the 
States  themfelves,  and  by  the  council  of 
State,  when  clothed  with  the  authority  of  the 
King. 


Departure  The  Catholics  could  not  but  be  fenfible  of 
lian  and*  the  ftrength  of  thefe  objedtions.  Their  impa- 
tiGons?1  tience  to  be  delivered  from  the  Spanifh  troops, 
and  their  eager  defire  of  peace,  had  betrayed 
them  into  that  precipitation  of  which  they  had 
been  guilty.  They  could  not  avail  themfelves 
now  of  the  fuperior  penetration  of  the  prince 
of  Orange.  The  treaty  was  already  concluded, 
and  nothing  -remained  for  them  but  to  watch 
the  governor’s  motions,  with  an  attentive  eye, 
till  the  troops  were  removed  to  fuch  a  diftance, 
that  they  could  not  eafily  be  recalled.'  Don 
John  was  at  great  pains  to  difpel  their  fufpi- 
cions.  For  that  purpofe  he  employed  ail  his 
influence  to  perfuade  the  Spaniards  to  depart; 
and  he  at  length  prevailed,  though  not  till  he 
had  diflributedi  among  them  the  money  which 
he  had  received  from  the  States.  This  brave, 
but  ferocious  and  favage  band,  then  fet  out 
upon  their  march  for  Italy,  like  an  army  in 
triumph  ;  loaded  with  the  fpoils  of  their  fellow- 
fubje&s,  and  without  compunction  for  the 
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Their  departure  diffufed  univerfal  joy  Don  John’s 

,  .  i  -nt  1  1  1  11  l  •  admiffion  to 

throughout  the  bJ  ether  lands,  and  the  people  in-  the  govern- 
dulged  the  flattering  hope,  that  the  king,  hav-  ment'  1 
ing  been  at  laft  touched  with  their  calamities, 
had  refolved  to  treat  them  with  greater  lenity 
and  moderation  than  they  had  experienced  fince 
the  beginning  of  his  reign.  Their  fatisfadion 
was  heightened  by  the  popular  charader  of  the 
governor,  who  was  in  the  prime  of  life ;  ele¬ 
gant  and  graceful  in  his  perfon  and  deport¬ 
ment  ;  lively,  facetious,  and  affable,  and  who 
gained  exceedingly  from  the  comparifon  which 
men  naturally  formed  of  his  infinuating  man¬ 
ners,  with  the  referve  and  aufterity  of  the 
king.  He  was  received  in  Bruffels  with  fuch 
marks  of  refped  as  had  never  been  fliewn  to 
any  former  governor  ;  and  perfons  of  all  ranks 
flattered  themfelves  with  the  profped  of  a  juft 
and  mild  adminiftration. 


They  did  not  long  enjoy  this  foothing  pro-  Hisimpoiu 
fped.  Although  Philip  himfelf  had  ratified  uc  CJndu"‘* 
the  perpetual  edid,  and  Don  John  had,  before 
his  admiffion  to  the  regency,  fworn  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner  to  obferve  it,  it  foon  appeared 

m  Thuanus,  lib.  lxiv.  left.  vi. 
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book  that  nothing  was  farther  from  the  intentions  of 

XIV.  ° 

either.  Tne  limitations  which  that  edidt  im- 

I-5"7*  pofed  upon  the  fovereign’s  authority,  were  ut¬ 
terly  repugnant  to  Philip’s  temper,  as  well  as 
to  the  plan  which  he  had  formed  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Netherlands  ;  nor  would  he  ever 
have  empowered  his  brother  to  make  fo  many 
conceffions  to  the  States,  as  the  perpetual  edift, 
or  pacification  of  Ghent,  contained,  but  in  or¬ 
der  more  effedtually  to  ftrip  them  afterwards  of 
that  very  power  which  he  now  confented  they. 
Ihould  enjoy.  But  Don  John  was,  from  his 
natural  impetuofity,  incapable  of  executing  this 
fcheme,  which  required  a  much  higher  degree 
of  circumfpe&ion  and  experience,  as*  well  as 
patience  and  diffimulation,  than  he  poffeffed. 
His  court  was  perpetually  filled  with  Spaniards, 
and  other  foreigners,  who  had  rendered  thein- 
felves  obnoxious  to  the  natives ;  nor  were  any 
of  the  Flemings  admitted  into  his  confidence, 
but  fuch  as  had  fhewn  themfelves  devoted  to 
the  Spanifli  intereft  ;  while  thofe  who  had  dis¬ 
covered  an  attachment  to  the  liberty  of  their 
country,  were  kept  at  a  diftance,  and  treated 
with  indifference  or  contempt.  This  circum- 
ftance  contributed  not  a  little  to  revive  that 
jealoufy  of  his  defigns,  which  he  had  been  fo 
felicitous  to  allay.  But  the  States  were  (til! 
more  alarmed,  when  he  made  them  the  follow¬ 
ing  propofals :  that  they  fhould  not  any  longer 
3  with- 
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withhold  from  him  the  authority  which  his  pre-  rook 
deceffors  had  enjoyed,  but  allow  him  to  act  as  ■  _  — 
captain-general,  as  well  as  governor  of  the  1577* 
provinces :  that  they  fhould  empower  him, 
without  waiting  for  the  determination  of  the 
general  affembly  of  the  States,  to  execute  the 
two  articles  of  the  late  treaty,  which  related  to 
the  obedience  due  to  the  king,  and  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  the  Catholic  religion  ;  and  that, 
if  the  prince  of  Orange  would  not  immediately 
agree  to  accede  to  the  perpetual  edict,  the 
States  fhould  break  olf  all  correfpondence  with 
him,  and  reduce  him  and  the  maritime  pro¬ 
vinces  to  obedience  by  force  of  arms.  With 
thefe  propofals  the  States  refufed  to  comply, 
but  exprelfed  their  refufal  in  the  foftcft  terms ; 
and  without  taking  notice  of  his  demand,  to 
be  allowed  to  act  as  captain-general,  they  re- 
prefented  to  him  that,  by  the  pacification  of 
Ghent,  both  he  and  they  were  bound  to  wait 
for  the  meeting  of  the  general  alfembly  of  the 
States  ;  to  whofe  decifion  the  prince  of  Orange, 
and  the  States  of  Holland,  and  Zealand,  had 
engaged  to  fubmit. 

Don  John  perceiving  that  he  was  net  likely 
to  perfuade  them,  grew  more  impatient  than 
ever  under  his  prefent  reftraints,  and  refolved 
now  to  employ  either  force  or  fraud,  as  oppor¬ 
tunities  fhould  offer.  The  States  could  not  k;s  du?ti- 
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thoroughly  penetrate  his  defign,  but  they  per¬ 
ceived  how  much  he  was  diffatisfied  with  his 
fituation,  and  what  difficulty  they  wpuld  find 
to  obtain  the  performance  of  his  engagements 
in  the  perpetual  edict.  This  ferved  to  render 
them  more  than  ever  folicitous  for  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  German  troops,  which,  it  had 
been  agreed,  ffiould  remain  in  the  Netherlands, 
till  they  received  payment  of  their  arrears. 
Thefe  arrears  amounted  to  a  very  great  fum, 
which  the  States  were  utterly  unable  to  raife  at 
the  prefent  juncture.  But  having  raifed  a  part 
of  it,  they  made  an  offer  of  that  to  the  Germans, 
and  defired  they  would  accept  of  goods  and  fe- 
curity  for  the  reft.  In  order  to  make  a  further 
trial  of  Don  John’s  fincerity,  they  entreated 
him  to  employ  his  influence  to  procure  their 
confent.  Don  John  readily  agreed  to  this  re- 
quefl: ;  and  declared  that,  if  the  Germans  ffiould 
refufe  to  comply,  he  would,  at  the  hazard  of 
his  life,  compel  them.  Having  fummoned 
their  commanders  to  meet  him  at  Mechlin,  he 
went  thither,  as  if  on  purpofe  to  perfuade 
them ;  but  in  reality  to  inflame  their  minds 
againfl:  the  States,  and  to  exhort  them  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  Netherlands  in  the  fervice  of  the 
king.  Having  had  the  fuccefs  which  he  defired 
with  fome  of  the  principal  officers,  and  judg¬ 
ing  it  neceflary  now  to  redouble  his  hypocrify 
with  the  States,  he  wrote  to  them,  lamenting 
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that  a  much  greater  fum  was  neceffary  to  fatisfy  book 

the  German  troops,  than  could  be  procured  in  > — -L _ 

the  Low  Countries ;  and  offering  to  fend  his 
fecretary  Efcovedo  to  reprefent  their  fituation 
to  the  king.  This  artifice  w^as  not  altogether 
without  effect.  The  States  could  not  believe 
that  Don  John  was  capable  of  fo  great  a  deceit 
as  he  was  now  pra&ifing  againft  them.  They 
agreed  to  his  propofal,  and,  as  an  expreffion 
of  their  gratitude,  they  fettled  a  penfion  of  two 
thoufand  ducats  on  Efcovedo,  who  fet  out  im¬ 
mediately  for  Spain  ;  but  with  a  defign  ex¬ 
tremely  different  from  that  which  was  pre¬ 
tended. 

>  .  i 

Don  John  in  the  mean  time  carried  on  his  ^efei“s<>n 

u  #  the  caftle  of 

intrigues  with  the  German  officers,  and  hoped  Namur, 
foon,  by  their  means,  to  get  poffeflion  of  the 
fortified  towns  in  which  they  lay.  But  before 
any  of  the  plans  which  he  had  formed  with  this 
view  were  put  in  execution,  he  judged  it  necef¬ 
fary  to  withdraw  from  Bruffels,  and,  if  pofli- 
ble,  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  fome  place  of 
ftrength  near  the  frontier,  where  he  might  re¬ 
main  in  fafety  till  he  fhould  find  himfelf  in  a 
condition  to  take  the  field.  Of  all  the  frontier 
towns,  Namur  appeared  the  fitted  for  his  pur- 
pofe ;  being  conveniently  fituated  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  the  troops,  to  which  he  expected  the 
king  would  foon  give  orders  to  return  from 
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Italy.  It  happened  that  Margaret  ae  Valois, 
queen  of  Navarre,  intended  at  this  time  to  pafs 
through  Namur,  in  her  way  to  Spa.  On  pre¬ 
tence  of  paying  his  refpedts  to  Margaret,  he 
left  Bruffels,  and  arrived  in  Namur,  with  a 
great  number  of  the  nobility  and  others,  who 
were  favourable  to  his  defign.  But  as  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  caftle  was  a  perfon  of  ftridt  fide¬ 
lity,  Don  John  was  obliged,  in  order  to  ac- 
complifh  his  aim,  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ftratagem.  Feigning  to  fet  out  in  the 
morning  for  the  chace,  he  took  his  way  by  the 
caftle  ;  where  having  lfopt,  and  inquired  for 
the  governor,  he  pretended  a  curiofity  to  fee 
the  fortifications  of  the  place.  The  governor, 
flattered  with  this  vifit,  and  fufpecting  nothing 
hoftile  from  men  who  feemed  equipped  only 
for  hunting,  readily  admitted,  not  only  Don 
John  himfelf,  but  his  attendants ;  fome  of  whom 
having  arms  concealed  under  their  apparel, 
immediately  feized  upon  the  gate  n. 

John  having  thus  fecured  pofleflion  of  the 
caftle,  the  town  was,  by  the  afliftance  of  count 
Barlaimont,  governor  of  the  province,  foon 
fubjefted  to  his  authority.'  He  obferved  with 
triumph,  that  the  day  on  which  this  event  hap¬ 
pened,  was  the  ftrft  day  of  his  regency.  It 

f  Bentivoglio,  Jib.x,  p.  192.  195,  Meteren,  p,  185. 
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might  with  greater  propriety  have  been  faid,  that  book 
it  was  the  firft  of  thofe  calamities  which  purfued  ,  _  — 1-'_. 
him  to  the  grave.  1577. 

After  fuch  an  open  violation  of  his  faith, 
there  could  be  little  room  for  any  future  nego¬ 
tiation  with  the  States.  Yet,  in  a  letter  which 
he  wrote  to  them  on  this  occafion,  he  regretted 
that  the  plots  which  had  been  laid  to  deprive 
him  of  his  life  or  liberty,  had  obliged  him  to 
have  recourfe  to  fo  hoftile  an  expedient,  and  he 
affirmed,  that  he  was  hill  ready  to  obferve  the 
conditions  of  the  perpetual  edict ;  but  declared, 
that  he  would  not  quit  his  prefent  fituation,  till 
they  ffiould  make  provifion  for  the  fecurity 
of  his  perfon  againft  the  machinations  of  his 
enemies. 

m 

The  States  and  council  were  greatly  afto-  The  afto- 
niffied,  when  they  received  intelligence  of  this  the  suL. 
event.  They  had  wiffied  for  nothing  fo  much 
as  to  preferve  the  provinces  from  being  plung¬ 
ed  afreffi  into  the  calamities  of  war.  They 
confidered  that  fome  of  the  principal  cities  in 
Brabant  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Germans. 

They  knew  not  what  part  thefe  troops  might 
aft,  if  hofhilities  with  the  governor  ffiould  take 
place ;  and  they  could  not  imagine  that  he 
would  have  ventured  on  fo  manifeft  a  breach 
of  the  perpetual  edift,  without  the  profpeft  of 
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fome  powerful  fupport.  They  immediately 
difpatched  ambaffadors  to  remonftrate  with 
him  on  the  nature  and  confequences  of  his 
conduct,  and  to  requeft  him  to  return  to  Bruf- 
fels.  They  promifed  to  make  the  moft  ferious 
inquiry  into  the  machinations  of  which  he  com¬ 
plained,  defired  that  he  would  name  the  perfons 
guilty,  and  affured  him,  that  nothing  fhould 
be  wanting  on  their  part  to  provide,  in  the 
moft  fatisfaftory  manner,  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
perfon. 

Of  the  reality  of  thefe  machinations  he  could 
produce  no  other  evidence,  but  fome  anony¬ 
mous  letters,  which,  he  faid,  had  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  him.  But  as  no  perfon  was  named 
in  thefe  letters,  and  the  authors  of  them  were 
utterly  unknown,  all  men  believed  them  to  be 
a  forgery  of  his  own,  or  of  his  courtiers,  de- 
figned  to  lerve  as  a  pretext  for  his  prefent 
treachery. 

The  anfwer  which  he  made  to  the  States 
fhewed  clearly,  that,  in  the  fteps  which  he  had 
taken,  he  had  been  influenced  by  a  motive  very 
different  from  that  which  he  pretended — That 
the  States  fhould  put  him  in  full  poffeflion  of 
the  authority,  which  the  preceding  governors 
had  exercifed  that  they  fhould  give  him  the 
entire  command  of  the  army ;  break  off  all 

communi- 


I 


PHILIP  IL  KING  OF  SPAIN.  217 


communication  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  book 
the  provinces  of  Holland  and  '  Zealand,  and  «. 

compel  them  to  accede  to  the  perpetual  edit!  ;  x5'?- 

thefe  were  fome  of  the  conditions,  to  which  if 
they  did  not  agree,  he  acquainted  them,  that 
he  was  unalterably  determined  not  to  return. 

The  States  reprefented  the  inconfiftency  be¬ 
tween  the  former  of  thefe  demands,  and  the 
perpetual  edift;  and  reminded  him  of  the  ut¬ 
ter  impoffibility,  under  which  they  found  them- 
felves,  of  complying  with  the  latter,  without 
violating  their  faith,  which,  in  the  pacification 
of  Ghent,  they  had  pledged  to  the  maritime 
provinces.  He  (till  perfifted  in  his  refolution; 
and  the  States  were  equally  inflexible. 


They  were  confirmed  in  their  purpofe,  by 
fome  letters  writ  by  Don  John  and  Efcovedo 
to  the  king,  and  Antonio  Perez,  his  fecretary, 
which  were  intercepted  in  Gafcony  by  the  king 
of  Navarre,  and  fent  by  him  to  the  prince  of 
Orange,  who  tranfmitted  them  to  the  States. 
In  thefe  letters,  the  necefiity  of  the  fpeedy  re¬ 
turn  of  the  Italian  and  Spanilh  troops  was  urged 
with  the  utmoft  earneftnefs  and  importunity. 
The  difeafes  of  the  Netherlands,  faid  Don  John, 
admit  of  no  other  cure,  but  lopping  off  the 
parts  affefted :  and,  to  the  fame  purpofe,  Ef¬ 
covedo  obferved,  That  fire,  alfd  the  Shedding 
of  blood,  were  the  only  means  by  which  the 
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diforders  that  prevailed  could  be  remedied. 
For  no  man  here,  faid  he,  whether  among  the 
nobility  or  people,  performs  the  duty  that  he 
owes  either  to  God  or  the  king.  Opinions  the 
mod  abominable  univerfally  prevail ;  and  every 
man  lives  as  he  lids  without  law  or  rule.  To 
which  he  added,  That  if  the  king  did  not  fend 
the  neceflary  troops  and  money  foon,  he  was 
afraid  that  Don  John,  who  could  not  endure 
his  prefent  fituation,  would  quit  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  and  try  his  fortune  elfewhere. 

While  thefe  letters  ferved  to  alienate  the 
Flemings  more  than  ever  from  Don  John,  they 
raifed  to  the  greated  height  their  admiration  of 
the  penetration  and  fagacity  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  who  had  given  them  early  warning  of 
the  governor’s  duplicity,  and  whofe  predictions 
were  now  fo  remarkably  fulfilled.  They  entered 
with  greater  ardor  than  ever  into  his  views, 
and  in  conformity  with  his  advice,  they  refolved 
to  lofe  no  i  more  time  in  negotiating,  but 
without  delay  to  put  the  provinces  into  a  pof- 
ture  of  defence,  before  the  return  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  forces.  Whild  their  levies,  and  other  mi¬ 
litary  preparations,  were  going  on,  they  labour¬ 
ed  with  great  folicitude  to  perfuade  the  Ger¬ 
mans  to  deliver  up  the  towns  in  their  pofiedion. 
Their  fuccefs  w'as  in  fome  meafure  retarded  bv 

•  j 

the  governor’s  intrigues  with  the  officers  ;  but 
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the  States,  having  at  this  time  greater  facility  hook 

than  Den  John,  in  employing  either  money  or  > _ .~k_ 

force,  according  as  the  one  or  the  other  was  I577* 
molt  likely  to  prove  eflfeftual,  had  greater  influ¬ 
ence  with  the  foldiers ;  who  not  only  refufed 
to  liften  to  their  officers,  but  put  fome  of  them 
under  arreft,  and  gave  them  up  to  the  States, 
together  with  the  towns  and  citadels.  In  this 
manner  the  States  recovered  Bergen-op-zoom, 

Tolen,  Breda,  Bois-le-duc,  and  feveral  other 
places ;  and  they  had  the  good  fortune  likewife 
to  defeat  a  body  of  Germans,  in  the  governor’s 
intereft,  who  were  upon  their  march  to  furprife 
the  citadel  ,of  Antwerp.  After  which,  prompted 
partly  by  the  apprehenfions  which  this  at¬ 
tempt,  though  unfuccefsful,  had  excited,  and 
partly  by  the  remembrance  of  the  many  calami¬ 
ties  which  the  citadels,  in  other  places  as  well 
as  Antwerp,  had  occafloned  to  the  inhabitants, 
they  refolved  to  demolifh  thefe  fortreffes ;  and 
gave  orders  for  this  purpofe,  which  were  exe¬ 
cuted  by  the  people  with  inexpreffible  ala- 
jerity  °. 

Don  John,  in  the  mean  time,  endeavoured 
to  make  himfelf  maker  of  fome  places  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Namur ;  and  he  fucceeded  in 
his  attempts  upon  Marienburg  and  Charlemont. 

*  Meteren,  p.  187.  Pentivoglio,  tom.  ii.  p.  212. 
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and  almoft  all  the  other  nobility  who  had  at- 

*577.  tended  him  to  Namur ;  and  perceiving  that  the 
States  were  much  farther  advanced  than  himfelf 
in  their  military  preparations,  he  fent  them  word 
that  he  had  folicited  the  king  for  liberty  to  leave 
the  Netherlands ;  and  would  immediately  retire 
to  Luxemburg,  to  wrait  the  iffue  of  his  applica¬ 
tion,  provided  the  States  would  agree  to  defifl 
from  hoflilities  till  the  kind’s  inflru&ions  Ihould 
arrive.  But  the  States,  fufpecling  from  their 
former  experience  that  he  intend. d  nothing  by 
this  propofal  but  to  render  them  more  rernifs 
in  their  preparations,  replied,  that  before  they 
could  lifter,  to  any  terms  of  accommodation,  he 
mull  deliver  up  the  city  and  caftle  of  Namur. 
To  this  Don  John  refufed  to  confent ;  and  thus 
the  negotiation  was  broken  off,  and  all  hoDes 
of  terminating  the  difpute  amicably  were  extin- 
guifhed r.  ' 


The  State's 
invite  the 
prince  ot 
Orange  to 
reftrie  at 
Bruffels. 


The  States,  confi  dering  war  now  as  unavoid¬ 
able,  refolved  to  invite  the  prince  of  Orange 
to  refide  at  Brulfels ;  and  accordingly  five  of 
their  number  were  appointed  to  carry  him  an 
invitation,  couched  in  terms  fo  flattering  and 
refpedful,  and  fo  expreflive  at  the  fame  time  of 
their  gratitude  for  his  former  fervices,  that  it 
'was  impoffible  he  could  hefitate  to  comply 
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with  their  requeft.  Having  obtained  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  States  of  Holland  and  Zealand,  he 
went  firft  to  Breda  and  thence  to  Antwerp  and 
Bruffels.  His  reception  in  the  places  through 
which  he  palled,  was  fuch  as  might  be  expected 
from  a  people,  by  whom  he  was  held  in  the 
higheft  refpeft  and  veneration.  Ardent  to  be¬ 
hold  him,  after  an  abfence  of  feveral  years, 
during  which  he  had  undergone  fo  many  la¬ 
bours,  and  been  expofed  to  fo  many  dangers  in 
their  fervice,  they  poured  out  in  multitudes,  to 
the  diftance  of  feveral  miles,  to  meet  him. 
In  his  paffage  from  Antwerp  to  BrtdTels,  one 
fide  of  the  canal  was  lined  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  former  of  thefe  places,  and  the  other,  by 
thofe  of  the  latter  ;  while  the  banks  refounded 
with  the  joyful  Ihouts  of  a  grateful  people,  who 
faluted  him  with  the  glorious  appellations  of 
the  Father  of  his  Country,  and  the  Guardian  of 
its  liberty  and  laws.  Nor  were  thefe  demon- 
ffrations  of  joy  confined  to  the  vulgar,  who  are 
always  fincere,  but  often  precipitate  and  incon- 
ftant  in  their  applaufes ;  perfons  of  all  ranks 
vied  with  each  other  in  teftifying  their  refpeft 
and  gratitude;  and  immediately  after  his  arrival, 
the  States  of  Brabant  and  the  States-general 
concurred  in  ele&ing  him  governor  of  the 
province  of  Brabant q;  a  dignity  which  had  been 

I 

’  Vide  Hift.  Metallique,  tom.  i.  p.  235. 
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vernors-general,  of  the  Netherlands. 


By  his  wifdom  and  moderation,  as  well  as 
by  his  vigilance  and  induftry,  William  fulfilled 
the  mod  fanguine  expectations  of  his  country¬ 
men.  But,  notwithflanding  his  addrefs  and 
prudence,  and  fkill  in  managing  the  minds  of 
men ;  qualifications  which  he  polfeffed  in  the 
mod  eminent  degree ;  he  could  not  preferve 
that  unanimity  among  the  Flemings,  which  it 
was  of  fo  much  confequence  for  them  in  the 
prefent  juncture  to  maintain.  At  no  period 
had  they  enjoyed  fo  fair  a  profpecl  of  fecuring 
their  liberty  on  a  firm  and  permanent  founda¬ 
tion.  Befides  the  advantage  of  having  a  perfoa 
of  fo  great  experience  and  abilities  to  guide 
their  counfels,  the  Spanifh  troops  were  entirely 
withdrawn,  the  king’s  finances  were  greatly 
cxhaulted  with  the  wars  in  which  he  had  been 
continually  engaged ;  .  almoil  all  the  fortified 
places  were  in  the  hands  of  the  States  ;  and  the 
people  were  animated  univerfally  with  the  mod 
violent  abhorrence  of  the  Spanifh  government. 
But  the  States  were  prevented  from  improving 
the  opportunity  which  this  fortunate  concur¬ 
rence  of  circumftances  afforded  them,  by  a 
fpirit  of  divifion  and  animofity,  which  fprung 
up,  partly  from  the  jealoufies  of  the  nobility, 

and 
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and  partly  from  the  intemperate  religious  zeal  book 
and  bigotry  of  the  people. 

*577. 

Philip  de  Croy  duke  of  Arfchot,  the  mar-  Sources  0t 

quis  of  Havree  his  brother,  the  count  de  La-  "IXdiicLd 
lain,  and  feveral  others  of  the  Catholic  nobility, 
had,  fince  the  death  of  Requefens,  dillinguilhed 
themfelves  as  ftrenuous  alferters  of  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  their  country.  They  had  promoted 
with  all  their  influence  the  pacification  of 
Ghent,  and  had  concurred  with  their  country¬ 
men  in  the  invitation  given  to  the  prince  of 
Orange  to  refide  at  Bruffels.  But  when  they 
refle&ed  upon  the  extraordinary  marks  of  at¬ 
tachment  which  William  had  received,  and  faw 
him  veiled  with  an  authority  and  dignity  in 
Brabant,  which  only  the  fovereign  or  his  vice¬ 
roys  ^  had  hitherto  enjoyed;  above  all,  when 
they  contemplated  his  great  abilities  and  expe¬ 
rience  in  the  conduct  of  affairs ;  they  forefaw 
that  they  muff  content  themfelves  with  a&ing  a 
fubordinate  part  in  the  government,  and  that  the 
States  would,  in  every  branch  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  be  dire&ed  by  the  prince  of  Orange, 
who  muff  therefore  reap  the  glory  of  whatever 
fhould  be  atchieved,  and,  without  the  name  of 
fovereign,  exercife  a  fupreme  and  fovereign  au¬ 
thority.  Stung  with  envy,  and  defirous  to  con¬ 
ceal  the  motive  of  their  conduct,  they  began  to  " 
affeft  an  extreme  anxiety  at  the  danger  to  which 
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the  catholic  faith  was  expofed,  by  the  States  re- 
pofing  fuch  unreferved  confidence  in  one  who 
was  an  avowed  friend  of  the  new  religion.  On 
this  pretence,  which  never  received  any  colour 
from  the  prince’s  conduct,  they  formed  them- 
felves  into  a  confederacy,  with  a  defign  to  coun¬ 
teract  him.  And  in  order  to  give  their  party 
confiftency,  weight,  and  influence,  they  refolved 
to  invite  the  archduke  Matthias,  brother  of  the 
emperor,  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of 
the  provinces. 

This  refolution  they  not  only  formed,  but 
executed,  without  the  knowledge  or  authority 
of  the  States,  and  they  difpatched  a  melfen- 
ger  to  Matthias  with  the  greatefl  fecrecy, 
to  entreat  him  to  leave  Vienna  without  de¬ 
lay. 


Nothing  could  exceed  the  temerity  of  thofe 
who  gave  this  invitation,  but  the  imprudence 
of  Matthias  in  accepting  it.  For,  befides,  that 
he  was  called  only  by  the  Ieaft  powerful  of  the 
two  parties  into  which  the  Flemings  were  divided, 
he  could  not  be  ignorant  how  injurious  and 
affronting  his  conduct  mull  be  thought  by  his 
kinfman  the  king  of  Spain.  It  is  fome  allevia¬ 
tion  of  his  folly,  that  he  was  only  twenty-two 
years  of  age  ;  and  that,  confidering  the  nume¬ 
rous  progeny  which  his  father  left  behind  him, 
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there  was  little  probability  of  his  obtaining  any  book. 
Settlement  in  Germany,  fuitable  to  his  rank. 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Requefens,  he  had  *5"  ' 
made  an  offer  of  his  fervice  to  the  States,  and 
he  accepted  greedily  of  the  prefent  invitation. 

His  enterprife  being  of  fuch  a  nature  that  he 

durfl  not  difcover  it  to  the  emperor,  he  fet  out 

from  Vienna  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  with 

a  fmall  number  of  attendants.  No  fooner  was 

his  brother  apprifed  of  his  defign,  than  meffen- 

gers  were  difpatched  to  bring  him  back,  and 

letters  fent  to  the  princes  whofe  hates  he  muft 

pafs  through,  intreating  them  to  hop  him ;  but 

Matthias  travelled  faher  than  the  meffengers, 

and,  in  a  few  days,  reached  the  town  of  Lierres  H«  arrival. 

in  Brabant. 

The  States,  ahonifhed  at  the  news  of  his  Hei*  ad- 
arrival,  and  highly  incgnfed  againh  thofe  who  m‘tted£°* 

1  j  •  •  j  1  •  .  0  vernor  bv 

had  invited  him,  complained  loudly  of  the  in-  th?  States, 
fult  offered  to  their  authority ;  and  would  have 
inhantly  formed  the  refolution  of  rejefting  him, 
had  they  not  been  diffuaded  from  it  by  the 
prince  of  Orange.  William  forefaw  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  might  arife  from  that  rivalfhip, 
into  which  Matthias  had  entered  with  his  kinf- 
man  Don  John,  and  from  the  feeds  of  enmity 
which  were  thereby  fown  between  the  German 
and  Spanifh  branches  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

He  reckoned  it  rather  fortunate,  that  Don 
Vol.  II.  John 
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book  John  had  received  fo  unpardonable  an  offence 
from  the  Catholic  nobility  ;  and  he  confidered 
*577.  how  fatal  to  the  general  intereft  of  the  provinces 
all  divifion  muff  neceffarily  prove,  in  the  prefent 
critical  conjunfture  of  their  affairs. 

Influenced  by  thefe  confiderations,  he  ex¬ 
horted  the  States  to  overlook  the  injurious  treat¬ 
ment  which  they  had  received,  and  perfuaded 
them  to  agree,  not  only  to  receive  Matthias  with 
all  the  refpect  due  to  his  high  rank,  but  even  to 
elett  him  governor,  on  fuch  conditions  as  they 
fhould  judge  proper  to  require.  This  conduft, 
the  moil  prudent  that  could  have  been  adopted 
in  the  prefent  circumilances,  furnifhed  no  fort 
of  triumph  to  the  duke  d’Arfchot,  and  the 
other  Catholic  nobility.  On  the  contrary,  it 
mortified  them  exceedingly,  to  obferve  that 
Matthias  owed  his  election  not  to  them,  but  to 
the  prince  of  Orange ;  whofe  authority,  which 
they  intended  to  have  controlled,  was  now  con- 
fiderably  augmented,  and  more  firmly  eftabliihed 
than  before. 

Mortjfica-  Soon  after  this,  they  received  a  {till  more 
SC6  fenfible  mortification.  The  duke  d’Arfchot 
having  lately  been  appointed  governor  of  Flan¬ 
ders,  had  gone  to  the  city  of  Ghent,  to  take 
poffeffion  of  his  government.  Not  long  after  his 
arrival,  a  deputation  of  the  inhabitants  having 
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urged  him  with  much  importunity  to  reinftate  book 
them  in  their  ancient  privileges,  of  which  they 
had  been  deprived  in  the  time  of  Charles  V.  *577. 
he  was  heard  to  declare,  that  that  feditious  mul¬ 
titude,  which  made  fo  much  noife  about  their 
privileges,  fhould  ere  long  be  punilhed  as  they 
deferved,  notwith handing  their  being  fupported 
by  the  prince  of  Orange.  This  faying  being 
repeated  by  fome  who  heard  it,  and  circulated 
all  over  the  city,  inflamed  the  minds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  with  rage  and  indignation.  They  ran  to 
arms,  furrounded  the  governor’s  houfe,  and 
threw  him,  and  his  friends  and  attendants,  into 
prifon.  The  prince  of  Orange,  dreading  the 
confequences  of  fo  violent  a  procedure,  and  be¬ 
lieving  the  duke  to  be  now  fufficiently  humbled, 
interceded  with  the  Ghentefe,  and  procured  his 
liberty ;  but  no  folicitations  could  induce  them 
to  releafe  his  adherents.  In  this  manner  was 
the  duke  d’Arfchot’s  importance  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands  almoft  annihilated.  Matthias  perceiving 
this,  faw  it  to  be  his  interefl  to  conned  himfelf 
with  the  party  of  which  the  prince  of  Orange 
was  the  head  ;  and  readily  accepted  the  govern¬ 
ment,  with  a  condition  to  which  the  States  re¬ 
quired  his  confent,  that  the  prince  fhould  be  his 
lieutenant-general  in  all  the  branches  of  admi- 
niflration. 


Matthias 
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book  Matthias  made  his  joyful  entry  into  Bruf- 
-v-w  fels  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
IS78-  five  hundred  and  feventy-eight,  when  both  he 
and  the  prince  of  Orange  were  admitted  to  their 
refpedtive  offices,  after  taking  an  oath  to  main¬ 
tain  the  laws,  and  to  regulate  their  conduct 
according  to  the  indrudtions  which  fhould  be 
given  them  by  the  States r. 

Application  Don  Tohn  fent  an  ambaffador  to  proteft  in 

of  the  States  J  •  n  1  , 

to  Philip.  his  name  againit  thefe  proceedings.  But  the 
States  had  fome  weeks  before  this  time  declared 
him  an  enemy  to  the  Netherlands,  and  paid 
no  regard  to  his  protedation.  As  they  were 
perfuaded,  however,  that  they  had  done  no¬ 
thing  but  what  was  authorifed  by  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  the  conditution,  they  wrote  an 
account  of  their  proceedings  to  the  king,  de¬ 
claring  that  they  dill  held  their  allegiance  to 
him  inviolable ;  and  praying,  that  he  would 
confirm  their  election  of  his  kinfman  Matthias, 
as  the  mod  likely  means  of  redoring  tranquillity 
to  the  provinces.  They  had  very  little  reafon 
to  expedt  that  Philip  would  liden  to  this  re- 
qued.  He  looked  upon  their  conduct  in  a  light 
extremely  different  from  that  in  which  they 
themfelves  regarded  it ;  and  confidered  their 
prefumption  in  rejedting  the  governor  whom 

'  Meteren,  p.  196.  202. 
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he  had  appointed,  and  ftill  more  that  of  nomi¬ 
nating  another  without  his  confent,  as  an  a£t  of 
the  moft  audacious  rebellion.  The  States  were 
too  well  acquainted  with  his  chara&er,  not  to 
entertain  fome  apprehenfions  that  fuch  might  be 
his  fentiments ;  and  therefore,  while  they  omitted 
nothing  in  their  power  to  afluage  his  refentment, 
they  endeavoured  to  fecure  themfelves  againlt 
the  effefts  of  it,  by  interefting  the  neighbouring 
powers  in  their  behalf,  and  by  ellablilhing  una¬ 
nimity  between  the  religious  parties  into  which 
the  provinces  were  divided. 

In  order  to  accomplilh  this  laft  and  moll 
important  objeft,  a  new  treaty  of  union  was 
concluded,  in  which,  befides  confirming  the 
pacification  of  Ghent,  the  Catholics  and  Pro- 
teftants  promifed  mutually  to  fupport  each 
other ;  and  engaged,  that  they  would  join  to¬ 
gether  in  oppofing  all  perfecution  on  account 
of  religion,  from  whatever  quarter  it  Ihould 
come  \ 

The  neighbouring  powers  were  not  uncon¬ 
cerned  fpe&ators  of  thefe  tranfa&ions.  The 
emperor  ‘  faw  with  much  anxiety,  that  thofe 
flames  which  had  burnt  fo  long  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  were  now  likely  to  burll  out  with  greater 

'  Rodolph  II. 
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‘  Meteren,  p.  197. 


236 

BOOK 

XIV. 


Henry  III. 
of  France. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 

violence  than  ever.  But  having  been  educated 
at  the  court  of  Madrid  under  Philip,  with  whom 
he  wifhed  to  live  on  amicable  terms,  he  had 
fhewn  himfelf  exceedingly  difpleafed  with  the 
conduCt  of  Matthias ;  had  given  Philip  entire 
fatisfaCtion  with  regard  to  his  own  intentions ; 
and  had  refolved  to  take  no  other  part  in  the 
dilfenfions  of  the  Netherlands,  but  that  of  em¬ 
ploying  his  interceffion  and  advice.  He  did  not 
however  oppofe  the  levies  which  the  count  Pa¬ 
latine  was  making  for  the  fervice  of  the  States, 
either  becaufe  he  knew  that  his  prohibition  would 
not  have  been  regarded,  or  becaufe  he  defired 
to  preferve  a  drift  neutrality  between  the  con¬ 
tending  parties. 

Henry  III.  of  France  was  too  much  occu¬ 
pied  in  his  own  dominions,  to  have  leifure  to 
enter  deeply  into  the  affairs  of  the  Netherlands. 
For  many  ages,  France  had  feen  no  king  of 
whofe  reign  the  people  entertained  more  fan- 
guine  expectations.  Having,  in  his  early 
youth,  been  appointed  commander  in  chief  by 
his  brother  Charles,  he  had  given  fignal  proof 
of  uncommon  abilities.  The  French  had  flat¬ 
tered  themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  feeing  their 
kingdom  reftored  by  him  to  its  ancient  fplen- 
dor ;  his  fame  was  univerfally  diffufed,  and  the 
Polifli  nobility  had,  with  general  applaufe,  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  their  elective  crown.  But 
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when,  upon  his  brother’s  death,  he  left  Poland,  book. 
and  fucceeded  to  the  crown  of  France,  it  is  in- 
conceivable  how  great  a  change  he  feemed  to  1578. 
have  undergone.  Irrefolute,  inconftant,  indo¬ 
lent,  and  voluptuous,  with  a  mixture  of  the 
moft  ridiculous  fuperflition,  he  loft  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  Catholics  as  well  as  Proteftants, 
whom  he  favoured  and  betrayed  by  turns.  The 
unfteady  and  unfkilful  hand,  with  which  he  held 
the  reins  of  government,  added  daily  new  force 
to  the  virulence  of  faftion,  till  every  member  of 
the  ftate,  and  almoft  every  individual  in  the 
kingdom,  was  infefted.  The  Queen-mother 
employed  all  her  art  and  influence  to  fupport 
his  authority,  but  could  not  reftrain  her  younger 
fon,  the  duke  of  Alenin,  now  duke  of  Anjou, 
from  putting  himfelf  at  the  head,  fometimes  of 
one  party,  and  fometimes  of  another,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  king.  To  this  prince,  who  was  The  states 
now  the  preemptive  heir  of  the  crown,  the  to e!e duke* 
Flemings  addrefled  themfelves,  after  having  in  of  AnJou- 
vain  applied  to  the  king  himfelf  for  prote&ion. 

Anjou  liftened  with  much  pleafure  to  their  ap¬ 
plication  ;  and  having  conceived  hopes  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  fovereignty  of  the  provinces,  he 
made  them  the  moft  flattering  promifes  of  af- 
ftftance.  Henry,  far  from  oppofmg  the  duke’s 
defigns,  confidered  his  leaving  France  as  the 
moft  fortunate  event  that  could  happen  ;  fince 
he  would  be  thereby  delivered  from  a  great 
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number  of  reftlefs  intriguing  fpirits,  by  whom 
the  tranquillity  of  his  kingdom  had  been  dif- 
turbed.  But  as  he  declined  on  this  occafion  to 
aflift  his  brother  in  levying  forces,  partly  from 
inability,  and  partly  from  the  dread  of  embroil¬ 
ing  himfelf  with  Philip,  Anjou  was  not  in  a  con¬ 
dition,  till  fome  time  after  the  prefent  period,  to 
fulfil  his  engagements. 

The  Flemings  mean-while  received  the  moll 
feafonable  a  Alliance  from  the  queen  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Don  John  had,  fome  months  before, 
endeavoured  to  prepofiefs  Elizabeth  in  his 
favour ;  by  reprefenting,  that  the  difturbances 
in  the  Netherlands  were  entirely  owing  to  the 
prince  of  Orange  and  his  adherents,  who  had 
broken  the  pacification  of  Ghent,  and  by  their 
intrigues  prevailed  upon  the  States  to  violate 
the  perpetual  edict.  Elizabeth  pretended  to 
give  credit  to  this  reprefentation,  and  ordered 
her  ambafiador  to  reproach  the  States  with 
their  infidelity,  and  even  to  threaten  them 
with  her  refentment,  in  cafe  they  Ihould  re- 
fufe  to  adhere  to  their  engagements.  Thus 
far  this  artful  princefs  went,  in  order  to  per- 
fuade  Philip,  that  fine  ferioufly  defined  his  fub- 
jetls  in  the  Netherlands  to  maintain  their  alle^ 
giance.  But  in  reality  fire  wiflied  for  nothing 
lefs.  In  a  political  light  (that  light  in  which 
the  conduct  of  Elizabeth  ought  ahncft  always 
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to  be  confidered)  nothing  could  be  more  de-  book 
firable  to  her,  than  that  the  troubles  of  the 
Low  Countries  fhould  continue  ;  and,  if  either 
of  the  two  contending  parties  Ihould  finally 
prevail,  that  vi&ory  fhould  fall  rather  on  the 
fide  of  the  people,  than  of  the  king.  But 
when  fhe  confidered  the  inequality  of  the  dis¬ 
pute  between  him  and  the  Flemings,  fhe  dread¬ 
ed  that  the  latter,  if  left  to  themfelves,  mud 
foon  be  compelled,  either  to  relinquifh  their 
pretenfions,  or  to  throw  themfelves  for  pro¬ 
tection  into  the  arms  of  France.  She  had 
therefore  refolved  to  watch  carefully  over  their 
condudt,  and  to  afford  them,  from  time  to 
time,  fuch  affiftance  as  their  circumftances 
fhould  require.  She  lent  a  favourable  ear  to 
the  defence  which  was  made  by  the  prince  of 
Orange  and  the  States  againff  Don  John’s  ac- 
cufations ;  and  fhe  admitted  of  their  j unifica¬ 
tion  the  more  willingly,  as  in  the  representation 
given  her  of  Don  John’s  conduct  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  fhe  found  reafon  to  believe  that  his  inten¬ 
tions  were  no  lefs  hoftile  with  regard  to  herfelf, 
than  with  refpect  to  the  States  and  the  prince 
of  Orange.  For  William  had  taken  particular 
care  to  inform  her  of  fome  intercepted  letters 
of  Don  John’s,  from  which  it  appeared,  that 
he  entertained  a  Secret  correspondence  with  the 
queen  of  Scots;  that  he  had  formed  a  plan,  to 
which  the  pope  was  privy,  for  Setting  that  prin- 
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cefs  at  liberty  ;  and  that  he  was  incited  to  at¬ 
tempt  this,  not  only  by  the  delire  of  didrefiing 
Elizabeth,  but  likewife  by  the  wild  ambition  of 
marrying  the  Sccttilh  queen,  and  attaining, 
through  her,  poffeffion  of  the  Britifh  crowns. 

After  this  difcoverv,  Elizabeth  refolved  no 
longer  to  keep  any  meafures  with  Don  John, 
but  to  exert  herfelf  with  vigour  in  oppofing 
his  re-admiffion  into  the  government  of  the 
Netherlands.  With  this  intention  five  gave  the 
mod  gracious  reception  to  the  marquis  d’Hav- 
ree  the  ambafiador  of  the  States,  and  entered 
readily  into  a  treaty,  by  which  {he  engaged  to 
furnilh  them  with  an  immediate  fupply,  both 
of  money  and  troops  ;  upon  condition,  that 
the  commander  of  thefe  troops  Ihould  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  council  of  date  ;  and  that,  dur¬ 
ing  the  continuance  of  the  war,  no  dep  fhould 
be  taken,  nor  any  alliance  formed,  without  her 
confent u. 

Elizabeth  had  no  fooner  fubfcribed  this 
treaty,  than  being  dill  defirous  to  avoid  an  open 
breach  with  Philip,  fhe  difpatched  an  ambafla- 
dor w  to  Madrid,  to  reprefent  to  him,  that  in 
her  late  tranfaction  with  the  States,  it  was  far 

3  Meteren,  p.  197.  BentivogMo,  p.  202.  Camden,  anno 
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from  her  intention  to  encourage  them  to  with-  kook 
draw  their  allegiance ;  that,  on  the  contrary, 

Ihe  had  employed  the  only  means  likely  to  Ii72* 
prove  effectual  to  prevent  them  from  calling 
themfelves  in  defpair  into  the  hands  of  fome 
other  power.  She  was  deeply  interelled,  fhe 
acknowledged,  in  faving  her  neighbours  from 
opprelfion ;  efpecially  the  Flemings,  with  whom 
the  commercial  interefts  of  her  fubjedts  had 
long  been,  and  Hill  were  fo  ciofely  connected. 

This  Ihe  hoped  would  plead  her  excufe  for  ex¬ 
horting  him  to  fubftitute  in  the  room  of  his 
brother,  a  governor  in  whom  the  people  could 
repofe  greater  trull  and  confidence ;  and  with 
whom  Ihe  herfelf  could  maintain  a  more  friendly 
intercourfe  than  Ihe  could  ever  hold  with  Don 
John,  after  having  difcovered  his  defign  to  in¬ 
vade  her  dominions.  She  concluded  with  in¬ 
treating  him  to  redrefs  the  grievances  of  his 
Flemilh  fubjedls  ;  offering  to  mediate  between 
him  and  them,  if  her  mediation  could  be  of 
ufe  ;  and  declaring,  that  if  they  lhould  refufe 
to  fulfil  their  late  engagements,  or  attempt  to 
make  any  innovation  contrary  to  the  pacifica¬ 
tion  of  Ghent,  Ihe  would  allifl  him  in  reducing 
them  to  obedience  by  force  of  arms x. 
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Elizabeth  could  not  mean  any  thing  bv  this 
embaffy,  but  the  fulfilling  of  an  empty  ceremo¬ 
nial,  which  was  received  by  Philip,  and  per¬ 
formed  by  her,  with  equal  infincerity.  She  did 
not  vrait  for  a  return  to  her  embaffy,  but  pro¬ 
ceeded  inftantly  to  cany  into  execution  her 
treaty  with  the  States.  Both  the  troops  and 
money  which  Ihe  engaged  to  furnifh,  w7ere  im¬ 
mediately  fent  over  ;  and  the  latter  was  remitted 
by  the  States  to  prince  Cafimire,  to  enable  him 
to  complete  his  levies. 

The  States  had  collected  a  confiderable  body 
of  forces,  which  they  ftationed  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Namur  ;  and  if  they  had  followed 
the  counfel  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  wrho  ex¬ 
horted  them  to  lay  fiege  to  that  important  for- 
trefs,  they  might  have  made  themfelves  mailers 
of  it,  and  prevented  the  return  of  the  Spanilh 
troops.  But  many  among  them  being  Hill  un« 
fhaken  in  their  allegiance  to  the  king,  as  wrell 
as  in  their  attachment  to  the  popilh  faith  ;  no¬ 
thing  but  their  remembrance  of  the  cruelties  of 
Alva,  and  the  late  enormities  of  the  Spaniards, 
could  have  induced  them  to  concur  in  the  mea- 
fures  which  the  majority  had  adopted.  Thefe 
men  fondly  imagined,  that  Philip  would  be 
moved  with  their  calamities,  and  perfuaded  to 
comply  with  their  requelts.  Being  for  this 
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reafon  unwilling  to  begin  hoftilities,  they  urged 
ftrongly  the  expediency  of  a  defenfive  war  : 
and  thus  the  army  was  fuffered,  for  feveral 
months,  to  remain  ina&ive,  and  time  impru¬ 
dently  given  for  the  arrival  of  the  Italian  and 
Spanilh  troops y. 

Although  Philip  did  not  entirely  approve 
of  his  brother’s  conduct,  and  defired  to  have 
obtained  his  ends  by  negotiation  and  artifice  ; 
yet,  having  failed  in  this  way,  he  refolved,  with¬ 
out  hefitation,  to  employ  force  ;  and  he  had 
accordingly  fent  orders  to  Alexander  Farnefe, 
the  prince  of  Parma,  to  lead  back  the  troops 
from  Italy,  to  the  Netherlands,  without  delay. 
On  their  arrival  at  Namur,  being  joined  by 
other  troops,  which  Don  John  had  levied  in 
the  neighbouring  provinces,  they  compofed  an 
army  of  fifteen  thoufand  foot  and  two  thoufand 
horfe  ;  while  that  of  the  States  amounted  only 
to  ten  thoufand  foot  and  one  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  horfe  ;  and  was  no  lefs  inferior  to  the  ene¬ 
my  in  dilcipline  than  in  number.  The  States 
now  faw  their  folly  in  having  negledted  to  make 
themfelves  mailers  of  Namur,  as  an  entrance 
had  thereby  been  fecured  for  the  Spaniards  into 
the  centre  of  the  Netherlands. 

>'  Meteren,  book  viii.  ab  initio. 
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book  The  fituation  in  which  Don  John  found  him- 
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felf  at  this  time,  was  much  more  fuitable  to 
z578.  the  talents  which  he  poffefled,  than  thofe  nego¬ 
tiations  and  treaties  in  which  he  had  been 
hitherto  engaged.  He  had  longed  with  extreme 
impatience  for  the  arrival  of  the  forces,  and 
ardently  defired  to  be  revenged  upon  the  States 
for  the  injurious  treatment  which  he  imagined 
he  had  received.  Having  got  information  that 
their  army,  commanded  by  the  Sieur  de  Goig- 
nies,  had  left  their  camp  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Namur,  and  were  retiring  towards  Bruffels, 
he  refolved  to  attack  them  on  their  march. 
With  this  intention  he  fent  his  cavalry  before, 
under  the  prince  of  Parma,  and  followed  them 
himfelf,  as  quickly  as  poffible,  with  the  foot. 
Farnefe  executed  the  trull  committed  to  him 
The  battle  with  great  valour.  At  the  head  of  his  bat- 

bUiri!  '  talion,  he  attacked  the  Flemifh  cavalry  with  un¬ 

common  fury  and  though  they  gave  him  a  fpi- 
rlted  reception,  he  foon  compelled  them  to  re¬ 
tire.  In  the  mean  time  Don  John  came  for¬ 
ward  with  a  chofen  body  of  infantry,  and  af¬ 
forded  him  fuch  a  powerful  fupport,  as  enabled 
him  to  drive  the  enemy’s  horfe  before  him,  till 
he  entered  along  with  them  into  the  ranks  of 
their  main  army.  The  Flemings  believing  the 
whole  Spanifh  forces  to  be  at  hand,  and  being 
utterly  unprepared  for  fo  fudden  an  attack,  were 
foon  thrown  into  confufion  and  difperfed.  About 
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three  thoufand  were  killed,  and  a  great  number,  book 
with  the  commander  in  chief,  were  taken  pri- 
foners.  The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  conquerors  _  ^'7S- 

^  January  31. 

was  inconfiderable. 

After  this  victory,  Don  John  reduced  Gem- 
blours,  Louvain,  Sichem,  Nivelle,  and  feveral 
other  places,  both  in  Brabant  and  Hainault. 

He  defired  likewife  to  have  laid  fiege  to  Bruf- 
fels ;  but  his  council  of  war  were  of  opinion, 
that  his  (Length  was  not  adequate  to  fo  great 
an  enterprife,  and  thought  it  more  expedient 
to  aim  at  eafier  conquefts,  till  his  army  (hould 
be  reinforced. 

The  States  in  the  mean  time  received  an  Amsterdam 
abundant  compenfation  for  their  Ioffes  in  the  theeonfe- 
fouthern  provinces,  by  the  acquifition  of  February  8. 
Amlterdam.  To  this  wealthy  city,  which  even 
then  was  the  greateft  in  the  northern  pro¬ 
vinces,  the  duke  of  Alva  had,  as  mentioned 
above,  given  the  mod  particular  attention  ; 
having  expelled  the  proteftants,  and  put  the 
government  entirely  into  the  hands  of  rigid  ca¬ 
tholics.  Thefe  men,  fupported  by  a  numerous 
garrifon,  had  baffled  all  the  attempts  which 
had  been  made  by  the  States  of  Holland  to  re¬ 
duce  them.  But  being  now  hemmed  in  by 
their  countrymen  both  by  fea  and  land,  and 
their  trade  almoft  ruined,  they  at  laft  confented 
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to  accede  to  the  pacification  of  Ghent,  and 
agreed  to  difoand  the  popifh  garrifon,  to  recal 
the  proteftant  exiles,  and  to  allow  them  to  hold 
their  religious  afifemblies  without  the  city.  It 
was  not  long  before  they  repented  of  thefe  con- 
ceffions.  The  proteftants  being  inflamed  with 
zeal  for  their  religion  ;  impatient  under  the  re- 
llraints  which  in  the  late  agreement  had  been 
laid  upon  them,  fired  with  refentment  for  for¬ 
mer  injuries,  and  fufpicious  that  the  Catholics 
were  again  meditating  fchemes  for  their  expul- 
fion,  they  flew  to  arms ;  and  having  fupprefled 
the  exercife  of  the  popifh  faith,  they  drove  all 
the  priefts,  and  others  w;hom  they  fufpedled  of 
malignant  defigns,  out  of  the  city z. 

In  the  midfl  of  thefe  tranfaftions,  John  de 
Noircarmes,  Baron  de  Selles,  arrived  from 
Spain,  with  Philip’s  anfwer  to  the  application 
which  the  States  had  made  to  him  fome  months 
before.  It  w7as  fuch  as  they  had  reafon  to  ex¬ 
pert,  and  contained  an  abfolute  denial  of  their 
requefts,  with  regard  to  the  removal  of  Don 
John,  and  the  ratification  of  the  ele&ion  of 
Matthias. 

Convinced  by  this  denial,  of  the  folly  of 
thofe  hopes  which  they  had  entertained,  that 
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the  king  would  yield  to  their  intreaties,  and 
fenfible  that  they  had  fuffered  confiderable  lofs, 
from  that  want  of  difpatch  and  fecrecy  which  is 
incident  to  the  procedure  of  a  numerous  aflern- 
bly ;  they  enlarged  the  powers  of  Matthias  and 
the  prince  of  Orange,  and  invefted  them,  and 
the  council  of  date,  with  authority  to  conduct 
the  operations  of  the  war,  without  having  re- 
courfe  on  every  occafion  to  the  aflembly  of  the 
States. 

No  time  after  this  was  unneceflarily  loft. 
The  troops  which  had  been  difperfed  at  Gem- 
blours  were  colle&ed,  and  of  thefe,  and  the 
new  levies,  an  army  was  compofed,  amount¬ 
ing  to  eight  thoufand  foot  and  two  thoufand 
horfe,  partly  Flemings,  and  partly  Scots  and 
Englilh.  This  army  was  ftationed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lierres,  in  the  centre  of  Bra¬ 
bant,  under  the  command  of  the  count  de 
Boflut.  Don  John’s  army,  after  he  had  put 
garrifons  into  the  towns  which  he  had  taken, 
was  ftill  fuperior  in  number  ;  and  therefore  he 
refolved  to  march  towards  Boflut,  before  the 
auxiliaries,  which  the  States  expected  from 
-France  and  Germany,  fhould  arrive.  But  he 
foon  found  that  he  had  now  to  contend  both 
with  troops  and  a  general  much  fuperior  to  thofe 
whom  he  had  encountered  at  Gemblours.  Boffut, 
from  a  fenfe  of  the  inferiority  of  his  forces,  had 
Vol,  II.  R  pitched 
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pitched  his  camp  near  the  village  of  Rimenant, 
in  a  fituation  extremely  advantageous  for  pre- 
venting  the  enemy  from  penetrating  further 
into  the  provinces.  On  the  one  fide  it  was  de¬ 
fended  by  the  Demer,  and  on  the  other  by  a 
wood  ;  and  was  fortified  both  before  and  behind 
with  ftrong  intrenchments.  Notwithftanding 
this,  Don  John  refolved  to  attack  it,  unlefs  he 
could  provoke  the  count  to  quit  his  lines,  and 
give  him  battle.  The  prince  of  Parma,  who 
from  his  early  youth  was  no  lefs  wife  than  brave, 
remonftrated  againft  this  refolution  as  being 
dangerous  and  defperate.  But  Don  John, 
being  confirmed  in  his  purpofe  by  the  other 
officers,  gave  orders  for  his  army  to  advance, 
after  having  fent  before  a  feleft  body  of  troops, 
to  attack  an  important  poll  without  the  camp, 
which  was  guarded  by  fome  Engliffi  and  Scotch 
forces,  under  colonel  Norris.  Among  the  af« 
failants  was  Don  Alphonfo  Martinez  de  Leyva, 
at  the  head  of  a  company  of  two  hundred  men, 
whom  he  maintained  at  his  own  expence,  and 
who  v/ere  all  either  gentlemen,  or  foldiers  who 
had  diftinguiffied  themfelves  in  former  wars. 
Thefe  men  attacked  the  Britifh  troops  with  un¬ 
common  fury.  After  a  ffiort  refiftance,  the 
latter  began  to  retreat,  but  in  good  order,  and 
with  their  faces  turned  towards  the  enemy. 
The  Spaniards,  to  fecond  whom  Don  John 
had  fent  feveral  battalions  of  frefh  troops,:  not 
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fufpe&ing  any  artifice,  and  believing  the  enemy  book 
to  be  intimidated,  followed  them  with  much 
precipitation,  till  they  had  pafled  a  narrow  *578. 
defile  within  reach  of  the  artillery  of  the 
Flemifh  camp.  Norris  then  returned  to  the  TheSpani- 
charge,  and  the  combat  was  renewed  with 
greater  fury  than  ever.  He  was  reinforced 
with  troops  fent  him  from  the  camp,  and  both 
parties  being  nearly  equal,  feemed  determined 
to  die  or  conquer.  This  gallant  Englilhman 
animated  his  army  by  his  own  example,  and 
had  three  horfes  killed  under  him.  The  Scots,  Au2uft  i ft, 
impatient  of  the  heat,  fought  in  their  fhirts, 
and  aftonilhed  the  enemy  with  the  Angularity 
of  their  appearance.  In  the  mean  time,  a 
body  of  troops,  which  had  been  placed  in 
ambulh,  attacked  the  Spaniards  in  flank,  and 
Boflut  continued  to  fire  upon  them  inceffantly 
with  his  artillery.  They  muft  all  have  periflied, 
had  not  the  prince  of  Parma  obtained  liberty 
from  Don  John  to  advance  at  the  head  of  the 
cavalry  to  their  relief.  By  his  fuperior  pru¬ 
dence,  he  would  have  prevented  this  inconfide- 
rate  enterprife  ;  and  now,  by  his  prudence  and 
bravery  united,  he  faved  the  troops  from 
thofe  fatal  confequences,  fo  which,  through 
their  own  and  the  general’s  confidence,  they 
had  been  expofed.  About  nine  hundred 
men,  however,  fell  on  the  field  of  battle, 
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Don  John  having  thus  failed  in  his  attempt, 
and  being  fenfible  that  he  could  not,  with  his 
prefent  army,  keep  the  field  againft  the  nume¬ 
rous  forces  that  were  ready  to  pour  in  upon 
him  from  France  and  Germany,  retreated,  with 
the  refolution  of  a&ing  for  the  future  on  the  de- 
fenfive  only,  and  pitched  his  camp  under  the 
fortifications  of  Namur. 

Treaty  of  The  States  concluded  about  this  time  their 
with  Anjou,  treaty  with  the  duke  of  Anjou,  which  confifled 
of  the  following  articles : — That  under  the  title 
of  protestor  of  the  Netherlands,  the  duke 
fhould  furnifh,  at  his  own  expence,  ren  thoufand 
foot  and  two  thoufand  horfe  :  that  all  the 
conquefls  which  he  fhould  make  on  the  Flan¬ 
ders  fide  of  the  Maefe,  fhould  belong  to  the 
States ;  and  thofe  on  the  other  fide  to  himfelf : 
that,  for  the  accommodation  of  his  troops, 
Landrecy,  and  Quefnoy  in  Hainault,  and  Ba- 
paume  in  Artois,  fhould  ,be  put  in  his  poffef-* 
fion :  that  the  States  fhould  not  enter  into 
any  agreement  with  Don  John,  without  the 
duke’s  confent ;  and  that,  in  cafe  they  fhould 
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reign,  they  fhould  make  choice  of  the  duke ;  but  < _ 

that  in  the  mean  time  the  government  fhould  ,5"s> 
remain  entire  in  the  hands  of  the  States. 

Agreeably  to  the  firft  article  of  this  treaty,  Defigns  of 
Anjou  had  affembled  a  confiderable  body  of  the  States‘ 
troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mors,  to  which 
place  the  States  fent  a  folemn  embafiy  to  in¬ 
treat  that  he  would  quicken  his  march  into  the 
interior  provinces.  They  intended,  that  their 
own  army  fhould  unite  with  his,  and  that  of 
Cafirnire,  and  that  all  the  three  armies  fhould 
ad  in  concert  with  one  another,  in  expelling 
Don  John,  before  he  fhould  receive  a  rein¬ 
forcement  from  Spain  or  Italy.  Nor  was  it 
without  apparent  reafon  that  they  entertained 
the  hopes  of  accomplifhing  this  defign.  Prince 
Cafirnire  had  palled  the  Rhine  and  the  Maefe, 
and  advanced  as  far  as  the  town  of  Dieft,  in 
Brabant.  His  army,  when  joined  with  that  of  Their  nu. 
the  States,  amounted  nearly  to  forty  thou-  ™my"S 
fand  foot  and  twenty  thoufand  horfe,  and  -was 
greatly  fuperior  to  any  which  Don  John  could 
mufler  to  oppofe  it. 

But  a  variety  of  caufes  concurred  in  render-  its  open¬ 
ing  almoft  ufelefs  thefe  mighty  preparations ;  dercdTnef- 
and  a  fpirit  of  divifion  arofe,  by  which  the  feftual- 
people  in  the  more  fertile  provinces  loft  for 
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ever  that  liberty  for  which  they  had  fo  ftrenu- 
oufly  contended,  at  the  very  time  w'hen  it  was 
moft  in  their  power  to  fecure  it  on  a  firm  and 
permanent  foundation.  For  although,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  teftimony  of  the  catholic,  as  \vell 
the  proteftant  hiftorians,  nothing  could  exceed 
the  prudence  and  moderation  with  which  the 
prince  of  Orange  conducted  the  affairs  of  go¬ 
vernment,  it  foon  appeared,  that  no  human 
wifdom  was  fufficient  to  preferve  harmony  and 
concord,  where  there  were  fo  many  grounds  of 
jealoufy  and  difcontent.  Of  this  difcontent 
and  jealoufy,  religious  bigotry  was  the  princi¬ 
pal,  but  not  the  only  caufe.  Ambition  and 
interefl  joined  their  influence  to  that  of  religion, 
and  not  only  divided  the  people  themfelves 
into  factions,  the  moft  inveterate  and  hoftile,  but 
created  fufpicion  and  difcord  between  them 
and  the  foreign  powers  which  they  had  called 
to  their  afliftance. 

The  queen  of  England  had  heard,  with 
great  uneafmefs,  of  the  late  treaty  between  the 
States  and  the  Duke  of  Anjou.  She  knew  not, 
at  this  time,  how  far  Henry  was  concerned  in 
his  brother’s  enterprife,  nor  what  fchemes  of 
conqueft  thefe  two  princes  might  have  formed. 
She  confidered  what  great  advantages  their 
neighbourhood  afforded  them  for  the  execution 
of  thefe  fchemes  \  and  forefaw  the  prejudice 
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which  might  accrue  to  the  Englilh  nation,  if 
the  Netherlands  were  to  fall  under  fubje&ion 
to  the  crown  of  France.  In  order  to  prevent 
this,  and  counterbalance  the  power  and  in¬ 
fluence  of  Anjou,  {he  had  made  fuch  ample  re¬ 
mittances  of  money  to  prince  Cafimire,  as  had 
enabled  him  to  augment  the  number  of  his 
army,  which  confided  wholly  of  proteftants, 
confiderably  above  what  the  States  had  either 
expefted  or  defined.  This  alarmed  the  jealoufy 
of  all  the  catholics  in  the  Low  Countries,  who 
dreaded  the  approach  of  fo  great  an  army  of  re¬ 
formers,  and  fufpefted  that  Cafimire,  in  con¬ 
cert  with  Elizabeth,  had  conceived  the  defign 
of  extirpating  the  popiih  faith.  They  did  not 
conceal  their  apprehenfions.  Even  the  prince 
of  Orange,  and  other  moderate  proteftants 
joined  in  remonftrating  with  Cafimire,  on  the 
neceffity  of  his  difmifling  a  part  of  his  forces. 
But  this  remonftrance  ferved  only  to  alienate 
him  from  the  prince  of  Orange  and  the  council, 
and  to  render  him  lefs  attentive  to  their  inftruc- 
tions  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  war. 
He  was  likewife  highly  offended  with  the  pre¬ 
ference  which  the  States  had  given  to  the  count 
of  Boffut,  by  appointing  him  commander  in 
chief  of  the  army  ;  and  he  made  them  feel  his 
refentment,  by  the  flownefs  of  all  his  military 
operations,  and  his  continual  demands  of  fup- 
plies  for  the  payment  of  his  troops D. 

b  Reklanus,  p.  25,  26. 

R  4  But 


o  o  k 

XIV. 


248 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


book  But  the  intemperate  zeal  and  ambition  of 

v— . _ _  the  proteftants  were  productive  of  ftill  more 

Y?8-  pernicious  effects.  Not  fatisfied  with  the  fecu- 

Intempe-  #  # 

rate  ze.u  rity  xrom  perfecution  which  they  had  enjoyed 
tion  of  the  fince  the  pacification  of  ,  Ghent,  they  took 
proteftants.  courage  from  the  great  number  of  proteftants 
in  the  army,  and  petitioned  Matthias  and  the 
States,  to  be  allowed  to  hold  their  religious 
affemblies  openly  in  churches,  and  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  on  the  fame  footing  with  the  catholics, 
to  the  feveral  offices  of  government.  They 
ought  certainly  to  have  remained  filent,  as  they 
had  done  hitherto,  till  the  common  enemy  had 
been  expelled,  and  the  public  tranquillity  efta- 
bliffied.  Yet  their  conduct  admits  of  fome 
apology :  their  party  had  greater  influence  now 
than  it  was  likely  to  poffefs,  if  the  catholics 
were  delivered  from  their  dread  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  and  they  could  not  forefee  thofe  fatal  con- 
fequences  with  which  their  application  was  after* 
wards  attended. 

But  whatever  judgment  may  be  formed  of 
their  difcretion,  the  States  thought  it  neceffary, 
left  the  army  fhould  have  proved  refractory,  to 
comply  with  their  requefts.  The  pacification 
of  Ghent  required  that  religion  fhould  remain 
on  the  fame  footing  on  which  it  flood  at  the 
time  of  that  treaty,  till  the  States  of  all  the  pro¬ 
vinces  fhould  be  affembled ;  yet  the  States, 
now  partially  affembled,  confented,  not  only 

that 


I 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OP  SPAIN. 

that  the  proteftants  fhould  have  accefs  to  all 
public  offices,  but  likewife  that  they  fhould  have 
churches  allowed  to  them  in  every  place  where  a 
hundred  families  refided ;  upon  this  condition, 
that  in  Holland  and  Zealand  the  fame  indulgence 
fhould  be  granted  to  the  catholic  inhabitants. 

To  this  decree  they  gave  the  name  of  the  Peace 
of  Religion ;  and  each  of  the  provinces  was  left 
at  liberty  to  accept  or  rejed  it,,  as  they  fhould 
judge  expedient. 

In  fome  cities  it  proved  a  falutary  remedy  Tiienn- 
for  the  diforders  with  which  they  were  diftrad-  require”' 
ed ;  but,  in  many  others,  it  added  malignity  to 
that  poifon,  which  raged  in  the  minds  of  the 
more  violent  religionifls,  and  was  the  fource 
of  the  moft  pernicious  animofity  and  difcord. 

It  gave  no  contentment  to  the  zealots  of  either 
party,  but  contributed  to  inflame  them  more 
than  ever  againfl  each  other,  by  adding  frefh 
materials  to  that  inveterate  jealoufy  and  ran¬ 
cour  which  their  bigotry  infpired,  but  which 
had  been  laid  afleep  for  fome  time  pad,  by 
their  apprehenfions  qf  the  common  danger. 

The  catholics  every  where,  but  in  a  few  cities 
of  Flanders  and  Brabant,  oppofed  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  decree ;  and  the  reformers  derived 
little  advantage  from  it,  except  in  thofe  places 
where  they  overpowered  their  antagonifts  by 
fuperior  numbers.  In  the  provinces  of  Artois 

and 
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book  and  Hainault,  where  the  Reformation  had  never 

_ made  any  confiderable  progrefs,  the  people 

1578.  reje&ed  the  decree  with  the  mod  determined 
obftinacy,  and  refufed  to  allow  the  exercife  of 
any  other  religion  but  the  catholic  within  their 
territories;  while  the  people  of  Ghent  and  other 
places,  in  which  the  majority  were  proteftants, 
adluated  by  the  fame  intolerant  and  bigoted  fpi- 
rit,  expelled  the  popilh  ecclefiaftics,  feized  their 
effects,  and  fpoiled  the  churches  of  their  orna¬ 
ments. 


Difcord  be-  .  Between  the  people  of  Ghent  and  the  Wal- 

tween  the  r  . 

Walloons  loons  c  a  particular  ground  of  enmity  had  fub- 
.-ind^Fkm-  fifted,  ever  fmce  the  former  had  call  the  duke 

d’Arfchot  and  his  attendants  into  prifon.  For 
moft  of  thefe  were  perfons  of  rank  in  the  Wal¬ 
loon  provinces ;  and  the  Ghentefe  had  not  only 
rejected  every  folicitation  in  their  behalf,  but 
had  even  treated  them  with  feverity  during  their 
confinement.  The  Walloons  were,  for  this  rea- 
fon,  the  more  readily  incenfed  by  the  ac¬ 
counts  which  they  received  of  the  late  enormi¬ 
ties  committed  againft  the  catholics,  which 
they  juftly  regarded  as  a  violation,  on  the  part 
of  the  proteftants,  of  their  late  engagements. 
Forgetful  therefore  of  the  danger  which  threat¬ 
ened  them,  and  liftening  only  to  the  voice  of 


c  The  natives  of  Artois,  Hainault,  a^d  the  other  foutheni 
provinces, 
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indignation  and  refentment,  they  began  to  fepa-  book 
rate  themfelves  from  the  other  provinces,  and 
refufed  to  contribute  their  fhare  of  the  money  *578- 
necelfary  for  the  payment  of  the  troops.  “  We 
<c  took  arms,”  faid  they,  “  to  vindicate  our  li- 
<c  berty ;  but  what  will  it  avail  us  to  be  deli- 
*e  vered  from  the  Spanilh  yoke,  if  we  mull 
“  fubmit  to  a  yoke  no  lefs  galling  and  intole- 
<e  rable,  impofed  upon  us  by  our  countrymen ; 

“  who,  under  the  pretext  of  zeal  againll  the 
tc  tyranny  of  the  Spaniards,  Ihew  now  that  their 
“  only  defign  has  been  to  tyrannize  over  us 
“  themfelves  ?”  The  other  provinces  reprefented 
to  them  the  mifchievous  confequences  with  which 
their  conduct  mull  be  attended,  and  accompanied 
their  reprefentations  with  prayers  and  threats;, 
but  the  Walloons  remained  inflexible,  and  foon 
afterwards  they  gave  a  ftriking  proof  of  their 
hoftile  difpofition,  by  refufing  to  deliver  the 
towns  of  Landrecy,  Quefnois,  and  Bapaume,  to 
the  duke  of  Anjou,  in  conformity  to  the  treaty 
above  recorded.  Not  fatisfied  with  this,  they 
began  to  prepare  openly  for  war,  and  employed 
the  contributions,  which  had  been  raifed  for 
paying  the  army  of  the  States,  in  levying  forces 
againll  the  Flemings.  The  Flemings  quickly 
armed  themfelves  in  their  defence,  and  feveral 
rencounters  happened  between  the  Walloons  and 
them,  that  were  equally  pernicious  to  both. 
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of  that  dif- 
cord. 


Prince  Cafimire’s  troops  and  thofe  of  the 
States  had  been  for  fome  time  paft  united,  and 
Don  John  was  not  poffefied  of  a  force  fufficient 
to  oppofe  them  ;  but  the  fadlious  and  refraftory 
fpirit  of  the  Walloons  and  Flemings  had  dif- 
fufed  itfelf  into  almoft  every  part  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  except  the  provinces  of  Holland  and 
Zealand.  Many  cities  withheld  their  contribu¬ 
tions,  and  the  army  was  extremely  ill  pro¬ 
vided  with  every  thing  necelfary  to  render  the 
operations  of  the  campaign  effectual.  Bof- 
fut’s  principal  object  was  to  compel  the  enemy 
to  a  general  engagement ;  and  for  this  purpofe, 
after  taking  two  or  three  towns  of  little  confe- 
quence,  he  led  his  troops  within  view  of  the 
camp  in  which  Don  John  had  entrenched  him- 
felf,  under  the  fortifications  of  Namur.  With 
an  army  fo  much  fuperior  in  number  to  the 
enemy,  the  count  might  have  forced  the  en¬ 
trenchments  ;  but  being  neither  furnifhed  with 
pioneers,  cannon,  or  a  fufficient  quantity  of  am¬ 
munition,  and  finding  Don  John  unalterably 
determined  to  keep  within  his  camp,  he  was 
obliged  to  retire.  His  troops,  in  the  mean 
time,  were  highly  difeontented,  on  account  of 
their  want  of  pay.  His  difeipline  was  unavoid¬ 
ably  relaxed.  The  country  was  oppreffed  and 
plundered.  Cafimire  accepted  of  an  invitation 
from  the  Ghentefe,  to  affift  them  with  a  part  of 
his  forces  againfl  the  Walloons.  It  became 

dangerous 
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dangerous  to  keep  the  remainder  of  the  army 
any  longer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Spanilh 
camp,  and  it  was  foon  afterwards  found  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  fupport  it-.  A  part  of  the  troops 
therefore  was  dilbanded,  and  the  reft  were  put 
into  garrifon  in  the  fortified  towns. 

The  duke  of  Anjou’s  army  was  not  better 
provided  with  the  means  of  fubfiftence  than  that 
of  the  States,  and  its  operations  were  equally  in- 
fignificant.  Confcious  of  his  inability  to  fulfil 
his  engagement,  Anjou  grafped  at  thofe  pre¬ 
texts  for  eluding  them,  which  the  conduct  of 
Cafimire,  and  that  of  the  Walloons,  afforded 
Tim.  He  complained  bitterly  of  the  treatment 
which  he  received  from  the  latter,  who  not  only 
refufed  him  admittance  into  the  towns  which 
the  States  had  promifed  for  the  accommodation 
of  his  troops,  but  fhewed  themfelves  no  lefs  un¬ 
willing  to  furnifh  him  with  provifions,  than 
if  he  had  come  to  invade,  and  not  to  protect 
and  defend  them.  He  feems  likewife  to  have 
fufpedted,  and  not  without  feme  reafon,  that 
Cafimire  had  formed  fome  private  defigns,  in- 
confiftent  with  that  eftabliftunent  which  he  him- 
felf  had  in  view  in  the  fouthern  provinces  ;  and 
that  he  had  carried  his  troops  to  the  afliftance 
of  the  people  of  Ghent,  in  order  to  pave  the 
way  for  executing  thofe  defigns.  He  therefore 
refufed  to  join  his  army  with  that  of  Boffut, 
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unlefs  Cafimire  fhould  return  to  it ;  and  wheri 
Matthias  and  the  prince  of  Orange  failed  in 
their  endeavours  to  prevail  on  Cafimire  (to 
whom  the  Ghentefe  had  advanced  a  confider- 
able  fum  of  money,  to  induce  him  to  remain 
with  them),  Anjou  broke  up  his  camp,  and  fuf- 
fered  a  part  of  his  army  to  go  over  to  the  baron 
de  Montigny,  who  was  commander  in  chief  at 
that  time  of  the  forces  of  the  Walloons  d. 

ConcTufion  Such  was  the  conclufion  of  this  campaign, 
paign.  and  fuch  the  ilfue  of  all  the  mighty  prepara¬ 
tions  which  the  States  had  made  for  a  vigorous 
profecution  of  the  war.  The  people  themfelves, 
inftead  of  uniting  their  efforts  againft  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy,  wage  war  with  one  another,  in 
violation  of  the  moll  folemn  engagements,  into 
which  they  had  entered  only  a  few  months 
before ;  and  the  princes,  who  had  undertaken 
to  deliver  the  Flemings  from  the  Spanilh  yoke, 
inlift  themfelves,  in  oppofition  to  each  other, 
under  the  banners  of  thofe  inveterate  factions, 
which  threaten  this  unhappy  people  with  de- 
ftruction. 

Casimire  went  over  to  England  to  juftify 
his  conduct  to  Elizabeth,  and  Anjou  fent  an 
ambalfador  to  the  States  to  make  an  apology 

t  Meteren,  p.233.  Grotius,  p.  60. 
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for  his,  by  reprefenting,  that  his  troops  had  book 

joined  thofe  of  Montigny  without  his  confent ;  . _ 

but  that  the  States  had  no  reafon  to  dread  the 
eonfequences  of  that  ftep,  fince  the  Ghentefe 
would  be  thereby  more  eafily  reflrained  from 
their  exceffes.  The  States,  thinking  it  pru¬ 
dent  to  diffemble  their  refentment,  admitted  of 
his  apology ;  and,  that  they  might  hill  re¬ 
main  on  friendly  terms  with  him,  they  alfured 
his  ambaffadors,  that  they  had  a  juft  fenfe  of 
gratitude  for  the  efforts  which  the  duke  had 
made  in  their  behalf;  that,  as  foon  as  poftible, 
they  would  refund  his  expences ;  and  that, 
if  they  fhould  ever  find  it  neceffary  to  elect 
another  prince,  in  the  place  of  the  king  of 
Spain,  they  would  make  him  an  offer  of  the 
fovereignty. 


During  the  courfe  of  the  tranfa&ions  that  Death  of 
have  been  related,  Don  John  had  kept  his  ofAuftrisu 
troops  within  their  camp  at  Namur.  They 
might  now  have  left  it  without  danger ;  but 
Don  John  had  been  feized,  fome  weeks  before, 
with  a  violent  illnefs,  which  cut  him  off  before 
he  had  reached  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 

His  death  was  by  fome  afcribed  to  poifon  ;  but, 
according  to  others,  it  was  owing  partly  to  dif- 
eafe,  and  partly  to  that  chagrin  which  he  con¬ 
ceived  from  the  negligence  with  which  his  re¬ 
peated  applications  for  money  and  troops  were 
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treated  by  the  Spanilh  miniders.  Fond  to 
excefs  of  military  glory,  and  confcious  of  ta¬ 
lents  which  would  probably  have  enfured  fuc- 
cefs,  he  lamented  bitterly  the  neceflity  which 
the  weaknefs  of  his  army  impofed  upon  him, 
of  remaining  fo  long  inadtive,  and  folicited  his 
brother  for  a  reinforcement  with  the  molt 
earned  importunity.  Nor  was  it  only  becaufe 
Philip  was  averfe  to  a  vigorous  profecution  of 
the  war,  that  he  deferred  complying  with  his 
requed.  After  that  renown,  which  Don  John 
acquired  in  the  battle  of  Lepanto,  his  conduft, 
as  above  related,  contained  fo  clear  a  difcovery 
of  his  views,  as  could  not  but  alarm  the  fufpi- 
cious  temper  of  the  King,  who  thenceforth 
kept  a  watchful  eye  upon  all  his  brother’s 
moll  fecret  motions ;  and  when  he  fent  him  to 
the  Netherlands,  refolved  never  to  intrull  him 
with  fuch  a  numerous  army  as  might  enable 
him  to  execute  any  ambitious  defign.  Philip’s 
fufpicions,  during  his  brother’s  rendence  in 
the  Low  Countries,  were  kept  perpetually  awake, 
by  reports  of  his  having  formed  a  defign  of 
marrying  the  queen  of  Scots.  To  thefe 
reports  Philip  gave  credit,  perhaps  too  eafily. 
By  his  orders,  Don  John’s  fecretary  Efcovedo, 
who  had  fomented  his  maker’s  ambition, 
was  privately  put  to  death.  It  was  be¬ 
lieved  by  many,  that  he  ilfued  the  like  or¬ 
ders  with  regard  to  his  brother,  and  that  this 

young 
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young  heroic  prince  died  of  poifon,  given  him 
by  certain  popifh  ecclefiaftics,  inftigated  by  the 
court  of  Spain.  But  whatever  ground  there  was 
for  this  perfuafion,  there  is  little  room  to  doubt 
that,  from  jealoufy  of  his  brother,  more  than 
any  other  caufe,  Philip  withheld  the  fupplies  ne» 
ceffary  for  carrying  on  the  war.  And  to  this 
circumftance  the  troops  of  the  States  were  in¬ 
debted  for  their  prefervation  from  that  ruin,  to 
which  their  divifions  had  expofed  them  \ 

d  Meteren,  p.  234.  Grotius,  &c; 
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DON  JOHN  having  on  his  death -bed  ap-  book 
pointed  the  prince  of  Parma  to  fucceed 
him,  his  choice  was  foon  afterwards  approved,  1578. 
and  ratified  by  the  king.  of  Pa^-'ma 

1  governor. 

This  young  prince  had,  on  many  occafions  h is  Chirac, 
fince  his  arrival  in  the  Netherlands,  given  ter* 
proof  of  confummate  prudence,  and  the  moll 
intrepid  valour.  Temperate,  vigilant,  and  in¬ 
defatigable,  he  could  defcend  to  the  mod  mi¬ 
nute  detail  in  all  military  operations,  and  was 
always  the  firft  to  expofe  himfelf  to  toil  and 
danger,  and  the  laft  to  retire.  Pliant  in  his 
manners,  and  infinuating  in  his  addrefs ;  he 

S  2  could 


z6o 

BOOK 


1579. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 

could  fpeak  moft  of  the  European  languages, 
and  accommodate  himfelf  to  the  foldiers  of  all 
the  different  nations  of  which  the  army  was  com- 
pofed.  He  poffeffed  a  vigour  of  bodily  confti- 
tution  equal  to  that  of  his  mind,  joined  with  an 
elevated  martial  air  and  afpeft,  which  ferved,  in 
time  of  battle,  to  fill  the  enemy  with  terror,  and 
to  infpire  his  own  troops  with  courage  and  com 
fidence  of  fuccefs. 

He  had  no  fooner  performed  the  laft  offices 
of  his  friend  and  kinfman,  than  he  applied 
himfelf  affiduoufly  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  that 
important  ftation  to  which  he  was  now  ad¬ 
vanced.  While  the  army  of  the  States  remained 
in  the  field,  he  was  obliged,  through  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  his  numbers,  to  follow  the  fame  plan 
which  his  predeceffor  had  purfued,  and  to  keep 
his  little  army  ftrongly  fortified  within  their 
camp ;  but  when,  from  the  caufes  above  ex¬ 
plained,  not  only  the  army  of  the  States,  but 
likewife  the  Germans  and  French  under  Cafi- 
mire  and  Anjou,  were  all  either  difbanded,  or 
put  into  winter-quarters,  Farnefe,  confidering 
this  as  the  proper  feafon  for  adtion,  refolved  to 
undertake  the  fiege  of  fome  important  place,  by 
the  acquifition  of  which  he  might  increafe  his 
refources  for  carrying  on  the  war. 
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He  hefitated  for  fome  time,  whether  he  fhould 
enter  firft  upon  the  fiege  of  Maeftricht,  or  that 
of  Antwerp.  The  benefit  which  he  would  have 
derived  from  the  pofleffion  of  the  latter  of  thefe 
places,  ^as  greater  than  any  which  could  arife 
from  that  of  the  former ;  as  Antwerp  was  the 
principal  feat  of  wealth  and  commerce  in  the 
Netherlands,  and  was  fituated  in  the  mo  ft  ad¬ 
vantageous  manner  for  profecuting  the  conqueft 
of  the  maritime  provinces ;  but  having  weighed 
attentively  the  difficulties  to  be  furmounted  in 
the  fiege  of  a  place  of  fo  great  extent  and 
ftrength  as  Antwerp,  he  wifely  refolved  to  begin 
with  the  fiege  of  Maeftricht,  in  which  he  could 
engage  with  fewer  forces,  and  a  greater  proba¬ 
bility  of  fuccefs  \ 
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In  order  to  conceal  his  defign  from  the  States, 
he  dire&ed  his  march  towards  Antwerp,  and 
had  a  ffiarp  rencounter  with  a  body  of  French 
and  Britifh  forces,  which  were  fent  out  to  ob- 
ftru£t  his  approach.  Thefe  he  forced  to  retire 
under  the  fortifications  of  the  city  ;  immedi¬ 
ately  after  which  he  turned  back  fuddenly,  and 
invefted  Maeftricht,  before  the  States  had  time 
to  furniftt  that  town  with  the  neceffiry  fupplies 
of  ftores  and  provifions, 

*  Bentivoglio,  part  ii.  lib.  i. 

S  3  Ths 


262 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 

1  ' 


BOOK 

XV. 


1579. 

Ug  lay  s  iiGge 
to  Maef- 
tricht. 


1 


The  inhabitants  were  not  numerous  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  extent  of  the  place b  ;  but  it  was 
ftrongly  fortified,  and  the  want  of  numbers 
was  abundantly  fupplied  by  the  martial  fpirit  of 
the  people,  who,  being  expofed  by  their  fitua- 
tion  to  frequent  invafions  from  foreign  ene¬ 
mies,  were  well  accuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  arms. 
About  fifteen  hundred  of  them  were  enrolled  ; 
and  by  thefe,  and  a  thoufand  regular  troops, 
together  with  two  thoufand  of  the  country 
people,  who  ferved  as  pioneers,  Maeftricht 
was  defended  for  almoft  four  months,  againft 
an  army  of  fifteen  thoufand  foot  and  four  thou-? 
fand  horfe,  the  befl  difciplined  and  braved: 
troops  in  Europe,  whofe  operations  were  diredt- 
ed  by  the  greatefl  military  genius  of  the  age. 
Amongft  the  befieged  there  were  two  perfons, 
Scwartzenbourg  de  Herle,  a  Fleming,  and 
Tappin,  a  Frenchman,  who  conducted  the  de¬ 
fence  with  a  degree  of  wifdom  and  intrepidity 
that  excited  univerfal  admiration  and  ap- 
plaufe. 


Conduct  of  The  prince  of  Parma,  having  arrived  be- 
thefiege.  fore  the  town  in  the  beginning  of  March,  fent 
Mondragone,  with  a  part  of  the  army,  to  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  river,  to  invert  the  town  of 
Vich  ;  whilrt  he  hiinfelf  remained  on  the  other 
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fide,  where  he  intended  to  make  his  principal 
attack.  His  firft  objeCt  was  to  prevent  the 
States  from  introducing  any  fupplies  or  rein¬ 
forcements.  With  this  view,  he  lhut  up  the 
Maefe  with  two  bridges  of  boats,  one  above 
and  the  other  below  the  town,  and  drew  quite 
round  his  camp,  on  both  Tides  of  the  river, 
lirong  lines  of  circumvallation.  Immediately 
after  taking  this  precaution,  he  began  to  make 
his  approach  to  the  walls  by  trenches.  The 
garrifon  had  the  courage  to  make  feveral 
fallies,  by  which  his  operations  were  retarded. 
At  length,  however,  when  by  perfeverance,  and 
the  power  of  fuperior  numbers,  his  trenches  were 
fufficiently  advanced,  he  planted  two  batteries, 
one  againft  the  gate  of  Tongres,  and  the  other 
againll  the  curtain,  between  the  gate  of  Hoxter 
and  that  of  the  Crofs.  While  the  batteries  were 
played  off  with  great  fuccefs,  the  Royalifls 
pufhed  forward  the  trenches,  and  were  ready  to 
enter  into  the  ditch.  The  breach  at  the  gate  of 
Tongres  wa:-  the  firft  made  practicable,  and  Far- 
nefe  refolved  to  affault  it  with  a  feleCt  body  of 
troops,  drawn  from  the  feveral  nations  of  which 
his  army  was  compofed.  By  thus  mingling 
them  together,  he  inflamed  their  ardour  and 
emulation ;  but  they  met  with  equal  ardour  on 
the  part  of  their  opponents,  and,  after  an 
obftinate  and  bloody  conflict,  were  obliged  to 
retire. 
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The  prince,  believing  that  this  firft  attempt 
had  failed  through  the  fmallnefs  of  the  breach, 
renewed  the  fire  of  his  batteries  with  redoubled 
fury,  and  prepared  for  a  fecond  attack.  In  or? 
der  to  weaken  the  garrifon  by  dividing  it,  he 
refolved  to  make  an  affault  at  each  of  the  two 
breaches  at  the  fame  time.  His  troops  ad¬ 
vanced  in  the  face  of  the  enemy’s  cannon,  with 
the  moft  undaunted  intrepidity.  The  befieged 
flood  undifmayed  till  they  approached,  and 
nothing  could  exceed  the  fury  with  which  both 
parties  began  the  combat.  Their  fire-arms 
foon  ceafed  to  be  of  ufe  to  them ;  for  they 
came  immediately  to  clofe  fight  in  which  they 
could  employ  only  their  pikes  and  fwords.  In 
one  of  the  breaches  De  Herle,  and  in  the  other 
Tappin,  gave  the  moll  fplendid  proofs  of  ca? 
pacity  and  valour.  The  affailants,  enraged  at 
meeting  with  fuch  obftinate  refiftance  from  an 
enemy  fo  much  inferior  in  number,  exerted 
their  utmofl  vigour  to  overpower  them.  The 
adtion  was  furious  and  defperate.  The  ruins 
of  the  wall,  and  the  ground  on  both  fides,  were 
ftrewed  with  the  dead  and  dying.  Stones 
hurled  down  from  the  bulwarks,  and  artificial 
fires,  which  the  befieged  launched  among  the 
affailants,  increafed  the  confufion.  Thofe  fires 
happened  to  lay  hold  of  the  barrels  of  gun¬ 
powder,  which  flood  near  for  the  ufe  of  the 
combatants.  The  explofion  was  terrible,  .  and 

7 


many 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 


many  on  both  Tides  periffied  by  this  fatal  acci¬ 
dent.  The  air  refounded  with  cries,  and 
ithrieks,  and  groans.  The  earth  was  covered 
with  mangled  carcafes ;  yet  thofe  who  fur- 
vived  {fill  maintained  their  ground  with  the 
fame  unconquerable  obdinacy  as  before,  and 
from  the  horrid  fcene  which  lay  around  them, 
feerned  only  to  derive  frefh  rage  and  fury.  The 
prince  of  Parma  gave  orders  at  lad,  with  much 
reluctance,  for  founding  a  retreat.  The  refolu- 
tion  and  fortitude  of  the  bedeged,  he  per¬ 
ceived,  were  not  to  be  overcome.  Even  if  he 
could  have  mounted  the  breach,  and  kept  pof- 
feffion  of  it,  this  would  not  have  availed  him, 
as  other  fortifications  had  been  raifed  within, 
which  rendered  the  town  almoft  as  impregnable 
as  before. 

Upon  reviewing  his  troops,  the  prince  found 
that  many  of  his  bed  officers  had  fallen,  and 
that  the  regiments  of  Spanifh  veterans  were  ex¬ 
tremely  diminifhed.  He  foon  completed  his 
numbers,  by  making  draughts  from  the  garri- 
fons  of  the  towns  in  his  poffeffion.  But  when  he 
reflected  on  the  character  of  the  befieged,  he 
perceived  the  neceffity  of  laying  afide  all 
thoughts  of  taking  the  town  by  dorm,  and  re- 
folved  to  content  himfelf  with  the  flower  me¬ 
thod  of  undermining  the  fortifications,  employ¬ 
ing  for  this  purpofe  a  prodigious  number  of 
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pioneers,  and  taking  effectual  care,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  render  it  impofiible  for  the  befieged  to 
receive  any  reinforcement  or  fupplies. 

The  States  were  not  neglectful  of  thepreferv^ 
ation  of  a  place,  where  both  the  garrifon  and 
inhabitants  had  fhewn  themfelves  fo  worthy  of 
their  attention.  Having  fame  time  before  re¬ 
ceived  the  celebrated  La  Noue  into  their  fer- 
vice,  they  had  appointed  him  governor  of 
Maeftricht,  and  given  him  the  charge  of  con¬ 
ducting  thither  the  reinforcements  which  they 
intended  for  the  relief  of  the  befieged.  No¬ 
thing  was  omitted  by  La  Noue  to  fulfil  their 
expeftations  ;  but  fo  pernicious  were  the  confe- 
quences  of  that  fpirit  of  difcord,  which  ftill 
raged  as  furioufly  as  ever,  between  the  pro- 
teflants  and  catholics,  that,  although  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  (late,  feconded  by  the  prince  of  Orange, 
gave  him  all  the  affi  fiance  in  their  power,  he 
was  never  able  to  coiled  a  force  fufficient  to 
execute  his  purpofe.  The  fituation  therefore 
of  the  befieged  was  become  extremely  deplor¬ 
able.  The  garrifon,  which  in  the  beginning 
of  the  fiege  confided  of  a  thoufand  men,  was 
now  reduced  to  tour  hundred,  and  the  citizens 
and  country-people  had  differed  a  proportion- 
able  diminution.  Their  provifions  began  to 
fail,  and  their  (lore  of  gunpowder  was  nearly 
exhaufttd, 
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Their  diftrefies  we  much  augmented  towards  book 

the  middle  of  June,  by  the  lofs  of  a  ravelin,  _ _ 

which  had  enabled  them  to  give  great  annoy-  us¬ 
ance  to  the  enemy.  To  acquire  poffeffion  of 
this  ravelin  had  been  the  chief  object  of  the 
prince  of  Parma’s  operations  for  feveral  weeks ; 
and,  though  he  met  with  the  moil  fpirited 
refiftance,  he  at  length  accomplifhed  his  de- 
fign,  and  could,  with  a  large  cavalier  which 
he  conftrudted,  overlook  the  walls,  and  fcour 
the  town  with  his  guns,  almoll  from  the  one 
end  to  the  other.  Still  however  the  befieged, 
animated  by  the  hopes  of  relief,  refufed  to  ca¬ 
pitulate. 

But  the  fiege  was  brought  to  a  conclufion  Mneariofet 
much  fooner  than  either  of  the  two  contending 
parties  had  reafon  to  expedh  On  the  29th  of 
June,  it  was  fufpedled  by  fome  Spanifh  foldiers, 
that  the  wonted  vigilance  of  the  garrifon  was 
relaxed.  In  order  to  know  the  truth  with  cer¬ 
tainty,  thefe  men  crept  filently  to  the  top  of 
the  rampart,  and  found  that  the  defendants 
were  not  only  few  in  number,  but  overpowered 
with  fatigue  and  heat,  and  buried  in  deep.  Of 
this  they  carried  information  to  the  general ; 
who,  without  delay,  ordered  fuch  of  his  troops 
as  were  neareft,  to  afcend  the  rampart  with 
as  little  noife  as  poffible.  They  were  immedi¬ 
ately  followed  by  all  the  reft'  of  the  army. 

The 
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book  The  garrifon  were  thus  luddenly  overwhelmed, 
and  almoU  all  of  them  were  put  to  the  fvvord. 

*579-  The  inhabitants  fought  defperately  ;  -but  they 
funk  at  lad:  under  the  fuperior  force  of  the 
aflailants,  who  fpared  neither  fex  nor  age  ;  and 
continued  the  daughter,  till  of  eight  thoufand 
citizens,  only  three  hundred  remained.  De 
Herle  efcaped  by  difguifmg  himfelf  in  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  a  menial  fervant;  and  Farnefe  iflued 
ftridt  orders  to  fpare  the  life  of  the  valiant 
Tappin c. 


The  prince 
of  Orange 
labours  to 
quell  the 
tumults  in 
Ghent. 


During  the  fiege  of  Maeftricht,  various  po¬ 
litical  negotiations  were  carried  on  by  the  op- 
pofite  parties.  The  prince  of  Orange  had  at 
this  time  the  chief  direction  of  all  the  meafures 
that  were  purfued  by  the  States  and  council ; 
Matthias  having,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  his 
own  want  of  experience,  left  the  entire  admi- 
niftration  in  his  hands.  The  difienfions  be¬ 
tween  the  Walloons  and  Flemings  had  from 
the  beginning  given  him  deep  concern,  and  he 
had  omitted  nothing  in  his  power  to  heal  them. 
Among  the  Walloons  he  had  little  influence, 
by  reafon  of  their  abhorrence  of  his  religion, 
and  the  jealoufy  which  they  had  conceived  of 
his  defigns.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Ghentefe, 
who,  in  that  age,  were  noted  for  their  turbulent 
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and  feditious  fpirit,  had  been  wrought  up  by 
certain  fa&ious  leaders  to  a  degree  of  madnefs, 
and  were  long  deaf  to  all  the  remonftrances 
which  he  could  employ.  St.  Aldegond,  whom 
he  fent  to  deal  with  them,  exerted,  but  in  vain, 
all  the  addrefs  and  eloquence  for  which  he  was 
fo  highly  celebrated.  The  interpofition  of  Mat¬ 
thias  and  the  States  was  equally  ineffectual. 
Nor  did  they  pay  any  greater  regard  to  the  re- 
prefentations  and  threats  of  Elizabeth,  who 
fent  over  an  ambalfador  d  on  purpofe  to  per- 
fuade  them.  At  length,  the  prince  of  Orange 
went  himfelf  to  treat  with  them.  They  had 
lately  inveighed  againfl  him,  with  great  feve- 
rity,  for  his  moderation  towards  the  catholics  •, 
and  had  buffered  fome  of  their  preachers  to 
arraign  him  on  this  account,  as  infmcere  in 
his  religious  profeffion.  But,  being  flattered 
with  that  regard  and  confidence  of  which  his 
prefent  vifit  was  expreffive,  they  refumed  their 
wonted  affeCtion  to  his  perfon  ;  and,  after  he 
had  flaid  among  them  fome  weeks,  they  com- 
plied  with  the  feveral  requefts  which  they  had 
hitherto  rejected.  They  confented  to  make  re- 
ftitution  of  the  goods  of  which  they  had  plun¬ 
dered  the  popilh  ecclefiaftics ;  permitted  the 
re*eflablifhment  of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of 
the  Romifh  church,  forbad  all  abufive  lan- 
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gTiage,  whether  in  the  pulpit  or  in  private  af* 
femblies,  and  engaged  to  yield  a  more  prompt 
obedience  for  the  future  to  the  authority  of  the 
States e. 

It  foon  however  appeared,  that  nothing  but 
William’s  perfonal  influence  had  induced  them 
to  make  thefe  concefiions.  In  a  few  months 
afterwards,  being  incited  by  the  fame  factious 
leaders  to  whom  they  had  formerly  liflened, 
they  indulged  themfelves  in  the  mod  unjufti- 
fiable  exceffes ;  they  plundered  the  churches 
and  monafteries,  expelled  the  ecclefiaftics  from 
the  town,  and  feized  their  effects,  which  they 
diflributed  among  the  Germans,  whom  they 
had  called  to  their  affiflance  againil  the  Wal¬ 
loons.  Thefe  and  other  enormities  occafioned 
the  prince  of  Orange  to  vifit  the  Ghentefe  a  fe- 
cond  time  ;  when  they  made  him  an  offer  of  the 
government  of  the  province.  He  prudently  de¬ 
clined  accepting  this  offer ;  but  having  again 
employed  all  his  influence  to  quafh  the  prefent 
diffenfions  in  the  city,  he  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to 
be  able  to  compel  Imbife  the  chief  magiftrate, 
together  with  his  factious  adherents,  to  leave 
the  city.  He  likewife  put  the  magiflracy  into 
the  hands  of  the  more  moderate  reformers,  fet 
at  liberty  fuch  of  the  Walloon  nobility  as  were 
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Hill  in  prifon,  and  procured  for  the  catholic  in¬ 
habitants,  liberty  of  private  worlhip,  and  fecurity 
from  moleftation f. 

William  laboured  with  no  lefs  earneftnefs  to 
afiuage  the  refentment  of  the  Walloons,  who, 
although  they  had  not  been  the  firfl  aggrelfors, 
perfifled  in  their  hoftile  difpofition,  with  the 
moft  unconquerable  obftinacy.  By  the  arti¬ 
fices  of  Matthew  de  Moulard,  bilhop  of  Arras, 
the  count  de  La  Lain,  the  marquis  de  Roubais, 
and  others  of  the  nobility,  who  beheld  with 
deep  malignity  William’s  unrivalled  credit  and 
authority,  the  people  had  conceived  the  moll 
incurable  fufpicions,  that,  far  from  being  a£tu- 
ated  by  a  difinterefled  attachment  to  the  civil  or 
religious  liberty  of  the  provinces,  he  intended 
only  his  own  exaltation,  and  was  preparing  to 
eftablilh  it  upon  the  ruins  of  the  catholic  faith. 

They  lent  a  deaf  ear  therefore  to  every  plan  of 
accommodation  that  was  propofed,  either  by  the 
prince  himfelf,  or  by  Matthias  and  the  States ; 
who,  they  knew,  were  entirely  directed  by  his 
counfels g. 

The  prince  of  Parma  wras  too  fagacious  not  The  prince 
to  difcern  the  advantage  which  this  difpofition 
of  the  Walloons  afforded  him,  for  drawing  j^n7a'7 
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book  them  back  to  their  allegiance.  Soon  after  the 

XV  °  • 

_ _  death  of  Don  John  of  Auftria,  he  had,  for 

*579-  this  purpofe,  begun  a  negotiation  with  their 
leaders ;  upon  which  he  had  bellowed  particu¬ 
lar  attention,  in  the  midft  of  thofe  military 
occupations  in  which  the  liege  of  Maeltricht 
had  engaged  him.  In  order  to  fruflrate  his  en¬ 
deavours,  the  prince  of  Orange  and  the  States 
remonllrated  to  the  Walloons  on  the  infidelity' 
which  would  be  juflly  imputed  to  them,  if 
they  Ihould  enter  into  any  feparate  terms  of 
agreement ;  and  reprefented  to  them  the  dan¬ 
ger  to  which  they  would  thereby  expofe  them - 
felves ,  as  well  as  the  other  provinces,  of  being 
again  enthralled  by  the  Spaniards.  The  Wal¬ 
loons  could  not  entirely  dived  themfelves  of 
the  fcruples,  which  thefe  remonllrances  were 
calculated  to  excite ;  nor  were  they  free  from 
thefe  apprehenfions  of  the  Spanilh  tyranny,  by 
which  the  other  provinces  wrere  fo  much  dif- 
quieted.  They  had  not  forgot  the  feenes  of 
treachery  and  violence,  of  which  they  had 
been  fo  often  witnefifes ;  and  found  it  difficult 
to  rely  on  the  promifes  of  thofe,  whofe  infn- 
cerity  they  had  fo  frequently  experienced.  On 
the  other  hand,  their  bigotry,  joined  with  the 
inveterate  jealoufy  which  the  nobility  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  formed  an  infur- 
mountable  obftacle  againll  any  agreement  with 
the  Flemings.  That  hatred  with  which  they 
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had  been  long  actuated  againd  the  Spaniards,  'book 

began  to  yield  to  a  more  implacable  averfion  _ _ 

againd  the  protedants ;  and  in  this  they  were  x579» 
confirmed  by  the  addrefs  of  the  bifhop  of 
Arras,  and  the  other  agents  of  the  prince  of 
Parma ;  whofe  propofals  of  accommodation 
they  were  now  inclined  to  embrace,  provided 
it  could  be  done  confidently  with  thofe  folemn 
engagements,  under  which  they  had  lately 
come  to  the  other  provinces.  To  thefe  en¬ 
gagements,  according  to  the  fenfe  in  which 
they  themfelves  underltood  them,  they  ad¬ 
hered  with  inflexible  fidelity  ;  and  perfided  to 
the  lad  in  requiring  that  all  foreign  troops 
ftiould  be  immediately  difmifled ;  that  the  pa¬ 
cification  of  Ghent  fhould  be  fully  executed ; 
and  that  Philip  fhould  recognife  their  right  to 
form  alliances  either  within  or  without  the 
Netherlands,  in  cafe  of  any  infraction,  on  his 
part,  of  the  articles  of  this  pacification. 

Of  their  feveral  demands,  there  was  none  TheSpanifo 
which  the  prince  of  Parma  found  it  fo  difficult  ^ps^en* 
to  diged,  as  that  of  fending  away  the  foreign  ^uett°([1th* 
troops.  Their  place,  he  knew,  could  not  be  lands, 
fupplied  by  the  undifciplined  forces  of  the 
country ;  and  he  dreaded  that  he  fhould  be 
obliged  to  abandon  the  plan  which  he  had 
formed,  for  fubduing  the  maritime  provinces. 

The  king,  to  whom  he  applied  for  precife  in- 
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*  /  , 
book  flructions,  was  no  lefs  averfe  to  this  conceffioiL 

But  Philip,  confidering  the  recovery  of  the 
-579-  Walloons  (the  moft  warlike  of  all  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  Netherlands)  as  a  matter  of  the  laft 
importance ;  efpecially  in  the  prefent  jun&ure, 
when  his  exchequer  was  drained  by  the  ex¬ 
pence  which  he  had  incurred  in  the  conqueft 
of  Portugal ;  and  hoping,  that  by  the  indul¬ 
gent  meafures  which  he  had  refolved  to  efpoufe 
in  his  treatment  of  the  Walloons,  he  fhould  be 
able  ere  long  to  obtain  their  confent  to  what¬ 
ever  he  fhould  require  of  them,  he  fent  orders 
to  Farnefe  to  haflen  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty; 
and  it  was  accordingly  concluded  in  the  follow- 
May  17th.  ing  terms :  That  all  foreign  troops  in  the  fer- 
viee  of  the  king,  fhould  leave  the  Netherlands 
.  in  fix  weeks,  and  never  return  thither  without 

the  confent  of  the  Walloon  provinces :  that  an 
army  of  national  troops  fhould  be  levied,  to 
the  payment  of  which  the  king  might  apply 
the  f'ubfidies  to  be  granted  by  the  States:  that 
all  perfons  in  public  offices  fhould  take  an  oath 
to  maintain  the  catholic  religion :  that  all  the 
privileges  of  the  provinces  fhould  remain  in¬ 
violate  :  and  that  the  government  fhould  be 
preferved  in  the  fame  form  in  which  it  had 
been  left  by  the  late  emperor  when  he  refigned 
his  dominions h. 

h  Bentivoglio,  part  ii.  lib.  2. 

This 
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This  treaty  was  figned,  on  the  part  of  the 
provinces,  only  by  the  deputies  of  French 
Flanders,  Artois,  and  Hainault.  The  other 
provinces  were  not  called,  as  Luxemburg 
had  never  concurred  in  any  of  the  late  tranf- 
a&ions;  and  the  greateft  part  of  Limburg 
and  Namur  had  already  fubmitted  to  the 
king’s  authority. 

The  prince  of  Orange,  no  ftranger  to  the 
fecret  motives  of  the  leading  men  among  the 
Walloons,  having  forefeen  that  this  agreement 
would  certainly  take  place,  had,  in  order  to 
provide  a  counterpoife  againfl  it,  fet  on  foot  a 
new  treaty  of  alliance  among  the  provinces  of 
Holland,  Zealand,  Utretcht,  Guelderland,  Frief- 
land,  Brabant,  and  Flanders.  This  alliance 
was  called  the  Union  of  Utrecht,  from  the  1 
place  where  it  was  brought  to  a  conclufion.  It 
may  juftly  be  confidered  as  the  xirft  foundation 
of  the  republic  of  the  United  Provinces.  It  is 
{till  regarded  as  containing  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  conftitution,  and  proves  its  author, 
by  the  wifdom,  moderation,  and  extenfive 
views  which  it  difcovers.  It  contains  neither 
any  avowal,  nor  any  exprefs  renunciation  of 
their  allegiance  to  Philip ;  but  the  provinces  n 
tacitly  affume  to  themfelves  the  fovereign  au¬ 
thority,  and  lodge  it  partly  in  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  the  States,  and  partly  in  the  States 
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of  the  feveral  provinces.  The  principle  articles 
of  this  confederacy  are  thofe  which  follow : 
44  That  the  feveral  provinces  contra&ing,  unite 
themfelves  together  in  one  political  body,  re¬ 
nouncing  for  ever  the  power  of  feparating  from 
each  other ;  but  referving  each  to  itfelf  all  the 
rights  which  it  poffeffed  before. 

44  That  the  faid  provinces  fhall  affifl  each 
other  to  repel  the  attacks  of  any  foreign  power  ; 
and,  in  particular,  to  repel  whatever  violence 
may  be  offered  to  any  of  the  contra&ing  par¬ 
ties,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Spain,  under 
the  pretext  of  eflablifhing  the  catholic  religion, 
or  on  account  of  any  tranfa&ion'  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands  fince  the  year  1558;  leaving  it  always 
to  the  generality  of  the  union  to  determine  in 
what  proportion  each  province  fhall  be  ob¬ 
liged  to  furnifh  its  fupplies,  either  of  money  or 
of  troops. 

44  That  in  Holland  and  Zealand,  no  reli¬ 
gion  but  that  which  is  already  eftablifhed  fhall 
be  openly  profeffed  ;  and  that  the  other  pro¬ 
vinces  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  allow  either  of  the 
proteftant  religion,  or  the  catholic,  or  both,  as 
they  themfelves  fhall  judge  expedient  :  that  ref- 
titution  fhall  be  made  of  the  effedts  which  be¬ 
longed  to  the  convents  and  churches,  in  all  the 
provinces,  except  thofe  of  Holland  and  Zea¬ 
land  j 
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land  j  and  in  thefe,  that  penfions  fhall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  popifh  ecclefiaftics,  to  be  paid 
them  wherefoever  they  refide. 

“  That  all  frontier  and  other  towns,  which 
the  general  and  provincial  States  fhall  think 
proper  to  fortify,  fhall  be  fortified  at  the  joint 
e^cpence  of  the  generality,  and  of  the  particular 
province  in  which  they  lie ;  but  if  the  General 
States  (hall  on  any  occafion  think  proper  to  build 
new  forts,  without  the  confent  of  the  particular 
province  in  which  they  lie,  the  generality  fhall 
furnilh  the  whole  expence. 

<{  That  all  fortified  towns  fhall  be  obliged  to 
receive  fuch  garrifons  as  the  generality  fhall  ap¬ 
point,  on  condition  that  the  troops  fhall,  befides 
their  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  General  States, 
take  a  particular  oath  to  the  province  and  town 
in  which  they  are  Rationed. 

“  That  the  General  States  fhall  not  conclude 
any  peace  or  truce,  nor  undertake  any  war,  nor 
impofe  any  taxes,  without  the  confent  of  the 
majority  of  all  the  provinces  and  towns  of  the 
union  ;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  no  town  or 
province  fhall  enter  into  any  alliance  with  any 
foreign  prince  or  power,  without  confent  of  the 
generality, 
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tc  That  in  cafe  any  Prince  or  State  fhall  in- 
cline  to  accede  to  this  alliance,  he  may  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  with  the  confent  of  all  the  members  of 
the  confederacy. 

Ci  That  all  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to  that  of  fixty, 
fhall,  in  a  month  after  the  publication  of  the  pre- 
fent  treaty,  infcribe  their  names  in  a  regifter  to 
be  laid  before  the  General  States  at  their  firfh 
affembly,  to  affifl  them  in  judging  what  forces 
each  province  is  able  to  furnifh. 

i(  That,  in  order  to  procure  the  money  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the  forces,  all  the  taxes 
fhall  be  farmed  out  publicly,  to  thofe  who  fhall 
make  the  highefl  offer  ;  and  laftly,  that  the  faid 
taxes  fhall  be  heightened  or  lowered,  according 
as  the  General  States  fhall  judge  the  exigencies 
of  the  confederacy  to  require.” 

This  confederacy  was  not  immediately  at¬ 
tended  with  thofe  advantages  which  it  was  de- 
figned  and  calculated  to  produce.  It  behoved 
the  religious  parties  to  experience,  for  fome 
time  longer,  the  mifchievous  effects  of  their 
intemperate  zeal  and  bigotry,  before  they  could 
live  at  peace.  In  feveral  places,  the  people 
were  ftill  agitated  by  the  moft  violent  ani- 
mofity  againft  one  another.  In  Bois-le-duc, 

the 
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the  proteftants  and  papifts  took  arms,  and  coming 
to  blows,  had  feveral  hundreds  of  their  number 
killed.  Soon  after  this,  the  proteflants,  being 
feized  with  a  fudden  panic,  abandoned  the  town 
to  their  enemies,  who  immediately  fubmitted  to 
the  Spaniards. 

V  ■>. 

In  Antwerp,  where  the  proteftant  party  was 
the  moll  powerful,  the  people  infulted  the  popilh 
ecclefiaftics,  when  employed  in  one  of  the  folemn 
proceflions  of  their  religion  ;  and  in  fpite  of  Mat¬ 
thias  and  the  prince  of  Orange,  who  interpofed 
their  authority  to  prated  them,  they  obliged 
them  to  leave  the  city.  f 

These  violences,  which  the  reformers,  im¬ 
pelled  by  their  religious  zeal,-  exercifed  in 
Antwerp  and  other  places,  ferved  only  more 
eafily  to  reconcile  the  catholics  to  the  Spanifli 
government ;  and  contributed  not  a  little  to 
make  feveral  of  the  nobility  forfake  the  party  of 
the  States.  Among  thefe  was  count  Egmont, 
fon  of  the  great  unfortunate  count  Egmont. 
This  young  nobleman  had  hitherto  diftinguifh- 
ed  himfelf  by  his  zeal  again!!  the  Spaniards  j 
but  refolving  now  to  make  his  peace  with  them, 
he  attempted,  with  a  regiment  of  Walloons, 
to  render  himfelf  matter  of  Bruffels,  in  order  to 
deliver  it  to  Farnefe ;  and  he  fucceeded  fo  far 
in  his  defign,  as  to  get  pofleffion  of  one  of  the 
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gates,  and  introduce  his  troops  into  the  city. 
The  citizens  ran  inftantly  to  arms ;  and,  being 
joined  by  fome  regular  forces  in  the  fervice  of 
the  States,  they  quickly  recovered  the  gate  by 
a  Angular  ftratagerri.  Having  driven  violently 
towards  it  fome  waggons  loaded  with  hay  and 
ftraw,  they  fet  fire  to  thefe  combuftible  mate¬ 
rials,  and  the  wind  blowing  the  flame  and 
fmoke  towards  count  Egmont’s  foldiers,  they 
were  obliged  to  betake  themfelves  to  flight. 
The  whole  inhabitants  had,  in  the  mean  time, 
got  under  arms,  and  Egmont,  with  the  reft  of 
his  men,  was  fhut  up  in  the  market-place, 
hemmed  in  on  every  fide,  and  without  any 
profpeft  of  deliverance.  There  they  remained 
during  that  day  and  the  night  following  ;  neither 
of  the  two  parties  being  inclined  to  begin  ho- 
ftilities.  The  citizens  mean  while  indulged 
their  refentment,  by  reproaching  the  count  with 
his  treachery,  in  forfaking  thofe  who  had  taken 
arms  to  revenge  his  father’s  death  ;  calling  out 
to  him,  that  only  eleven  years  before,  on  the 
fame  day  of  the  year,  and  in  the  very  place 
where  he  then  ftood,  his  father  had  died  a 
martyr  for  that  caufe,  which  he  now  wanted  fo 
bafely  to  betray.  This  bitter  remembrance 
drew  tears  from  the  young  man’s  eyes.  The 
people  were  moved  with  that  companion  for 
the  fon  which  they  owed  to  the  memory  of  the 

father. 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 


2S1 


father,  and  confented  to  fuffer  him  and  his  book 
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troops  to  leave  the  town  *.  1 _ 


During  the  courfe  of  thefe  tranfaftions,  con-  Conferences 


ferences  for  reconciling  the  Netherlands  to  c«i !$n, 
Philip  were  held  in  the  city  of  Cologn,  at  the 
requeft  and  under  the  mediation  of  the  empe¬ 
ror,  the  pope,  and  the  eleftors  of  Treves  a$d 
Cologn.  The  pope  fent  thither  Caftagna, 
archbilhop  of  Rolfano,  who  afterwards  attained 
the  papal  dignity,  and  affumed  the  name  of 
Urban  VII.  The  chief  of  the  emperor’s  em- 
balfy  was  count  Scwartzenburg.  Philip  named 
the  duke  de  Terra  Nuova  for  his  ambaflador, 
and  the  duke  d’Arfchot  was  at  the  head  of  the 
deputies  from  the  States.  From  this  nomina¬ 
tion  of  perfons  of  fo  great  eminence  and  diftinc- 
tion,  fuperficial  obfervers  were  apt  to  imagine, 
that  the  negotiation  committed  to  them  could 
not  fail  to  be  brought  to  the  defired  conclufion. 

But  this  was  not  the  judgment  of  perfons  of 
greater  penetration.  They  confidered,  not 
only  that  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  the  other 
popular  leaders  by  whom  the  States  were  go¬ 
verned,  had  already  gone  too  far  to  expefl  for- 
givenefs  from  the  unrelenting  temper  of  the 
king ;  but  that  the  opinions  of  the  reformers 
were  more  widely  diftufed,  and  their  zeal,  if 

*  Grotius,  p.  64.  Meteren,  book  ix.  p.  250. 
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book  poflible,  more  ardent  than  ever.  And  as  there 

yrr  A  t 

was  no  reafon  to  believe  that  they  would  ever . 

1579-  be  perfuaded  to  abandon  their  religion,  fo  there 
**  was  little  ground  to  hope  that  Philip’s  bigotry 
would  fuffer  him  to  agree  to  any  terms  of  peace, 
whilft  they  adhered  to  it.  It  was  in  reality  this 
caufe  chiefly,  by  which  the  prefent  negotiation, 
as  well  as  all  preceding  ones,  was  fruftrated. 
Philip  adted  on  this  occafion  with  his  ufual  dupli¬ 
city,  and  gave  private  iuflrudtions  to  his  ambaf- 
fador,  of  very  different  import  from  thofe 
which  had  been  communicated  to  the  empe¬ 
ror k.  At  firft  he  feemed  willing  to  ratify  the 
pacification  of  Ghent ;  and  by  one  of  the  articles 
of  that  treaty,  religion  was  to  remain  on  its  pre¬ 
fent  footing,  -till  a  general  afiembiy  of  the 
States  fhould  alter  it.  But  in  the  courfe  of  the 
conferences  it  appeared,  that  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  popery  was  a  condition  without  which 
he  would  agree  to  no  accommodation.  Neither 
would  he  confent  to  the  convoking  of  the  aflem¬ 
bly  of  the  States,  nor  to  the  ratifying  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Matthias ;  and  he  (till  infilled  peremp¬ 
torily,  that  all  cities,  forts,  and  military  fiores, 
fhould  be  immediately  delivered  into  the  hands 
<,f  the  prince  of  Parma.  In  a  word,  the  terms 
offered  on  this  occafion  were,  in  every  mate¬ 
rial  article,  the  fame  with  thofe  which  had  been 

k  Strada,  lib.  v. 
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formerly  rejefted  by  the  provinces  of  Holland 
and  Zealand,  when  they  flood  alone  and  un- 
fupported  by  the  other  provinces  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  it  is  difficult  to  fuppofe  that  Phillip  could, 
from  the  beginning,  have  intended  any  thing 
by  the  prefent  negotiation,  but  to  gratify  the 
pope  and  emperor,  at  whofe  defire  it  was 
begun. 

Before  the  diffolution  of  this  congrefs, 
however,  he  humbled  himfelf  fo  far  as  to 
make  private  offers  to  the  prince  of  Orange. 
Thefe  were  the  payment  of  his  debts,  the 
reftitution  of  his  eftates,  a  compenfation  for 
the  Ioffes  which  he  had  fuftained  during  the 
war,  and  the  liberty  of  his  fon  the  count  of 
Buren,  upon  whom,  if  the  prince  himfelf 
fhould  incline  to  retire  into  Germany,  the 
king  promifed  to  beftow  the  government  of 
Holland  and  Utrecht.  Thefe  offers  were 
made  in  Philip’s  name  by  count  Scwartzen- 
burg,  who  pledged  his  faith  for  the  ftri<ff  per¬ 
formance  of  them.  William  could  not  but  be 
flattered  with  the  teftimony  which  was  thus 
given,  by  an  enemy  fo  great  and  powerful, 
of  the  dread  that  was  entertained  of  his  abi¬ 
lities.  But  being  fuperior  to  the  allurements 
of .  intereft,  he  preferred  the  glory  of  faving 
from  flavery  a  people  who  confided  in  his  in¬ 
tegrity. 
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tegrity,  to  all  the  advantages  which  he  or  his 
family  could  have  derived  from  the  favour  of 
the  king.  “  He  would  liften  to  no  propo- 
fal,”  he  faid,  “  that  related  to  himfelf  only. 
He  was  confcious,  that  in  all  his  conduct, 
he  had  been  animated  by  a  difinterefted 
affedtion  towards  the  public  good ;  and  no 
confideration  would  induce  him  to  enter  in¬ 
to  any  agreement,  from  which  the  States 
and  people  were  excluded :  but  if  their 
juft  claims  were  fatisfied,  he  would  not  re¬ 
ject  any  terms  for  himfelf,  which  his  con- 
fcience  and  honour  would  fuffer  him  to  ac¬ 
cept 

Soon  after  this  the  congrefs  was  diffolved ; 
and  no  other  effedt  was  produced  by  it,  ex¬ 
cept  that  the  duke  d’Arfchot,  and  fome  other 
deputies  of  the  States,  embraced  the  opportu¬ 
nity  with  which  it  furnifhed  them,  of  reconcil¬ 
ing  themfelves  to  the  king. 

The  negotiations  for  peace  did  not  entirely 
interrupt  the  operations  of  the  war.  By  the 
aftiftance  of  the  catholic  inhabitants,  the  prince 
of  Parma  acquired  pofieftion  of  Mechlin ; 
and  fome  time  afterwards  of  Villebrock. 


'  Reidanus,  p.  29.  Grotius,  p.  66. 
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Thefe  Ioffes  were  compenfated  to'  the  States,  book 
by  fome  acquifitions  which  their  forces  made 
under  the  count  of  Renneberg ;  who,  befides  1579* 
reducing  the  province  of  Friefland,  made  him- 
felf  matter  of  Deventer  and  Groningen.  In 
the  fouthern  provinces,  the  Flemings  and  Wal¬ 
loons  were  engaged  in  perpetual  hoflilities 
againft  one  another ;  but  no  exploit  was 
performed  by  either  party,  fufficiently  in- 
tereftmg  and  important  to  deferve  to  be  re¬ 
corded. 
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PHILIP  THE  SECOND , 

KING  OF  SPAIN. 


BOOK  XVI. 

DURING  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  book: 

tranfadlions  in  the  Netherlands,  Philip 
was  afliduoufly  employed  in  preparing  to  aflert  r579- 
his  claim  to  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  an  ob- 
jedt  fitted  to  inflame  a  more  moderate  ambition 
than  that  of  Philip,  and  worthy  of  all  the  at¬ 
tention  and  expence  which  he  bellowed  in  or¬ 
der  to  acquire  it.  Under  a  fucceflion  of  kings, 
who  placed  their  glory  in  promoting  commerce 
among  their  fubjedts,  and  in  making  difcoveries 
in  the  remoteft  regions  of  the  globe,  the  Por- 
tuguefe  had  attained  a  degree  of  confideration 
among  the  European  nations,  from  which  the 
narrow  limits  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood 
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bourhood  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy,  feemed  fof 
ever  to  exclude  them.  Befides  eftablilhing 
fettlements  in  Africa,  and  the  adjacent  iflands, 
they  had  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
which  no  European  mariners  had  ever  attempted, 
and  had  penetrated  boldly  into  almoft  every 
corner  of  the  great  eaftern  ocean,  difcovering 
lands  till  then  unknown,  and  founding  cities, 
with  a  view  to  the  advancement  of  their  trade. 
And  riot  fatisfied  with  their  acquifttions  in  the 
Eall,  they  had  turned  their  arms  towards  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  planted  in  Brafil  that  valuable  colony 
of  whiih  they  (till  retain  pofleflion. 

John  the  Third,  the  laft  of  thofe  great  kings 
under  whofe  government  the  Portuguefe  per¬ 
formed  fuch  mighty  achievements,;  died  feveral 
years  before  the  prefent  period,  leaving  his 
throne  to  Sebaftian,  his  grandfon,  who  was 
then  only  three  years  old.  This  young  prince 
gave  early  indications  of  many  fplendid  accom- 
plifhments,  which  excited  in  the  minds  of  the 
Portuguefe  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  of  a  pro- 
fperous  ahd  happy  reign  ;  but  unfortunately  for 
himfelf,  as  well  as  for  his  people,  he  was  ani¬ 
mated  with  the  moft  chimerical  ambition,  which 
led  him  not  to  imitate  the  example  of  his  illuftri- 

J  m  x 

ous  anceftors,  by  ftudymg  to  promote  the  true 
happinefs  of  his  fubje&s,  but  prompted  him  to 
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extend  his  dominions,  in  order  to  propagate  the  book 
Romifh  faith. 

1579- 

This  paflion  was  cherifhed  in  him  by  Bon  His  roman. 
Alexis  de  Menezes,  his  governor,  and  Lewis  j£nambl‘ 
de  Camarra,  a  jefuit,  his  tutor  or  inftruttor ; 
the  former  of  whom  was  perpetually  celebrating 
the  praifes  of  his  predeceifors,  on  account  of 
their  vi&ories  over  the  Moors  in  Africa  and  the 
Indies ;  while  the  latter  imprelfed  his  young 
mind  with  a  perfuafion,  that  it  was  the  firft 
duty  of  a  Chriftian  king,  and  the  mod  accept¬ 
able  fervice  which  he  could  perform  to  the' 

Deity,  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
religion.  By  thefe  means,  his  ambition  was 
inflamed  to  a  degree  of  madnefs  ;  and,  in  order 
to  accomplifh  that  defign  which  appeared  fo 
meritorious  and  honourable,  he  once  refolved 
to  fail  with  a  fleet  and  army  to  India;  nor 
could  his  courtiers  perfuade  him  to  relinquilh 
that  romantic  project,  till  they  propofed  that, 
in  place  of  it,  he  fhould  undertake  an  expedi¬ 
tion  again!!  the  Mahometans  in  Africa.  From 
this  enterprife  likewife  his  wife!!  counfellors 
laboured  with  much  folicitude  to  divert  him  ; 
but  their  exhortations  proved  ineflfe&ual.  Se- 
baftian  adhered  to  his  purpofe  with  inflexible 
obftinacy,  and  exerted  himfelf,  with  great  ac¬ 
tivity,  in  making  preparations  for  carrying  it 
into  execution. 
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Sebaftian 
refolves  to 
intade  Mo¬ 
rocco. 


In  the  midft  of  thefe  preparations  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  prefented  itfelf,  which  he  confidered  as 
a  declaration  of  Heaven  in  favour  of  his  de= 
fign.  On  the  death  of  Abdalla,  king  of  Mo¬ 
rocco,  his  fon,  Muley  Mahomet,  had  feized 
upon  the  crown,  in  contradi&ion  to  an  efta- 
blifhed  law  of  fucceflion,  that  the  kingdom 
Ihould  devolve  to  the  brother  of  the  deceafed 
king.  A  civil  war  enfued,  and  Mahomet, 
after  having  loll  feveral  pitched  battles,  was 
compelled  to  leave  his  uncle,  Muley-Moluc,  a 
prince  of  great  abilities  and  virtues,  in  poflef- 
fion  of  the  throne.  After  attempting  in  vain 
to  engage  Philip  to  efpoufe  his  caufe,  Mahomet 
applied  to  Sebaftian,  and  olfered,  if  he  would 
reinflate  him  in  his  dominions,  to  put  certain 
towns  into  his  hands,  and  to  become  tributary 
to  the  crown  of  Portugal. 

Sebastian  liflened  to  thefe  offers  with  the 
utmofl  pleafure,  and  readily  engaged  to  pafs 
over  himfelf  to  Africa  with  a  fleet  and  army. 

To  enable  him  to  fulfil  this  engagement,  he 
folicited  afliflance  in  troops  from  his  uncle  the 
king  of  Spain,  from  fome  Italian  powers,  and 
(which  {hews  how  anxious  he  was  to  infure  fuc- 
cefs)  from  the  prince  of  Orange. 
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In  anfvver  to  the  application  which  he  made 
to  Philip,  that  monarch  propofed  an  interview 
with  him,  in  the  town  of  Guadaloupe  in  Caftile. 
Sebaftian  agreed  to  this  propofal ;  and  the  Spa- 
nifh  hiftorians  relate,  that,  in  the  interview 
which  was  held  foon  afterwards,  Philip  en¬ 
deavoured  to  diffuade  him  from  his  intended 
enterprife ;  but  that,  having  found  him  inflex¬ 
ible,  he  promifed,  before  they  parted,  to  affift. 
him  with  fifty  gallies  and  five  thoufand  men. 
They  add,  that  not  long  after,  Philip  dread¬ 
ing  that  the  great  number  of  Turks  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  Muley-Moluc  might  reduce  Morocco 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Sultan,  made  an  offer 
of  his  friendfhip  to  that  prince,  v/ho,  being 
likewife  under  apprehenfions  of  danger  from 
the  Turks,  gladly  accepted  of  it,  and  entered 
into  the  propofed  alliance.  The  fame  hiftorians 
inform  us,  that  about  this  time  Philip  ob¬ 
tained,  through  the  interceflion  of  the  Vene¬ 
tians,  a  truce  of  three  years  from  the  Sultan  ; 
and  that  he  was  prompted  to  humble  himfelf  fo 
far,  as  thus  to  treat  with  the  inveterate  ene¬ 
mies  of  Chriftianity  (which  he  had  never 
vouchfafed  to  do  before),  by  the  anxiety  which 
he  entertained  with  regard  to  the  tranfadtions 
in  the  Netherlands  \ 

*  Ferreras,  vol.  x.  p.  306.312. 
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The  prince  of  Orange  was  not  lefs  anxious 
concerning  the  iflue  of  thefe  tranfadtions,  yet 
his  conduct  was  extremely  different  from  that 
of  Philip  ;  whether  it  proceeded  from  his  na¬ 
tive  magnanimity,  joined  with  a  defire  of  giv¬ 
ing  proof,  in  the  fight  of  all  Europe,  of  the 
flrength  of  the  confederate  provinces,  or  from 
the  hopes  of  fecuring  Sebafiian’s  friendfhip  to 
the  confederacy  in  fome  future  period  ;  by 
whichfoever  of  thefe  motives  'William  was  in¬ 
fluenced  on  this  occafon,  he  gave  the  kindeft 
reception  to  Da  Cofla,  the  Portuguefe  ambafia- 
dor,  and  afterwards  fent  three  thoufand  Ger¬ 
mans  to  the  afhftance  oi  Sebaflian b. 

These  troops,  with  ten  thoufand  Portuguefe, 
and  fome  Italians  and  Spaniards  that  were  fent 
him  by  Philip,  notwithftanding  his  late  treaty 
with  Muley-Moluc,  made  up  an  army  of  fifteen 
thoufand  men.  "With  this  army,  and  a  great 
number  of  pioneers,  Sebaflian  fet  fail  from  Por¬ 
tugal  in  the  beginning  of  fummer  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  feventy-eight,  and  landed 
He  arrives  them  all  fafe  at  Arzile  and  Tangiers,  where  he 
m  Morocco.  was  joined  by  Mahomet,  the  exiled  king,  with 
a  body  of  Moorifh  troops. 

Muiey-Mo-  Muley-Moluc,  having  received  early  in¬ 
telligence  of  his  defign,  had  endeavoured  to  di- 
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vert  him  from  it,  by  offering  him  certain  terri¬ 
tories  adjacent  to  thofe  fea-coaft  towns  in 
Africa  which  belonged  to  the  crown  of  Portu¬ 
gal.  This  heroic  prince  had  been  the  more  fo- 
licitous  to  prevent  Sebaftian’s  invafion,  becaufe 
he  laboured  under  an  inveterate  difeafe,  which 
he  believed  would  foon  prove  mortal ;  and  he 
was  defirous  to  leave  his  dominions  in  peace  to 
his  brother, ,  whom  he  confidered  as  his  right¬ 
ful  heir.  But  when  he  found  Sebaftian  deaf  to 
his  propofal,  he  had  exerted  all  his  native 
vigour  in  preparing  for  his  defence,  and  had 
drawn  together  an  army  confiding  of  more  than 
fixty  thoufand  horfe  and  foot. 

With  this  army  he  advanced  towards  the 
enemy,  and  when  he  had  arrived  within  a  few 
miles  of  their  camp,  as  he  doubted  the  fidelity 
of  a  part  of  his  troops  who  had  formerly  been 
attached  to  the  interelt  of  his  nephew,  he  pub- 
lifhed  a  proclamation,  giving  liberty  to  all,  who 
fiiould  incline,  to  pafs  over  to  the  Portuguefe. 
But  few  of  them  embraced  this  opportunity 
which  was  offered  them.  His  magnanimity, 
and  other  virtues,  had  overcome  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  Mahomet,  and  determined  them  faith¬ 
fully  to  fupport  their  prefent  fovereign. 

Sebastian  was  earnellly  entreated  by  his 
molt  experienced  officers,  and  by  Mahomet, 
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who  was  greatly  difcouraged  at  feeing  fo  fmall 
a  defertion  from  his  uncle’s  army,  to  keep 
within  his  intrenchments,  near  the  fea-coaft, 
and  not  to  expofe  his  troops  to  the  rifk  of  a 
battle ;  but  that  obflinate,  imprudent  prince, 
rejedted  with  difdain  this  wholcfome  counfel, 
becaufe  he  thought  that  it  favoured  of  timidity, 
and  not  only  led  out  his  army  from  the  camp 
which  he  had  fortified,  but  marched  into  the 
centre  of  the  country  to  meet  the  enemy. 

Moluc’s  diflemper,  in  the  mean  time,  had 
made  the  moll  rapid  progrefs  ;  yet  the  llrength 
of  his  mind  was  unabated.  If  he  had  not 
dreaded  the  quick  approach  of  death,  he  would 
have  been  fatisfied  with  cutting  off  Sebaltian’s 
communication  with  the  Ihips,  and  as  the  Por- 
tuguefe  were  badly  furnilhed  with  provifions, 
have  brought  the  war  to  a  conclufion  without 
fighting  ;  but  he  dreaded  the  effedl  which  his1 
death  might  produce  upon  his  troops,  and 
therefore  refolved  to  bring  on  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  a  general  engagement.  Seballian’s  rafii- 
nefs  rendered  it  eafy  for  him  to  execute  this  re- 
folution.  Without  regard  to  the  great  fuperio- 
rity  of  Moluc’s  forces,  that  infatuated  prince 
ventured  to  advance  into  an  open  country, 
where  the  whole  Moorilh  army,  horfe  as  well 
as  foot,  could  be  employed.  Moluc  improved 
with  great  dexterity  the  advantage  which  was 
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thus  afforded  him.  Having  drajvn  up  his 
army  in  the  form  of  a  half-moon,  he  went  in 
his  litter  through  all  the  ranks,  exhorting  his 
troops  to  remember,  that  their  religion  and  li¬ 
berty  were  at  flake  ;  and  affuring  them,  that  by 
whatever  pretext  Sebaftian  had  offered  to  juftify 
his  prefent  unprovoked  invafion,  his  real  de- 
fign  was,  to  reduce  the  Moors  to  flavery,  and 
to  extirpate  their  religion.  Then  after  he  had 
given  all  the  inflrudlions  which  he  thought  ne- 
ceffary  to  enfure  fuccefs,  finding  his  flrength 
almofl  quite  fpent,  he  committed  the  command 
of  the  army  to  his  brother,  and  retired  to  a 
little  diflance  from  the  field. 

The  battle  was  begun  with  a  furious  dif-  Uatiieof 
charge  of  the  artillery ;  but  the  two  armies  Alc‘*zu' 
came  foon  to  clofe  fight,  and  the  Portuguefe 
infantry  repulfed  the  Moors  in  different  places 
with  great  flaughter.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Moorifh  cavalry,  amounting  to  thirty  thou- 
fand,  having  wheeled  round  from  both  wings, 
had  inclofed  the  enemy  on  every  quarter  ;  im¬ 
mediately  after  which,  they  attacked  them  on 
the  flanks,  and  in  the  rear,  while  they  were 
purfuing  the  advantage  which  they  had  gained 
over  the  Moorifh  infantry.  By  the  Portuguefe 
horfe,  a  body  of  the  Moors  was  repulfed,  and 
driven  towards  the  place  to  which  Moluc  had 
retired.-  Fired  with  indignation  at  the  fight, 
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book  he  threw  himfelf  out  of  his  litter,  and  having 
got  on  horfeback,  by  the  affiftance  of  his  at- 
*579,  tendants,  he  rallied  his  flying  troops,  and  was 
about  to  lead  them  back  to  the  field  of  battle. 
But  by  this  exertion  the  fmall  remains  of  his 
ftrength  were  entirely  exhaufted.  His  officers 
feeing  him  unable  to  lupport  himfelf  on  his 
horfe,  carried  him  to  his  litter,  where  he  faint- 
Deathof  ed,  and  only  recovered  to  defire  that  thofe 
Muiey-Mo-  about  him  Would  keep  his  death  fecret  till  the 
battle  fhould  be  decided ;  immediately  after 
which,  putting  his  Anger  on  his  mouth,  as  a 
further  injunction  of  fecrecy,  he  expired. 


His  cbarac-  A  M0RE  fencing  difplay  of  Arength  of  mind 
s«r-  occurs  not  in  the  annals  of  hiftory.  Moluc  was 

befldes  endued  with  every  amiable  and  refpeft- 
able  accomplifhment,  being  no  lefs  ccnfpicuous 
for  juftice  and  generofity,  and  (which  were  rare 
endowments  in  a  native  of  Africa)  integrity 
and  candor,  than  for  prudence,  vigour,  mag¬ 
nanimity,  and  fortitude.  By  his  bravery  and 
condudt  he  delivered  his  kingdom  from  the  op- 
preffion  of  a  tyrannical  ufurper  ;  and  if  he  had 
lived,  he  would  have  advanced  it  to  a  degree 
of  profperity  and  glory  to  which  it  has  never 
attained. 


His  troops  remained  under  a  perfuafion, 
that  he  was  ftill  a  fpe&ator  of  their  behaviour. 

Great 
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Great  numbers  of  them  fell.  The  Portuguefe,  hook. 
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the  Spaniards,  and  Germans,  fought  with  the 
mod  undaunted  intrepidity  ;  but  the  horfe  be-  *57*. 
ing  driven  upon  the  foot,  broke  their  ranks, 
and  threw  them  into  confufion.  The  Moorifh 
cavalry  then  prefifed  forward  in  thoufands  on 
every  fide,  and  made  dreadful  havoc  among 
them,  till  almod  all  of  them  were  either  fain 
or  taken  prifoners. 


Sebastian  himfelf,  who  dill  furvived  the 
fatal  catadrophe,  had,  in  the  arrangement  of  his 
troops  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  engage¬ 
ment,  aided  the  part  of  an  expert  commander  ; 
and  he  gave  afterwards  many  confpicuous  proofs 
of  the  mod  heroic  valour,  flying  from  rank  to 
rank,  encouraging  and  exhorting  the  troops  ; 
expofing  himfelf  to  every  danger ;  and  often 
mingling  fword  in  hand  with  the  thicked  of  the 
enemy.  Having  had  three  horfes  killed  under 
him  and  his  dandard -bearer  flain,  his  foldiers, 
in  the  confufion  of  battle,  midook  another 
dandard  for  his,  which  they  flocked  round, 
and  left  their  king  almod  alone.  The  Moors 
called  out  to  him,  that  if  he  would  furrender, 
they  would  fpare  his  life ;  “  but  you  cannot,’” 
replied  he,  “  preferve  my  honour.”  Then  ac¬ 
companied  only  by  the  count  of  Vimiofo, 
Chridopher  Tavora,  and  Nunno  de  Mafca- 
yegnas,  he  threw  himfelf  into  the  midd  of  the 
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enemy,  and  fought  defperately,  till  Vlmiofo 
and  Tavora  fell  by  his  fide,  and  he  himfelf, 
breathlefs  and  exhaufted,  and  unable  any  longer 
to  wield  his  fword,  was  feized  and  difarmed 
by  the  furrounding  Moors. 

These  men  quarrelled  with  one  another  con¬ 
cerning  their  royal  prifoner,  and  from  words 
they  had  recourfe  to  arms  ;  when  a  Moorifli 
officer  coming  up,  put  an  end  to  the  difpute,  by 
difeharging  a  furious  flroke  of  his  fabre  on  the 
head  of  the  king  c. 

In  this  manner  perifhed  the  brave,  but  rafli 
Sebaftian ;  whofe  fate  affords  a  firiking  in- 
fiance  of  the  pernicious  tendency  of  courage 
and  ambition,  when  they  are  not  tempered 
with  prudence  and  moderation.  About  eight 
thoufand  of  his  troops  were  killed,  and  all  the 
reft,  except  a  few  who  efcaped  to  Arzile  and 
Tangiers,  were  reduced  to  flavery.  Of  the 
nobility  the  greateff  part  were  flain  ;  and  feve- 
ral  of  the  moft  illuffrious  families  in  Portugal 
became  extindf  d. 

c  The  account  of  Sebadian’s  death  reds  entirely  on  the 
tedimony  of  Don  Nunno  de  Mafcaregnas,  who  was  an  eye- 
witnefs  ;  nor  did  De  Thou  think  there  was  any  reafon  for 
calling  it  in  quelfion  ;  though  fome  other  authors  infinuate, 
that  Seballian  laid  violent  hands  on  himfelf. 

d  Mahomet,  the  exiled  king,  was  drowned  in  attempting 
to  make  his  efcape  ;  and  Hamet,  Muley-Moluc’s  brother, 
fucceeded  to  the  throne  of  Fez  and  Morocco. 
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Don  Henry,  grand  uncle  of  Sebaftian,  a 
cardinal  and  a  prieft,  fucceeded  to  the  throne ; 
but  being  of  a  weak  and  fickly  conftitution, 
and  far  advanced  in  years,  there  was  little  pro¬ 
bability  either  that  he  would  live  long,  or 
that  he  would  leave  any  ilfue  behind  him:  and 
his  fhort  reign  ferved  only  to  give  the  feveral 
pretenders  to  his  kingdom  an  opportunity  of 
preparing  to  alfert  their  claims  to  the  fuc- 
ceffion. 
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king  of 
Portugal. 


The  candidates  were  feven  in  number  :  the  Candidates 
duchefs  of  Braganza,  the  king  of  Spain,  the  ceflion, 
duke  of  Savoy,  Don  Antonio  prior  of  Crato, 
the  duke  of  Parma,  Catherine  of  Medicis,  and 
the  fovereign  pontiff. 

The  four  firft  were  grand-children  of  Ema¬ 
nuel  the  Great,  father  of  Henry.  The  duchefs 
of  Braganza  was  daughter  of  prince  Edward, 
Emanuel’s  fecond  fon ;  Philip  was  fon  of  the 
emprefs  Ifabella,  his  eldefl  daughter;  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  of  Beatrix  his  younger  daughter  ; 
and  Don  Antonio  was  a  natural  fon  of  Lewis, 
who  was  a  younger  fon  of  Emanuel,  and  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  prefent  king.  The  duke  of  Parma 
was  great  grandfon  of  Emanuel,  by  a  daughter 
of  the  above-mentioned  prince  Edward.  The 
Queen-mother  of  France  founded  her  claim 
on  her  fuppofed  defcent  from  Alphonfo  III.  who 
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book  died  about  three  hundred  years  before  the  pre- 
fent  period  ;  and  the  pope  pretended  that  Por- 
tugal  was  feudatory  to  the  fee  of  Rome,  and 
belonged  to  him,  fince  the  male-heirs  in  the 
diredt  line  were  extinct.  Gregory  had  con¬ 
ceived  a  violent  defire  to  make  his  natural  fon 
a  king,  and  he  had  once  flattered  himfelf  with 
the  hopes  of  making  him  king  of  Ireland, 
through  the  afliftance  of  Philip.  But  as  it  is 
inconceivable  how  he  could  ever  expect  to  per- 
fuade  Philip  to  quit  his  claim,  fo  nothing  but 
folly  or  dotage  could  have  determined  him  to 
profecute  his  own,  in  oppofition  to  fo  powerful 
an  antagonist. 

The  pretentions  of  Catherine  of  Medicis, 
and  her  hopes  of  fuccefs,  if  fire  entertained  any, 
were  not  lefs  chimerical  than  thofe  of  the 
pope.  It  can  hardly  be  believed,  that  this 
political  princefs  could,  in  her  prefent  com¬ 
petition,  have  any  other  end  in  view,  but  to 
obftrudt  the  ambitious  defigns  of  Philip,  and  to 
furnifh  the  court  of  France  with  pretence  for 
oppofmg  him. 

From  the  dukes  of  Savoy  and  Parma,  Philip 
knew  that  he  firould  not  meet  with  oppo¬ 
fition  ;  fnce,  befides  that  his  claim  was  better 
founded  than  theirs,  thefe  princes  were  in  dole 
alliance  with  him,  and  depended  much  upon 
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his  fupport  and  protection.  Could  Don  An-  book 

tonio  have  proved  his  mother’s  marriage,  his  _ 

right  to  the  throne  would  have  been  unquef-  '579- 
tionable.  He  attempted  to  prove  it,  but  in  vain. 

Still,  however,  he  perfiPced  in  his  purpofe,  and 
with  fome  addrefs  and  great  adtivity,  he  gained 
over  a  confiderabie  party  among  the  people. 

Moil  of  the  nobility,  on  the  other  hand,  and 
the  king  himfelf,  who  knew  the  vanity  of  An¬ 
tonio’s  pretenhons  to  legitimacy,  were  inclined 
to  fupport  the  claim  of  the  duchefs  of  Bra- 
ganza c ;  whofe  right,  they  thought,  was  clearly 
preferable  to  that  of  Philip,  not  only  becaufe 
(he  was  defcended  from  Emanuel  by  a  male, 
and  Philip  by  a  female  ;  but  becaufe  an  ancient 
and  fundamental  law  required,  that  the  crown 
(hould  not  be  inherited  by  a  (Danger. 

Philip’s  agents  at  the  court  of  Lifbon  py,iip-s 
allowed,  that  if  the  duchefs  of  Braganza’s  father  utle* 
had  been  alive,  his  title  would  have  been  indis¬ 
putable  ;  but  they  maintained,  that  fince  he 
had  died  without  attaining  poflefTion  of  the 
throne,  nothing  but  the  degree  of  confangui- 
nity  to  Emanuel  ought  to  be  regarded  ;  and  that 
as  the  duchefs  and  he  were  equal  in  that  re- 
fpedt,  the  preference  was  due  to  a  male  before  a 

c  The  duke  of  Braganza  himfelf  was  fprung,  though 
not  in  a  direft  line,  from  the  royal  blood. 


female. 
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female.  And  they  farther  infilled,  that  the 
law  which  excludes  flrangers  from  inheriting 
the  crown,  was  not  applicable  to  him,  fince 
Portugal  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  kings  of. 
Caftile. 

Besides  thefe  considerations,  which  had  very 
little  weight,  except  with  thofe  who  were  for 
other  reafons  inclined  to  efpoufe  Philip’s  inte- 
reft,  the  duke  de  Ofluna,  his  ambaflador,  endea¬ 
voured  to  imprefs  the  fcrupulous  and  timid 
mind  of  Henry  with  a  perfuafion,  that,  in  op¬ 
position  to  fo  powerful  a  competitor  as  the  king 
of  Spain,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  the  duke  of 
Braganza  to  maintain  poffefiion  of  the  throne  ; 
and  that  the  fruits  of  all  the  glorious  difcoveries 
and  conquefts  which  had  been  made  by  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  brother,  would  be  loft,  and  the  king¬ 
dom  itfelf  involved  in  the  calamities  of  war. 

Henry’s  defire  to  prevent  thefe  unhappy 
daimi^of he  C°nfecluences>  determined  him  to  proceed  with 
me  cumpe-  great  deliberation  in  examining  the  pleas  of  the 
contending  parties.  He  confulted  civilians  in 
different  parts  of  Europe,  and  called  a  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  States  of  the  kingdom,  to  give  him 
their  opinion  with  refpedt  to  the  meafures  pro¬ 
per  to  be  purfued.  The  members  of  the  con¬ 
vention  differed  widely  in  their  fentiments  from 
each  other,  and  while  fome  of  them  advifed 
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him,  without  delay,  to  nominate  for  his  fuc- 
ceffor  whichfoever  of  the  competitors  he  thought 
fit,  others  exhorted  him  deliberately  to  examine 
the  feveral  claims  that  had  been  offered.  In 
compliance  with  this  lafl  advice,  the  candidates 
were  cited  to  appear ;  and  they  all  fent  commif- 
fioners,  who  pleaded  the  caufe  of  the  princes 
whom  they  reprefented,  before  Henry,  as  they 
would  have  pleaded  an  ordinary  point  of  right 
before  a  civil  judge. 
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This  extraordinary  trial,  in  whch  fo  great  Henry’s  de¬ 
attention  feemed  to  be  paid  to  jukice,  was  llbeiall0,li- 
fuited  to  the  feeble  and  irrel'olute  character,  as 
well  as  to  the  habits  of  the  king,  who  ■  had  fpent 
his  life  in  likening  to  the  idle  difputes  of  theo¬ 
logians.  But  his  conduct  was  feverely  cenfured 
by  all  men  of  prudence  and  underkanding. 

They  conkdered  that  the  fate  of  kingdoms  can 
almok  never  be  decided  by  the  forms  or  prin¬ 
ciples  of  law  ;  and  they  regarded  this  farcical 
trial,  not  only  as  ufelefs  for  the  purpofe  which 
was  intended,  but  as-  calculated  to  divide  the 
kingdom  into  faftions,  which  muh  fooner  or 
later  produce  a  civil  war. 

He  ought  in  the  beginning,  it  was  faid,  to  Hi*  imp™, 
have  declared  himfelf  in  favour  of  the  duchefs  dence- 
of  Braganza,  whofe  right,  according  to  the 
znok  common  and  obvious  law  of  fucceffion, 

was 
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book  was  unqueftionable ;  and  who,  befides,  was 
much  more  acceptable  to  the  nation  than  any 
other  of  the  candidates.  He  ought,  after  this, 
to  have  caufed  her  right  to  be  recognifed  by  the 
convention  of  the  States,  who  would  cheerfully 
have  confented  to  acknowledge  it ;  he  ought  to 
have  required  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  her,  in 
the  event  of  his  own  demife,  from  the  army, 
and  all  perfons  in  public  offices ;  and  then,  in- 
ftead  of  lofing  his  precious  time  in  confulting 
and  deliberating,  he  ought  to  have  employed 
it,  in  putting  the  kingdom  into  a  poflure  of 
defence  againfl  the  king  of  Spain. 

But  Henry  was  incapable  of  forming  any 
refolution  that  required  fo  much  courage,  vi¬ 
gour,  and  activity.  He  was  no  lefs  attached 
to  the  duchefs  of  Braganza,  and  no  lefs  averfe 
from  Philip,  than  his  nobility  and  people ;  yet 
he  (fill  continued  to  deliberate,  as  if  he  had  ex- 
pefted  to  live  for  many  years. 

i 

In  order  to  extricate  himfelf  from  this  per¬ 
plexity,  Henry  began  to  think  ferioufly  of  a 
propofal  which  had  been  made  to  him  by  fome 
of  his  counfellors,  to  marry  ;  and  accordingly, 
notwithllanding  his  great  age,  his  infirmities, 
and  his  having  borne  fo  long  the  character  of  a 
priefl,  he  fent  an  ambaffador  to  foiicit  a  difpen- 
fation  from  the  pope.  There  was  little  proba- 
7  bility 
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bility  of  his  living  to  fulfil  his  intentions,  and  book 
much  lefs  of  his  leaving  any  iffue  behind  him  ; 
yet  Philip,  being  greatly  alarmed  at  his  defign,  *579- 
fent  Ferdinand  de  Caftello,  a  Dominican  friar, 
to  diffuade  him  from  it,  by  reminding  him  of 
the  offence  which  his  marriage  would  give  to 
all  true  catholics,  and  the  triumph  it  would 
afford  to  the  Lutherans  and  other  feftaries  of 
the  age  ;  •  and  when  Henry  refufed  to  admit 
Caftello  to  an  audience,  a  circumftance  that  fur- 
nifhed  Philip  with  a  ftronger  proof  of  Henry’s 
alienation  from  him  than  any  which  he  had 
hitherto  received,  he  employed  all  his  intereft 
at  Rome,  to  prevent  the  pope  from  granting 
the  difpenfation. 


In  the  mean  time  he  fpared  no  pains  to  con-  Philip’s 
ciliate  the  favour  of  the  principal  nobility  ;  and  manifeft 
having  fpread  his  emiffaries  over  the  kingdom, 
he  publifhed  a  manifefto  in  vindication  of  his 
title,  calling  upon  the  people  to  turn  their 
eyes  towards  him,  as  the  only  perfon  who  would 
have  a  right  to  the  throne  after  the  deceafe  of 
the  prefent  king.  This  manifefto,  while  it  in# 
cenfed  Henry  more  than  ever  againft  him, 
ferved  in  no  degree  the  purpofe  for  which  it 
was  defigned.  The  Portuguefe  entertained  the 
thoughts  of  falling  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Caitilians  with  an  hereditary  and  violent  aver- 
fion ;  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  cha- 
Vol.  II.  X  rafter 
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book  rafter  of  Philip  by  which  their  prejudice  could 
xvi.  , 

__ be  overcome. 

*579- 

If  Henry  had  availed  himfelf  of  this  difpo- 
fition  of  his  fubjefts,  and  acknowledged  the 
duchefs  of  Braganza  for  his  fucceflfor,  almolt 
the  whole  kingdom  would  have  concurred  to 
fupport  her  claim  ;  and  fo  great  a  force  might 
have  been  prepared,  as,  with  the  afliftance  of 
foreign  powers,  would  have  either  determined 
Philip  to  abandon  his  defign,  or  have  prevented 
him  from  carrying  it  into  execution.  But  as 
the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Braganza  were  de¬ 
terred  from  exerting  themfelves,  by  their  dread 
of  Philip,  and  the  weak  irrefolute  conduft  of 
the  king  ;  fo  Plenry  (till  flattered  himfelf  with 
the  vain  conceit,  that  Philip  as  well  as  the 
other  competitors,  would  fubmit  to  his  de- 

ciflon. 

♦ 

Don  Ante-  Towards  his  nephew,  Henry  afted  with 
n io  declared  much  lefs  hefitation  and  referve,  than  towards 
illegitimate.  candidates.  Having  obtained  a  bull 

from  the  pope,  empowering  him  to  judge  of 
Antonio’s  claim  to  legitimacy,  he  examined 
the  witnefles  whom  Antonio  produced  to  prove 
his  mother’s  marriage;  and,  having  extorted 
from  two  of  them  a  confefiion  of  their  having- 
been  fuborned,  while  the  other  two  contra- 
difted  each  other  in  delivering  their  evidence, 
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Henry,  on  this  foundation,  joined  with  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  prior’s  being  mentioned  by 
his  father  in  his  latter  will  as  his  natural  fon, 
paITed  fentence,  declaring  him  to  be  ille¬ 
gitimate. 

Antonio  had  influence  afterwards  to  per^ 
fuade  the  pope  to  recall  his  bull,  on  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  the  king’s  having  exceeded  his  powers* 

By  this  treatment  Henry  was  highly  exafperated, 
both  againft  the  pope  and  Don  Antonio  ;  and 
he  indulged  his  refentment  againft  the  latter, 
by  banilhing  him  firft  from  the  court,  and  af¬ 
terwards  from  the  kingdom.  In  obedience  to 
this  fentence,  Antonio  retired  for  fome  time 
into  Caftile,  but  he  foon  returned,  and  found 
that  his  uncle’s  conduct  towards  him  had  not 
produced  that  effedt  upon  the  people  which 
Henry  had  expected.  Their  attachment  to  the 
prior  remained  as  ftrong  as  ever  ;  and,  as  no 
pains  were  taken  to  form  a  party  in  the  intereft 
of  the  duchefs  of  Braganza,  great  numbers  of 
the  people  were  entirely  devoted  to  him,  and 
regarded  him  as  their  only  refource  againft  the 
tyranny  of  Spain. 

From  this  difpofition  of  the  people,  together  Philip’s  mi. 
with  the  activity  which  Antonio  difplaved  in  litat7Pre* 

.  .  r  ]  paratiuns, 

augmenting  the  number  of  his  partifans,  Philip 
perceived  that  he  muft  not  fatisfy  himfelf  with 
X  2  arguments. 
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book  arguments,  manifeftoes,  and  private  applica- 
tions  to  individuals,  but  mull  refolve  to  fup- 
>579-  port  his  claim  by  force  of  arms.  Agreeably  to 
this  refolution,  he  iifued  orders  for  levying 
troops  in  Spain,  Italy,  and  Germany  ;  and 
gave  inftrudtions  to  the  marquis  de  Santa 
Croce  to  hold  the  fleet  in  readinefs  for  aclion. 
He  was  aware  how  much  reafon  he  had  to 
expeft  oppofition  from  feveral  of  the  European 
powers ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  them  from 
being  alarmed,  he  caufed  a  report  to  be  pro¬ 
pagated,  that  having  entered  lately  into  an 
alliance  with  the  new  king  of  Morocco,  his 
prefent  military  preparations  "were  intended  for 
an  expedition  which  he  had  agreed  to  under¬ 
take,  in  conjunction  with  that  monarch,  againfl 
Algiers.  This  pretext  ferved  the  purpofe 
which  he  defigned  ;  and  neither  the  king  of 
France,  nor  the  queen  of  England,  nor  any 
Italian  or  German  prince,  feemed  to  attend  to 
his  operations. 


In  the  mean  time,  Henry’s  health  declined 
daily,  and  all  about  him  perceived  that  his 
death  was  fall  approaching.  He  appeared  now 
more  defrrous  than  ever  to  have  his  fuccelfor 
fixed  ;  and  having  for  this  purpofe  fummoned 
the  States  to  meet  at  Almerin,  he  feems  to  have 
refolved  to  declare  himfelf  either  in  favour  of 
the  king  of  Spain,  of  the  duchefs  of  Braganza, 

according 
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according  as  he  fhould  find  the  one  or  the  other  book 
of  thefe  competitors  mofl  acceptable  to  the  _XV-' 
States.  Bat  the  members  of  this  affeinbly  IS79- 
could  not  agree.  Mofl  of  the  nobility  and 
ecclefiaflics  had,  by  different  means,  been 
gained  over  to  the  interefl  of  Philip,  while 
the  deputies  of  the  cities  were  animated  with 
the  mofl  irreconcilable  averfion  to  his  perfon 
and  government. 

In  the  midft  of  their  deliberations  and  dif-  Death  of 
putes  the  king  died,  leaving  the  nomination  of  H[ef"ryI.gQ11' 
his  fucceffor  to  five  perfons,  to  whom  he  com¬ 
mitted  the  regency  of  the  kingdom. 

The  firft  aft  of  the  adminiflration  of  the  re¬ 
gents,  was  to  fend  ambaffadors  to  Philip,  to 
diffuade  him  from  having  recourfe  to  arms, 
till,  according  to  the  will  of  the  late  king,  they 
fhould  deliver  their  judgment  concerning  his 
right  to  the  fuccefhon.  But  to  this  requefl, 

Philip,  whole  preparations  were  now  complete, 
gave  the  following  reply :  “  That  his  right 
was  clear  and  indifputable  ;  that  he  wou’d  not 
fubmit  it  either  to  the  regents,  or  to  the  States ; 
and  that  he  did  not  defire  to  have  any  judgment 
whatever  paffed  in  confirmation  of  it.” 

By  this  anfwer  the  regents  were  thrown  into 
great  perplexity.  A  majority  of  them  flood 
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well  affe&ed  towards  Philip,  but  they  were 
prevented  from,  declaring  in  his  favour,  by 
their  dread  of  the  indignation  of  the  people, 
and  \vere  obliged  to  iifue  orders  for  equipping 
the  fleet,  and  Arengthening  the  fortifications 
and  garrifons  of  the  frontier  towns.  But  the 
great  exertion  which  had  been  made  lately  by 
Sebaftian,  and  the  exhaufled  Aate  to  which  the 
kingdom  had  been  reduced,  by  the  numberlefs 
expeditions  to  India  and  America,  from  which 
no  fruit  had  been  yet  derived,  fufflcient  to  com- 
penfate  either  for  the  expence  which  they  had 
coft,  or  the  lofs  of  men  which  they  had  occa- 
fioned,  rendered  it  impoflible  for  the  regents, 
if  they  had  been  ever  fo  much  inclined,  to  fe- 
cure  the  kingdom  againft  fo  great  a  force  as  the 
Spaniih  monarch  had  prepared. 


Philip’s 
fleet  and 
ainiy. 


His  army,  including  four  thoufand  pioneers, 
amounted  to  thirty-five  thoufand  men,  and  his 
fleet  confided  of  thirty  men  of  war,  feventeen 
frigates,  and  feventy  gallies  and  fliips  of  bur¬ 
den  loaded  with  provifions  and  military  Aores. 
It  was  not  likely  that  fo  great  a  fleet  and  army 
would  find  employment  in  fubduing  a  kingdom 
fo  ill  prepared  for  defence,  and  fo  much  weak¬ 
ened  by  intefiine  divifions,  as  Portugal  at  the 
prefen  t  period.  But  befides  that  Philip  was, 
from  natural  temper,  generally  cautious  to  ex- 
cefs  in  his  military  enterprifes,  it  fliould  feem 
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that,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  he  regarded  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  prize  more  than  the  difficulty  of 
attaining  it ;  unlefs  it  be  fuppofed,  that  he  (till 
had  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  French  and 
Engliffi  would  interpofe. 

He  gave  the  command  of  the  fleet  to  the 
marquis  of  Santa  Croce,  who  was  reckoned 
the  ableft  naval  officer  in  Spain.  But  he  hefi- 
tated  for  fome  time  with  regard  to  the  perfon 
whom  he  fhould  place  at  the  head  of  his  land- 
forces.  His  hefitation,  however,  did  not  pro¬ 
ceed  from  any  doubt  which  he  entertained  with 
regard  to  the  merit  and  abilities  of  his  generals. 
For  the  duke  of  Alva  was  flail  alive  ;  whom 
Philip  knew  to  be  poflelfed  of  every  qualifica¬ 
tion  requifite  to  fecure  the  fuccefs  of  his  in¬ 
tended  enterprife. 

Alva,  upon  his  return  from  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  had  been  admitted  by  Philip  to  the  fame 
degree  of  favour  and  confidence  which  he  had 
formerly  enjoyed.  But  his  fon,  Don  Garcia  de 
Toledo,  having  debauched  one  of  the  maids  of 
honour,  under  a  promife  of  marriage,  Philip 
had  put  him  under  arreft,  and  given  orders 
that  he  ffiould  not  be  releafed  till  he  fhould  con- 
fent  to  fulfil  his  engagement :  notwithllanding 
which,  his  father  had  affilled  him  in  making 
his  elcape  ;  and,  in  order  effectually  to  difap- 
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book  point  the  king’s  intention,  had  concluded  a 
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marriage  between  him  and  his  coufin,  a  daugh- 
1580.  ter  0£  t}ie  marquis  of  Villena. 

Philip,  highly  provoked  with  this  contempt 
of  his  authority,  had  banifhed  the  duke  from 
court,  and  confined  him  to  the  calfle  of  Uzeda. 
Alva  bore  this  indignity  with  extreme  impa¬ 
tience,  and  perfuaded  the  pope,  and  fome 
other  foreign  princes,  to  employ  their  inter- 
ceffion  in  his  behalf;  but  all  his  applications  for 
forgivenefs  ,had  hitherto  been  ineffectual,  and 
he  had  remained  almoft  two  years  in  confine¬ 
ment.  This  feverity,  exercifed  for  fo  fmall 
an  offence,  towards  an  old  friend  and  fervant, 
in  the  decline  of  life,  was  by  fome  afcribed  to 
Philip’s  imperious  temper,  and  his  implacable 
refentment ;  whilft  others  faid,  that  he  had 
been  long  difgufled  with  Alva’s  arrogance  ;  and 
that  the  duke’s  conduCt  in  the  affair  of  his  fon, 
was  only  a  pretence  which  Philip  made  ufe  of, 
to  juftify  himfelf  for  difmiffing  from  his  pre¬ 
fence  a  man  whofe  temper  and  manners  were 
become  intolerable. 

To  whichfoever  of  thefe  motives  Philip’s 
treatment  of  Alva  could  be  afcribed,  it  v/as  ex¬ 
pected,  that  neither  his  pride,  nor  his  natural 
fufpicion  and  diflruft,  would  have  fuffered  him 
to  commit  the  charge  of  an  enterprife  of  fo 

great 
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great  importance  as  the  prefent,  to  one  to-  book 
wards  whom  he  had  fhewn  himfelf  fo  inexo-  _  f  vd'  _ 
rable  ;  and  it  excited  great  furprife,  when  he  i5g°. 
fent  two  of  his  fecretaries '  to  the  duke,  to  in¬ 
quire  whether  his  health  would  permit-  him  to 
undertake  the  command  of  the  army  which  he 
had  prepared  for  the  conquefl  of  Portugal.  To 
this  inquiry,  Alva,  without  hefitatiori,  replied, 
that  he  was  ready  to  devote  the  little  health  and 
ftrength  that  were-  left  him  to  the  fervice  of  the 
king  ;  and  immediately  afterwards  he  fet  out 
for  Barajas  to  receive  his  inftrudlions.  He 
defired  liberty  to  pay  his  refpefts  to  Philip  at 
Madrid.  But  fo  ungracious  was  this  prince 
even  towards  fuch  of  his  minifters  as  he  efleemed 
the  mod,  and^fo  incapable  of  entirely  for¬ 
giving  any  offence  or  injury,  that  he  refufed  to 
grant  him  admittance  into  his  prefence  ;  and, 
having  tranfmitted  his  inftruftions  to  him  at 
Barajas,  he  ordered  him  to  join  the  army  as 
foon  as  poflible.  -  Thofe  wrho  remembered  the 
barbarous  cruelty  which  Alva  had  exercifed  in 
the  Netherlands,  were  not  forry  for  the  mortifi¬ 
cation  which  he  fuffered  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion  ;  but  they  could  not  with-hold  the  tribute 
of  applaufe  which  was  due  to  him,  on  account 
of  that  inflexible  fidelity,  fo  becoming  in  a  fub- 
je£t  towards  the  fovereign,  which  determined 
him,  in  the  extremity  of  old  age,  to  expofe 
himfelf  to  all  the  hazards  and  hardfhips  of 

war, 
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book  war,  in  order  to  advance  the  intereft  of  a 

^ '  I-w  prince  by  whom  he  had  been  treated  fo  un- 
1580.  gratefully. 

March  of  From  Barajas  Alva  went,  as  foon  as  he  had 
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troops.  received  his  lmtructions,  to  join  the  troops, 

June  1500.  were  affembled  at  Badajox  ;  and  foon 

afterwards  he  began  his  march  towards  Elvas 
and  Oliven^a.  Thefe,  and  all  the  other  towns 
which  lie  north  from  the  Tagus,  as  far  as  Se- 
tubal  on  the  weftern  coaft,  though  extremely 
averfe  to  the  Spanifh  government,  yet  being 
utterly  unprepared  for  refiftance,  opened  their 
gates  and  proclaimed  Philip  for  their  fove- 
reign. 

The  marquis  de  Santa  Croce,  who  had  fet 
fail  with  the  fleet  from  Port  St.  Mary  near 
Cadiz,  found  the  fame  facility  in  reducing  Faro, 
Lagos,  and  other  towns  on  the  coaft  of  Al- 
garva  and  Antejo ;  and  he  came  in  fight  of  Se- 
tubal,  in  a  few  days  after  the  arrival  of  the 
land  forces  at  that  place. 

progrefs r,f  Hitherto  almoft  no  blood  had  been  fhed, 

the  Spamfl)  anq  neither  the  fleet  nor  army  had  met  with 

arms.  #  #  J 

any  oppofition  to  retard  their  progrefs.  The 
duke  of  Alva  intended  next  to  march  without 
delay  to  the  capital,  but  it  was  neceflary,  h§ 
thought,  to  proceed  now  with  greater  circum- 

fpe&ion 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 


3*5 

fpe&ion  than  before,  as  Don  Antonio  had  B®V°IK 
drawn  together  a  confiderable  body  of  forces, 
had  been  admitted  into  Lifbon,  where  he  was 
proclaimed  king  by  the  people,  and  had 
{Lengthened  feveral  of  the  towns  and  forts  by 
which  the  Spanifh  army  muff  pafs  in  their  ap¬ 
proach  to  that  city. 

% 

Three  ways  of  reaching  Lifbon  were  pro. 
pofed  in  a  council  of  war  that  was  held  on  this 
occafion.  One  of  thefe  was  to  crofs  the  Ta- 

f 

gus,  fome  miles  above  the  city,  at  the  towns 
of  Ahnerin  and  Santeren  ;  another,  to  fend 
round  the  fleet  to  A-lmada,  and  to  put  the 
troops  on  board  at  that  place,  which  lies  al- 
mofl:  direftly  oppoflte  to  Lifbon  ;  and  the  third, 
to  carry  the  army  round  by  fea  from  Setubal  to 
Cafcaes.  The  two  firft  of  thefe  ways  was 
thought  preferable  to  the  laft,  by  moil  of  the 
officers,  becaufe  they  were  fafer ;  yet  the  lafb 
was  embraced  by  the  duke  of  Alva.  He  ac-r 
knowledged  the  juftnefs  of  what  his  officers  ad¬ 
vanced  in  fupport  of  their  opinion ;  but  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  as  the  fleet  was  at  hand,  the  army 
could  be  immediately  put  on  board  ;  that  the 
paffage  to  Cafcaes  was  not  long,  and  that  as 
the  enemy  were  ill  prepared  for  their  defence, 
his  fuccefs  would  be  greatly  facilitated  by  the 
pelerity  of  his  approach. 

Alva 
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book  Alva  was  not  disappointed  in  his  expedia- 
tion  of  the  effect  which  his  fudden  arrival  was 
1580.  calculated  to  produce  upon  the  Portuguefe. 
They  were  drawn  up  along  the  fhore,  as  if  they 
had  intended  to  difpute  his  landing  ;  but  no 
fooner  had  the  fhips  begun  to  fire  upon  them, 
than  they  retired,  and  buffered  him  to  land, 
and  put  his  men  in  order,  without  giving  hirn 
the  finaileft  moleftation.  They  might  Hill 
have  obflructed  his  approach  to  Cafcaes,  as 
his  road  thither  lay  over  a  hill,  defended  with 
a  battery  of  cannon,  and  full  of  rugged  rocks 
and  brambles,  of  which  Don  Diego  de  Menefes, 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Portuguefe  under 
Don  Antonio,  had  taken  poffefiion  with  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  thoufand  men.  Alva 
ordered  the  Spaniards  to  attack  them,  without 
being  deterred,  either  by  the  ftrength  of  the 
ground  or  the  number  of  the  enemy.  An 
old  experienced  officer,  of  the  name  of  Ba- 
riettos,  an  intimate  friend  of  Alva’s,  afked  him 
in  a  whifper,  Whether  his  attemping,  with  fo 
little  precaution,  to  diflodge  an  enemy  fo 
ffrongly  fituated,  did  not  referable  the  adtion 
of  an  ardent  young  warrior,  rather  than  that 
of  an  experienced  general  ?  Alva  fmiled,  and 
replied,  That  a  good  general  ought,  on  fome 
cccafions,  to  employ  the  prudence  and  circum- 
fpedtion  of  old  age,  and  in  others,  the  ardour 
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and  confidence  of  youth.  The  event  fhewed 
that  his  conduct,  though  apparently  rafh,  was 
well  adapted  to  the  prefent  civcumdances. 
The  Spaniards,  infpired  with  their  general’s 
confidence,  advanced  boldly,  and  the  Portu- 
guefe  (aimed  all  of  whom  wrere  raw  and  un- 
difciplined)  retreated  without  waiting  for  their 
approach. 

Alva  laid  fiege  immediately  afterwards  to 
the  town  and  caftle  of  Cafcaes,  and  by  the 
brifknefs  of  his  operations  he  foon  compelled 
the  garrifon  to  furrender.  Eut  on  this  occa- 
fion  he  fullied  that  renown  which  his  wifdcm 
and  vigour  would  have  procured  him,  by  the 
cruelty  which  he  exercifed  towards  fuch  of  the 
Portuguefe  as  had  thrown  themfelves  upon  his 
mercy.  In  violation  of  his  promife  to  Don 
Antonio  de  Cadro,  lord  of  Cafcaes,  who  had 
joined  him  upon  his  fird  arrival  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  he  gave  up  the  town  to  be  plundered  by 
the  Spaniards,  and  having  fe-nt  all  the  foldiers 
in  the  garrifon  to  the  gallies,  he  put  to  death, 
without  any  form  of  triad,  Don  Diego  de 
Menefes,  a  nobleman  of  an  illudrious  family, 
and  one  who,  on  account  of'  his  perfonal  merit, 
was  univerfally  refpe&ed  and  beloved.  To 
this  barbarity  Alva  was  prompted  by  private 
refentment  againd  Menefes d ;  although  it  may 
4  Thuanus,  lib.  lxx.  c.  x. 
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be  prefumed  that  he  would  not  have  ventured 
to  indulge  it  on  the  prefent  occafion,  had  he 
not  known  that  his  conduct  was  conformable 
to  the  fentiinents  of  the  king.  It  was  calculated 
to  infpire  the  Portuguefe  with  terror,  but  it 
ferved  likewife  more  than  ever  to  alienate  their 
affedtions ;  and  confidering  how  much  fuperior 
the  Spanilh  fleet  and  army  were  to  any  force 
which  had  been  prepared  to  oppofe  them,  it 
could  net  be  coloured  with  the  tyrant’s  or¬ 
dinary  plea  of  neceflity. 

From  the  town  of  Cafcaes,  Alva  led  his  army 
againft:  the  forts  of  St.  John  and  Belen,  both 
which  he  foon  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  fur¬ 
rendering  ;  and  being  feconded  in  his  opera¬ 
tions  by  the  fleet,  the  example  of  thefe  places 
was  quickly  followed  by  Almada,  and  almofl: 
all  the  other  fortified  towns  on  both  Tides  of 
the  river. 

During  thefe  tranfactions,  Don  Antonio, 
after  having,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  the  weak- 
nefs  of  his  party,  eflayed  in  vain  to  obtain  ad¬ 
vantageous  terms  from  Philip,  had  pitched  his 
camp,  with  all  the  forces  which  he  could  col¬ 
lect,  on  the  eafl:  fide  of  the  river  of  Alcantara, 
on  the  road  to  Lilbon. 


Alva 
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Alva  amufed  him  for  feveral  days  with  book. 
the  hopes  of  an  accommodation,  in  order  to 
afford  time  for  the  operation  of  a  fpirit  of  x5?o- 
defpondency  that  prevailed  in  Antonio’s  army. 
Meanwhile  he  omitted  not  to  procure  the  moll 
accurate  information  concerning  the  fituation 
and  ftrength  of  his  camp  ;  and,  on  the  25th  of 
Auguft,  he  refolved  to  attack  it.  Before  he 
could  approach  the  intrenchments,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  that  he  fhould  make  himfelf  mailer  of 
the  bridge  of  Alcantara,  or  lead  his  army  to  a 
confiderable  dillance  up  the  river,  the  banks  of 
which  were  fo  deep  and  rugged,  as  rendered 
it  impoffible  to  tranfport  either  horfe  or  foot  in 
fight  of  the  enemy.  Having  drawn  up  his 
main  army  in  order  of  battle,  direCtly  oppo- 
fite  to  the  Portuguefe  camp,  he  fent  the  horfe 
under  his  fon  Ferdinand  de  Toledo,  and  two 
thoufand  feleet  infantry,  under  Sancio  d’ Avila, 
to  crofs  the  river  feveral  miles  higher,  where 
the  banks  were  practicable,  whilft  he  ordered 
Colonna,  with  the  Italians,  to  make  an  alfault 
upon  the  bridge. 

_  \ 

'  . '  .  /  ■ 

Colonna’s  troops  were  twice  repulfed  ;  but 
in  the  third  onfet,  being  fupported  by  a  body  of 
Germans,  which  the  duke  fent  to  their  afiilt- 
ance,  they  drove  the  Portuguefe  before  them, 
and  fecured  poffeffion  of  the  bridge. 


Soon 
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Soon  afterwards  Toledo  and  d’Avila  appear* 
ed.  The  Portuguefe,  aft oni fired  at  the  fight 
of  them,  and  dreading  that  their  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  city  might  be  intercepted,  threw 
down  their  arms  after  a  fhort  refiftance,  and 


betook  themfelves  to  flight.  The  Spaniards 
purfued,  and  flew  between  two  and  three  thou- 
fand  before  they  could  reach  the  town. 


Don  Antonio,  who  difplayed  on  this  occafion 
neither  fortitude  nor  condufl:,  had  fled  with 
his  troops  to  Lifbon.  There  he  knew  that  he 
could  not  remain  long  in  fafety,  as,  befides  the 
infufficiency  of  the  fortifications,  the  magi- 
ftrates,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants,  were  dif- 
affefted  to  his  intereft  ;  and  therefore,  imme¬ 
diately  after  releafing  all  the  prifoners  in  the 
city  (a  poor  expedient  to  recruit  his  ruined 
army),  he  fet  out,  attended  by  the  count  de 
Vimiofo,  and  the  bifhop  of  la  Guarda,  with  a 
fmall  number  of  troops,  for  the  town  of 
Santaren. 

/  k. 

The  magiftrates  of  Lifbon  did  not  hefitate  a 
moment  in  refolving  to  fubmit  to  the  con¬ 
queror,  and  the  town  was,  immediately  after 
the  battle,  delivered  into  his  hands.  The  Por¬ 
tuguefe  fleet  at  the  fame  time  ftruck  their  co¬ 
lours  to  the  marquis  de  Santa  Croce,  and  receiv¬ 
ed 
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ed  fuch  a  number  of  his  Caftilians  on  board  as 
gave  him  the  entire  command. 


It  was  now  become  Philip’s  intereft  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  fecurity  of  Lifbon  and  its  fuburbs, 
as  much  as  for  that  of  any  of  his  towns  in 
Spain ;  and  Alva  fo  far  fulfilled  his  engage¬ 
ment  with  the  magiflrates,  as  to  prevent  any 
formidable  number  of  his  troops  from  entering 
the  town  ;  but  he  gave  up  the  fuburbs  (which 
were  at  that  time  no  lefs  confiderable  than  the 
town  ltfelf e)  to  be  ranfacked  and  plundered, 
without  making  any  diftin&ion  between  the 
friends  and  enemies  of  the  king.  He  buffered 
them  likewife  to  pillage  the  houfes  of  fuch  of 
the  inhabitants  within  the  town,  as  had  difeo- 
vered  any  attachment  to  Don  Antonio,  and  he 
allowed  parties  to  go  out  and  plunder  all  the 
country  and  villages  in  the  neighbourhood.  A 
Spanifh  hiftorian  fays,  that  the  foldiers  com¬ 
mitted  thefe  enoimities  without  the  duke’s  per- 
miffion,  yet  no  punifhment  was  ever  infli&ed 
on  them,  and  no  reftitution  was  ever  made  to 
the  many  thoufand  innocent  perfons,  who  were 
involved  in  the  fame  common  ruin  with  the 
guilty. 


After  a  conduft  fo  barbarous  and  impolitic, 
there  was  little  reafon  to  expedt  that  the  people 
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of  Lifbon  would  be  able  foon  to  overcome  their 
averfion  to  the  Spanifh  government.  From 
their  dread  of  Alva’s  tyranny,  they  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance  which  was  preferibed  to 
them  ;  and,  from  the  fame  motive,  they  were 
prefent  at  thofe  public  rejoicings  which  he  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  celebrated  on  account  of  his  fuc- 
cefs  \  but  being  unable  to  conceal  the  anguifh  of 
their  minds,  the  acclamations  which  they  ut¬ 
tered  were  feeble,  and  intermixed  with  fighs 
and  groans. 

The  duke  of  Alva’s  joy,  foon  after  his  en¬ 
trance  into  Lifbon,  was  interrupted  by  intelli¬ 
gence  which  he  received  from  Spain,  that  Philip 
had  fallen  fick,  and  that  his  phyficians  were  ex¬ 
tremely  apprehenfive  of  the  iflue  of  his  diftem- 
per.  Alva  knew  that  the  king’s  death,  at  this 
crifis,  would  probably  render  all  his  labours  and 
fuccefs  in  Portugal  abortive,  and  therefore 
he  fufpended  for  a  while  the  profecution  of 
the  war. 

In  this  interval,  Don  Antonio  exerted  him- 
felf  with  great  activity,  and  employed  every 
expedient  which  he  or  his  partifans  could  de- 
vife  to'  raife  another  army,  flattering  himfelf 
with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  maintain  his 
ground,  till  the  French,  or  fome  other  foreign 
power,  fliould  be  perfuaded  to  efpoufe  his 

caufe. 
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caufe.  In  the  town  of  Santaren  he  had  lately 
been  received  by  the  people  as  their  only  right¬ 
ful  fovereign,  and  every  mark  of  affeftion  and 
refpeft  had  been  (hewn  him  ;  yet  fo  great  a 
change  had  his  defeat  and  flight  produced,  that 
they  refufed  to  admit  him  within  the  town  till 
he  engaged  that  he  fhould  not  remain  in  it  be¬ 
yond  a  limited  time ;  and,  immediately  after  his 
departure,  they  fent  ambafladors  to  the  duke  of 
Alva  with  an  offer  of  fubmiflion. 

From  Santaren  Antonio  dire&ed  his  courfe 
northwards,  and  in  the  province  which  lies  be¬ 
tween  Minho  and  Douro,  he  prevailed  upon 
eight  or  nine  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  to  take 
up  arms.  With  thefe  tumultuary  troops  he  pro¬ 
cured  admittance,  partly  by  force  and  partly  by 
perfuafion,  firfl  into  Aveiro,  and  afterwards  into 
the  city  of  Oporto  ;  but  in  both  thefe  places  he 
exercifed  a  degree  of  feverity  towards  thofe 
whom  he  fufpe&ed  to  be  his  enemies,  that  was 
extremely  ill  calculated  to  increale  the  number 
of  his  friends. 

He  remained  at  Oporto  till  he  was  informed 
that  the  duke  of  Alva,  being  delivered  from 
his  anxiety  with  regard  to  the  king’s  health, 
had  font  a  part  of  his  forces  againft  him,  under 
Sancio  d’Avila,  who  was  advancing  towards 
the  banks  of  the  Douro  with  great  rapidity. 

Y  2  D’Avila 
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_ _ thoufand  horfe  and  foot,  and  Antonio’s  army 

I5So-  confided  of  about  nine  thoufand  ;  but  from  pad 
experience,  the  latter  was  deeply  fenfible  of  the 
difference  between  his  undifciplined  forces  and 
thofe  of  d’Avila,  and  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  character  of  that  general ;  who,  in  the 
Netherlands  and  other  places,  had  given  the 
mod  confpicuous  proofs  of  military  fkill  and  in¬ 
trepidity.  His  fafety,  he  knew,  depended  on 
his  preventing  the  Spaniards  from  eroding  the 
Douro,  which,  for  many  miles  above  Oporto, 
was  fo  deep  and  rapid,  that  without  boats  they 
could  not  attempt  to  pafs  it.  He  exerted  him- 
felf  therefore  with  diligence  in  removing  the 
boats  and  barks  from,  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
river,  and  planted  his  troops  at  different  places 
on  the  north  fide,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
enemy. 


Progicfs  of 
the  Spani- 
rds  under 
’Avila. 


In  the  mean  time  d’Avila  advanced,  and 
took  poffeffion  of  Villanova,  a  little  town 
which  dands  oppofite  to  Oporto.  From  that 
place  he  fent  a  party  of  his  troops  in  fearch  of 
boats  ;  who  returned  without  fuccefs  :  but 
d’Avila  being  refolved  to  omit  nothing  in  his 
power  to  accomplifh  his  defign,  fent  them 
back  with  orders  to  purfue  their  march  a  great 
way  further  up  the  river,  which  they  did  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  collected  about  twenty  boats, 

from 


i 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 


325 


from  places  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  Oporto, 
that  Antonio  had  judged  it  unneceffary  to  re¬ 
move  them.  Still,  however,  mod  of  the  Spanifh 
officers  thought  it  impradticable  to  effectuate 
their  paffage  with  fo  fmall  a  number  ;  and  it  was 
impoffible  to  bring  them  down  the  river,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  fome  armed  veffels  which  Antonio  kept 
ready  to  intercept  them.  To  remedy  this  incon¬ 
venience,  d’ Avila  ordered  a  part  of  his  troops  to 
march  up  to  the  place  where  the  boats  lay,  and 
there  he  tranfported  them,  without  oppofition, 
to  the  other  fide.  Thefe  troops  had  time  to  in¬ 
trench  themfelves,  before  the  enemy  received  intel¬ 
ligence  of  their  landing  ;  and,  under  the  fhelter 
of  their  intrenchments,  the  reft  of  the  forces  were 
immediately  carried  over  in  the  fame  way. 

This  unexpefted  fuccefs  in  the  beginning  of 
his  enterprife  gave  d’ Avila  the  higheft  aflur- 
ance  of  victory,  and  demonftrated  how  little 
reafon  he  had  to  dread  the  efforts  of  an  enemy, 
who,  on  fo  critical  an  occafion,  had  lhewn 
themfelves  fo  deficient  both  in  courage  and 
vigilance.  Their  conduft  afterwards  was  fuch 
as  their  negligence  and  cowardice,  in  permit¬ 
ting  the  Spaniards  to  land  in  fmall  bodies,  one 
after  another,  gave  reafon  to  expedt.  D’Avila 
drove  them  before  him,  till,  with  very  little 
bloodlhed,  they  were  entirely  routed  and  di- 
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book  fperfed.  This  a&ive  general  loft  no  time  in  fend- 

_ .  T.  ing  a  party  of  horfe  in  purfuit  of  Don  Antonio, 

who  had  Bed,  accompanied  by  a  final!  number 
of  his  partifans,  to  Viana,  a  town  on  the  fea- 
coaft  near  the  northern  frontier  of  the  kingdom. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  Spaniards  to  that 
place,  he  attempted  to  make  his  efcape  by  fea, 
but  was  driven  back  by  a  violent  ftorm,  which 
overtook  him  foon  after  he  had  embarked.  He 
then  difmifled  his  attendants,  and,  difguifmg 
himfelf  in  the  drefs  of  a  common  failor,  eluded 
the  fearch  of  his  purfuers.  Philip  had  recourfe 
to  his  favourite  weapon,  a  profcription,  and  of¬ 
fered  a  reward  of  eighty  thoufand  ducats  to  any 
perfon  who  fhouid  deliver  him  into  his  hands. 
Notwithstanding  this,  fo  great  was  the  averfion 
of  the  Portuguefe  towards  the  Caftilian  govern¬ 
ment,  or  fuch  their  attachment  to  Antonio,  that 
no  perfon  was  tempted  by  the  proffered  reward, 
either  to  feize  him,  or  to  give  information  of  the 
place  of  his  retreat.  Antonio  remained  in  the 
country  between  the  Minho  and  Douro  from 
November  till  May,  living  fometimes  in  the 
houfes  of  the  nobility,  and  fometimes  in  monaf- 
teries  and  convents,  till  he  found  an  opportunity 
of  going  by  fea  to  France. 

Entire  fub-  After  the  difperfion  of  the  prior’s  army,  all 
Portugal ;  the  towns  between  the  Minho  and  Douro  opened 

their 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 

»  ■  •  ■  « 

their  gates,  and  fubrnitted  to  the  conqueror. 

The  regents  appointed  by  the  late  king  had 
fome  time  before  declared  theitifelves  for  Phi- 
"  lip  ;  and  the  duke  of  Braganza,  who  feemed 
to  have  defpaired  from  the  beginning  of  being 
able  to  affert  his  wife’s  title  to  the  throne  againll 
fo  potent  an  antagonift,  had  taken  the  fame  oath 
of  fidelity  and  allegiance  that  was  required  from 
others. 

The  colonies  in  America,  Africa,  and  the  of  the  colo- 
Indies,  which  belonged  to  the  crown  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  quickly  followed  the  example  of  the  mo¬ 
ther-country  ;  nor  did  Philip  find  employment 
for  his  arms  in  any  part  of  the  Portuguefe  do¬ 
minions  but  the  Azores,  where  Antonio’s  agents 
had  perfuaded  the  people  to  proclaim  him  king. 

Some  troops  which  were  fent  againll  them 
under  an  officer  of  the  name  of  Valdes,  were 
defeated  by  the  governor  of  Angra.  In  the 
following  year  Antonio  obtained  from  the 
court  of  France  a  fleet  of  fixty  Ihips,  with 
about  fix  thoufand  troops,  which  he  landed  on 
one  of  the  files  called  St.  Michael ;  but  the 
marquis  of  Santa  Croce  coming  upon  him  with 
a  fleet  and  army  much  fuperior  to  his,  obtained 
a  decifive  victory  over  the  French  both  by  fea 
and  land,  and  afterwards  reduced  all  the  inha- 
„  '  Y  4  bitants 
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bitants  to  a  ft  ate  of  entire  fubje&ion  and  obe¬ 
dience  f. 

•  t  x  i  / 

The  fuccefs  of  Philip’s  arms,  and  the  great 
acceflion  of  dominion  which  he  had  thereby  ac¬ 
quired,  occafioned  much  anxiety  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  powers ;  and  excited  in  the  Dutch  and 
Flemings  the  moft  alarming  apprehenfions. 
They  had  with  infinite  difficulty  withftood  his 
efforts,  while  he  was  employed  in  the  purfuit  of 
that  plan  of  conqueft  which  he  had  now  canied 
into  execution  ;  and  they  feemed,  at  this  time, 
to  have  much  greater  reafon  than  ever  to  dread 
that  they  fhould  foon  be  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
whatever  terms  of  peace  he  fhould  be  pleafed  to 
prefcribe.  Yet,  as  will  appear  from  the  fequel, 
Philip’s  acquifition  of  the  Portuguefe  dominions 
in  India  ferved  rather  to  expofe  him  to  the 
affaults  of  his  revolted  fubjedts,  than  to  furnifh 
him  with  the  means  of  fubduing  them,  and 
contributed  more  than  any  other  event  to 
that  wealth  and  greatnefs  which  they  afterwards 
attained  s. 

f  Antonio  efcaped,  and  once  more  returned  to  France, 
and  the  marquis  de  Santa  Croce  treated  all  his  French  pri« 
foners  as  pirates,  becaufe  war  had  not  been  declared  be¬ 
tween  France  and  Spain. 

E  Thuani  hift.  fui  temp.  an.  [579.80. 
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WHILE  Philip’s  arms  were  employed  in  book 

fubduing  the  Portuguefe,  the  prince  of  ,  _X_VII‘ _ 

Parma  had  little  room  for  the  exertion  of  that  15S0. 
activity  and  enterprife,  by  which  his  charafter  fairs  in  the 
was  fo  eminently  diltinguifhed.  Having  ac- 
cording  to  his  late  agreement  with  the  fouthern 
provinces,  difmilfed  his  Spanifh  and  Italian 
forces,  he  had  thereby  weakened  his  army  fo 
much  as  to  render  it  unable  to  keep  the  field. 

The  States  of  thefe  provinces  had  laboured  in 
vain  to  fulfil  their  part  of  the  agreement.  Their 
finances  were  exhaufted,  all  their  levies  were 
carried  on  flowly,  and  their  cavalry  were  fo  few 
in  number,  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  con-  - 
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fent  that  Farnefe  fliould  retain  fome  of  the  fo¬ 
reign  horfe  for  his  body-guard. 

It  was  fortunate  for  him,  that  at  this  junc¬ 
ture  the  confederates  were  in  a  fimilar  ftate  of 
weaknefs.  After  the  departure  of  their  auxilia¬ 
ries,  only  a  fmall  number  of  troops  remained  ; 
and  after  the  revolt  of  fo  many  of  the  nobility, 
and  the  death  of  the  count  de  Boffuf,  which 
happened  about  this  time,  there  was  fcarcely  a 
fingle  officer,  a  native  of  the  Netherlands, 
whom  they  could  intrull  with  the  chief  com¬ 
mand.  Matthias,  a  young  man  of  no  experi¬ 
ence,  bore  the  name,  but  was  incapable  of  dis¬ 
charging  the  duties  of  governor.  The  whole 
weight  of  the  adminillration  lay  upon  the  prince 
of  Orange,  who  was  involved  in  an  endlefs 
maze  of  the  moll  intricate  political  negotia¬ 
tions  ;  and  without  his  continual  prefence,  ac¬ 
tivity,  and  vigilance,  the  weak  frame  of  the 
confederacy  would  quickly  have  fallen  to  pieces. 
William  was  therefore  obliged  to  leave  the  di¬ 
rection  of  military  affairs  to  the  count  of  Ren- 
neberg.  La  Noue,  and  Norris ;  and  although 
thefe  men  were  not  deficient  either  in  fpirit  and 
intrepidity,  or  in  prudence  and  good  condud, 
yet  they  neither  had  forces  fufficient  to  under¬ 
take  any  important  enterprife,  nor  means  to  fup- 
port  fuch  as  were  under  their  command  \ 

3  Bentivoglio,  part  ii.  lib.  i. 
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The  greateft  part  of  Brabant  and  Flanders  book 
had  acceded  to  the  union  of  Utrecht ;  but  the  . _X-V1L‘_ 
ftrengt’n  of  the  confederacy  was  not  propox*-  isgo- 
tioned  to  its  extent.  The  union  of  the  feveral 
members  was  not  fufficiently  compact,  the  ad- 
miniftration  was  not  properly  afcertained,  and 
there  was  no  common  centre  of  power  and  au¬ 
thority  eftablifhed.  The  troops  were  fcattered 
in  fmall  bodies  throughout  the  provinces ;  no 
adequate  provifion  was  made  for  their  pay ; 
they  lived  at  free  quarters  on  the  inhabitants  ; 
and,  as  luxury  is  the  conftant  attendant  of  licen- 
tioufnefs,  the  country  was  miferably  oppreffed 
and  plundered,  and  the  people  reduced  to  an 
incapacity  of  furnifhing  the  neceffary  contribu¬ 
tions  and  fupplies.  In  this  fituation,  many 
perfons  lamented-  that  they  had  not  embraced 
the  opportunity  lately  afforded  them  of  mak¬ 
ing  their  peace  with  the  king;  and  they  began 
to  accufe  the  prince  of  Orange,  who  had  ad- 
vifed  them  to  rejedl  the  conditions  that  had 
been  offered,  of  having  preferred  his  private 
intereff  to  that  of  the  provinces.  A  fpirit  of  dif- 
content  prevailed  every  where,  except  in  Hol¬ 
land  and  Zealand,  and  it  was  generally  be¬ 
lieved,  that  they  muff  foon  either  make  their 
peace  with  the  king  of  Spain,  or  eledl  fome 
other  fovereign  able  to  deliver  them  from 
the  calamities  with  which  they  were  over¬ 
whelmed. 
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The  prince  of  Orange  was  at  this  time  in 
Ghent,  employed  in  quieting  the  difturbances 
above-mentioned.  At  the  defire  of  the  States 
he  publifhed  a  vindication  of  his  condud,  toge¬ 
ther  with  his  fentiments  concerning  the  caufes 
cf  that  diftrefs  in  which  the  provinces  were  in¬ 
volved,  and  the  means  of  their  deliverance.  As 
what  he  faid  on  this  occafion,  and  fome  weeks 
afterwards  in  the  afiembly  of  the  States  at  Ant¬ 
werp,  contains  an  interefting  view  of  the  fituation 
of  the  Netherlands  at  the  prefent  period,  it  will 
not  be  improper  to  lay  before  the  reader  an  ab- 
ftraft  of  the  principal  particulars. 

explained  He  began  with  complaining  of  the  injuftice 
by- tl,e  c  of  thofe  by  whom  he  had  been  accufed  of  hav- 

oianse.  jng  contributed  to  render  ineffedual  the  late  ne¬ 

gotiation  for  peace  at  Cologn.  “  For  no  per- 
fon  in  the  Netherlands,  he  faid,  had  greater 
reafon  than  himfelf  to  wilh  for  peace,  fince 
without  it  he  could  never  hope  to  obtain  either 
the  liberty  of  his  fon,  whom  he  had  not  feen 
for  many  years,  or  the  recovery  of  the  many 
rich  inheritances  which  he  had  loft,  or  the 
power  of  palling  the  remainder  of  his  life,  which 
now  began  to  decline,  free  from  labour  and 
anxiety.  But  while  for  thefe  reafons,  joined 
with  compaflion  for  the  miferies  of  the  people, 
no  perfon  could  more  ardently  deft  re  to  hare 
an  end  put  to  the  war,  he  could  not  help  con- 
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fidering  war,  with  all  its  calamities,  as  infinitely  book 
preferable  to  the  proffered  peace  :  by  one  ar- 
tide  of  which  many  hundred  thoufands  of  *58°- 
the  inhabitants  would  have  been  driven  into 
exile;  and  by  another,  all  who  remained,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards,  without 
any  fecurity  either  for  their  liberty  or  their  lives, 
but  the  promifes  of  thofe  by  whom  the  moft 
folemn  oaths  had  been  often  violated.  Thefe 
were  not  his  fentiments  only  of  the  peace  that 
had  been  offered,  but  the  fentiments  likewife 
of  the  States,  and  of  all  the  fincere  friends  of 
their  country  ;  nor  could  that  detra&ion  and 
calumny  in  which  many  perfons  had  of  late 
indulged  themfelves,  be  afcribed  to  any  other 
caufe  but  the  fecret  machinations  of  thofe 
who,  from  felfifh  views,  were  defirous  of  re¬ 
ducing  the  Netherlands  under  the  Spanifii 
yoke. 

<c  There  was  much  ground,  he  acknow¬ 
ledged,  for  complaining  of  the  irregularities  of 
which  the  troops  had  been  guilty  in  fome  of  the 
provinces ;  but  nothing  could  be  more  unjufl 
than  to  throw  the  blame  on  thofe  who  were  in¬ 
truded  with  the  reins  of  government.  The  go¬ 
vernors  of  States  ought  to  be  judged  of  fome- 
times  by  the  orders  which  they  iffued,  and  not 
by  the  fuccefs  with  which  their  meafures  were 
accompanied  ;  for  what  could  it  avail  to  inter- 
.  pofe 
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-  pofe  their  authority,  when  they  wanted  power 
to  enforce  obedience  ?  The  difregard  {hewn  by 
many  to  the  orders  of  the  States  and  council, 
was  the  principal  fource  of  the  evils  complained 
of.  In  all  the  provinces,  except  Holland  and 
Zealand,  there  was  fcarcely  a  fmgle  town  that 
would  admit  the  garrifons  appointed  for  its  de¬ 
fence.  To  this  was  to  be  afcribed  that  facility 
with  which  the  enemy  had  made  themfelves 
mailers  of  Alloft,  and  other  places;  and  it  was 
owing  to  the  fame  caufe,  that  the  troops  were 
fo  much  fcattered  throughout  the  provinces ; 
the  confequence  of  which  was,  that  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  country  and  of  the  open  towns, 
buffering  equally  from  the  forces  of  the  State* 
that  lived  at  free  quarters  upon  them,  and  from 
the  incurhons  of  the  enemy,  were  totally  dif- 
abled  from  contributing  their  {hare  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  expences.  Thus  there  was  no  fund  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  troops  ; 
without  which,  it  was  in  vain  to  expert  either 
that  they  could  be  kept  under  proper  difcipline, 
or  employed  fuccefsfully  in  any  important  en- 
terprife. 

“  To  remedy  the  abufes  complained  of,  the 
moft  efFe&ual  method  was  to  place  numerous 
garrifons  in  the  frontier  towns.  For  if  this 
were  done,  the  great  number  of  fmall  garrifons 
would  become  unneceffary ;  and  the  interior 

parts 
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parts  of  the  provinces  being  thereby  delivered 
both  from  the  oppreflions  of  their  friends  and  the 
devaluations  of  the  enemy,  the  people  would  b"e 
more  able  to  furnifh  their  proportion  of  the  fup- 
plies,  the  troops  would  be  paid  more  regularly, 
and  difcipline  more  eafily  maintained. 

“  The  States  ought  not  however  to  flop  there, 
but  to  exert  themfelves  ftrenuoufly  in  drawing 
together  fuch  an  army  of  regular  forces,  as 
might  face  the  enemy  in  the  field,  or  at  leaft 
difturb  and  interrupt  their  operations.  It  was 
their  want  of  fuch  an.  army  that  had  occafioned 
the  lofs  of  Maeflricht ;  and,  if  care  were  not 
taken  to  fupply  that  want,  there  was  ground 
to  apprehend,  that  the  confederacy  would  foon 
be  llript  of  all  the  towns  in  the  inland  provinces. 
But  in  order  to  carry  this,  or  any  other  expe¬ 
dient  into  execution,  it  was  neceffary  that,  inftead 
of  fuffering  each  town  or  province  to  difpofe  of 
its  troops  and  contributions  as  it  thought  fit,  a 
fenate  or  council  fhould  be  eftabiifhed,  with  au¬ 
thority  to  determine  every  thing  relative  to  the 
application  of  the  public  funds  and  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  war. 

“  He  was  far  from  intending  that  this  council 
fhould  be  inverted  with  the  power  either  of 
imjpofing  taxes  or  of  enacting  laws.  He  meant 
only  that  it  fhould  be  empowered  to  levy  fuch 

taxes 
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book  taxes  as  were  impofed,  and  to  execute  fuch  laws 
XVII  1  / 

w— -w  as  were  enadted  by  the  general  States  of  the 

x53°-  union.  That  it  fhould  not  be  fubjedt  to  be 

controled  by  particular  towns  or  provinces ; 
nor  obliged,  in  applying  the  public  money, 
diftributing  garrifons,  and  regulating  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  troops,  to  have  recourfe  on  every 
emergency  to  the  States  ;  but  fhould  have  fuch 
a  degree  of  difcretionary  power  conferred  upon 
it,  as  would  enable  it  to  feize  the  opportunities 
of  adtion  when  they  offered,  and  to  con* 

dudf  the  operations  of  the  war  with  fecrecy 
and  difpatch.” 

wniiam^  Besides  thefe  and  fome  other  points  of  lefs 
ronfede-  importance,  William  ventured,  both  in  the  writ- 
nounce  their  ing  which  he  publifhed,  and  afterwards  in  the 
allegiance.  a{fembly  of  the  States,  to  explain  his  fentiments 
concerning  another  fubjedt,  which  he  had  long 
revolved,  and  concerning  which  he  had  founded 
the  inclinations  of  many  of  the  deputies.  Hav¬ 
ing,  before  the  prefent  period,  defpaired  that 
peace  could  ever  be  reftored  between  the  king 
and  the  confederated  provinces,  he  exhorted  the 
deputies  to  conhder,  whether  they  were  not  now- 
in  a  fituation  which  required  that,  renouncing 
their  allegiance  to  Philip,  they  fhould  transfer  it 
to  fome  other  prince,  who  was  able  and  walling 
to  defend  them. 


In 
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In  the  eyes  of  the  greater  part  of  Europe,  book 
this  propofal  appeared  in  the  highed  degree  _X V- _ 
audacious.  Philip  had,  ever  fince  his  acceffion,  1580. 
been  confidered  as  the  molt  powerful  prince  of  Hls  iealoat 
the  age ;  he  had  lately  received  an  immenfe  in- 
creafe  of  power  by  the  acquifition  of  Portugal, 
and  men  could  not  doubt  that  the  revolted  pro¬ 
vinces  mud  foon  yield  to  his  fuperior  arms,  and 
bitterly  repent  of  the  offence  which  they  had 
given  him. 

Reasons  however  were  not  wanting  to  fhew, 
that  the  meafure  propofed  was  the  bed  which 
the  people  of  the  Netherlands  could  embrace 
in  their  prefent  circumdances.  If  they  could 
have  entertained  the  profpeft  of  obtaining  peace 
on  tolerable  terms,  it  might  be  difficult  per¬ 
haps  entirely  to  vindicate  their  conduft.  The 
evils  which  accompany  a  change  of  govern¬ 
ment  are  generally  fo  great,  and  the  obliga¬ 
tion  to  maintain  the  prefent  fo  drong  and 
powerful,  that  nothing  but  the -mod  urgent  ne- 
ceffity  can  ever  judify  a  people  for  fhaking  off 
their  allegiance  to  their  legal  prince.  But,  from 
the  iffue  of  the  late  negotiations  at  Cologn, 
it  was  manifed,  not  only  that  Philip  was  unal¬ 
terably  fixed  in  his  purpofe  to  govern  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  with  defpotic  authority,  in  contradic¬ 
tion  to  their  fundamental  rights  and  laws ;  buy 
that  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  protedants, 
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_ — of  the  people,  was  a  condition,  without  which 

J5so-  he  was  determined  never  to  be  reconciled. 

Defolation  therefore,  and  flavery,  muft  have 
been  the  certain  confequences  of  peace,  and  no 
greater  evil  could  be  apprehended  from  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  war.  “  Even  allowing  (faid 
the  prince  of  Orange,  in  the  aflembly  of  the 
States)  that  the  king  fhould  be  perfuaded,  by 
any  mediating  power,  to  grant  us  fuch  condi¬ 
tions  as  our  confciences  would  fuffer  as  to  ac¬ 
cept,  yet  what  fecurity  can  we  obtain  for  his  ful¬ 
filling  them?  He  has,  before  this  time,  been 
fet  at  liberty  by  the  pope  from  his  moft  facred 
obligations.  It  is  an  eftabliflied  maxim  of 
Philip  and  his  counfellors,  that  with  heretics, 
fuch  as  we  arc,  no  promifes  or  oaths  are  bind¬ 
ing.  Although  he  were  of  himfelf  inclined  to 
fulfil  his  engagements,  yet  the  Roman  pontiff 
and  the  Spanifh  inquifitors  would  reclaim,  and 
foon  perfuade  him  to  alter  his  intention.  It 
has  been  faid  by  fome,  continued  William, 
that  he  is  a  prince  of  a  compaflionate  difpofi- 
tion,  and  that  we  may  fafely  rely  upon  his 
mercy.  Of  the  truth  of  this,  we  can  beft 
judge  from  what  we  have  feen  and  known.  Do 
the  deeds  that  have  been  perpetrated  by  his 
command,  in  India,  in  Italy,  or  in  Granada, 
authorife  us  to  form  this  favourable  judgment 
of  his  chara&er  ?  Has  not  every  corner  of  the 
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Netherlands  been  overflowed  with  the  blood  book 
of  thoufands  of  our  countrymen,  barbaroufly  t 
butchered  by  his  command  ?  Are  not  all  the  l&°‘ 
neighbouring  kingdoms  filled  with  his  fubjeCts, 
who  have  been  driven  from  their  native  land, 
either  to  enrich  the  countries  that  have  afforded 
them  protection,  with  our  trade  and  manufac¬ 
tured,  or  to  drag  out  a  miferable  life  in  poverty 
and  exile  ?  We  know  how  grievoufly  our  late 
conduCt  has  offended  him,  and  from  what  we 
have  feen  cn  former  occafions,  we  may  judge 
of  the  meafure  of  his  refentment.  He  may 
humble  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  foothe  us  with 
the  hopes  of  a  more  mild  adminiflration ;  but, 
we  fhould  remember  the  difcovery  which  we 
made  lately,  when,  by  the  letters  that  were  in¬ 
tercepted,  it  appeared,  that,  inftead  of  the  ge¬ 
nerous  purpofes  that  "were  pretended,  nothing 
was  meant  but  to  employ  fome  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  as  inftruments  of  vengeance  againft  the 
reft.” 

Influenced  by  thefe  confiderations,  which 
(hewed  that  Philip  had  entirely  loft  the  confi- 
dence  as  well  as  the  affeCtions  of  his  Flemiftr 
fubje&s,  a  great  majority  of  the  deputies  were 
inclined  to  renounce  his  authority.  Some  of 
the  catholic  members,  however,  prompted 
partly  by  their  political  principles-,  and  partly 
by  concern  for  the  fafety  of  their  religion,  had 
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the  courage  to  remonflrate.  They  expatiated 
on  the  greatnefs  of  Philip’s  power,  and  the 
danger  to  which  the  States  would  expofe  them- 
felves,  by  adding  fo  great  an  affront  to  their 
former  provocations.  And  to  their  reprefen- 
tations  on  this  head  they  fubjoined,  that  they 
could  not  adopt  the  flrong  meafure  that  was 
propofed,  confiflently  with  their  oath  of  alle¬ 
giance  ;  fince  the  King  was  unqueftionably 
their  rightful  fovereign,  they  had  all  folemnly 
recognifed  his  right ;  and  the  provinces  were 
his  inheritance,  which  he  had  derived  from 
a  long  uninterrupted  line  of  illuflrious  an- 
ceflors b. 

But  this  reafoning  had  no 'weight  with  the 
prince  of  Orange,  St.  Aldegonde,  and  the 
other  leaders  of  the  proteflants.  They  confi- 
dered  the  breach  between  Philip  and  the  con¬ 
federated  provinces,  as  irreparable ;  and  knew, 
that  long  before  the  prefent  period,  he  was  ani¬ 
mated  againfl  them  with  the  moll  implacable 
refentment.  “  It  was  too  late,”  they  faid,  “  to 
talk  of  keeping  meafures  with  the  King;  and 
no  part  remained  to  be  efpoufed,  but  to  pro¬ 
vide  againfl  the  effedls  of  his  difpleafure.  Nor 
was  there  the  fmallefl  reafon  for  thofe  fcruples 
by  which  the  catholic  members  were  diflurbed, 
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either  with  regard  to  the  lawfulnefs,  or  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  renouncing  their  allegiance.  Kings 
were  inverted  with  authority,  not  for  their  own 
fakes,  but  for  the  intereft  of  the  people  whom 
they  were  appointed  to  govern.  If  the  rights 
of  princes  were  to  be  inveftigated,  they  would 
be  found,  in  moft  of  the  kingdoms  in  Europe, 
to  have  been  derived  from  the  will  of  their  fub- 
jeCts,  who,  grown  impatient  under  the  injuries 
of  former  princes,  had  taken  from  them ,  and 
given  to  their  fucceffors,  what  they  had  an  un¬ 
doubted  right  to  beftow.  A  prince  was  indeed 
fuperior  to  each  individual  in  a  State ;  but 
neither  his  intereft  nor  his'pleafure  was  to  be 
put  in  the  balance  with  the  fecurity  and  happi- 
nefs  of  the  whole.  On  the  contrary,  he  might 
be  judged,  and  even  puniihed,  for  his  abufe  of 
power,  by  the  fupreme  council  of  the  nation. 
If  this  truth  were  doubted  of  in  other  places,  it 
could  not  be  controverted  in  the  Netherlands  ; 
where,  till  lately,  both  the  name  of  king,  and 
the  meafure  of  obedience  which  kings  com¬ 
monly  require,  were  utterly  unknown.  In  the 
Netherlands  the  engagements  between  the 
prince  and  the  people  were  ftridtly  mutual  ;  and 
in  engagements  of  this  fort,  it  was  a  clear  and 
univerfal  maxim,  that  the  infidelity  of  either  of 
the  two  contracting  parties  abfolves  the  other 
from  the  facred  obligation c.” 

c  Meteren,  lib.  x.  and  Grotius,  p.  70. 
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The  proteftant  members,  in  comparifon  with 
whom  the  catholics  were  few  in  number,  being 
thus  confirmed  in  their  purpofe  of  abjuring  the 
dominion  of  Philip,  the  affembly  proceeded 
next  to  confider,  whether  they  fhould  fubftitute 
another  fovereign  in  his  place,  or  eflablifh  a 
republican  government,  upon  the  plan  of  that 
confederacy  which  was  already  formed.  The 
latter  of  thefe  meafures  would  have  been  em¬ 
braced  by  all  the  deputies ;  by  the  proteftants, 
from  the  conformity  between  the  principles  of 
a  commonwealth,  and  thofe  of  their  religion  ; 
and  by  the  catholics,  from  their  perfuafion  that 
fuch  a  government  would  neither  be  fo  highly 
affronting  to  the  King,  nor  fo  effectually  pre¬ 
clude  the  hopes  of  a  future  reconcilement.  But 
the  prefent  feeble  ffate  of  the  United  Provinces 
obliged  them  to  facrifice  their  inclination  to 
their  prefervation  and  fecurity.  From  the  re- 
prefentation  which  the  prince  of  Orange  made 
of  the  diforders  that  prevailed,  together  with 
the  view  which  he  exhibited  of  their  flrength 
and  refources,  they  were  convinced,  that  how¬ 
ever  ffrenuoufiy  they  might  exert  themfelves, 
they  would  be  able  to  wage  only  a  tedious  de- 
fenfivef  war ;  by  which  their  flrength  would  be 
gradually  wafted,  till  they  were  at  laft  com¬ 
pelled  to  accept  of  fuch  trrms  of  peace  as  the 
King  fhould  be  pleafed  to  prefcribe.  To  have 
recourfe  therefore  to  the  aftiftance  of  fome  fo¬ 
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reign  prince,  feemed  not  only  expedient,  but  book 
neceffary ;  and  to  engage  the  prince  of  whom 
they  fhould  make  choice  to  efpoufe  their  caufe  ‘i*0- 
with  greater  zeal  and  fincerity  than  they  had 
hitherto  experienced  in  their  allies,  they  re- 
folved  to  confer  upon  him  the  fovereignty  of 
the  provinces,  with  all  the  prerogatives  which 
had  been  enjoyed  by  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of 
Burgundy. 


Nothing  now  remained  but  to  fix  upon  the  Motives  fur 
perfon  to  whom  the  offer  of  this  high  dignity  duke  J 
fhould  be  made.  The  prince  of  Orange,  hav-  A"JOU' 
ing  before-hand  founded  the  inclinations  of  the 
Emperor  and  other  German  princes,  had  found 
them  utterly  averfe  to  taking  any  concern  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Netherlands.  The  queen 
of  England,  and  the  duke  of  Anjou,  brother 
to  the  king  of  France,  were  the  only  princes 
at  that  time  in  Europe,  between  whom  the 
States  thought  there  was  ground  to  hefitate ; 
and  they  were  determined  to  concur  in  giving 
the  preference  to  Anjou,  by  the  prince  of 
Orange ;  who,  befides  reprefenting  to  them 
the  necefiity  of  electing  a  fovereign  who  would 
refide  in  the  country,  informed  them  that  their 
making  choice  of  the  duke  would  be  highly 
acceptable  to  the  queen.  “  For  fhe  had  writ 
to  him  on  the  fubjeCt,  and  given  him  affurances 
of  granting  the  States  her  affiflance,  in  cafe 
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the  fovereignty  were  conferred  on  one  with 
whom  (he  had  fo  much  reafon  to  expe£l  to  live 
on  amicable  terms  d.” 

From  this  it  fhould  feem,  that  William  had 
offered  to  employ  his  influence  in  favour  of 
Elizabeth ;  and  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  un- 
lefs  he  had  found  her  averfe  to  his  propofal, 
neither  he  nor  the  other  proteflant  leaders 
would  have  been  inclined  to  give  the  preference 
to  Anjou.  Very  different  motives  indeed  were 
afligned  for  the  prince’s  conduct,  by  his  ene¬ 
mies.  His  principality  of  Orange,  they  ob¬ 
served,  lay  in  the  centre  of  France.  He  had 
lately  married  Charlotte  de  Bourbon,  of  the 
blood  royal  of  that  kingdom6.  For  many 
years  he  had  maintained  an  intimate  correfpond- 
ence  with  the  leaders  of  the  Hugonots ;  and 
he  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  enjoying 
the  entire  direction  <o f  the  duke  of  Anjou,  a 
weak  prince,  who  would  probably  be  more  at¬ 
tentive  to  his  pleafures,  than  to  the  affairs  of 
government.  Thefe  interefled  considerations, 
it  is  likely,  were  not  entirely  without  their  in¬ 
fluence  ;  but  the  other  circumftance  above 
mentioned  feem$  to  afford  a  ftill  more  Satisfac¬ 
tory  account.  Since  there  was  in  reality  no  room 
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for  hefitation  between  Elizabeth  and  Anjou ; 
and  Elizabeth,  as  will  appear  in  the  fequel, 
would  certainly  have  rejected  the  fovereignty, 
in  cafe  an  offer  of  it  had  been  made  to  her.  This 
political  princefs  expected  to  derive  advantage 
from  that  animofity  which  the  ele&ion  of  An¬ 
jou  was  likely  to  produce  between  the  courts  of 
France  and  Spain.  And  the  prince  of  Orange 
knew,  that  as  it  would  be  eafier  to  reconcile  the 
catholics  in  the  United  Provinces  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  a  prince  of  the  fame  religion  with  them- 
felves  than  to  that  of  a  proteflant ;  fo,  without 
making  fuch  a  choice,  there  was  little  probabi¬ 
lity  that  he  fhould  ever  prevail  on  the  Walloons 
to  accede  to  the  confederacy.  Whatever  were 
William’s  motives,  a  great  majority  of  the  de¬ 
puties  entered  readily  into  his  opinion,  and  they 
would  have  proceeded  inflantly  to  the  election, 
had  it  not  been  deemed  a  matter  of  too  much 
confequence  to  be  decided  without  confulting 
their  conflituents. 

In  the  mean  time  the  operations  of  the  war 
were  not  wholly  difcontinued,  although  neither 
of  the  two  contending  parties  was  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  at  this  period  to  make  any  great  or  vigor¬ 
ous  exertion.  By  means  of  a  ftratagem  con¬ 
duced  by  count  Egmont,  Farnefe  acquired  pof- 
feffion  of  Courtray  in  Flanders,  as  he  did  by  the 
like  means  of  fome  other  places.  On  the 
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other  hand,  count  Egmont  and  his  brother 
were  taken  prifoners  by  La  Noue,  in  the  town 
of  Ninove :  and  not  long  afterwards  La  Noue 
himfelf  loft  his  liberty.  This  gallant  officer 
having  been  attacked  unexpectedly  by  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  Roubais,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Walloon  forces,  was  overpowered  by  numbers, 
and  obliged,  through  the  difadvantage  of  his 
ground,  to  furrender  himfelf  a  prifoner  of  war. 
The  States  were  fenfibly  affefted  by  the  lofs  of 
a  perfon  of  fuch  uncommon  abilities,  and  they 
offered  to  give  in  exchange  for  him  count 
Egmont  and  the  baron  de  Selles,  who  had  been 
taken  prifoner  at  Bouchain.  But  the  prince  of 
Parma  refufed  to  confent  to  this  exchange, 
faying,  that  he  would  never  agree  to  give  one 
lion  for  two  ffieep.  La  Noue  was  conduced 
to  the  caftle  of  Limburg,  where  he  remained 
long  ;  and,  during  his  confinement,  employed 
himfelf  in  writing  thofe  military  and  political 
difcourfes  which  were  afterwards  publiffied, 
and  much  admired  by  his  cotemporaries.  Count 
Egmont’s  relations,  and  thofe  of  de  Selles,  fo- 
licited  Philip  with  great  importunity  to  con- 
lent  to  the  exchange  propofecl  :  but  this  prince, 
who  never  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  gratitude 
or  compaffion  where  his  intereft  interfered,  de¬ 
clined  complying  with  their  requeft  ;  and, 
rather  than  yield  to  the  enemy  fo  great  an  ad¬ 
vantage  as  the  recovery  of  La  Noue,  fie  chofg 
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to  leave  his  friends  to  languifh  in  prifon  for  fe- 
veral  years. 

These  two  noblemen  bore  this  indignity 
with  extreme  impatience.  De  Selles,  confcious 
of  having  exerted  himfelf  with  the  molt  fer¬ 
vent  zeal  in  detaching  the  Walloons  from  the 
revolted  provinces,  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  in¬ 
dignation  and  chagrin  which  the  King’s  ingra¬ 
titude  and  his  own  unfortunate  fituation  were 
calculated  to  infpire.  The  fame  caufes  pro¬ 
duced  a  different,  but  no  lefs  melancholy 
effed,  on  count  Egmont,  whom  they  deprived 
of  the  ufe  of  his  underflanding.  Through  the 
tender  affiduous  care  of  his  filler,  whom  the 
States  permitted  to  attend  him,  he  recovered 
from  this  diflrefs.  But  Philip  flill  declined 
confenting  to  the  exchange  till  the  year  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-four,  when 
La  Noue  engaged  in  the  flridell  manner 
never  to  bear  arms  againfl  him  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands  ;  and  the  king  of  Navarre,  the  duke  of 
Lorrain,  and  others,  became  fureties  for  his 
fulfilling  this  engagement.  It  is  difficult  to  de¬ 
termine  whether  Philip’s  condud  afforded  on 
this  occafion  a  more  finking  proof  of  pufilla- 
nimity  or  ingratitude,  while  no  (Longer  tefli- 
mony  could  have  been  given  of  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  merit  of  La  Noue,  and  the  dread 
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Deletion  About  the  time  when  La  Noue  was  taken 
Renneberg  prifoner,  the  confederacy  fuftained  another  lofs 
by  the  defection  of  count  Renneberg.  This 
young  nobleman  having  been  appointed  gover¬ 
nor  of  Friefland  by  the  States,  had  fubdued 
the  cities  of  Deventer  and  Groningen,  befides 
feveral  other  places  of  confiderable  confequence ; 
and  his  zeal  and  fervices  were  the  more  highly 
valued,  as  all  his  relations  adhered  to  the  Spa- 
xiifh  interefl,  and  he  himfelf  was  of  the  catholic 
perfuafion.  But  thefe  circumftances,  which 
gave  him  fo  much  merit  in  the  eyes  of  his 
countrymen,  were  the  means  by  which  he  was 
enticed  to  abandon  the  caufe  which  he  had  hi¬ 
therto  fo  illuflrioufly  fupported.  The  prince 
of  Parma  readily  perceived  the  advantage  which 
they  afforded  for  gaining  him  over  from  the 
confederates ;  and,  with  this  view,  he  employed 
the  count’s  filler  and  her  hufband,  the  baron 
de  Monceaux,  to  offer  him  the  following  terms 
of  accommodation :  That  he  Ihould  be  con¬ 
firmed  in  the  government  of  Friefland,  and 
have  that  of  Overyffel  annexed  to  it ;  that 
twenty  thoufand  crowns  ihould  be  immediately 
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paid  him,  befides  an  annual  penfion  of  twenty 
thoufand  florins  ;  that  a  town,  of  which  he  was 
feudal  fuperior,  fliould  be  eredted  into  a  mar- 
quifate ;  and  that  he  fliould  have  two  regiments 
of  troops  to  be  diftributed  throughout  his  go¬ 
vernments,  in  whatever  ftations  he  fliould 
think  fit.  Befides  thefe  enticements,  another 
objedt  was  held  forth  to  him,  more  tempting 
perhaps  than  any  of  the  reft ;  he  was  flattered 
with  the  hopes  of  obtaining  in  marriage  the 
countefs  of  Megen,  of  whom  he  was  greatly 
enamoured,  and  who  pofieflfed  one  of  the  richeft 
fortunes  in  the  Netherlands.  His  religious 
principles  confpired  with  thefe  allurements, 
and  made  him  lend  an  open  ear  to  his  After’ s 
repeated  reprefentations  of  the  danger  to 
which  the  catholic  faith  was  expofed,  and  of  the 
defigns  formed  by  the  prince  of  Orange  for 
its  deftrudtion.  He  hefitated  however  for  fome 
time,  and  trembled  at  the  thoughts  of  the  in¬ 
famy  in  which  he  was  about  to  be  involved  ; 
but  at  laft  he  confented  to  accept  of  the  terms 
propofed,  refolving  to  conceal  his  having  done 
fo,  till  he  fliould  take  proper  meafures  for  deli¬ 
vering  the  towns  and  forts  into  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards. 

His  defign  could  not  entirely  efcape  the  pe¬ 
netrating  eye  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  Various 
circumftances  concurred  to  alarm  William’s 
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book,  apprehenfions,  and  make  him  refolve,  without 

_ _  delay,  to  prevent,  if  poffible,  the  fatal  effe&S 

1580.  of  the  count’s  intended  treachery.  He  inftantly 
went  into  Friefland,  under  the  pretence  of 
quelling  fome  difturbances  in  that  country,  and 
ordered  fome  officers  to  draw  their  troops  to¬ 
gether,  and  lead  them  againfl  Lewarden,  Har¬ 
lingen,  and  Staveren.  Thefe  orders  were  exe¬ 
cuted  with  fecrecy  and  difpatch,  and  all  the 
three  places  were  wrefted  out  of  the  hands 
of  thofe  to  whom  count  Renneberg  committed 
them. 

The  count,  who  refided  at  this  time  in  Gro¬ 
ningen,  was  thunderftruck  when  he  received 
intelligence  of  this  difafter,  which  at  once 
fhewed  him  that  his  perfidy  was  dete&ed,  and 
put  it  in  a  great  meafure  out  of  his  power  to 
fulfil  his  engagements  to  the  prince  of  Parma. 
Still,  however,  he  was  either  not  prepared,  or 
he  had  not  courage,  to  throw  off  the  mafk. 
He  complained  loudly  of  the  affront  that  had 
been  offered  him,  and  of  the  ingratitude  with 
which  his  fervices  had  been  repaid.  Among 
the  officers  who  beheld  his  confufion  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  there  were  two,  to  whom,  as  he  knew 
their  fidelity  to  the  States  to  be  inviolable,  he 
had  not  communicated  his  defigns.  Thefe 
men,  thinking  it  ftill  pra&icable  to  preferve 
him  in  his  duty,  exhorted  him  to  go  imme¬ 
diately 
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diately  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  in  order  to 
clear  himfelf  from  the  fufpicions  which  were 
entertained  againft  him.  “  This  is  the  only  ex¬ 
pedient  in  your  power,”  faid  one  of  them,  “  if 
you  are  confcious  of  innocence ;  nor  can  I 
doubt  that  you  are,  when  I  confider,  that  by 
perfifting  to  a£t  the  part  which  your  duty  and 
honour  require,  you  mud  promote  your  in- 
tereft  more  effectually,  than  by  violating  thefe 
facred  obligations,  and  involving  your  name 
in  perpetual  infamy.”  Renneberg  liftened  at¬ 
tentively  to  this  difcourfe,  changed  colour  fre¬ 
quently,  and  at  laff  burft  into  tears.  He  re¬ 
peated  his  complaints  of  the  treatment  which 
he  had  met  with,  but  he  would  not  explain  his 
intentions,  nor  follow  the  counfel  that  was 
given  him.  The  two  officers  then  left  him ; 
and  after  acquainting  the  chief  magiftrate  of 
what  had  paffed,  they  withdrew  privately  from 
the  city. 

By  a  popular  and  infinuating  behaviour,  ac¬ 
companied  with  ftrong  afleverations  of  the 
falfehood  of  the  reports  which  had  been  pro¬ 
pagated,  Renneberg  laid  afleep  the  fufpicions 
both  of  the  magiftrates  and  the  people,  till  the 
plot  which  he  had  formed  was  ripe  for  execu¬ 
tion,  Having  brought  in  fecretly  a  body  of 
troops,  which  he  concealed  in  the  palace,  and 
put  arms  into  the  hands  of  his  domeftics ;  with 
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book  thefe,  and  the  catholic  inhabitants  devoted  to 
_^VII;_  the  Spanifh  intereft,  he  overpowered  the  garri- 
1580.  fon  ;  and  having  thus  made  himfelf  matter  of 
the  town,  he  proclaimed  himfelf  governor,  in 
the  name  of  Philip,  and  then  mounted  the  for¬ 
tifications  with  the  troops  which  he  had  intro¬ 
duced. 


Rcnne- 
berg’s  re- 
jnorfe  and 

death. 


But  he  did  not  long  enjoy  any  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  he  expefted  to  derive  from  his 
revolt,  and  fome  of  them  he  never  attained. 
The  money  promifed  him  was  never  paid,  and 
the  countefs  of  Megen  was  given  in  marriage 
to  another.  His  health  being  impaired  by  the 
fatigues  which  he  had  undergone  in  his  mili¬ 
tary  enterprifes,  the  remembrance  of  his  trea¬ 
chery  filled  his  mind  with  anguilh  and  remorfe, 
which  preyed  upon  his  fickly  frame,  and  car¬ 
ried  him  off  in  the  prime  of  his  age,  lamented 
even  by  thofe  whom  he  had  betrayed,  who  felt 
for  his  misfortunes,  on  account  of  his  many  ami¬ 
able  accomplilhments  5. 


Election  of 
Anjou. 


The  Ioffes  which  the  confederacy  fuffered 
from  La  Noue’s  imprifonment,  and  the  infide¬ 
lity  of  Renneberg,  ferved  only  to  confirm  them 
in  their  refolution  of  conferring  the  fovereignty 
on  fome  foreign  prince  ;  and  the  reafons  above 
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mentioned,  joined  to  the  influence  of  the  prince 
of  Orange,  determined  the  States  of  the  feveral 
provinces  and  towns  to  give  the  preference 
to  the  duke  of  Anjou.  The  election  was  made 
accordingly  in  due  form  by  the  General  States, 
and  a  folemn  embaffy  fent  to  give  intimation 
of  it  to  the  duke,  who  readily  accepted  the 
offer,  and  confented  to  all  the  conditions  that 
were  required.  They  were  contained  in  a 
treaty  figned  by  him  and  the  ambaffadors  of  the 
States  at  Pleffiles-Tours,  on  the  29th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  ;  and  the  principal  articles  were  thofe 
which  follow :  That  the  States  of  the  United 
Provinces  having  elected  Francis  de  Valois, 
duke  of  Alengon  and  Anjou,  for  their  fove- 
reign,  did  thereby  confer  upon  him  all  the 
titles  and  prerogatives  which  their  former 
princes  had  enjoyed.  That  in  cafe  the  duke 
fhould  die  without  iffue,  the  States  might  eledt 
another  fovereign,  and  that  the  Netherlands 
fhould  in  no  event  be  annexed  to  the  crown  of 
France.  That  in  cafe  the  duke  fhould  die 
leaving  feveral  fons  behind  him,  the  States 
fhould  have  power  to  determine  which  of  them 
fhould  fucceed  him  in  his  fovereignty;  and 
that  if  the  prince  whom  they  fhould  make 
choice  of  were  under  age,  they  might  affume 
the  government  into  their  own  hands  till  he 
fhould  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty.  That  the 
duke  fhould  maintain  inviolate  all  the  rights 
Vol.  II.  A  a  and 
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and  privileges  of  the  people ;  that  he  fhould 
fummon  the  general  affembly  of  the  States  to- 
meet  at  lead  once  a  year ;  and  that,  if  he 
fhould  fail  to  iffue  letters  of  convocation,  they 
fhould  themfelves  have  power,  agreeably  to  an¬ 
cient  form  and  cuftom,  to  meet  together  as 
often  as  they  fhould  judge  expedient.  That  the 
duke  fhould  fix  his  refidetvce  in  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries  ;  but  if  his  affairs  fhould,  on  any  occafion, 
call  him  thence,  he  fhould  nominate  for  go¬ 
vernor  fome  nobleman,,  a  native  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  with  the  confent  and  approbation  of  the 
States.  That  all  his  counfellors  fhould  be  na¬ 
tives  of  the  provinces,  except  two  or  three  of 
the  French  nation*  who  might  be  admitted  into 
the  council,  provided  the  States  fhould  give 
their  confent.  That  he  fhould  make  no  inno¬ 
vation  in  religion,  but  afford  his  prote&ion 
equally  to  the  proteftants  and  catholics.  That 
Holland  and  Zealand  fhould,  both  in  refpedt 
of  government  and  religion,  remain  in  their 
prefent  flate,  being  obliged,  however,  to  con¬ 
tribute  their  proportion  of  the  fupplies  requifite 
for  the  fnpport  of  the  confederacy.  That  the 
duke  fhould  fpare  no  pains  to  engage  his  bro¬ 
ther  the  king  of  France  to  aflift  him  in  carrying 
on  the.  war ;  that  he  fhould  accede  to  all  the 
treaties  that  fubfifl  between  the  States  and  fo¬ 
reign  powers,  and  fhould  not  himfelf  form  any 
new  alliance  without  their  confent.  That  all 

foreign 
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foreign  foldiers  fhould  be  difmiffed  on  the  firft 
requifition  of  the  States :  And  laftly,  That  if 
the  duke  fhould  fail  in  performing  any  of  the 
foregoing  conditions*  his  right  to  the  fove- 
reignty  fhould  ceafe,  and  the  Provinces  be 
no  longer  bound  to  yield  obedience  to  his 
authority.” 

As  this  treaty  was  negotiated  in  France, 

Philip  complained  to  Henry  of  the  breach  of 
friendfhip  in  permitting  it  j  and  Henry  affefied 
to  be  much  offended  with  his  brother’s  con¬ 
duct,  but  in  reality  did  not  feel  the  difpleafure 
which  he  pretended*  On  the  contrary,  he  fe- 
cretly  rejoiced  in  the  profpeft  of  being  delivered 
from  a  brother,  whofe  levity  and  caprice  had 
given  him  much  inquietude ;  ,and  it  is  faid, 
he  affured  the  States  privately,  that  he 
would  fend  them  either  troops  or  money,  as 
foon  as  the  troubles  of  his  kingdom  were  com- 
pofed. 

But  whatever  reafon  Philip  had  to  be  of-  P}li,iP’3 
fended  with  the  French  monarch,  he  was  much  of  the  prince 
more  highly  incenfed  againfl  the  prince  of  cf0r*nEe- 
Orange,  whom  he  confidered  as  the  contriver, 
as  well  as  the  chief  promoter,  of  the  revolution 
that  had  taken  place.  Having  oftener  than 
once  attempted,  by  negotiation  and  artifice,  to 
free  himfelf  from  an  enemy,  who  had  furnifhed 
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employment  to  his  ableft  generals  and  belt  dif- 
ciplined  forces  for  fo  many  years,  -  he  had  re- 
courfe,  on  this  occafion,  to  the  ignoble  expe¬ 
dient  of  exciting  fome  wretch  or  defperado  to 
make  an  attempt  upon  his  life.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  published  an  ediCt  of  profcription 
againft  him,  in  which  he  accufed  him  of  having 
excited  and  fomented  that  fpirit  of  difcord, 
which  had  proved  the  fource  of  fo  much  mifery 
to  the  Netherlands ;  interdicted  ail  the  fubjefts 
of  the  crown  of  Spain  from  holding  communi¬ 
cation  with  him,  and  from  fupplying  him  with 
bread,  or  drink,  or  fire ;  and  offered  to  any 
perfon,  who  flhould  deliver  him  dead  or  alive, 
or  take  away  his  life,  the  fum  of  twenty-five 
thoufand  crowns,  befides  making  him  and  his 
affociates  noble,  if  they  were  not  already  noble, 
and  granting  them  a  full  pardon  of  all  crimes, 
however  enormous,  of  which  they  had  been 
guilty. 

This  practice  of  commanding  affaffmation, 
almoft  unheard-of  fince  the  days  of  the  Roman 
triumvirate,  was  fuitable  to  the  dark,  revenge¬ 
ful,  and  ungenerous  nature  of  Philip.  The 
prince  of  Orange  could  hav-e  retaliated  the  in¬ 
jury ;  but  he  fcorned  fo  ignoble  a  revenge,  and 
chofe  rather  to  reft  his  defence  on  an  appeal  to 
the  worl4  for  his  integrity. 
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His  Vindication  and  Apology,  addreffed  to  book. 
the  affembly  of  the  States,  and  of  which  he 
fent  copies  to  the  feveral  courts  in  Europe,  is  one  z&°- 
of  the  molt  precious  monuments  in  hiftory.  It  ^gy.Ap 
contains  an  interefling  relation  of  many  par¬ 
ticulars,  which  throw  light,  not  only  on  Wil¬ 
liam’s  own  character  and  that  of  Philip,  but 
likewife  on  the  characters  of  feveral  of  the  other 
principal  aCtors  in  the  Netherlands.  The  au¬ 
thor  has,  in  fome  parts  of  it,  indulged  himfelf 
in  the  language  of  keen  refentment,  and  ven¬ 
tured  to  affert  boldly  feveral  facts,  of  which  the 
cotemporary  hiftorians  have  fpoken  with  re¬ 
fer  ve.  Some  allowance  perhaps  mult  be  made 
for  that  juft  indignation  with  which  he  was  in¬ 
flamed  ;  but  when  it  is  confidered,  that  no  per- 
fon  had  better  accefs  to  information ;  that  no 
prince  poffeffed  a  higher  character  for  fmcerity 
and  truth,  having  never,  in  a  fmgle  inftance, 
been  convicted  by  his  numerous  enemies  of  in- 
fmcerity  and  falfehood  ;  that  the  relation  of  the 
facts  which  he  afferts  was  publifhed  at  the  time 
when  they  are  faid  to  have  happened,  and  when 
it  v/as  eafy  for  the  perfons  accufed,  if  accufed 
unjuftly,  to  have  confuted  him  ;  that  their  in- 
tereft  and  honour  called  loudly  for  a  confuta¬ 
tion  ;  and  yet,  that  no  fuch  confutation,  nor 
any  vindication  of  their  characters,  which  had 
been  arraigned  as  odious  at  the  bar  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  was  ever  attempted  ;  when  all  thefe 
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circumftances  are  duly  confidered,  there  does 
hot  appear  any  fufficient  reafon  for  calling  in 
queftion  the  fads  contained  in  this  Apology, 
although  fome  of  them  are  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
to  require  the.  ftrongeft  evidence  to  juftify  the 
reader  for  yielding  his  affent h. 

The  condud  of  the  confederated  States  on 
this  occafion  was  fuch  as  William  had  rea¬ 
fon  to  expect.  After  employing  feveral  days 
in  examining  his  Apology,  they  voted  him  an 
affedionate  addrefs,  in  which  they  attefted  the 
falfehood  of  thofe  imputations  on  which  Philip 
had  founded  his  profcription.  They  declared, 
that  as  the  prince  had  been  regularly  eleded  in¬ 
to  the  feveral  offices  which  he  held,  fo  he  had 
never  accepted  of  any  office  but  in  confequence 
of  their  molt  earned:  intreaties.  They  prayed 
him  (till  to  exercife  the  authority  with  which 
they  had  inverted  him,  expreffed  their  gratitude 
for  his  many  eminent  fervices  to  the  common¬ 
wealth,  and  promifed  to  yield  a  ready  and  cheer¬ 
ful  obedience  to  his  commands.  They  con¬ 
cluded  with  expreffing  their  anxiety  for  his  life, 
and  made  him  an  offer  of  maintaining  a  com¬ 
pany  of  horfe-guards,  of  which  they  intreated 
him  to  accept,  being  perfuaded  that  on  his 
prefervation  their  own  fecurity  depended. 

h  An  abftraft  of  his  Apology  is  fubjoined  to  the  conclu- 
fion  of  this  work. 
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In  a  few  days  afterwards  they  gave  him  an¬ 
other  proof  of  that  zeal  and  fincerity  with 
which  they  had  efpoufed  his  caufe.  Their 
ele&ion  of  the  duke  of  Anjou  was  a  virtual  re¬ 
nunciation  of  their  allegiance  to  their  former 
fovereign ;  yet  all  public  a£ts  ran  as  before  in 
the  name  of  Philip  and  that  of  the  States  ;  the 
oath  adminillered  to  perfons  entering  upon 
public  offices  had  not  been  altered,  and  the 
people  in  fome  of  thofe  cities  in  the  confede¬ 
racy,  which  had  confented  to  Anjou’s  ele&ion, 
were  extremely  averfe  to  alter  it,  from  that  at¬ 
tachment  which  men  often  difcover  to  exterior 
forms,  even  after  the  inftitutions  on  which  they 
were  originally  founded  have  been  abolifhed  ; 
but  the  States,  fenfible  at  laft  of  the  incon¬ 
gruity  between' thefe  forms  and  the  Heps  which 
they  had  lately  taken,  and  apprehenfive  of  dan¬ 
ger  from  leaving  it  in  any  refpeft  ambiguous 
to  whom  the  people  owed  their  allegiance, 
agreed  now  to  remove  all  ground  of  ambiguity 
by  a  folemn  abjuration  of  Philip  as  their  fo¬ 
vereign. 


BOOK 

XVII. 


1581. 
Solemn  re¬ 
nunciation 
ot'iheiralle- 
giance  to 
Philip. 


1 


1 


1 


An  a£l  of  abjuration  was  accordingly  paffed, 
with  great  unanimity,  in  an  affembly  held  on 
purpofe  at  the  Hague,  confiding  of  deputies 
from  Brabant,  Guelderland,  Zutphen,  Flan¬ 
ders,  Holland,  Zealand,  Utrecht,  Overylfel, 
and  Friefland.  In  this  aft,  after  enumerating 
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the  principal  grievances  which  had  prompted 
them  to  form  their  prefent  refolution,  they  de¬ 
clared  it  to  be  a  right  inherent  in  every  free 
people,  to  withdraw  their  allegiance  from  a 
prince  who  obftinately  refufes  to  fulfil  the  duty 
which  he  owes  them ;  and  much  more  from 
one  who  violates  the  fundamental  laws,  and 
afts  the  part  of  a  tyrant  and  oppreffor.  They 
pronounced  Philip  to  have  forfeited  for  ever  all 
authority  in  the  Netherlands.  They  forbad  all 
judges  aqd  others  to  ufe  his  name,  arms,  or 
feal ;  and  they  required  the  magiflrates  of 
towns,  and  all  other  perfons  in  public  offices, 
to  bind  themfelves  by  an  oath  to  oppofe 
him  and  his  adherents  to  the  utmofl  of  their 
power. 

These  refolutions  were  carried  into  imme¬ 
diate  execution.  All  Philip’s  feals  were  broken, 
all  commiffions  and  letters  patent  in  his  name 
were  cancelled,  and  the  new  oath  was  admini- 
flered  to  every  perfon  who  poffeffed  any  civil 
or  military  employment.  It  was  not  without 
difficulty  that  the  magiflrates  in  fome  towns 
were  perfuaded  to  take  this  oath.  Some  re¬ 
maining  fcruples  of  confcience,  arifing  from  a 
regard  to  their  former  oaths,  gave  uneafinefs 
to  feveral ;  and  others  doubted  of  the  expediency 
of  fo  ftrong  a  meafure  at  the  prefent  crifis,  on 
.account  of  the  fhips  and  merchandife  belonging 
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to  the  people  of  the  Netherlands,  which  were 
in  the  ports  of  Spain.  '  But  no  pains  were  fpared 
to  remove  thefe  obje&ions,  and  at  laft  almofl 
the  whole  inhabitants .  of  the  above-mentioned 
provinces  entered  into  the  views  of  the  States, 
and  took  the  oath  that  was  prefcribed  them 

About  this  time  Matthias  left  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  after  having  refided  there  between  three 
and  four  years,  without  having  acquired 
either  reputation  to  himfelf,  or  any  advantage 
to  the  people  whom  he  had  been  called  to  go¬ 
vern.  He  had  employed  all  his  influence  to 
perfuade  the  States  to  make  choice  of  him  for 
their  fovereign ;  but  the  motives  above  ex¬ 
plained  having  determined  them  to  give  the 
preference  to  the  duke  of  Anjou,  it  fliould  feem 
that  the  prince  of  Orange  had  been  able  to 
fatisfy  Matthias  as  to  the  neceflity  of  that 
meafure,  fince  he  remained  in  the  country  for 

‘  Upon  a  reorefentation  of  tfie  prince  of  Orange,  the 
States  formed  at  this  time  feveral  ufeful  regulations  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  to  the  finances,  and  the 
troops.  That  council  of  State  likevvife  was  eftablifhed,  of 
the  neceffity  of  which  William  had  laboured  to  convince 
them,  which  was  inftituted  partly  to  remedy  the  inconve¬ 
niences  arifing  from  the  flownefs  with  which  the  delibera¬ 
tions  of  the  States  were  unavoidably  conduced,  and  partly 
to  ferve  as  a  check  upon  the  future  fovereign,  Grotius 
An.  1.  iii.  Meteren,  &c. 
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a  confiderable  time  afterwards,  and  accepted 
of  an  annual  penfion  of  fifty  thoufand  guilders 
from  the  States  k. 

During  the  courfe  of  thefe  civil  and  politi¬ 
cal  tranfadtions,  the  troops  were  not  wholly 
unemployed.  In  Friefland,  the  king’s  forces 
were  commanded  by  Schinch  and  Verdugo, 
between  whom  and  colonel  Norris  and  count 
Hohenloe  feveral  fharp  rencounters  pafled,  with 
various  fuccefs  ;  but  the  only  important  event 
which  happened  at  this  time  in  the  northern 
provinces,  was  the  acquifition  of  Breda,  into 
which  the  Spaniards  were  treacheroufly  ad¬ 
mitted  in  the  night  by  fome  of  the  garrifon, 
whom  the  agents  of  the  prince  of  Parma  had 
found  means  to  corrupt ‘. 

The  prince  himfelf  was,  in  the  mean  time, 
intent  on  the  redudlion  of  Cambray.  But  not 
having  a  fufficient  number  of  troops  to  carry 
on  the  fiege  with  vigour,  he  was  obliged  to 
convert  it  into  a  blockade.  D’ Inchi,  the  go-, 
vernor,  had  recourfe  for  relief  to  the  duke  of 

k  Matthias  had  afterwards  a  better  fortune.  His  bro¬ 
ther  refigned  to  him  the  kingdom  of  Hungary  in  1608,  and 
that  of  Bohemia  in  1611,  and  the  year  following  he  ob¬ 
tained  the  Imperial  crown.  Strada,  lib.  vii.  Meteren, 
P-  3X7- 

1  Meteren,  p.  313. 
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Anjou,  and  was  warmly  feconded  in  his  appli¬ 
cation  by  the  States  and  the  prince  of  Orange. 
Anjou  perceiving  how  deeply  his  honour  was 
concerned  to  gratify  this  firfl  defire  of  his  new 
fubje&s,  publifhed  at  the  court  of  France  his 
intention  of  attempting  to  raife  the  liege.  This 
was  no  fooner  known,  than  a  great  number  of 
the  nobility  flocked  from  all  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom  to  his  ftandard.  With  their  affiftance, 
he  colle&ed  in  a  few  days  an  army  of  near 
twelve  thoufand  foot  and  four  thoufand  horfe, 
and  marched  dire£Hy  towards  Cambray.  The 
prince  of  Parma,  too  prudent  to  contend  with 
an  army,  which,  befides  being  greatly  fuperior 
to  his  own  in  number,  was  conduced  by  a 
brave  and  warlike  nobility,  quitted  his  intrench- 
xnents  and  retired.  In  this  manner  was  Cam¬ 
bray  delivered,  after  it  had  been  blockaded  for 
feveral  months,  during  which  the  inhabitants 
had  been  reduced  to  great  diftrefs.  Anjou 
having  brought  along  with  him  an  ample  fupply 
of  provifions,  it  was  immediately  introduced;’ 
and  foon  after,  he  made  a  piagnificent  entry 
into  the  city,  amidfl  the  applaufes  of  the 
people,  who  faluted  him  the  Prote&or  of 
their  Liberty.  He  then  laid  fiege  to  Chateau- 
Cambrefls,  and  quickly  compelled  the  garrifon 
fo  furrender  m. 

f  Meteren,  p.  315.  Bentivoglio,  part  ii.  lib.  ii. 
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This  fuccefs  which  attended  Anjou’s  firft 
enterprife,  afforded  inexpreffible  pleafure  to  the 
confederate  provinces,  and  ferved  to  heighten 
their  expectations  of  his  future  government. 
He  was  earneftly  entreated  by  the  States  to 
improve  the  prefent  opportunity,  and  -  to  ad¬ 
vance  with  his  army  towards  Flanders.  But  it 
was  not  in  his  power,  he  told  them,  to  com¬ 
ply  with  their  requeft.  All  his  troops  but  a 
few  were  volunteers,  who  had  engaged  in  his 
fervice  only  for  a  fhort  time,  and  for  the  fingle 
purpofe  of  the  relief  of  Cambray.  Fie  could 
not  prevail  upon  them  to  remain  with  him 
much  longer;  and  he  had  not  yet  provided 
money  for  their  pay.  But  he  hoped  to  return 
foon  with  a  powerful  army  ;  and  he  would  in 
the  mean  time  employ  his  utmoff  influence  to 
intereft  his  brother  and  the  queen  of  England 
in  their  caufe. 

There  were  not  wanting  powerful  motives 
to  induce  the  French  king  to  grant  Anjou 
that  aftiftance  for  which  he  now  applied  ;  fince, 
befides  being  delivered  from  the  fickle,  reft- 
lels  fpirit  of  a  brother,  who  had  greatly  in- 
creafed  the  troubles  of  his  reign,  he  would 
have  thereby  avenged  hinffelf  nf  Philip,  who 
had  fecretly  undertaken  the  prote&ion  of  the 
catholic  league,  which,  as  will  be  afterwards 
related,  had  been  lately  formed  by  the  duke 
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of  Guife,  on  pretence  of  providing  for  the  book 
fecurity  of  the  catholic  religion,  but  in  re- 
ality  to  controul  the  fovereign’s  authority. 

But  Henry  was  not  in  a  condition  at  this 
time  to  make  an  open  breach  with  Philip. 

By  his  indolence  and  voluptuoufnefs,  added 
to  the  ,  numberlefs  calamities  in  which  his 
kingdom  was  involved,  his  finances  were  ex¬ 
ceedingly  reduced ;  and  the  king  of  Na¬ 
varre  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  duke  of  Guife 
on  the  other,  fumiftied  more  than  fufficient 
employment  to  all  the  policy  and  power  which 
he  pofielfed.  Promifes  therefore  of  future 
aid  were  all  that  Anjou  could  obtain  from 
him,  and  his  difappointment  determined  the 
duke  to  fet  out  immediately  for  England, 
where  it  fhould  feem  he  had  better  ground 
to  hope  for  affifiance  than  in  his  native 
country. 

I 

Elizabeth  had  for  fome  time  paft  appeared 
to  lend  a  favourable  ear  to  a  propofal  of  mar¬ 
riage  which  he  had  made  to  her  ;  and  his  ex¬ 
pectations  were  at  prefent  raifed  to  the  greatefl 
height.  On  his  arrival  in  England,  fhe  gave 
him  the  moft  gracious  reception.  Soon  after¬ 
wards,  he  ordered  the  minifters  to  prepare 
the  marriage  contraft ;  and  in  the  prefence 
of  many  fpeCtators,  after  a  long  difcourfe 

with 
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book  with  him  apart,  fhe  took  a  ring  from  her  own 
finger,  and  put  it  upon  his ;  which  both  the 
,58«*  fpe&ators  and  the  duke  interpreted  as  a  decla¬ 
ration  of  her  confent.  It  is  impoffible  to  be¬ 
lieve  with  fome  hiftorians,  that  Elizabeth 
meant  only  to  amufe  Anjou,  and  thereby  to 
advance  fome  political  defign.  It  is  incon- 
ceiveable  how  any  defign  whatever  could  be 
promoted  by  carrying  her  diffimulation  to  fo 
great  a  length,  This  wife  princefs,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  many  extraordinary  accomplifh- 
ments  which  adorned  her  character,  was  not 
exempt  from  the  weakneffes  that  are  pecu¬ 
liarly  incident  to  her  fex.  Flattered  by  the 
court  which  Anjou  had  long  afliduoufly  paid 
her,  fhe  appears  to  have  entertained  the  moll 
partial  fentiments  of  affedtion  towards  him, 
and  ferioufly  to  have  intended  to  lifien  to 
his  propofal.  But  at  laft  her  prudence,  her 
ambition,  and  that  love  of  independence 
which  fhe  had  cherifhed  through  her  wdiole 
life,  prevailed  over  the  temporary  paflion  into 
which  fhe  had  been  betrayed.  She  made  ail 
apology  to  Anjou  for  her  change  of  re- 
folution,  and  gave  him  the  flrongefl  af- 
furances  of  afliftance  and  fupport  in  his  new 
dominions.  The  marriage  was  no  more 
mentioned,  and  the  duke,  after  the  flay  of 
three  months  in  England,  fet  fail  for  the 

Low 
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Low  Countries ;  efcorted  by  a  fleet,  on  board  book 

7  J  9  XVII 

which  there  was  a  great  number  of  nobility  and  <■  — .j. 
gentry,  whom  the  queen  had  defired  to  attend  ,s8f* 
him,  as  a  proof  to  his  new  fubje&s,  that  al¬ 
though  the  intended  marriage  had  not  taken 
place,  yet  fhe  was  deeply  interefled  in  his  pro- 
fperity. 
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AFTER  a  paflage  of  three  days,  the  duke  book 
of  Anjou  landed  on  the  tenth  of  Febru-  .  JlVIn_ 
ary  at  Flufhing.  From  Flufhing  he  went  to 
Middleburgh,  and  was  condu&ed  from  thence  rival  in  the 
by  a  fleet  of  fifty  fhips  of  war  to  Antwerp,  land"' 
The  banks  of  the  Scheld,  the  entrance  into  the 
town,  and  the  ftreets  which  led  to  the  palace, 
were  lined  by  the  citizens,  to  the  number  of 
twenty  thoufand  in  arms  j  and  no  expence  was 
faved,  which  a  wealthy  coihmercial  city  could 
afford,  To  exprefs  their  attachment  and  refpeft. 

After  having  taken  the  ufual  oath  to  maintain 
their  rights  and  privileges,  he  received  from 
the  States  the  oath  of  allegiance  j  and  then  en- 
Yol.  II.  B  b  tered 
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book  tered  upon  the  fovereignty,  while  all  around 
Wf)re  t}le  face  0f  happinefs  and  joy. 

15  B  2. 

In  Antwerp,  the  public  exercife  of  the  ca¬ 
tholic  religion  had  for  fome  time  pall  been  pro¬ 
hibited.  But  now,  in  order  to  gratify  the  new 
fovereign,  it  was  permitted  in  one  of  the 
churches ;  and  all  catholics  were  allowed  to 
worfhip  there,  according  to  the  rites  of  their 
religion,  upon  condition  that  they  fhould  ab¬ 
jure  the  king  of  Spain,  and  fwear  allegiance  to 
the  duke.  A  few  perfons  only  accepted  of 
this  indulgence,  while  the  greater  part  chofe 
rather  to  forego  the  privilege  held  forth  to 
them,  than  fo  folemnly  renounce  their  former 
fovereign.  On  this  occafion  the  States,  as  well 
as  the  duke,  were  not  a  little  alarmed;  and 
thought  it  necefiary  without  delay  to  provide 
againft  the  danger  that  might  arife  from  perfons 
who  gave  fo  clear  a  difcovery  of  their  difaffec- 
tion  to  the  prefent  eftablifhment.  They  firft 
publilhed  one  edift,  impofing  a  fine  of  two 
hundred  guilders  on  thofe  who  fhould  decline 
taking  the  oaths  ;  and  foon  afterwards  ano¬ 
ther,  by  which  the  recufants  were  banifhed 
from  the  Netherlands  \ 


Attempt  to 
affafimate 
the  pnnce 
of  Orange. 


In  the  midft  of  thefe  tranfadlions,  that  joy 
which  Anjou’s  arrival  had  diffufed  throughout 
*  Meteren,  p.  325. 
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the  provinces  was  interrupted,  by  an  attempt  rook 
which  was  made  not  many  days  after  his  in- 
auguration,  upon  the  life  of  the  prince  of  i58j* 

Orange.  The  defign  was  firll  conceived  in 
Spain,  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Ifonca  ;  and 
it  was  fuggefted  by  him  to  Gafpar  Anaftro,  a 
Spanifh  banker  in  Antwerp,  of  ruined  circum- 
ftances,  as  an  expedient  for  retrieving  his  af¬ 
fairs.  To  induce  Anaftro  to  undertake  the 
execution  of  the  bloody  purpofe,  Ifonca  fent 
him  a  fign-manual  of  the  king,  in  which  Phi¬ 
lip  engaged  to  pay  him  eighty  thoufand  ducats 
as  foon  as  the  affaflination  fhould  be  perpe¬ 
trated.  Anaftro  had  not  courage  himfelf  to 
execute  fo  bold  and  defperate  an  enterprife, 
and  therefore  he  communicated  Ifonca’s  pro- 
pofal  to  John  Jauregui,  a  menial  fervant  in  his 
family,  a  young  Bifcayan,  of  a  thoughtful  me¬ 
lancholy  difpofition,  whom  he  knew  to  be  both 
trufty  and  audacious.  With  this  young  man 
Anaftro  found  there  was  little  need  for  perfua- 
fion.  “  I  am  ready,”  faid  he,  il  to  perform  in- 
ftantly  what  the  king  fo  earneftly  defires.  I 
defpife  equally  the  proffered  reward,  and  the 
danger  to  which  I  lhall  be  expofed  ;  for  I  know 
that  I  (hall  die.  I  only  aik  that  you  will  affift 
me  with  your  prayers  to  God,  and  employ  your 
intereft  with  the  king,  to  provide  for  my  fa¬ 
ther  in  his  old  age.”  Jauregui  was  the  better 
qualified  to  fucceed  in  his  defign,  as  he  fpoke 
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37* 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


book  the  German  language  fluently,  and  was  in  no 
^VIIw  danger  of  being  known  to  be  a  Spaniard.  He 
was  confirmed  in  his  purpofe  by  a  pried  of  the 
name  of  Timmerman  ;  from  whom  he  received 
abfolution  of  his  fins,  and  the  flrongeft  aflur- 
ances,  that  by  putting  to  death  fo  great  an  he¬ 
retic  as  the  prince  of  Orange,  he  would  in¬ 
fallibly  fecure  the  favour  of  God  and  ever- 
lafting  happinefs. 

Under  a  full  conviction  of  the  truth  of  what 
the  pried  had  declared,  this  deluded  wretch  fet 
out  for  the  cadle,  and  having  taken  his  flation 
near  the  door  of  the  apartment  in  which  the 
prince  had  dined,  he  watched  the  opportunity 
of  his  coming  out ;  when  depping  up  to  him, 
he  difcharged  a  pidol  at  his  head,  loaded  with 
a  fingle  ball.  The  ball  entered  a  little  beneath 
his  right  ear,  and  pafling  under  his  palate,  and 
upper  teeth,  came  out  on  the  other  fide.  Wil¬ 
liam  was  deprived  for  a  moment  of  his  fenfes  ; 
which  he  no  fooner  recovered,  than  he  defired 
his  attendants  to  fave  the  life  of  the  aflaflin. 
But  the  guards,  tranfported  with  fudden  rage, 
had  difpatched  him.  The  appearance  of  the 
prince’s  wound,  from  the  effufion  of  blood, 
was  extremely  formidable,  and  as  he  was  de¬ 
prived  of  his  fpeech  by  the  fame  caufe,  the 
fpeciators  believed  him  to  be  at  the  point  of 
aeatn.  The  news  of  this  difafler  fpread  quickly 

over 
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over  the  town,  and  excited,  in  all  ranks  of 
men,  inexpreflible  anguilh  and  defpair.  The 
citizens  poured  in  crowds  from  every  quarter 
fcp  learn  the  particulars  of  that  calamity  which 
had  befallen  them ;  and,  as  if  each  individual 
had  loft  his  own  proper  parent,  as  well  as  the 
common  parent  of  the  ftate,  there  was  nothing 
to  be  heard  but  the  voice  of  forrow  and  lat 
mentation. 

In  the  midft  of  this  diftrefs,  a  rumour  was 
propagated,  that  the  French  were  the  authors  of 
the  murder,  and  that  it  had  been  perpetrated  in 
order  to  deliver  the  duke  of  Anjou  from  the 
reftraints  which  had  been  impofed  on  his  autho¬ 
rity.  This  report  gained  eafy  credit  from  the 
people.  Their  grief  was  now  converted  into 
fury,  and  they  flew  to  the  palace  with  an  inten¬ 
tion  to  execute  a  fpeedy  vengeance. 

In  the  mean  time  it  was  known  at  the  caftle, 
that  the  aflaflin  was  a  Spaniard,  from  papers 
found  in  his  pocket  by  Maurice  the  prince’s 
fonb.  Of  this  difcovery,  notice  was  imme¬ 
diately  carried  to  the  prince,  who  had  now  re¬ 
covered  his  fpeech ;  and  he  was  informed,  at 
the  fame  time,  of  the  danger  to  which  Anjou 

• 

6  Maurice  was  at  ihis  time  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  but 
was  even  then  remarkable  for  his  attention  and  fagacity. 
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and  his  countrymen  were  expofed.  This  in¬ 
telligence  affected  William  in  the  mod  fenfible 
manner ;  and  notwithdanding  his  prefent  cri¬ 
tical  fituation,  he  wrote,  with  his  own  hand,  a 
billet  in  exculpation  of  the  French.  By  this, 
joined  with  the  pains  which  were  taken  by  St. 
Aldegcnde,  the  people  were  undeceived  and  pa¬ 
cified.  The  affaffm’s  body  having-  been  expofed 
to  public  view,  it  was  foon  difcovered  that  he 
had  been  a  domedic  of  Anadro.  Anadro  him- 
felf  had  fied ;  but  his  fecretary,  whom  he  had 
left  behind  to  wait  the  iffue  of  Jauregui’s  at¬ 
tempt,  and  Timmerman  the  pried,  were  feized, 
and  having  confeffed  their  guilt,  they  were 
condemned  to  f after  death.  At  the  defire  of 
the  prince  of  Orange,  who  never  neglefled  an 
opportunity  of  inculcating  humanity  upon  his 
countrvmen,  no  tortures  were  inflicted  on  them. 
They  were  fird  ftrangled  and  then  quartered, 
and  their  heads  and  limbs  fixed  over  the  gates 
of  the  city c. 

Willi  am*s  recovery  was  dubious  for  fome 
time,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  which  the  phy- 
ficians  found  in  flopping  the  eftufion  of  blood ; 

N. 

c  They  remained  there  till  the  city  fell  into  the  hands  t>f 
the  prince  of  Parma,  when  they  were  taken  down  by  the 
popifh  ecclefiaftics,  and  buried  with  eveiy  mark  of  venera¬ 
tion  which  their  fuperftition  could  devife. 


but 
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but  after  all  their  applications  had  failed,  they 
made  a  number  of  perfons  fucceed  one  another 
in  prefling  the  mouth  of  the  wound  with  their 
thumbs,  without  intermiflion,  for  the  fpace  of 
feveral  days  and  nights ;  and  this  expedient 
proved  at  length  fuccefsful d. 

An  astro  having  gone  from  Antwerp  to 
Tournay,  where  the  prince  of  Parma  then  re- 
fided,  affirmed  confidently  that  William  had 
died  of  his  wound.  Farnefe  too  rafhly  be¬ 
lieved  him,  and  wrote  letters  to  the  citizens  of 
Antwerp,  and  other  places,  exhorting  them 
to  return  now  to  their  duty,  fince  that  perfon 
was  removed  by  whom  they  had  been  led 
affray.  Thefe  letters  would  not  have  been 
calculated,  in  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the 
people,  to  promote  the  prince  of  Parma’s  de- 
fign,  even  if  the  information  on  which  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  had  been  true ;  but  as  they  did  not 
arrive  till  after  the  people  were  delivered  from 
their  apprehenfions  with  regard  to  William’s 
life,  they  ferved  only  to  excite  their  ridicule  and 
indignation 

d  While  his  life  was  in  danger,  a  public  fupplication 
was  offered  up  to  heaven  for  his  recovery ;  and  when 
it  was  accomplifhed,  a  folemn  thanklgiving  was  cele¬ 
brated. 

e  Bentivoglio,  p.  263.  Meteren,  p.  326.  Thuanus, 
lib.  lxxv. 
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Meanwhile  the  operations  of  the  war  were 
net  difeorainued  by  either  of  the  contending 
parlies.  The  States  acquired  pofleffion  of  the 
town  of  Alloft,  and  the  prince  of  Parma  made 
himlelf  mafter  of  Steenwick  and  Lierres.  He 
was  foon  after  enabled  to  aft  with  greater  vi¬ 
gour  than  the  weaknefs  of  his  army  had  hitherto 
permitted  him  to  exert.  Having  confenteds 
with  great  reluftance,  to  the  difmiflion  of  the 
Italian  and  Spanilh  troops,  he  had  employed  all 
his  addrefs  to  convince  the  Walloons  that  it 
was  in  vain  for  them  to  expeft,  with  their  own 
forces  alone,  to  bring  the  war  to  a  conclufion. 
He  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  overcome 
their  diffidence,  and  was  obliged  to  obferve 
the  utmoft  caution,  in  order  to  avoid  awaken¬ 
ing  thole  fufpicions  which  they  had  long  in¬ 
dulged  againft  the  Spaniards.  At  length,  how¬ 
ever,  he  accomplifhed  his  defign  through  the 
marquis  de  Roubais,  who,  as  was  mentioned 
above,  had  afted  a  principal  part  in  promoting 
the  reconcilement  of  the  fouthern  provinces. 
With  this  nobleman,  Farnefe  had  formed  an 
intimate,  connection,  and  had  laboured  affidu- 
oufly  to  make  him  fenfiblg  how  neceffary  it  was 
that  the  troops  fhould  be  permitted  to  return. 
The  iparquis,  flattered  with  the  familiarity  to 
which  he  was  admitted,  and  prompted  by  thq 
view  of  advancing  his  credit  with  the  king, 
yielded  at  laft  to  the  prince’s  folicitations,  and 
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then  employed  his  influence  with  the  States  fo 
effe&ually,  that  they  not  only  confented  to  the 
return  of  the  forces,  but  even  petitioned  the 
king  for  it  in  the  moil  earned  terms  f. 

As  nothing  could  be  more  acceptable  to 
Philip  than  this  application,  orders  were  im¬ 
mediately  fent  to  Italy  for  the  march  of  four 
regiments  of  veterans,  confiding  of  near  ten 
thoufand  men ;  who,  together  with  feveral 
thoufand  Burgundians  and  Germans,  arrived  in 
the  Netherlands  towards  the  end  of  the  fummer 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-two.  Af¬ 
ter  the  arrival  of  this  reinforcement,  the  prince 
of  Parma’s  army  amounted  to  fixty  thoufand 
foot  and  four  thoufand  horfe  ;  but  finding  it 
necefiary  to  leave  more  than  the  half  of  that 
number  in  garrifons,  he  could  keep  only  about 
thirty  thoufand  in  the  field  ;  and  a  part  of  thefe 
was  employed  in  Friefland  under  Verdugo,  whilp 
the  red  were  under  his  own  immediate  com¬ 
mand  in  the  fouthern  provinces.  With  thefe 
lad  he  took  Chateau  Cambrefis,  Ninove,  Gaef- 
bec,  and  feveral  other  places ;  he  attacked  the 
army  of  the  States,  which  he  compelled  to  re¬ 
tire  under  the  cannon  of  Ghent ;  and  then  hp 
laid  fitge  to  Brufiels,  but  the  feverity  of  the 
feafon,  and  the  difficulty  of  finding  provifions 
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in  a  country  which  had  been  fo  long  the  feat 
of  war,  obliged  him  to  defill  from  his  attempt, 
and  to  put  his  troops  into  winter-quarters8. 

The  United  States,  on  the  other  hand,  dif- 
covered  great  alacrity  and  zeal  in  fupporting 
their  new  cftablifhed  government.  They  raifed 
their  yearly  revenue  from  two  millions  four 
hundred  thoufand,  to  four  millions  of  guilders, 
with  which  they  maintained,  befides  their  na¬ 
tive  troops,  a  confiderable  number  of  Britilh, 
French,  and  German  forces.  But  fo  great  a 
proportion  of  thefe  forces  was  necelfary  for 
defending  the  forts  and  towns,  that  no  army 
could  be  affembled  fufficient  to  contend  with 
the  enemy  in  the  field,  nor  even  to  raife  the 
fiege  of  any  of  thofe  places  which  the  prince  of 
Parma  attempted  to  fubdue.  Thus  the  num¬ 
ber  of  towns  belonging  to  the  confederates  was 
daily  diminilhed,  while  their  acquifitions  were 
few  and  inconfiderable.  And  as  the  enemy 
was  now  much  more  formidable  than  before, 
they  were  filled  with  the  mod  difquieting  ap- 
prehenfions  when  they  looked  forward  to  the 
opening  of  a  new  campaign.  Anjou,  who  par¬ 
ticipated  with  them  in  the  anxiety  which  fo  cri¬ 
tical  a  fituation  was  fitted  to  excite,  did  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  procure  from  France  the 

5  Meteren,  p.  334. 
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fuccours  which  he  had  given  them  reafon  to 
expedt.  After  many  delays,  the  duke  de  Mont- 
penfier  and  marefchal  Biron  arrived  in  the 
Netherlands  in  the  end  of  November,  with 
between  feven  and  eight  thoufand  men,  partly 
Swifs  and  partly  French.  With  this  reinforce¬ 
ment,  under  fo  able  a  general  as  Biron,  Anjou 
perceived  that  he  might  retard  the  progrefs  of  the 
prince  of  Parma’s  arms,  but  that  he  could 
not  hope  either  to  expel  him  from  his  new 
conquells,  or  to  bring  the  war  to  a  conclufion  ; 
he  therefore  renewed  his  folicitations  at  the 
court  of  France,  and  endeavoured  to  engage 
his  brother  more  heartily  to  efpoufe  his  caufe. 

Henry’s  counfellors  were  much  divided  in  HeniT’s  de» 
their  opinions  with  regard  to  the  meafures  pro-  Uer‘uiuns* 
per  to  be  purfued  on  this  occafion.  By  fome 
of  them,  the  prefent  opportunity  was  repre* 
fented  as  the  happiefl  that  could  offer  for  unit¬ 
ing  the  Netherlands  to  the  crown  of  France. 

But,  as  thefe  men  did  not  intend  to  advance  the 
intereft  of  Anjou,  they  did  not  employ  any 
argument  addreffed  to  Henry’s  friend  fh  ip  or 
generofity  ;  and,  inftead  of  exhorting  him  to 
afford  his  brother  aid  fufficient  to  eflablifh  him- 
felf  fecurcly  in  his  new  fovereignty,  they  ad- 
vifed  him  only  to  give  him  fuch  affiftance  as 
might  enable  him  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the 
Spauifh  arms.  To  this  counfel  they  fub- 
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joined,  that  Henry  ought  to  maintain  a  fleet  in 
the  Channel,  and  an  army  on  the  frontier  of 
Luxemburgh,  in  order  to  prevent  the  prince  of 
Parma  from  receiving  fupplies  from  Spain  or 
Italy.  And  in  this  pofture,  they  faid,  he 
ought  to  wait,  without  expofmg  his  troops  to 
the  hazards  of  war,  till  the  contending  parties 
fhould  exhauft  their  ftrength,  when  it  would 
be  eafy  for  him  to  drive  the  Spaniards  out  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  his  brother  and  the  States, 
in  order  to  obtain  his  protection,  would  gladly 
accept  of  whatever  terms  he  fhould  think  fit  to 
impofe.  But  fuch  a  plan,  which  the  great  abb 
fities  of  Farnefe  would  have  difconccrted,  was 
too  refined,  and  required  too  much  labour, 
patience,  attention,  and  expence,  to  be  relilhed 
by  a  prince  fo  indolent  and  voluptuous  as 
Henry,  who  was  fo  improvident  of  the  fu¬ 
ture,  and  whofe  affairs  were  fb  exceedingly 
involved. 

He  liflened  with  lefs  relu&ance  to  a  propofal 
made  him  by  fome  others  of  his  co.unfellors, 
who  being  well  acquainted  with  his  chara&er, 
perceived  that  his  hefitation  proceeded  in  a 
great  meafure  from  the  fhame  of  deferting  his 
brother,  and  that  in  reality  he  wifhed  for  a  pre^ 
tence  to  reject  his  application.  Thefe  men, 
fecret  enemies  to  the  duke,  and  partifans  of 
Philip,  whofe  money  it  was  believed  they  had, 

accepted^ 


/ 


PHILIP  tl.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 


accepted,  were  afraid  to  declare  open’ y  againft  book 
a  meafure  in  which  the  heir-apparent  of  the  . 
crown,  fupported  by  the  queen-mother,  was  >582. 
fo  deeply  interefted.  They  affedted  to  approve 
highly  of  the  granting  Anjou’s  requelt,  provided 
the  king  could  comply  with  it  confiftently 
with  the  interell  of  his  kingdom.  But  both  the 
interefl  and  honour  of  France,  they  thought, 
required  that  the  States  Ihould  previoufiy  agree, 
that,  in  the  event  of  the  duke’s  death  without 
iffue,  the  king  and  his  heirs  fhould  fucceea  him 
in  the  fovereignty  of  the  Netherlands.  They 
knew  that  the  Stares  would  not  confent  to  this 
condition.  It  was,  however,  propofed  to  them, 
and  having  met  with  that  reception  from  them 
which  there  was  reafon  to  expedt,  notice  was 
foon  afterwards  fent  to  Anjou  by  the  queen- 
mother,  and  his  other  friends,  of  the  unfuc- 
cefsful  blue  of  their  endeavours  to  ferve  him  h» 

This  difappointment,  which  rendered  it  im-  An,0u’sa». 
poffible  for  him  to  fulfil  the  expeditions  of  his 
new  fubje&s,  was  calculated  to  give  him  the  ^"lhcf 
molt  fenfible  concern.  A  candid  and  grateful 
prince  would  have  thought  himfelf  bound  more 
ftrongly  than  ever  to  exert  himfelf  in  their  be¬ 
half;  and,  by  a  careful  attention  to  their  in- 
terefts,  joined  to  a  faithful  difcharge  of  his 

*  ThuanUs,1ib.  XXvii.  c.  ix.  Meteren,  lib.  xi. 
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book  other  obligations,  to  atone  for  his  failure  in 
«  engagement  which  he  was  unable  to  per- 

*582-  form.  Widely  different  were  the  fentiments 
which  arofe  in  the  mind  of  the  faithlefs  unge¬ 
nerous  Anjou.  Apprehenfive  that  the  Flem¬ 
ings,  difgulted  on  account  of  their  difappoint- 
ment  in  thofe  hopes  of  affiftance  with  which 
they  had  been  deluded,  might  withdraw  their 
allegiance  from  him,  and  reconcile  themfelves 
to  their  former  fovereign  ;  he  refolved  to  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  executing  this  defign,  in  cafe 
they  fhould  conceive  it,  and  in  violation  of  all 
the  oaths  which  he  had  fworn  fo  lately,  he 
formed  a  plan  of  depriving  them  of  their  liber¬ 
ty,  by  making  himfelf  mailer  of  all  the  towns 
into  which  his  troops  had  already  found,  or 
could  by  force  or  ftratagem  find,  admifiion. 

This  flrange  defign,  it  is  faid,  was  firll  fug- 
gelled  to  him  by  his  partifans  in  France,  in  or¬ 
der  to  induce  Henry  to  grant  him  the  affiftance 
which  he  folicited ;  and  it  was  llrongly  recom¬ 
mended  by  Fervaques,  and  other  French  nobi¬ 
lity  who  had  accompanied  him  to  the  Nether¬ 
lands.  Thefe  men  were  all  real  or  pretended 
friends  to  Anjou,  and  affedled  to  be  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  for  his  honour,  with  which  they  per- 
fuaded  him,  that  fuch  a  limited  authority  as 
he  poffeffed  was  utterly  incompatible.  Had 
they  been  his  moll  inveterate  enemies,  they 
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could  not  have  advifed  him  to  a  meafure  more 
likely  to  prove  fatal  to  his  intereft.  Yet  this 
weak  prince,  without  communicating  his  in¬ 
tention  to  Biron  or  Montpenfier,  who  would 
have  refufed  their  confent,  readily  embraced 
the  counfel  that  was  given  him,  and  imme¬ 
diately  proceeded  to  deliberate  with  his  ad- 
vifers  concerning  the  means  of  carrying  it  into 
execution  *. 

It  was  agreed,  that  the  French  troops,  in  all 
the  towns  where  they  were  quartered,  Ihould, 
under  the  pretence  of  a  mutiny,  take  up  arms,  > 
and  expel  the  garrifons  ;  and  in  this  manner  he 
got  pofleffion  of  Dunkirk,  Dixmude,  Den- 
dremonde,  and  feveral  other  places  j  but  his 
principal  objeCt  was  the  city  of  Antwerp.  It 
would  have  been  in  vain,  he  believed,  to  at¬ 
tempt  making  himfelf  mailer  of  fo  Ilrong  a 
place  by  open  force,  with  fo  fmall  a  number 
of  his  troops  as  were  within  the  city  •,  and  there¬ 
fore,  in  conjunction  with  his  counfellors,  he 
exerted  all  his  ingenuity  in  contriving  how 
force  and  artifice  might  be  united.  On  this 
occafion,  Fortune  feemed  to  favour  his  defign. 
Towards  the  middle  of  January,  after  the  froft 
had  continued  for  fome  time,  the  States  figni- 
fied  their  intention  to  have  his  troops  employed 

‘  Thuanus,  1.  xxvii.  c.  io.  Meteren,  p.336. 
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book  in  an  expedition  againfl  fome  of  the  enemy's 
towns  in  Friefland,  which,  on  account  of  their 
*581.  wet  fituation,  were  acceffible  only  in  the  time 
of  frofl*  Anjou  pretended  to  enter  with  great 
alacrity  into  this  defign.  He  immediately  gave 
orders  to  have  his  troops  conduced  to  the  vib 
lages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Antwerp,  where 
he  held  them  ready  to  march  upon  the  fhortefi: 
notice ;  and,  under  various  pretences,  he 
brought  to  his  court  at  Antwerp  almofl  all 
the  French  noblelfe,  who  had  been  difperfed 
throughout  the  Netherlands. 

Being  thus  prepared,  his  plan  was  to  feize 
upon  the  gate  of  Cronenburg,  which  lay  next 
to  the  palace,  with  his  body-guards,  and  to  in¬ 
troduce  his  army  filently  in  the  night  j  but,  on 
the  day  immediately  preceding,  an  obfcure  re¬ 
port  of  his  intention  was  circulated  among  the 
citizens,  and  a  general  alarm  excited.  The 
prince  of  Orange  and  the  magiflrates  thought  it 
proper  to  inform  the  duke  of  this  report,  and 
propofed  to  hang  up  lights  in  the  city,  and  to 
flretch  chains  acrofs  the  flreets  and  gates,  in 
order  to  quiet  the  apprehenfions  of  the  people. 
Anjou  could  not,  without  confirming  the  fub 
picions  entertained  againfl  him,  refufe  his  con- 
fent  to  this  propofal ;  but  as  he  polfeffed  a  con- 
fiderable  fhare  of  his  mother’s  duplicity  and  ar¬ 
tifice,  he  affumed,  with  fo  much  Teeming  fince- 
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rity,  and  appearance  of  indignation  againft  kook 
the  authors  of  the  report,  accompanied  with 
/uch  ftrong  profeflions  of  attachment-  to  the  !583. 
Netherlands  in  general,  and  the  city  of  Ant¬ 
werp  in  particular,  that  not  only  the  magi- 
ftrates,  but  even  the  prince  cf  Orange  was 
almofi  perfuaded  of  his  innocence.  The  ftreets 
howevei  weie  barricaded,  the  whole  town  was 
illuminated,  and  many  of  the  citizens  were 
under  arms. 

These  circumftances  having  made  it  necef- 
fary  for  Anjou  to  change  his  plan,  he  went 
early  next,  morning  to  the  prince  of  Orange’s 
apartment  in  the  caftle,  and  after  informing  him 
that  he  had  ordered  his  troops  to  be  drawn  out 
for  a  general  review  before  their  departure  for 
Friefland,  he  defired  the  prince  to  accompany 
him  to  the  field.  Whether  William  had  dill 
any  fufpicion  of  his  delign  is  uncertain ;  but  he 
declined  complying  with  his  requeft,  alleging 
the  badnefs  of  the  day,  and  the  ftate  of°  his 
wound,  as  an  excule  for  his  refufal  y  and  he  ad- 
vifed  the  Duke  to  put  off  the  review  till  fome 
future  day,  wdien  the  people  would  be  entirely 
delivered  from  thofe  apprehenfions  with  which 
they  were  at  prefent  difquieted.  Anjou  pre¬ 
tended  that  he  would  comply  with  his  advice, 
and  left  him ;  but  loon  afterwards  he  fent  him 
notice,  that,  finding  the  day  cleared  up,  he  ftili 
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refolved  to  hold  the  review,  as  he  had  firft  in¬ 
tended.  He  then  gave  orders  to  remove  the 
barricades  in  the  ftreet  which  leads  to  the  gate 
of  Ripdorff,  and  fet  out,  attended  with  a  retinue 
in  arms,  amounting  to  between  two  and  three 
hundred  men. 

He  had  no  fooner  palled  the  gate  and  the 
draw-bridge,  than  his  attendants  fell,  fword  in 
hand,  upon  the  guards,  and  having  butchered 
fome  of  them,  obliged  the  reft  to  take  Ihelter  in 
the  guard-houfe.  The  orders  which  he  had 
fent  to  the  camp  had  been  punctually  executed. 
The  whole  army  was  in  motion,  and  feventeen 
companies  of  foot,  fix  hundred  lances,  and 
four  troops  of  horfe  were  at  hand,  and  ready  to 
enter  the  city.  They  rufhed  in  impetuoully ; 
and,  having  fet  fire  to  fome  houfes  near  the  gate, 
as  a  fignal  for  the  reft  of  the  troops  to  haften 
forward,  they  fpread  themfelves  over  the  town, 
crying  out,  “  May  the  mafs  flourilh  1  the  city  is 
taken.” 

The  citizens  had  been  in  fome  meafure  freed 
from  their  apprehenfions,  by  Anjou’s  protefta- 
tions  on  the  evening  before ;  but  they  had  not 
been  put  entirely  off  their  guard.  They  flew 
inftantly  to  arms,  and  quickly  formed  a  clofe 
compared  body,  of  fufficient  ftrength  to  make 
head  againft  the  enemy.  Their  number  was 
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foon  augmented  by  others,  who  flocked  to  book 

^  '  •  XVIII 

their  afliftance  from  every  quarter  of  the  city, 

None  declined  expofing  themfelves  to  danger,  I^83* 
or  trufted  to  others  for  their  defence.  They 
remembered  the  devaflations  which  had  been 
committed  fome  years  before  by  the  mutinous 
Spaniards,  and  were  perfuaded,  that  they  could 
not  now  avoid  a  repetition  of  the  difafters  which 
they  then  fuffered,  by  any  other  means,  but 
by  exerting  their  utmoft  vigour,  and  {hewing, 
each  man  for  himfelf,  a  contempt  of  danger. 
Animated  therefore  by  the  dread  of  that  ruin 
with  which  their  fortunes,  their  friends,  their 
wives  and  children,  were  about  to  be  over¬ 
whelmed  ;  and  fired  with  indignation  againft 
their  ungrateful,  perfidious  enemy,  they  ad¬ 
vanced  with  a  degree  of  fury  which  the  French 
troops  were  unable  to  withftand.  Many  of  the 
French  had  entered  the  houfes  for  the  fake  of 
plunder.  Thefe  men  were  quickly  furrounded 
by  the  citizens,  and  put  to  the  fword :  the  reft 
were  driven  back  towards  the  gate.  There 
they  expected,  either  to  be  fupported  by  their 
friends  from  the  camp,  or  to  make  their  efcape 
out  of  the  city ;  but,  having  negle&ed  to  fe- 
cure  the  portcullis,  the  foldiers,  who  had  {hut 
themfelves  up  in  the  guard-houfe,  had  fallied 
out  and  let  it  down.  By  this  circumftance  the 
French  were  thrown  into  defpair,  and  the  refo- 
lution  and  fpirit  of  the  citizens  augmented. 
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The  fituation  of  the  former  was  now  truly  de¬ 
plorable  :  difappointed  of  that  affiftance  from 
without  on  which  they  had  depended,  and 
crowded  together  into  a  narrow  fpace  ;  while  the 
citizens,  who  purfued,  poured  their  fliot  upon 
them  without  a  moment’s  intermiffion ;  they  fell 
in  heaps  above  one  another,  till  the  gate  was 
choked  with  the  dead  and  wounded. 

The  citizens  made  next  a  defperate  attack  on 
a  body  of  French  troops  who  had  mounted  the 
rampart,  and  either  put  them  to  the  fword,  or 
tumbled  them  headlong  from  the  wall.  Of  this 
fcene,  Anjou  himfelf,  and  the  Swifs  troops,  who 
had*  attempted  in  vain  to  burfl  open  the  gate, 
were  fpedtators.  At  firft  he  thought  it  was  the 
citizens  that  were  thrown  down,  and  believed 
it  mufc  have  been  by  accident  that  the  portcullis 
had  been  fliut.  He  could  not  fuppofe  that  the 
inhabitants,  unaccuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  arms, 
could,  in  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  have  difcom- 
fited  fo  great  a  number  of  difciplined  forces ; 
but  he  was  foon  undeceived  in  his  conjecture. 
The  citizen^,  {till  inflamed  with  indignation,  on 
account  of  his  unprovoked,  atrocious  attempt, 
pointed  their  cannon  towards  the  place  where 
he  flood,  and  killed  a  confiderable  number  of 
1  the  Swifs. 
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The  prince  of  Orange,  who  lodged  in  the 
callle,  at  the  oppofite  end  of  the  city,  remained 
ignorant  for  fome  time  of  what  had  pafled, 
and  when  intelligence  of  it  was  brought  him, 
he  at  firft  believed  it  to  be  fome  accidental 
fcuffle  between  the  inhabitants  and  foldiers  ; 
but  at  laft  receiving  more  certain  information 
of  the  truth,  he  fet  out  with  a  part  of  the  gar- 
rifon  for  the  fcene  of  adion.  In  his  way  thither 
he  met  Fervaques  advancing  towards  him 
with  a  body  of  French  troops,  which  had 
been  left  behind  in  the  palace.  At  the- firft 
onfet,  Fervaques  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner, 
and  his  troops  dilheartened  by  the  lofs  of  their 
commander,  and  ftill  more  by  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  their  treachery,  were  eafily  overcome. 
'William  then  proceeded  to  the  gate  of  Rip- 
dorff,  where  he  arrived  in  time  to  prevent  the 
citizens  from  wrecking  an  ufelefs,  though  me¬ 
rited,  vengeance  upon  the  prifoners. 

Nothing  could  be  more  affeding,  fays  an 
hiftorian’  whofe  information  was  derived  from 
eye-witneffes,  than  the  fpedacle  at  the  gate  : 
the  dead  bodies  piled  one  upon  another  to  a 
confiderable  height,  and  the  wounded  mingled 
with  the  dead,  weltering  in  blood,  uttering 
the  moft  doleful  lamentations,  and  ftruggling 
to  difengage  themfelves  from  each  other,  or 
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from  the  bodies  of  their  flaughtered  friends. 
At  the  prince’s  interceffion  the  lives  of  all  the 
prifoners  were  fpared,  and  many  of  the  wounded 
recovered,  through  the  attention  and  tender- 
nefs  of  thofe  to  whofe  care  they  were  com¬ 
mitted. 

The  number  of  the  French  found  dead  in 
different  parts  of  the  city,  amounted  to  fifteen 
hundred,  among  whom  were  upwards  of  three 
hundred  perfons  of  diflindtion.  And  the  pri¬ 
foners,  including  thofe  who  furrendered  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  were  computed  at  two  thou- 
fand.  So  great  was  the  lofs  which  Anjou 
fuflained  from  this  ill-concerted  enterprife ; 
while  only  one  hundred  of  the  inhabitants 
were  killed,  and  the  fame  number  wounded. 
It  would  be  impoflible,  notwithflanding  the 
defperate  bravery  of  the  citizens,  to  account 
for  this  extreme  difparity  betwixt  the  lofs  on 
the  one  fide,  and  that  on  the  other,  were  it  not 
for  a  circumflance  which  one  of  the  hiftorians  k 
has  mentioned,  that  the  French,  either  from 
negligence,  or  their  general’s  confidence  of 
fuccefs,  had  brought  very  little  ammunition 
with  them,  and,  during  the  greatefl  part  of 
the  combat,  flood  expofed  to  the  enemy’s  fire, 
without  having  any  other  weapon  to  defend 
them  but  their  fwords. 
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It  is  eafier  to  imagine  than  defcribe  the  con- 
fufion  with  which  Anjou  mufl  have  been  over¬ 
whelmed,  when  he  reflected  on  the  egregious 
folly  into  which  he  had  been  betrayed.  He 
palled  the  night  in  a  neighbouring  fort  called 
Berchem,  where  there  was  neither  furniture 
nor  provifions.  From  that  place  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  fenate  of  Antwerp,  in  which,  after 
boafting  abfurdly  of  the  proofs  which  he  had 
given  of  his  attachment  to  the  Netherlands, 
he  fubjoined.  That  although  the  misfortune 
which  had  happened,  had  arifen  from  the  un¬ 
worthy  treatment  which  he  had  met  with,  yet 
he  was  deeply  penetrated  with  forrow  and  re¬ 
pentance  on  account  of  it ;  that  he  Hill  retained 
all  his  wonted  affedtion  towards  them,  and  had 
fent  them  this  letter,  partly  to  inquire  what 
were  their  intentions  with  refpedt  to  him,  and 
partly  to  defire  that  they  would  fend  him  his 
papers,  furniture,  and  fervants ;  hoping  that 
thefe  laft,  who  were  entirely  Innocent  of  what 
had  been  done,  Ihould  not  fuffer  any  harm  b 

To  this  letter  the  fenate  made  no  return, 
but  referred  it  to  the  confideration  of  the  prince 
of  Orange  and  the  States ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  Anjou,  being  utterly  deflitute  of  every 
thing  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  his  troops, 
left  Berchem  and  dire&ed  his  march  towards 

1  Mcteren,  p.  339, 
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tner  by  the  fhorteit  road,  but  the  citizens  of 

I5i!3-  Antwerp  having  fent  a  number  of  armed  veffels 
to  oppofe  his  paffage  over  the  Scheld,  he  was 
obliged  to  turn  back,  and  to  fetch  a  compais 
round  by  Duffel,  Mechlin,  Rimenant,  and 
Vilvorden.  In  this  march,  befides  fuffering 
the  greatefl  hardfoips  in  his  own  perfon,  he  loft 
a  confiderable  number  of  his  troops  by  an  in¬ 
undation  of  the  river  Nethe.  From  Duffel 
'he  wrote  letters  to  the  governors  of  Bruffels, 
and  other  places,  in  which  he  threw  the  whole 
blame  of  what  had  happened  on  the  inhabitants 
of  Antwerp,  and  reprefented  the  affair  as  a 
tumult,  in  which  his  troops,  when  upon  their 
way  to  the  camp,  had  interfered,  but  which 
had  arifen  in  confequence  of  the  ill  ufage  which 
he  himfelf  had  received.  This  difingenuous  con- 
du£t  ferved  to  exafperate  the  people  of  Ant¬ 
werp  more  than  ever  againft  him,  and  they 
publifhed  a  vindication  of  their  conduct,  fetting 
forth,  “  That  they  had  in  all  refpecls  de¬ 
meaned  themfelves  towards  him  as  became 
good  and  faithful  fubjefts.  They  had  given 
him  even  more  than  their  proportion  of  the 
-fupplies,  and  had  raifed  the  fum  of  feventy 
thoufand  guilders ;  .  which,  inftead  of  applying 
it  to  pay  the  arrears  due  to  the  army,  he  had 
fliftributed  among  his  French  and  Swifs  troops 
to  encourage  them  in  their  late  atrocious  at¬ 
tempt. 
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tempt.  Nothing  could  be  more  palpably  un-  book 
juft  than  to  impute  that  attempt  to  the  citizens 
of  Antwerp,  fince,  on  the  fame  day,  the  French  I5S3* 
troops  had  offered  the  fame  violence  in  other 
places.  By  the  kind  providence  of  Heaven, 
the  plan  concerted  to  enflave  them,  had  been 
fruftrated,  in  fuch  towns  as  were  of  the  greateft 
importance;  and  it  was  their  earned:  prayer, 
that  the  duke  might  become  fenffble  of  the 
iniquity  of  his  conduit,  and  refolve  for  the 
future  to  govern  the  provinces  conformably  to 
thofe  fundamental  laws  of  the  conftitution, 
which,  at  his  accefiion,  he  had  folemnly  fworn 
to  obferve.” 

The  news  of  what  had  happened,  having 
been  quickly  diffufed  throughout  the  provinces, 
excited  univerfal  aftonifhment  and  indignation. 

The  prince  of  Parma,  defirous  to  improve  the 
opportunity  which  was  prefented  to  him,  at¬ 
tempted  to  reconcile  the  people  to  their  ancient 
government.  But  his  endeavours  were  not 
more  fuccefsful  now  than  formerly.  The  con¬ 
federates  were  deaf  to  his  propofals ;  and  even 
refufed  to  appoint  ambaffadors  to  treat  with  him 
concerning  peace. 

The  States  in  the  mean  time  were  delibe-  Delibera- 
rating  concerning  the  letter  which  Anjou  had  sutesf the 
written  to  the  fenate  of  Antwerp.  Had  they 
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liflened  to  that  juft  refentment  with  which  they 
were  inflamed,  they  would  not  have  hefitated 
to  declare  that  he  had  forfeited  the  fovereignty. 
But  they  confidered  how  extremely  critical  their 
fituation  was  become,  while  Anjou  was  mafter 
of  feveral  of  their  fortified  towns,  and  the 
prince  of  Parma  hovered  round  them  with  an 
army,  againft  which  they  were  unable  to  con¬ 
tend.  In  this  perplexity,  they  entreated  the 
prince  of  Orange,  who  had  hitherto  remained 
filent,  to  afiift  them  with  his  counfel.  No 
perfon  felt  more  fenfibly  for  the  diftrefs  into 
which  Anjou’s  temerity  had  plunged  the  con¬ 
federacy  ;  and  no  perfon  had  a  jufter  ground  of 
provocation.  It  was  by  his  means  chiefly  that 
Anjou  had  obtained  the  fovereignty ;  and  yet 
it  could  not  be  doubted,  that  in  fending  Fer* 
vaques  with  troops  to  the  caftle,  as  above  re¬ 
lated,  the  intention  was  to  deprive  him  either  of 
his  life  or  of  his  liberty.  Notwithftanding  this, 
William  had  at  firft  interpofed  to  prevent  the 
citizens  from  ufing  any  violence  againff  the 
prifoners ;  and  he  now  gave  the  following  con¬ 
ciliatory  advice  to  the  Stares  in  writing,  as  he 
generally  did  in  matters  which  he  deemed  of 
high  importance. 

It  was  not,  he  faid,  without  relu&ance, 
that  he  had  refolved  to  deliver  his  opinion  on 
the  difficult  queftion  which  was  now  before 
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them,  as  it  had  of  late  been  the  practice  of 
many  perfons  to  blame  him  for  every  misfor¬ 
tune  that  had  befallen  the  confederacy.  Even 
if  he  had  been  inverted  with  abfolute  authority, 
their  cenfure  would  have  been  unjurt,  fmce  the 
ifiues  of  things  belong  to  God  only,  and  no 
man  can  anfwer  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  beft  con¬ 
certed  enterprife.  Confidering  his  age,  and 
the  injuftice  with  which  he  had  been  treated, 
it  would  be  prudent  perhaps  not  to  expofe  him- 
felf  again  to  the  obloquy  of  his  detractors. 
But  his  concern  for  the  profperity  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  would  not  buffer  him  to  maintain 
that  rtlence,  which  a  regard  to  his  perfonal 
eafe  and  fecurity  required  ;  efpecially  as  they 
affured  him  that  they  would  take  in  good  part, 
and  interpret  favourably,  whatever  ccunfel  he 
fhould  offer. 

Nothing  was  farther  from  his  intention 
than  to  attempt  to  juftify  that  atrocious  violence 
which  had  been  lately  perpetrated  :  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  thought  the  conduct  of  the  duke  had 
been  fuch  as  proved,  beyond  a  pofiibility  of 
doubt,  that  he  had  forfeited  his  title  to.  the 
fovereignty.  Notwithstanding  this,  no  per- 
fon,  he  believed,  who  buffered  himfelf  to  con- 
fider  attentively  the  courfe  of  events  fince 
their  firft  connection  with  the  duke,  would 
deny  that  this  connection  had  been  attended 
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with  advantages.  By  his  troops,  not  only  the 
fiege  of  Cambray,  but  that  of  Lochein  too,  had 
been  raifed,  and  the  whole  province  of  Guelder- 
land  thereby  faved  from  the  depredations  of 
the  enemy.  In  confequence  of  his  election, 
peace  had  been  eftablilhed  between  the  catho¬ 
lics  and  proteftants  in  France,  and  the  latter 
left  at  liberty  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the 

j 

States.  Not  to  mention  what  they  ought  per- 
haps  to  prize  more  than  any  thing  elfe,  that, 
by  electing  the  duke  for  their  fovereign,  not 
only  the  authority,  but  the  name  and  arms  of 
Spain,  had  been  abolilhed  in  the  Netherlands, 
and  a  foundation  laid,  upon  which  their  liberty 
might  be  firmly  eftablilhed,  provided  they 
Ihould  exert  themfeives  with  their  wonted  zeal 
and  vigour.  When  thefe  things  were  confi- 
dered,  there  would  not  appear  much  ground 
for  the  cenfures  pafled  on  thofe  by  whom  the 
duke’s  election  had  been  promoted.  But  whe¬ 
ther  they  had  judged  wifely  or  unwifely,  the 
States  muft  now  refolve  either  to  make  peace 
with  the  king  of  Spain,  or  truft  for  the  future  to 
their  own  ftrength,  or  enter  into  terms  of  ac¬ 
commodation  with  the  duke. 

With  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  befides  that  all  the  fame  reafons  ftill 
fubfifted  againft  returning  under  the  Spanilh 
yoke,  which  had  formerly  determined  them  to 
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fhake  it  off ;  it  muff  appear  prepofterous  to 
think  of  reconciling  themfelves  as  fubjedts  to  a 
prince,  whofe  name  and  enfigns  were  oblite¬ 
rated,  and  whofe  authority  they  had  fo  folemnly 
renounced.  •  There  was  truth  in  what  fome 
perfons  (friends  of  Spain  more  than  their  na¬ 
tive  country)  had  fuggefled,  that  it  was  more 
defirable  for  the  people  of  the  Low  Countries  to 
be  fubjed  to  a  diftant,  than  to  a  neighbouring 
prince,  as  it  mulf  be  more  difficult  for  the  for¬ 
mer,  than  for  the  latter,  to  encroach  upon  their 
liberty.  But  this  maxim  could  not,  in  the  pre- 
fent  divided  ftate  of  the  Netherlands,  be  urged 
in  favour  of  the  dominion  of  the  king  of  Spain; 
who,  befides  poffeffmg  a  powerful  army  ready 
to  overwhelm  them,  was  abfolute  mafter  of  fe- 
veral  of  the  provinces ;  and  was  therefore,  in 
reality,  much  nearer  to  the  confederacy  than  any 
other  prince. 

Prompted  by  this  and  other  confiderations, 
they  had  bellowed  the  fovereignty  on  the  duke 
of  Anjou  ;  and  he ,  it  could  not  be  denied,,  had 
forfeited  his  title  to  it.  This  was  acknow¬ 
ledged  even  by  the  duke  himfelf,  who  was  now 
fenfible  of  his  folly.  But  notwithftanding  his 
repentance,  there  was  much  ground  to  doubt 
of  the  expediency  of  entering  into  a  fecond 
agreement  w?ith  one  by  whom  the  firft  had  been 
fo  grofsly  violated.  There  was  ground  to  dread 
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that  the  fame  evil  counfellors,  by  whom  the 
duke  had  been  once  deluded,  might  again  de¬ 
ceive  him  ;  and  there  was  reafon  to  fufpedt,  that 
confidence  could  not  be  foon  reftored  between 
the  French  troops  and  the  people  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands. 


On  the  other  hand,  he  thought  it  is  duty  to 
to  call  their  attention  to  the  confequences  which 
mud  attend  their  refufing  to  be  pacified.  The 
duke  would  deliver  all  the  fortified  towns 
which  he  pofieffed,  into  the  hands  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  Both  he  and  his  brother,  the  king  of 
France,  would  from  friends  be  converted  into 
the  moft  bitter  enemies ;  from  whom  all  that 
mifchief  might  be  expe&ed,  that  can  be  con¬ 
trived  and  executed  by  thofe  who  are  (Emulated 
by  ambition,  and  inflamed  with  animofity  and 
refentment.  An  immediate  flop  would  be  put 
by  the  French  king  to  their  commerce  with  his 
l'ubjedfs  ;  and  while  he  would  flrut  his  harbours 
againft  their  fhips,  he  would  open  a  palfage 
through  his  dominions  for  the  troops  of  the 
Icing  of  Spain.  Even  the  queen  of  England, 
though  highly  diflatisfied  with  the  duke’s  con- 
duft,  yet  were  fhe  to  be  informed  that  the 
States  had  obftinately  refufed  to  be  reconciled, 
would  be  exceedingly  offended.  And  if  they 
fhould  lofe  her  favour,  as  well  as  that  of  France, 
to  what  other  friend  could  they  have  recourfe, 
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either  able  or  willing  to  fupport  them  ?  They 
mult  for  the  future  trull  for  their  prefervation 
entirely  to  themfelves.  They  mull.,  without 
delay,  make  a  numerous  augmentation  of  their 
forces ;  and  yet  he  knew  not  where  thefe  forces 
could  be  raifed,  fmce  the  devallation  of  the  war 
had  been  fo  great  in  every  province  of  the  con¬ 
federacy,  that  fcarcely  a  fufficient  number  of 
the  people  remained  to  carry  on  their  trade 
and  manufactures.  In  order  to  maintain  fuch 
an  army  as  was  necelfary,  much  larger  fums  of 
money  were  requifite,  than  had  hitherto  been 
collected.  What  thefe  were,  would  appear 
from  the  fcheme  which  he  now  delivered  to 
them,  containing  a  particular  defcription  of  all 
the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  expences  of  the 
war.  From  the  difficulty  which  they  had  ex¬ 
perienced  in  procuring  money  for  paying  the 
garrifons  alone,  they  might  judge  whether 
they  were  polfelfed  of  funds  adequate  to  the 
expence  both  of  thefe  and  of  an  army  in  the 
field;  without  which,  it  was  impoffible  that 
they  could  for  any  confiderable  time  refill 
the  enemy. 
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He  was  far  from  cenfuring  thofe  who  ad- 
vifed  them  to  trull  to  the  Almighty  for  pro¬ 
tection.  The  counfel  of  thefe  perfons  was  pious 
and  well-intended ;  but  he  thought,  that  to 
engage  in  any  difficult  enterprife  without  the 
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means  of  carrying  it  into  execution,  was  more 
properly  to  tempt  the  Divine  Providence  than 
to  truft  in  it ;  and  that  thofe  only  could  be  faid 
to  exercife  a  proper  truft  in  God,  who,  after 
embracing  the  moft  favourable  opportunities 
of  aftion,  had  recourfe  to  Heaven  by  prayer,  to 
crown  their  undertakings  with  fuccefs.  It  be¬ 
hoved  them  therefore  ftill  attentively  to  con- 
fider  their  ftrength  and  their  refources ;  and  if, 
without  foreign  aftlftance,  they  fliould  find 
them  fufticient  for  the  purpofes  which  they  had 
in  view,  they  would,  in  his  opinion,  judge 
wifely  in  refolving  to  retain  the  fovereignty 
in  their  own  hands. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  people  of  the 
Netherlands  might  hove  eftablifhed  themfelves 
in  this  happy  ftate  of  fteedom  and  independ¬ 
ence  ;  when,  in  fpite  of  the  king  of  Spain, 
they  might  have  expelled  his  brother  John  of 
Auftria  from  the  provinces.  But  our  prefent 
fituation,  continued  William,  is  widely  different 
from  what  it  was  at  the  time  of  which  I 
fpeak.  A  powerful  Spanifh  army,  feconded 
by  thofe  who  were  then  our  friends,  is  at  our 
gates.  The  ftrength  of  the  confederacy  is  im¬ 
paired.  Even  with  the  afiiftance  of  the  French 
troops,  we  have  been  unable  to  ftop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  enemy.  If  neverthelefs  you  'fhall, 
upon  inquiry,  find  that  you  are  able,  by  mak¬ 
ing 
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mg  greater  exertions,  to  do  more  alone,  than  book 
when  you  were  affifted  by  others,  banifh  for  _xvn^_ 
ever  all  thoughts  of  an  accommodation  with  *ss3- 
the  duke,  and  refolve  henceforth,  alone  and 
unaffifted,  to  oppofe  both  him  and  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  Proceed  inflantly  to  the  execution  of 
your  defign.  But  I  dread  that  before  you  can 
make  the  preparations  neceifary  for  entering 
upon  adtion,  before  you  can  collecl  either  the 
troops  or  the  money  requifite,  and  even  before 
you  can  appoint  a  general  to  command  your 
forces,  many  of  your  towns  will  be  taken  ;  and 
many  of  them,  defpairing  of  relief,  will  enter 
into  terms  of  accommodation  with  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  For  thefe  reafons  you  will  judge,  per¬ 
haps,  that  in  your  prefent  circumftances  the 
wifeft  refolution  W'hich  you  can  form,  is  to 
enter  into  a  treaty  of  reconcilement  with  the 
duke.  And  if  this  fhall  be  the  refult  of  your 
deliberations,  I  have  only  one  other  counfel  to 
fugged,  which  is,  to  give  particular  atten¬ 
tion  in  your  new  agreement  to  prevent  the 
fortified  towns  from  being  expofed  on  any 
future  occafion  to  that  danger  from  which  the 
city  of  Antwerp  has  fo  narrowly  efcaped  ;  and 
for  this  purpofe  to  require,  that  no  officer 
or  foldier  {hall  be  admitted  into  garrifons  with¬ 
out  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity 
to  the  States0.” 
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This  reafoning  of  the  prince  of  Orange  pro- 
duced  the  defired  effect  upon  a  great  majority 
of  the  deputies,  and  a  negotiation  was  imme¬ 
diately  begun,  and  foon  afterwards  a  treaty  of 
peace  and  reconciliation  was  concluded  on  the 
following  conditions  :  That  all  the  French  pri- 
foners  in  Antwerp  fhould  be  fet  at  liberty,  the 
duke’s  papers  and  other  effects  reftored,  and 
ninety  thoufand  guilders  given  him  for  dif- 
charging  the  arrears  due  to  his  troops.  That 
he  fhould  deliver  up  all  the  towns  which  he  had 
feized,  retire  to  Dunkirk  with,  four  hundred 
foot  and  three  hundred  horfe,  and  remain  there 
till  every  point  of  difference  fhould  be  entirely 
fettled  ;  that  he  fhould  renew  the  oath  which  he 
took  at  his  inauguration,  to  govern  the  pro¬ 
vinces  according  to  the  fundamental  laws,  and 
that  all  his  troops  fhould  take  an  oath  of  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  States,  binding  themfelves  to 
ferve  them  faithfully  againfl  their  enemies,  and 
never  to  be  concerned  in  any  attempt  to  the 
prejudice  of  their  authority. 


Attempts 
on  the  life 
<of  the 
prince  of 
Orange. 


As  in  promoting  this  agreement  the  prince  of 
Orange  appears  to  have  acted  under  a  convic¬ 
tion,  that  there  was  no  other  expedient  by  which 
the  confederacy  could  be  faved  from  ruin  ;  fo, 
in  being  able  to  perfuade  the  States  to  adopt  it, 
he  gave  the  molt  convincing  proof  of  his  un* 
limited  influence  over  that  affembly.  The 

people 
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people  in  general,  efpecially  in  Flanders  and 
Brabant,  were  extremely  averfe  to  any  accom¬ 
modation.  Their  hereditary  antipathy  againft 
the  French  had,  on  this  occafion,  rifen  to  the 
greatell  height.  Many  of  the  deputies  too 
were  animated  with  the  fame  averfion  and  re- 
fentment ;  nor  can  it  be  doubted,  that  if  they 
had  not  been  prevented  by  that  deference  which 
they  had  been  long  accuftomed  to  entertain 
for  William’s  opinion,  they  would  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  againft  Anjou  to  the  utmofl  extremi¬ 
ties,  and  have  refolved  never  more  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  his  authority.  The  Spaniards  were  not 
ignorant  by  whom  the  States  had  been  prevented 
from  forming  this  resolution  ;  and  they  were 
now  convinced,  that,  till  the  prince  of  Orange 
were  removed,  no  event,  however  promifing, 
would  induce  the  confederates  to  return  to  their 
allegiance.  They  had  recourfe  therefore  to  the 
dilhonourable  means  of  private  affaffination  j 
and  to  attempt  it,  different  perfons  were  infli- 
gated  about  this  time  by  Philip  or  his  minifters ; 
one  of  them  by  Philip  himfelf,  according  to  the 
declaration  of  the  criminal ;  but  more  probably 
by  his  minillers  at  Madrid  ;  another  by  his  am- 
baffador  at  the  court  of  France  ;  and  a  third  by 
the  marquis  de  Roubais  and  the  prince  of 
Parma.  The  confpiracy  of  the  two  former  was 
detected,  and  they  Suffered  death  ;  and  the  laft, 
a  French  officer,  whom  Roubais  had  taken  pri¬ 
ll  d  2  foner. 
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book  foner,  and  who  had  pretended  to  agree  to  the 
xvjh  .  0 

propofal  in  order  to  procure  his  liberty,  gave 

I5S3»  information  to  William’s  friends  of  the  argu¬ 
ments  which  had  been  employed  to  perfuade 
him,  and  Ihewed,  by  his  conduct  afterwards  in 
the  fervice  of  the  States,  the  fmcerity  of  his  ab¬ 
horrence  of  that  unhallowed  deed  which  he  had 
been  folicited  to  perform p. 


Difco'itents  The  danger  to  which  the  prince  was  fo  often 
pie,  ’  P  °  expofed  from  the  inveterate  refentment  of  the 
Spaniards,  ought  to  have  endeared  his  perfon 
and  counfels  to  his  countrymen,  and  they  pro¬ 
duced  this  effedt  in  a  high  degree  upon  all  thofe 
who  were  able  to  comprehend  the  wifdom  and 
moderation  with  which  he  had  conducted  their 
affairs.  But  great  numbers  having  formed 
"heir  judgment  of  Anjou’s  election  to  the  fove- 
reignty,  from  the  late  unhappy  conferences 
with  which  it  had  been  accompanied,  could 
not  refrain  from  afcribing  fome  finifter  inten¬ 
tion  to  thofe  who  had  been  adlive  in  promot¬ 
ing  it.  They  were  incapable  of  difcerning 
the  ftrength  of  the  motives  by  which  William 
had  been  prompted  to  advife  the  States  to  renew 
their  agreement,  and  they  even  foffered  fufpi- 
cions  of  his  having  attached  himfelf  to  the  duke, 
with  a  view  to  the  attaining  of  fome  private 


*  Meteren,  p.  348. 


advantage. 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 

advantage.  This  fpirit  of  difcontent  was  not 
confined  to  the  vulgar,  but  likewife  infetled 
feveral  of  the  deputies  of  the  States,  who  be¬ 
came  fullen  and  refractory  ;  and  by  their  con¬ 
tentious  oppofition  to  almolt  every  meafure 
that  was  propofed,  diflurbed  and  retarded  the 
deliberations  of  that  affembly.  A  great  majo¬ 
rity,  however,  of  the  members  agreed  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  French  and  Swifs  troops  under  maref- 
chal  Biron,  whom  the  duke  had  appointed  to 
command  them.  Biron  having  not  only  had 
no  concern  in  the  attempt  upon  Antwerp,  but 
having  been  confidered  by  Anjou  as  one  by 
whom  it  would  have  been  oppofed,  was  the  moft 
.  unexceptionable  perfon  to  whom  the  command 
could  have  been  committed,  and  he  had  been 
long  diftinguifhed  for  his  military  {kill  and  ex- 
'  perience.  At  firft  his  arms  were  attended  with 
fuccefs.  He  compelled  the  fort  of  Wouda  to 
furrender,  and  with  inferior  forces  he  repulfed 
the  prince  of  Parma,  who  had  attacked  his  lines 
near  the  town  of  Rofendal.  But  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  him  with  fo  fmall  an  army  to  flop  the 
progrefs  of  the  Spaniards  in  other  places,  or  to 
face  them  in  the  open  field.  Farnefe  therefore 
pufhed  his  conquefts  with  great  rapidity,  and 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  Endove,  Dielt,  and 
Wefterlo,  while  he  praclifed  every  art  of  nego¬ 
tiation  and  intrigue  againll  Bruges,  Ghent,  and 
other  places, 
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During  the  courfe  of  thefe  tranfa&ions,  the 
duke  of  Anjou  fell  into  a  lingering  illnefs  at 
Dunkirk,  which  was  generally  fuppofed  to  be 
the  effect  of  thofe  hardfliips  which  he  fuffered 
in  his  retreat  from  Antwerp.  Whether  he  be¬ 
lieved  himfelf  infecure  in  his  prefent  fituation, 
while  the  prince  of  Parma  was  fo  brifkly  carry¬ 
ing  on  his  conquefls  in  the  neighbourhood,  or 
found  that  his  health  required  a  change  of  air, 
and  a  relaxation  from  the  fatigues  of  bufinefs, 
or  whether  he  had  conceived  hopes  at  this  time 
of  obtaining,  by  a  perfonal  interview  with  his 
brother,  more  powerful  affiftance  than  he  had 
hitherto  received,  does  not  appear  with  fuffU 
cient  evidence.  But  whatever  was  the  motive 
which  determined  him,  he  left  Dunkirk,  and 
fet  out  for  France. 

,  .  The  prince  of  Parma  was  no  fooner  informed 

the  prince  of  #  A 

Paima’s  of  his  departure,  than  he  quitted  Herentals, 
and  led  his  troops  to  Dunkirk,  The  States, 
aware  of  the  importance  of  that  place,  ordered 
niareichal  Biron  to  march  with  all  his  forces  to 
its  relief.  But  fuch  was  the  refentment  which 
the  Ghentefe  and  other  Flemings  had  conceived 
againft  the  French,  that  no  confideration  could 
prevail  upon  them  to  fuffer  Biron  to  paf$ 
through  their  territories.  They  had  refolved, 
they  faid,  never  to  accede  to  the  late  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  duke,  whom  they  could,  no^ 
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trurt,  and  they  would  not  be  indebted  to  his 
troops  for  their  defence.  The  confequence  to 
be  expe&ed  followed.  The  garrifon  of  Dun¬ 
kirk,  which  confided  wholly  of  French,  gave 
up  the  town  in  a  few  days  to  the  prince  of 
Parma.  He  then  laid  fiege  to  Nieuport,  and 
took  it  with  fo  much  facility  as  gave  ground  for 
a  fufpicion  of  treachery  on  the  part  of  the  gar¬ 
rifon.  He  intended  next  to  have  inverted 
Oftend,  but  having  learnt  that  the  prince  of 
Orange  had  taken  particular  pains  to  provide  for 
its  fecurity,  he  relinquilhed  his  defign ;  and 
having  turned  his  arms  againft  Dixmude  and 
Meningen,  he  fubdued  thefe  and  feveral  other 
places  with  a  degree  of  celerity  with  which  the 
people  of  the  Netherlands  had  never  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fee  any ‘military  enterprifes  carried 
on.  But  his  fuccefs  ferved  only  to  dazzle  and 
confound  the  confederates,  inftead  of  opening 
their  eyes  to  the  fatal  confequences  of  that  dif- 
cord  which  had  expofed  fo  great  a  number  of 
their  affociates  an  eafy  prey  to  the  Spaniards. 
Except  augmenting  the  garrifons  of  two  or 
three  towns,  in  the  prefervation  of  which 
fome  of  the  deputies  were  perfonally  interefted, 
no  vigorous  refolution  of  any  confequence  was 
formed  by  the  States,  although  they  held  their 
feffions  daily,  and  were  daily  alarmed  with  frelh 
accounts  of  fome  new  lofs  which  the  confederacy 
had  furtained. 
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About  this  time  an  incident  fell  out  at 
Antwerp,  which  ftrongly  marks  the  fpirit  by 
which  the  Flemings  were  actuated  on  this  occa- 
fion.  The  prince  of  Orange  having  given  or¬ 
ders  for  building  an  additional  rampart  for  the 
greater  fecurity  of  the  caftle,  fome  fecret  parti- 
fans  of  Spain  took  ocaafion  from  thence  to  in- 
fmuate,  that  he  intended  to  deliver  the  fortrefs 
to  the  French,  and  was  now  preparing  it  for 
their  reception.  The  people  too  eafily  believed 
this  injurious  fuggeftion ;  and  having  taken 
up  arms,  they  ran  tumultuouily  to  the  caftle, 
with  a  refolution  to  expel  the  garrifon.  Wil¬ 
liam  immediately  prefented  himfelf  before 
them.  The  fight  of  a  perfon  whom  they  had 
been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  revere,  joined  to 
the  evidence  which  they  -received  on  the  fpot 
of  the  utter  falfehood  of  that  report  which  they 
had  fo  raflily  credited,  appeafed  the  fury  of  the 
greater  number,  and  quelled  the  tumult.  But 
there  were  fome  among  them  more  audacious 
and  malignant  than  the  reft,  who  called  him  by  « 
the  contumelious  names  of  defer  tey  and  trai¬ 
tor  of  his  country.  This  treatment,  fo  un¬ 
merited  from  a  people  whom  he  had  faved 
from  ruin,  affected  him  in  the  moft  fenfible 
manner.  He  admonilhed  the  magiftrates  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  licentioufnefs  of  which 
they  had  been  fpedtators.  But  finding  that, 
on  account  of  the  great  number  of  the  guilty, 

they 
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they  were  afraid  to  exercife  their  authority,  he 
left  Antwerp,  and  retired  into  Zealand,  after 
having  delivered  directions  to  the  magillrates  in 
writing,  for  the  government  and  defence  of  the 
city,  and. nominated  the  Sieur  de  St.  Aldegonde, 
chief  magiftrate,  or  governor,  for  the  enfuing 
year q. 
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William  did  not  intend,  by  changing  the 
place  of  his  refidence,  to  withdraw  his  attention 
from  the  fouthern  provinces.  He  interefted 
himfelf  as  much  as  ever  in  their  affairs,  and 
meant  only  to  provide  for  his  own  fecurity,  and 
to  remove  the  affembly  of  the  States  (which  was 
fummoned  to  meet  at  Middleburg)  to  a  fituation 
in  which  the  deputies  would  not  be  fo  much 


1  Of  the  affection  of  the  maritime  provinces  towards 
the  prince  of  Orange,  and  of  the  trull  and  confidence  which 
they  repofed  in  him,  he  received  about  this  time  a  confpi- 
cuous  proof,  by  a  rtlolution  into  which  all  the  cities  en¬ 
tered,  except  two,  of  creating  h'm  earl  of  Holland  and  Zea¬ 
land,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  which  belonged  to 
that  ancient  dignity.  How  far  the  prince  himfelf  contri¬ 
buted  to  their  forming  this  reflation,  does  not  appear  from 
the  cotemporary  hiftorians.  It  did  not  contradict  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  the  duke  of  Anjou;  as,  byr 
that  treaty,  the  maritime  provinces  had  only  bound  them- 
felves  to  contribute  their  (hare  of  the  public  expences.  Yet 
it  was  matter  of  fome  obloquy  againft  the  prince,  of  whom 
it  was  faid,  that  he  had  not  been  inattentive  to  his  private 
intereft. 


influenced 


4-io 


HISTORY  0?  THE  REIGN  OF 


BOOK 

xviii. 


Auguft  z'j. 


influenced  by  the  emiffaries  of  Spain,  nor  fo 
much  difturbed  in  their  deliberations  by  the 
tumultuous  difpofition  of  the  people.  He  (till 
employed  all  his  interefl  to  reconcile  the  cities 
of  Brabant  and  Flanders  to  the  continuance  of 
the  French  troops  in  the  Netherlands.  And 
his  endeavours  proved  effectual  with  Bruffels, 
and  fome  other  towns  which  lay  nearefl  to  the 
enemy ;  but  Ghent,  and  moft  of  the  other 
cities,  remained  as  inflexible  as  ever,  and  re-? 
folved  never  to  admit  the  French  within  their 
territories,  or  to  be  ind.bted  to  them  for  pro¬ 
tection.  The  States  therefore  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  give  orders  for  the  departure  of  thefe 
troops,  at  a  time  when  every  friend  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  who  fuffered  himfelf  to  refleCt  on  the  cri¬ 
tical  fituation  of  the  confederacy,  thought  that 
the  provinces  ought  rather  to  have  made  con- 
ceffions  to  Anjou  and  the  French  king,  in  or¬ 
der  to  induce  the  latter  to  augment  their  num¬ 
ber.  Biron  put  them  on  board  tranfports  at 
Birvliet,  and  thence  condu&ed  them  by  fea  to 
France. 

The  Spaniards  were  now  at  liberty  to  pur- 
fue  their  conquefts  almofi  without  oppofltion. 
Farnefe  immediately  formed  the  blockade  of 
Ipres.  Allofl  was  fold  to  him  by  an  Englifh 
and  Walloon  garrifon  for  the  payment  of  their 
arrears.  The  country  of  Waes,  and  the  town 

of 
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ef  Ruplemonde  on  the  Scheld,  were  fubdued, 
and  Zutphen  too  was  taken  by  furprife ;  the 
confequence  of  which  was,  that  the  Veluwe,  an 
extenfive  territory  between  the  IfTel  and  the 
Rhine,  was  laid  open  to  the  incurfions  of  the 
enemy. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fecret  partifans  of 
Spain  were  daily  increafmg  in  Bruges,  Ghent, 
and  other  places.  Many  perfons  had  declared 
themfelves  againft  Anjou  with  fo  much  vio* 
lence,  that  they  dreaded  his  return.  Many 
were  intimidated  by  the  rapidity  of  the  prince 
of  Parma’s  conquefts.  Some  having  been  in¬ 
truded  with  the  public  money,  were  afraid  of 
being  called  to  account  for  their  management 
of  it  by  the  prince  of  Orange  and  the  States, 
and  all  of  them  were  allured  to  their  fdrfl  alle¬ 
giance  by  the  moderation  with  which  Farnefe 
treated  fuch  as  had  already  fubmitted  to  him, 
and  the  drift  fidelity  with  which  he  adhered  to 
his  engagements. 

Among  the  perfons  who,  prompted  by  thefe 
motives,  were  defirous  of  again  reducing  their 
country  under  the  Spanilh  government,  the 
prince  of  Orange  had  the  mortification  to  find 
his  brother-in-law,  count  Heremberg.  This 
nobleman,  weak,  incondant,  and  governed  by 
his  wife,  who  was  the  prince’s  fider,  but  h 
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for  fome  time  been  at  variance  with  her  brother, 
had  formed  the  defign  of  delivering  the  province 
of  Guelderland,  of  which  he  had  been  appointed 
governor,  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards.  His 
plot  having  been  detected  before  it  was  ripe  for 
execution,  he  was  feized  and  imprifoned  by  an 
orcfer  of  the  States.  But  having  been  after¬ 
wards  fet  at  liberty  upon  his  parole,  he  gave 
irrefragable  proof  of  his  guilt  by  flying  over  to 
the  enemy. 

The  prince  of  Chimai’ s  intrigues  in  Flanders 
were  more  fuccefsful  than  thofe  of  Keremberg. 
Fie  was  elded  foil  of  the  duke  d’Arfchot,  and 
had  been  educated  in  the  catholic  faith  ;  but 
fome  time  before  the  prefent  period,  he  had 
openly  profefled  the  reformed  religion,  and 
attached  himfelf  with  much  apparent  zeal  to 
the  party  of  the  prince  of  Orange  and  the 
States.  Confcious  that  both  his  religion  and 
patriotifm  were  mere  grimace,  he  had  laboured 
with  confummate  artifice  to  remove  any  fufpi- 
cions  that  might  be  entertained  of  his  fince- 
rity.  Fie  was  perpetually  furrounded  with  the 
prctedant  miniders,  with  whom  he  lived  on 
the  mod  familiar  terms ;  and  he  publifhed  an 
apology  for  his  condud,  in  which,  with  the 
highed  encomiums  on  the  protedant  faith,  he 
mingled  the  bittered  invectives  again d  Philip, 
bedowing  on  him  every  reproachful  epithet 
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which  the  mod  implacable  hatred  could  fug¬ 
ged.  By  thefe  means  he  had  infmuated  him- 
felf  into  the  favour  of  great  numbers  of  the 
proteftants,  and  particularly  thofe  of  Bruges, 
who  conferred  upon  him  the  government  of 
their  town.  The  prince  of  Orange  having 
received  information  of  a  fecret  correfpondence 
which  he  held  with  the  catholics,  had  at  firft 
attempted  to  perfuade  the  people  of  Bruges 
from  electing  him  their  governor,  and  he  now 
gave  fecret  inftru&ions  to  the  magiftrates,  to 
employ  colonel  Boyd,  a  Scotch  officer,  who 
commanded  one  of  the  regiments  in  garrifon, 
to  deprive  Chimai  of  his  authority.  Boyd 
affected  to  enter  heartily  into  the  plan  propofed, 
but  he  betrayed  the  magiftrates,  and  gave  imme¬ 
diate  information  of  their  defign  to  Chimai  ; 
who,  through  an  artful  mifreprefentation  of  their 
conduct,  w'as  enabled  to  expel  them  from  the 
city.  He.  then  put  others  into  their  place  who/ 
were  devoted  to  his  intereft,  and  ftill  pretended 
all  his  wonted  zeal  for  the  reformed  religion,  till 
having  obliged  many  of  the  principal  citizens  to 
withdraw,  he  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  town, 
and  then  delivered  it  to  the  prince  of  Parma, 
upon  condition  that  the  prince  fhould  confer 
upon  him  the  government  of  the  province. 
To  the  obtaining  this  requeft,  which  was 
granted  by  Farnefe,  and  confirmed  by  Philip, 
Chimai  thought  himfelf  the  better  entitled,  as 
he  had  contributed  in  the  fame  perfidious 
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manner  to  the  redudtion  of  Ipres,  which  aft  era 
blockade  of  nine  months  had  lately  been  obliged 
to  furrender.  Not  long  after  this  he  threw  off 
the  maik  of  religion,  and  both  he  and  one  of 
the  proteftant  minifters,  who  had  been  a  prin¬ 
cipal  inftrument  of  his  deceit,  publicly  ab¬ 
jured  Calvinifm,  and  declared  themfelves  con¬ 
verts  to  the  popifh  faith  r. 

An  attempt  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  of 
Chimai  on  Bruges  was  made  by  Imbife,  and 
other  agents  of  Farnefe,  to  reduce  Ghent  and 
Dendremonde  under  the  Spanifh  power.  In  . 
order  to  fecond  their  endeavours,  the  prince 
of  Parma  had  pitched  his  camp  between  Ghent 
and  .Bruges ;  but  the  plan  which  had  been  form¬ 
ed  for  the  furprife  of  Dendremonde  was  difco- 
vered,  and  Imbife,  the  principal  contriver,  who 
was  chief  magiftrate  of  Ghent,  ,a  fadtious  and 
turbulent  old  man,  was  condemned  and  exe¬ 
cuted. 
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Dealt  of  During  thefe  tranfactions,  the  prince  of 
Orange  was  employed  in  eftablifliing  a  thorough 
reconcilement  between  the  States  and  the  duke  of 
Anjou,  whofe  return  with  a  numerous  army 
William  confidered  as  the  only  remedy  for  the 
increafing  calamities  of  the  commonwealth. 
There  was  more  reafon  now  than  ever  to  expedt 
that  Anjou  would  foon  be  able  to  fulfil  his 

f  Meteren,  p.  357.  Thanus,  lib.  lxxixv  c.  j:v. 
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engagements.  Through  the  queen-mother’s  In-  book 
terceflion,  Henry  had  openly  declared  his  re- 
folution  to  exert  himfelf  with  vigour  in  the  fup-  Iss4* 
port  of  his  brother’s  interefl  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands.  An  ambaflador  had  been  fent  by  the 
States  to  congratulate  with  the  duke  on  this 
defirable  event,  and  to  acquaint  him  of  their 
having  confented  to  certain  conditions  which 
he  had  propofed.  His  joy  on  this  occafion 
was  extreme,  and  he  now  indulged  the  moft  flat¬ 
tering  expectations ;  but  he  did  not  long  furvive 
thefe  events,  which  gave  him  fo  much  plea- 
fure.  Having  never  enjoyed  perfeCt  health 
fmce  the  hardlhips  which  he  underwent  in  his 
retreat  from  Antwerp,  he  was  feized  about 
this  time  with  an  i’llnefs  which  might  have  Beginning 
been  eaflly  accounted  for,  from  the  unfound 
ftate  of  his  conftitution ;  but  which,  agreeably 
to  the  practice  of  the  age,  was  attributed  to 
poifon s.  Whatever  was  the  caufe,  he  died  in 
great  pain,  at  Chateau-Thierry,  on  the  10th  of 
June  1584,  at  the  age  of  thirty. 


Such  was  the  concluflon  of  the  reftlefs  life  His  charac- 
of  this  prince,  whofe  weakneflfes  and  vices  were  tu ' 
equally  pernicious  to  himfelf,  to  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  and  to  France.  Improvident  of  the 


5  It  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  given  him  by  his  phyfician, 
bribed  by  the  court  of  Spain. 
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book  future,  and  unable  to  judge  for  himfelf,  he  was 

YVIIl  J  c  7 

a  Have  to  the  felfifh  purpofes  of  others,  as  well 
J5S4-  as  to  his  own  humour  and  caprice.  He  feems 
likewife  to  have  been  incapable  of  difcerning 
the  merit  or  demerit  of  thofe  who  approached 
him,  or  the  foundnefs  or  folly  of  the  counfels 
which  they  offered.  He  was  not  void  of  friend- 
flu  p  or  attachment,  and  he  was  aftive  and  am¬ 
bitious  but  he  was  entirely  deftitute  of  that 
patience,  fleadinefs,  and  refolution,  which  are 
neceffary  in  carrying  on  any  important  enter- 
prife  ;  and  his  conduct  towards  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  above  related,  too  clearly  juftifies  what 
was  faid  of  him  by  his  filter  Margaret,  that  if 
fraud  and  infidelity  were  to  be  banifhed  from  the 
earth,  there  was  in  him  a  ftock  fufiicient  from 
which  it  might  be  foon  replenifhed  k 

AffafliBa-  Yet  his  death,  at  the  prefent  crifis,  was  a 
P-incl  of  reai  calamity  to  the  people  of  the  United  Pro- 

Orange.  vinces;  but  the  memory  of  it  was  foon  effaced 

by  a  much  greater  calamity,  which  in  a  few 
weeks  afterwards  befel  them,  in  the  death  of 
the  prince  of  Orange  ;  againfl  wrhom  one  of 
thofe  atrocious  attempts,  to  which  Philip’s  pro- 
fcription  gave  birth,  proved  at  laft  fuccefsful. 
It  was  planned,  and  afterwards  executed  in 
Delft,  by  Balthazar  Gerard,  a  native  of  Ville- 

f  Bentivoglio,  275.  Davila,  l.vi.  See. 
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fans  in  Burgundy.  This  man,  in  order  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  his  admiflion  into  the  prince’s  prefence, 
had  called  himfelf  the  fon  of  a  French  pro- 
teflant,  of  the  name  of  Guion,  who  had  buffered 
for  the  fake  of  his  religion.  By  this  fictitious 
account  of  his  extraction,  joined  to  an  artful 
affeCtation  of  zeal  for  the  reformed  Religion 
and  the  fervice  of  the  States,  he  became  known 
to  the  prince  ;  and  William  was  fo  far  deceived 
by  this  impoftor,  that  he  put  him  into  the 
train  of  an  ambaffador  to  the  court  of  France. 
This  mark  of  confidence  did  not  divert  him 
from  his  ungenerous  defign  ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  had  no  fooner  returned  from  France,  than 
he  refolved  to  carry  it  into  execution  ;  and  he 
would  have  done  fo,  as  he  afterwards  declared, 
on  his  firfl  arrival,  when  he  was  admitted  with 
letters  into  the  prince’s  apartment,  if  he  had 
not  negleCted  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  arms. 
But  in  a  few  days  after,  having  returned  to  the 
palace,  on  the  pretence  of  applying  for  a  paff- 
port,  he  placed  himfelf  at  the  door  of  that 
apartment,  in  which  the  prince  was  at  dinner 
with  his  wife  Louifa  de  Cologni,  and  his  filter 
the  countefs  of  Scwartzenburgh,  and  waited 
there,  with  a  cloak  call  round  him,  till  they 
were  retiring  into  another  room.  The  princefs, 
obferved  him  look  confufed  and  pale,  was 
greatly  alarmed,  and  enquired  what  he  wanted. 
He  comes  for  a  paffport,  anfwqred  the  prince ; 
Vol.  II.  E  e  when 
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when  the  affaflin,  ftepping  forward,  fhot  him 
in  the  body  with  a  piftol  loaded  with  three 
balls.  William  had  time  only  to  fay,  “  God 
have  mercy  on  me,  and  this  afflidted  people :  I 
am  grievoufly  wounded.”  Immediately  after 
which  he  fell  down,  and  in  a  few  moments  af- 
juiy  10th.  terwards  expiredq ;  the  princefs,  overwhelmed 
with  anguilh,  looking  on  ;  whofe  peculiar  fate 
it  was  to  fee  her  fecond  hufband  murdered,  as 
her  illuftrious  father,  and  her  firfl  hufband,  the 
amiable  Teligni,  had  been,  in  the  maffacre  of 
Paris,  fome  years  before. 

The  murderer  in  the  mean  time  had  made 
his  efcape  out  of  the  palace  by  a  back-door, 
and  had  almofl  reached  the  ramparts.  He  was 
preparing  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  ditch,  which 
was  full  of  water,  in  the  hopes  of  being  able  to 
fwim  over,  when  he  was  overtaken  by  two  of 
the  prince’s  guards. 

Upon  his  firfl  examination  he  declared,  that, 
fix  years  before  the  prefent  period,  he  had 
formed  the  defign  of  putting  the  prince  to 
death  ;  that  he  had  then  been  deterred  from 
his  purpofe  by  his  friends ;  that  he  had  again 
refumed  it,  when  the  king  publifhed  his  edidt 
of  profcription  ;  that  having  been  in  the  fervice 
of  Du  Pie,  fecretary  to  count  Manfveldt,  he 
had  procured  from  him  fome  blank  fubfcrip- 

,  In  the  fifty-fecond  year  of  his  age. 
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tions  of  the  count’s,  which,  in  order  to  gain  book 

^  VT7  Ilf 

credit,  he  had  delivered  to  the  prince;  that  he  .  ___ 
had  communicated  his  defign  to  four  jefuits  in  *5S4- 
Treves  and  Tournay,  who  allured  him,  that  if 
he  ffiould  die  in  the  execution  of  it,  he  would 
be  deemed  a  martyr  by  the  church. 

r 

To  thefe  circumflances,  after  the  torture  was 
applied,  he  fubjoined,  that  the  reward  pro- 
mifed  in  the  profcription  had  been  his  princi¬ 
pal  motive  ;  that  he  had  made  known  his  pur- 
pofe  to  the  prince  of  Parma,  and  had  been  de- 
fired  by  him  to  converfe  with  his  fecretary, 
Chriftopher  Affonville  ;  that  Affonville  had  de- 
fired  him  to  reflect  on  the  difficulties  which  he 
mud  encounter ;  but  had  affured  him,  that  he 
could  not  perform  a  more  acceptable  fervice 
either  to  the  King  or  the  prince  of  Parma ;  that 
he  might  depend,  with  perfect  fecurity,  upon 
receiving  the  money  promifed  in  the  King’s 
edifl  of  profcription;  but  exhorted  him  re¬ 
peatedly  to  deny,  in  cafe  of  his  being  feized, 
that  the  Prince  of  Parma  had  approved  of  his 
defign;  although  the  prince,  he  faid,  had  in 
reality  approved  of  it,  and  had  confented  to  his 
ufing  the  blank  fubfcriptions. 

When  he  was  informed  of  the  fentence  pro¬ 
nounced  againft  him,  in  which  it  was  ordained, 
that  his  right  hand  ffiould  be  burnt  off,  and 

E  e  2  v.  the 
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the  flefh  of  his  body  tom  from  the  bones  with 
burning  pincers,  he  was  at  hr  ft  thrown  into  the 
mo  ft  dreadful  confirmation,  and  lamented  bit¬ 
terly  that  he  had  buffered  the  thirft  of  wealth 
to  betray  him  into  an  action,  which  had  plunged 
him  into  fuch  intolerable  mifery  ;  but  he 
foon  recovered  his  natural  fortitude,  and  faid, 
that,  far  from  repenting  oh  what  he  had  done, 
lie  was  confcious  of  having  merited  the  favour 
of  God,  and  was  fure  of  being  admitted  into  a 
ftate  of  eternal  happinefs.  •  And  in  this  temper 
of  mind  he  remained,-  both  in  the  interval  be¬ 
fore  his  execution,  and  in  the  time  of  it,  during 
which  he  exhibited  a  degree  of  compofure  and 
tranquillity  that  filled  the  fpeclators  with  afto- 
nifhment. 

v  % 

The  higheft  encomiums  were  bellowed  on  this 
deluded  wretch  by  the  popifn  ecclefiaftics  in 
the  fouthern  provinces  ;  and  in  many  cities 
they  would  have  lighted  up  bonfires,  and  cele¬ 
brated  public  rejoicings,  if  the  confent  of  the 
people  could  have  been  obtained  ;  but  even 
the  prince  of  Parma’s  troops  refufed  to  join  in 
thefe  rejoicings,  and  openly  declared  their  con¬ 
demnation  of  an  a  cl,  which  they  found  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  dictates  of  their  hearts,  whatever 
might  be  Paid  in  juftification  of  it,  on  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  crooked  politics,  or  the  popifh  faith. 

I  '  •  -  ' 
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It  will  be  unneceffary  to  inform  the  reader  book 
of  the  grief  and  confirmation,  which  this  me- 
lancholy  event  diffufed  throughout  the  confe-  r584. 
derated  provinces.  Each  perfon  mourned  as 
for  his  parent,  his  guardian,  and  friend,  and 
felt  for  the  lofs  which  the  State  had  luftained, 
as  men  are  wont  to  feel  for  their  private  and 
domeftic  calamities.  Being  now  deprived  of 
the  perfon  whofe  'wifdom  had,  for  many  years, 
been  their  principal  fupport,  they  confidered 
themfelves  as  defiitute  and  forlorn,  and  were 
overwhelmed  with  the  molt  gloomy  apprehen- 
fions  of  their  future  fate  'v. 

Never  was  any  perfon  better  fitted  than  the  c!l3r,aer 0f 
prince  of  Orange  for  thfe  difficult  fituation  in  tiu\Rincs- 
which  lie  was  placed,  or  better  qualified  for 
the  arduous  talk  of  delivering  an  injured  people 
from  the  yoke  of  their  oppreffor.  Even  his  bit- 
terefi:  enemies  allow  him  to  have  been  polfeffied 
of  vigilance,  application,  penetration,  and  fa- 
gacity,  joined  with  a  peculiar  dexterity  in  go¬ 
verning  the  inclinations  of  men,  and  in  con¬ 
ciliating  and  preferving  their  affections.  To 
thefe  accomplilhments  -both  the  hiftory  of  his 
life,  and  the  teftimony  of  the  belt  informed 
hiftorians,  authorife  us  to  add  the  virtues  of 
fortitude  and  magnanimity,  of  juftice  and  equi- 

\/  1 

w  V an  Meteren,  p.  363.  Bentivoglio,  lib.  xii.  Thuahus, 
in  hoc  anno. 

E  e  3  ty, 


422 

BOOK 

XVIII. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 

ty,  of  patience,  equanimity,  and  moderation, 
which  were  never  perhaps  found  united  in  one 
perfon  in  fo  eminent  a  degree  \  Amidfl  all 
the  variety  of  fortune  which  he  experienced,  he 
was  never  either  elated  or  depreffed ;  but 
whether  the  events  in  w'hich  he  was  interefled 
were  profperous  or  adverfe,  he  preferved  on 
all  occafions  the  fame  compofure  and  ferenity 
of  foul. 

By  a  refpectable  popifh  hiflorian he  is  ac- 
cufed  of  avarice  and  rapacity ;  yet  that  author 
has  not  been  able  to  produce  a  fmgle  fact  to 
juftify  his  charge.  It  appears  not  from  any 
hiflorian,  that  he  was  ever  guilty  of  employ¬ 
ing  his  power  for  the  purpofe  of  advancing  his 
private  interefl,  to  the  prejudice  either  of  indi¬ 
viduals  or  the  public.  He  always  declined 
taking  any  concern  in  adminiftering  the 
finances.  He  did  not  even  exact  payment  of 
the  revenue  which  the  States  had  appointed 
him  and  at  his  death  he  left  his  private  affairs 
fo  much  encumbered,  that  the  States  found  it 
neceffary  to  make  provifion  for  the  fupport  of 
his  widow  and  children  z. 

The  fame  hiflorian  has  loaded  him  with  the 
imputation  of  fraud  and  hypocrify,  of  w'hich, 

1  Thuani  Hiftoria.  y  Bentivoglio.  2  Wickfoit,  lib.  ii._ 
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however,  no  proof  was  ever  given  but  general 
invedive,  nor  a  iingle  inftance  of  deceit  pro¬ 
duced  by  his  moil  inveterate  enemies.  Before 
his  rupture  with  Philip,  he  certified  on  all  occa- 
fions  his  difapprobation  of  the  meafures  that 
were  purfued  ;  and  after  it,  he  aded  uniform¬ 
ly  the  part  of  an  open  foe.  He  had  no  reli¬ 
gion,  fay  fome  catholic  writers,  but  what  his 
intereft  and  ambition  didated.  Yet  he  was  de¬ 
cent  and  irreproachable  in  his  condud,  as  well  ] 
as  pundual  in  difcharging  the  fundions  of  that 
religion  which  he  profeffed  ;  nor  do  thefe  au¬ 
thors  pretend  to  offer  any  other  evidence  to 
juftify  their  furmife,  but  that  he  gave  up  the 
catholic  religion,  in  which  he  had  been  edu¬ 
cated  at  the  court  of  the  emperor,  and  returned 
to  that  with  which  his  mind  had  been  tindured 
in  his  earlieft  infancy.  His  religion  was  not 
indeed  of  the  fame  fpirit  either  with  that  of 
thofe  whom  he  forfook,  or  of  many  of  thofe 
whole  caufe  he  adopted.  It  buffered  him  not  to 
regard  either  fpeculative  opinions  or  external 
rites,  as  fufficient  ground  for  hara fling  and 
butchering  thofe  from  whom  he  differed  in  opi¬ 
nion.  But  in  an  age  of  cruel  gloomy  fuperrti- 
tion,  with  which  almoft  all  the  companions  of 
his  youth  were  deeply  infeded,  his  religion, 
conformably  to  the  example  and  precepts  of 
its  author,  was  mild,  moderate,  and  humane. 
Nor  was  it  to  one  fed  of  Chriflians  only  that 
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his  moderation  and  humanity  extended.  As  he 
did  what  he  could,  while  he  adhered  to  the  ca¬ 
tholic  faith,  to  put  a  flop  to  the  perfecution  of 
the  proteftants ;  fo,  after  he  had  embraced  the 
reformed  religion,  he  exerted  his  moll  flrenu- 
ous  endeavours  to  protect  the  catholics  from 
violence,  and  to  procure  liberty  for  them  to 
exercife  their  religion  as  far  as  was  confident 
with  the  public  peace.  To  infer  from  this 
conduft  that  he  had  no  religion  of  his  own,  is 
going  a  great  deal  farther  than  to  affert  the 
lawfulness  of  perfecution ;  it  is  equivalent  to 
maintaining  that  no  chriftian  can  be  fincere 
who  can  live  at  peace  with  thofe  who  differ 
from  him  in  his  religious  perfuafion. 

It  is  not  to  the  purpofe  which  the  popifh 
hiflorians  intended  to  ferve  by  their  portraits 
of  William’s  character,  to  fay  of  him  that  he 
was  ambitious ;  in  itfelf,  ambition  merits  nei¬ 
ther  praife  nor  blame,  but  is  culpable  or  laud^ 
able  according  to  the  end  at  which  it  afpires, 
and  the  means  which  it  employs.  But  if  we 
judge  concerning  the  charatler  of  the  prince 
of  Orange  according  to  this  criterion,  it  muft 
be  impoffible  for  perfons  fo  oppofite  in  their 
principles,  as  the  catholic  and  proteflant  hii- 
torians,  to  agree. 

If,  with  the  former,  we  place  the  rights  of 
all  fovereigns  on  the  fame  foundation,  without 
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diffinguilhing  between  an  abfolute  prince  and 
the  fovereign  of  a  free  people,  and  believe  that 
every  prince  is,  by  an  indefeadble  and  divine 
right,  entitled  to  exercife  a  defpotic  power  over 
the  religion  and  liberty  of  his  fubjedts ;  if  we 
believe,  that,  with  the  permiffion  of  the  pope, 
a  king  may  violate  his  mod  folemn  oaths,  and 
that  the  obligations  of  his  fubjecls,  to  obedience 
remain  in  force,  even  after  every  condition 
upon  which  they  entered  into  them  has  been 
violated  :  if,  with  fuch  principles  as  thefe,  we 
judge  of  the  charadler  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
it  will  be  difficult  not  to  conlider  him  as  guilty 
both  of  perjury  and  rebellion  ;  and  in  this  cafe, 
the  mod  favourable*  verdict  that  can  be  pafled 
upon  his  conduct,  is  to  fay,  that  it  proceeded 
from  a  criminal  ambition. 

»  ' 

But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  we  regard  the 
pontiff’s  pretenfions  to  the  power  of  letting  men 
at  liberty  from  their  oaths  as  abfurd  and  impi¬ 
ous  ;  if  we  regard  the  rights  of  fubjedt  as  no 
lefs  facred  than  thofe  of  kings ;  if  we  didin- 
guiffi  between  a  prince  inveded  with  unlimited 
authority,  and  one  whole  power  is  circum- 
fcribed  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  date ; 
between  a  prince  whofe  right  to  his  dominions, 
is  indefeafible,  and  one  who  obtained  his  fo- 
vereignty  only  upon  certain  terms,  which  he 
fwore  to  fulfil,  while  his  fubjeds  engaged  to 
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yield  their  obedience  on  condition  of  his  ful¬ 
filling  them ;  in  this  cafe,  our  judgment  of 
William’s  character  will  be  extremely  different 

j 

from  what  it  was  on  the  former  fuppofition. 
We  jfhall  not  be  fatisfied  with  barely  afferting 
his  innocence  of  thofe  crimes  of  which  his  ene¬ 
mies  have  accufed  him,  but  (hall  confer  upon 
him  the  glorious  appellations  which  his  coun¬ 
trymen  beftowed,  of  the  father  of  his  country, 
and  the  guardian  of  its  liberty  and  laws,  who 
generoufly  facrificed  his  intereft,  eafe,  and  fafety 
to  the  public  good,  and  who,  firft  by  counfel 
and  perfuafion,  and  afterwards  by  force  of 
arms,  did  more  to  refcue  his  fellow-citizens 
from  oppreffion,  than  was  ever  done  in  fuch 
unfavourable  circumftances  by  any  patriot  in 
the  world  before  *. 

„  *■* —  A 

*  William  left  iffue,  four  fons  and  eight  daughters.  By 
his  firft  wife,  Anne  of  Egmont,  countefs  of  Buren,  he  had 
Philip-William,  who  was  detained  for  thirty  years  a  prifoner 
in  Spain  ;  and  Mary  de  NafTau,  who  was  married  to  count 
Hohenloe. 

By  his  fecond  wife,  Anne,  daughter  of  Maurice,  elector 
of  Saxony,  he  had  prince  Maurice,  fo  much  celebrated  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  Netherlands,  and  a  daughter,  named 
Emilia,  who  married  Emanuel,  fon  of  Don  Antonio,  prior 
of  Crato. 

By  his  third  wife,  Charlotte  de  Bourbon,  daughter  of  the 
duke  de  Montpenfier,  he  had  fix  daughters,  viz. 

i ft,  Louifa  Juliana,  who  was  married  to  Frederic  IV. 
Elector  Palatine. 
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2d,  Elizabeth,  whom  he  gave  in  marriage  to  Henry  de  la 
Tour,  duke  of  Bouillon  ;  and  who,  befides  other  children, 
bore  her  hulband  the  celebrated  Vifcount  de  Turenne. 

3d,  Catharine,  who  married  Lewis,  count  de  Hanau. 

4th,  Charlotte  Brabantina,  married  to  Claude,  duke  de 
la  Trimouille,  to  whom  (he  bore  the  celebrated  countefs 
of  Derby,  who  diftinguiihed  herfelf  during  the  civil  wars  in 
England  ;  and  from  whom  are  defcended  the  prefent  noble 
lamilies  of  Derby  and  Athol. 

5th,  Charlotte  Flandrina  de  Naffau,  who  embraced  the 
Catholic  religion,  and  died  abbefs  of  St.  Croix  in  Poitiers. 
And, 

6th,  Emilia  de  Naffau,  who  was  married  to  the  duke  of 
Lanfberg. 

By  his  fourth  and  laft  wife,  Louifa  de  Coligni,  daughter 
of  the  great  admiral  de  Chatillon,  William  had  one  fon, 
Henry-Frederic,  who  fucceeded  his  brother  Maurice  in 
the  principality  of  Orange,  and  in  his  authority  in  the 
United  Provinces. 

Befides  this  numerous  offspring,  William  left  a  natural  fon, 
Judin  de  Naffau,  who  was  highly  refpedted  for  his  hravery 
and  conduct,  was  intruded  with  feveral  important  commands, 
and  is  often  mentioned  in  the  fequel. 
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